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Yes, it was my son says Straw. But 
Pm as hard-line on drugs as ever 


Jack Straw spoke of his 
embarrassment 
yesterday as he was 
finally identified as the 
father of the teenager 
alleged to have sold 
drugs to a journalist. 
Michoel Streeter and Colin 
Brown say he will press on 
with his crusade against 
crime and to make 
parents take more 
responsibility for their 
children’s actions.' 
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The Home Secretary last night 
told of his “shock and concern” 
after learning that his son 
W illiam faced an accusation of 
drug dealing after an under- 
cover operation by the Mirror 
newspaper. 

Mt Straw, who has spoken 
privately of his frustration over 
his enforced anonymity, said he 
was now “very relieved* to be 
able to speak out after the 
High - Court lifted - the - bairon 
naming his son, 

- He agreed that his William, 
aged 17, who has been accept- 
ed for a place at Oxford Uni- 
versity, ought to expect no 
favours from the legal system, 
but neither should he sufler 
more for being the son of a 
prominent politician. , 

“When the Mtrur first spoke 
to me I felt the same emotions 
as any parent would do in such 
circumstances - those of shock 
and concern. 

“Being 3 parent means giv- 
ing love and support, and - 
when it’s necessary - con- 
fronting children with their 
wrong-doing. When a child 
does wrong, I believe it to be the 
duly ' of a parent to act 
promptly.” Mr Straw said. 

• His son had gone voluntar- 
ily with him to the police and 
would accept “any sanctions” 
which arise. He was “of course” 
embarrassed by this but it did 
not affect his ability to speak on 
law and order matters includ- 
ing drugs policy. Neither he nor 
Downing Street had ever con- 
sidered him resigning, and Jast_ 
night the Prime Minister’s of- 
fice said he had Tbny Blair’s full 
support. 

“I have always sought - and 
so have my colleagues- to con- 
duct our family lives the same 
way as other people. 

“These are experiences that 
other families have had and so 
it does not in anyway affect my 
ability to talk on these matters.” 

The naming of Mr Straw as 
the father of the arrested youth 


followed an agonising period, in 
which, day by day, the secret 
trickled out in every bar Eng- 
land and Wales. 

After what one opposition 
MP called “slow torture” for Mr 
Straw’s family, a High Court 
judge, Mr Justice Tbulson, lift- 
ed an injunction which banned 
the media in this country from 
identifying the youth. 

On the day that Scottish 
newspapers published the min- 
ister's identity, the judge asked 
“whether it was sensible or ap- 
propriate for the court to main- 
tain opposition in which 
matters can be published in 
Greenock but not in Carlisle”. 

His lifting of an injunction 
- originally granted at the wish 
of the Attorney General on 
Ibesday when the Sun threat- 
ened to publish -brought to an 
end a period not just of uncer- 
tainty for the Straws, but also 
a time of growing confusion 
over the law. 

Newspapers in France, Ire- 
land and media all around the 
world had revealed the identi- 
ty of Mr Straw who was not 
named when the Mirror broke 
the story on Christmas Eve 
claiming that one of their re- 
porters had bought £10 of 
cannabis from his 17-year-old 
sbnWDHam. 

William was arrested and re- 
leased on police bail. Next 
week the Crown Prosecution 
Service wifi decide whether to 
prosecute. There are indications 
that a police fie sent to the CPS 
believes -that because of con- 
flicts in evidence of what hap- 
pened cm the night there should 
be no further action, except pos- 
sibly a caution for the youth- No 
decision has bee made yet on 
the reporter who reportedly re- 
ceived the drugs. Dawn Alford, 
who was arrested and bailed by 
police on Monday. 

Philip Havers QC, for the 
Attorney General John Morris, 
had argued at a private hearing 
yesterday that the injunction 
granted by Mr Justice Moseson 
Tuesday should be continued. 

But Mr Justice Tbulson said 
when Mr Justice Moses made 
his order, the identity of the boy 
was not widely known and it was 
how common ground that 
“there had been a major change 
of circumstances”. 

The judge said a French 
newspaper had used the names 
and they were also available on 
the Internet “The question is 
whether the stage has now 
been reached where it would be 
artificial to pretend that 
anonymity can be preserved. " 

Saturday Story, page 13 

Leading article, page 14 



jack Straw at the Home Office before yesterday’s press conference 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


More Billy Whizz than Jack the Lad 


The Christmas period should have been 
a particularly happy time for William 
Straw. He had just been accepted for a 
place at Oxford University - the letter ar- 
rived on Christmas Eve - to read Phi- 
losophy, Politics and Economics 
providing he gets the right grades in his 
A levels later this year. 

Instead this news was completely 
overshadowed by events in a London pub, 
when he is alleged to have sold to £10 
worth of cannabis to an uncover reporter 
for the Mirror , a chain reaction which led 
to yesterday’s events. 


Whatever the truth of those claims - 
and a decision will be made next week on 
whether he faces any prosecution - th< rsc 
who know him describe William as a ■‘de- 
cent, amusing young man”. Looking like 
a irendier version of his father, the 17- 
year-old has a droll sense pi humour, 
strong views of his own and. until this af- 
fair. had handled the difficulty ot being 
a “famous son" very well. He has been 
interested in a career in journalism - 
though perhaps less si' just at the moment. 

His family nickname “Whizz”, comes 
not. as has been suggested for drug-re- 


lated reasons, but means “whizz-kid" giv- 
en to him because he was sufficiently able 
at schoi >1 to move up a a year. Unlike oth- 
er new Labour children, he has been ed- 
ucated at a comprehensive - Pimlico 
school in south-west London, where he 
is studying for his A-levels. His father is 
chair of the board of governors. 

His mother is Alice Perkins, a deputy 
director of public spending at the Treasuiy. 
and he has one sister. The family spent 
Christmas at their Oxfordshire cottage. 

— Michael Streeter 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Thinking of rushing to the sales to buy that computer? Think again 



T hinkin g of braving the New 
Year sales to buy the PC that, 
you denied yourself at . 

. Christinas? Don’t: it may be 
worth hanging on a few 
months longer. " 

The reason if that 
sometime between April and 
June the sqftwregumt 
Microsoft plans to launch yet 
another version of its - • 
Windows operating system, 


provisionally (if 
unimag inatively) named 
•‘Windows*®”. And if you 
want it on your machine 
then, you’ll have to pay for it. 

The news is another, 
example of the relentless 
updating typical of the 
computer industry, which 
could put the fashion world 
to shame. 

Most notably, computer 


companies never seem to be 
able to time anything to 
coincide with Christmas. Last 
vear Intel, which makes the 
chips that power most PCs, 
came under fire for delaying 
the launch of its MMX chip, 
especially able to handle the 
“multimedia” requirements 
of many games programs, 
until January. 

At the time, the editor of 


Computer Life magazine. Jan 
Howells, said: “I think people 
will be really annoyed, Intel 
plan a massive advertising 
campaign and Joe Public is> 
going to say; ‘Why wasn’t I 
told about this before 
Christmas?’.’' 

Microsoft is planning a 
blitz later tin's year - though 
the price of the software has 
not been decided. But a 


spokesman yesterday did say 
that there will be no free 
upgrades; if your PC does not 
have Windows98 you will 
have to buy it. 

The new product will 
integrate many pieces of 
software presently separate - 
such as the Windows95 
operating system and 
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer 
(IE) browser for surfing Web 




TODAY’S NEWS 

Frank Muir dies 

The veteran cometfy vw-iter ^and broadcaster 
Frank Muir died yesterday, aged 77. He died in 
bed after watching Forrest Gump on tension, 
and commending the script. His wife «* 
watched the fim together and he really enjoyed 
fc" Report, Page 3; Barry Took, pag 6 


Gales on the way Ulster police move 


Britain is bracing itself for another lashing from 
the weather, as the latest in a series of storms 
approaches from the west. Forecasters expect 
gales reaching 7Dmph to combine with driving 
rain today to produce die worst weather since 
Christmas Eve. Page 6 


Police action has been intensified in a move 
to foil loyalist attacks on Catholics in Ulster, 
the chief constable, Ronnie Flanagan, said. In 
a separate move, the terrorist suspect Roisin 
McAliskey was committed for extradition to 
Germany to face bomb charges. Page 4 


sites. Indeed, testers who 
have tried Windows98 say 
that it seems to make cveiy 
document or program 
resemble an extension of the 
Internet. For example, if a 
word-processing document 
contains a Web address (such 
as www.indepcndentxo.uk) 
then clicking on it will launch 
IE and connect you to that 
site. 


V- ■ ■ Ti'f r R Time Off, page 2 
• ; • * •■ilO/. The Eye 

'• Page 24 and 

Time Off, page 12 

Web address: httpdfwww. 
ind ependent.co.uk 
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Twelve months, 

12 holidays. The 
definitive package 
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Bask in the winter 
sun - but don’t pay as 

much as the Blairs 

TIME OFF 
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How to become a 

Freelance Writer 


Freelance writing can be 
creative, fulfilling and a lot of 
fan, with excellent money to be 
made as well. What's more, 
anyone can become a writer. 
No special qualifications or 
experience are required. 

The market for writers is huge. 
In Britain alone there are 
around 1 ,000 daily, Sunday and 
weekly papers, and more than 
8,000 magazines. Many of the 
stories and articles that they 
publish are supplied by free- 
lances. Then there are books, 
theatre, films, TV, radio... 

With such demand, there’s 
always room for new writers. 
Bui, as Mr. E. H. Metcalfe, 
principal of Britain’s leading 
writing school The Writers 
Bureau, explains, ‘If you want 
to enjoy the rewards of seeing 
your work in print, one thing you 
must have is proper Draining.’ 
The Writers Bureau runs a 
comprehensive correspondence 
course covering eveiy aspect of 

FREE CALL 
24®* HRS 


by NICKDAWS 

fiction and non-fiction writing. 
The 140,000 word course is 
written by professional writers 
and has been acclaimed by 
experts. 

Students receive one-to-one 
guidance from tutors, all work- 
ing writers themselves. From 
the start they are shown how to 
produce saleable work. ‘At the 
Bureau our philosophy is quite 
simple’ says Mr. Metcalfe. ‘We 
wilt do everything in our power 
to help students become 
published writers.’ 

The course comes on fifteen 
days’ free trial. In addition, the 
Bureau offers a remarkable 
money-back guarantee - if you 
haven’t earned your tuition 
fees from published writing 
within one month of 
completing the course, your 
money mil be refunded in fall. 

So, would you like to be a 
writer? Why not start now - 
ring our free enquiry line or 
post the coupon today. 1 


0800 856 2008 


DEPT. 

AF31B 


Why not be a writer?" ” ^ 

| First-class home-study course gets you a flying start Earn while you I 

I learn Expert tutors, personal guidance, help to sell vour writine and 
much more! Its ideal for beginners. Details free. No aw. No obligation | 


Mail ihe coupon or caU 

Name 

| Address .... 

I 


I 

■ 

X 


ACCKEXTE 


PouCode 

The Writers Bureau 

Freepost AF318. Man chaster, U.K_ full 8DJ 

■ACCREDITED 

ggwan. 


MEMBER . 

mm 1^ ^m .J 








THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 3 JANUARY 1998 


2/BRIEFING 





COLUMN ONE 


PEOPLE 


Dazed and confused, we 
hurtle towards 2000 


As we hurtle towards the Millennium, armed with state-of-the-art tech- 
nology and all mann er of time-saving devices, it is all getting too much. 
Nearly three-quarters of Britons say they are finding life far too compli- 
cated and that unnecessary complexities are making them miserable. 

While that time-honoured mystery of “the opposite sex” is still a cause 
of complication for one in five people and “general changes in society” 
are making life complex for one in 10, it is the day- today tasks of every- 
day living which are perplexing the majority. 

Accordin g to a survey commissioned by Abbey National, modem minds 
are bo ggle d by assembling DIY furniture (42.7 per cent), programming a 
video recorder (41.9 per cent) and understanding a railway timetable (31.6 
per cent). The one thing we find more difficult to cope with than time- 
saving gadgets is finding the time to meet ail our modern-day commitments. 

Respondents to the survey branded professionals “Masters in the Art 
of Confusion”. Lawyers came out worst, with four out of 10 people blam- 
ing them for needless complexity. Computer sales people were accused of 
making even simple explanations mind- numbingiy complex. One in 10 
charged their bank manager with the same offence. 

So-called media buzz-words came if for some flak. too. Fifty per cent 
of those surveyed said they found the single European currency too con- 
fusing to make sense ofc 43 per cent found the Millennium Project impossible 
to understand, and 27 3 per cent could not grasp the fundamentals of BSE. 

But the good news is that most of us won't be beaten by the complex- 
ities of modem living. Rather, we rise to the challenge - each in our own 
way. Dr David Lewis, a psychologist, has identified five different person- 
ality types for dealing with life’s complexities. 

Fast there is the “DlWhy?” best typified by the Carol Vordermans of 
this world. “Most of us foil into this category to some extent,” said Dr Lewis. 
“A determined and dedicated group which tries very bard to make sense 
out of even the most complicated issues. When they succeed they feel a 
great sense of achievement - but can be quite serious.” 

Tb the “Juggler”, complexity' equals fun. Tb these Chris Evans-like char- 
acters, the more demanding the lifestyle, the better. “They don’t take com- 
plexity seriously and so live life to the full - though sometimes people find 
it hard to take them seriously,” said Dr Lewis. 

The “Hippy Go-lucky” hopes that by not looking at something, it will 
go away. He or she makes no attempt to understand anything which looks 
or sounds the least bit complicated. 

Step forward the “Joker”, the one who is “great fun at a party, cheerily 
gnmg through life without believing anything is the least bit complicated.” 
“They don't tend to get an awful lot done, but what they do, they do with 
a smil e on their face,” said Dr Lewis. 

Then there is the “Delegator”. Delegators make sure they have a lot 
of “DlWhys?” amongst their friends. “This group believes that life’s com- 
plications should be dealt with by someone else on their behalf.” 

— Gore Gamer 



Taking the Mickey. Peter Mandelson and his mentor for the Millennium Experience 


Mandelson goes in search of Mickey’s magic 


CONTENTS 


Peter Mandelson. the minister without portfolio, is 
visiting Disneyworld and the Epcoi centre today on 
a fart-finding missio n for the Millennium Experience. 
The prospect of a postcard from “Mindy" about his 
meeting with Mickey Mouse has Westminster agog. 

The Millennium Dome is unlikely to sprout two 
big black ears even if Mr Mandelson, finds it hard 
to avoid a photo-opportunity with the most famous 
resident of Disneyworid. 

The minister is keen to avoid suggestions that the 
Millennium Experience is going to be turned into a 
Disney theme park or a Mickey Mouse project. 

The aim of his visit to the world-famous tourist 
attractions in Orlando, Florida, is to learn some of 
the lessons for attracting millions of visitors to the 
Millennium Dome in Greenwich. He is due to vis- 
it the Magic Kingdom, Typhoon Lagoon and the 
MGM studios where the films were made, but Mr 
Mandelson is likely to spend more time in the Ep- 
cot Centre with its “future world” pavilions of the 
Living Seas, the Universe of Energy and the Land. 

He will also see the “world showcase” at Epcot 
(experimental prototype community of tomorrow) 


depicting life in 1 1 countries as visualised by the de- 
signers of Disney, including a typical Eng li s h pub, 
the Rose and Crown, and a mock-up of Anne Hath- 
away’s cottage with thatched roof made of plastic to 
meet the Florida fire regulations. 

The Elizabethan Olde Worlde, red telephone box- 
es. and the Lords and Ladies china shop may be as 
remote from reality as the Never Never Land in Dis- 
ney movies, but Mr Mandelson is looking at the way 
the message is put across as much as the content. 

Having persuaded the Cabinet not to cancel the 
Millennium exhibition, Mr Mandelson has ap- 
peared vague about what he intends to put in iL A 
select committee reported: “From what we knew so 
far, the Millennium Experience is not so much a jour- 
ney through time as — a journey into the unknown.” 

Mr Mandelson may leam that it took even the 
skilled practitioners of fantasy at Disney took at least 
a decade to make their centres the success they are 
today. With only two years to go before the Millen- 
nium Experience is opened, he may return wishing 
he had Mickey’s magic wand from Fantasia. 

— Cofin Brown 
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Phoenix and Cobain to live again in US novel 



TOURIST RATES 
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River Phoenix and Kurt Cobain, 
■ the two tragic heroes of Nineties 
teenagers, have appeared together 
as fictional characters in a novel 
by the cult film director Gus Van 
SanL ...... 

Van Sant, who directed 
Phoenix in My Own Private Idaho , 
and was part of the Pacific North 
West underground scene with Nir- 
vana lead singer Cobain, has just 
published. Pink, a novel for the 
American “chemical generation". 

Phoenix, who died outside a 
nightclub after taking heroin and 
cocaine in 1993, becomes the drug 
bum-out Felix Arroyo, the star 
weird commercials made by a 
character called Spunky, who Vm 


Sant has based on himself. Felix is 
Latin for “happy" and an arroyo 
is a temporary desert river. 

A rock couple, Blackie and 
Blake, are based on Van Sant’s 
real-life acquaintances. Cobain 
and his wife, Courtney Love, the 
actress and singer. Cobain was a 
heroin addict who with Nirvana de- 
fined the grunge sound and look 
of the eariy Nineties. He commit- 
ted suicide by shooting himself in 
a Seattle hotel room in 1995. 

A chapter with the Internet- 
style title Pink. AltU Diverse deals 
with the flight by Blackie and 
Spunky from the Cloudy-Bright 
Rehab Center. “I'm interpreting 
parts of real-life experiences into 


this sort of more fanciful col- 
lage,” says Van Sant of the book., 
' Van Sant was blamed by some 
of River Phoenix’s fans for the ac- 
tor’s death because it was believed 
that Phoenix started lakingdrugs 
to get in character for the heroin 
addict he played in My Own Pri- 
vate Idaho. But now the The Los 
Angeles Tunes has described the 
novel as a “posthumous love let- 
ter to River Phoenix”. 

In Van Sant’s book, pink is the 
colour film turns when it fades and 
decays, and then he says is “de- 
stroyed cruelly like drowning a lit- 
tle puppy after you are tired of 
playing with iL” 

— Paul McCann 


Anthea Turner announces marriage split 


<® 


NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made m 4L4% of the raw material for IK 
newspapers in the first half of 199Z 


Showbiz couple Anthea Turner and Peter Powell yes- 
terday announced they are to separate after eight years 
of marriage. A statement by solicitor and close friend 
Mark Stephens revealed that the split was amicable 
and that Ms Tkraer is now in a new relationship. 

She spoke about her marriage in the statement 
and said: “We began as lovers and somewhere along 
the way work became our abiding passion. The break- 
down of a warm and loving marriage is too high a 
price to pay for apparent success.” 


She went on to disclose how her relationship with 
Grant Bovey began and said: “What has happened 
between Grant and me was borne out of circumstance 
and our emotional response to it has been beyond 
the control of either of us." She said that she bitterly 
regrets the hurt caused to others and said she accepts 
her share of responsibility. 

Mr Powell said in the statement: “I have always 
loved Anthea and I will continue to do so. She will 
always have my support.” 
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There’s only 
one Buddy, 
says Sheikh 
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As if Bill Clinton didn't have 
enough on his plate, legally 
speaking, he now faces the 
prospect of litigation brought by 
a most unusual p laintiff . Claim- 
ing psychological distress and 
loss of earnings, Shiekh Buddy 
Rasheed of Jordan yesterday 
announced his intention to sue 
the US PresidenL 

Shiekh Buddy, (pictured, 
right, with white camel) who is 
the mayor of the town of Bass- 
fiya, said he was looking for 
lawyers in the US or Europe to 
represent him in the damages 
case, which he plans to bring be- 
cause the President named his 
new First Dog “Buddy”. As a 
consequence, the Sheikh says, 
he has lost his “prestigious and 
unique image” in the commu- 
nity, now that he is no longer the 
one and only Buddy. 

But on holiday in the Virgin 
Islands yesterday. President 
Clinton seemed unruffl ed by the 
Sheikh's threat. He and his 
family celebrated New Year at 
the private Sand Dollar villa in 
St Thomas and plan to return 
to Washington tomorrow. And 
of course, the President has 
been proudly walking his Bud- 
dy on the beach each day. 
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UPDATE 


HEALTH 


Experts sound hi-fi warning 


Christmas gifts of powerful hi-fis and personal stereos could leave proud 
owners with more than the sound of sweet music, health espe^ have warned 
Tinnitus Action, which represents nearly five million 3dults who suffer 
from constant noises in the head, wants hi-fi equipment to carrytmmtus 
danger warnings and has sent tapes of tormenting noises to Tony Blair, 
the Prime Minister, and William Hague, the Tory leader. 

Tinnitus results in permanent head sounds, heard by no one but the 
sufferer, range from hisses to noises like an electric drill, banging metal 
or bigh-pitched whistles. Any sound louder than 85 deobelsran cause 
tinni tus, either immediately or after a delay. Often the noises stay for life. 

Maiorie Hooper, chairman of Tinnitus Action, said: Anyone of any 
age would be delighted to receive hi-fi equipment or the latest in personal 
stereos as presents, without giving a thought to the serious dangers involved 
“It is troubling that such items intended for pleasure can, for some, be 
an introduction to one of the commonest and potentially extremely serious 

medical conditions.” . „ 

She said some 600,000 people in the UK already have tinnitus vs badly 
that their quality of life is affected. The popularity of loud music has been 

identified as one cause of the trouble. . 

“Mr Blair and Mr Hague are both pop music fans, so it is apt that they 
should know the sort of .. . sounds now awaiting unsuspecting people, as 
well as those experienced already by a huge number of the electorate. 

“It is time politicians took tinnitus seriously and gave it pnonty m re- 
search and treatment, instead of leaving it as the Cinderella of the NHS 
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HEALTH 


More baby Dianas after Paris death 


The number of babies named Diana increased dramatically in the weeks 
following the death of the Princess of Wales - although Diana still did not 
make it into 1997’s top 50 names for girls. 

For most of last year an average of three babies a month were named 
Diana, but in September, 29 girls became namesakes of the Princess. Chloe 
claimed the number one spot, followed by Emily, Sophie. Jessica and Megan, 
according to the Office of National Statistics, which released its annual 
charts yesterday. Besides Diana’s death, another event which appears to 
have influenced parents’ choices occurred in EflstEnden. .Grant Mitchell, 
the soap’s bad-boy, and his barmaid wife Tiffany’s choice of .the name Court- 
ney for their daughter may account for the fact that this year Courtney 
appears in the top 50 for the first time, leaping 34 places to number 20. 
Another explanation might.be the fact that actress Courtney, Lqvfc, wid- 
ow of Nirvana star Kurt Cobain, has cleaned up her image. 

Boys' names remained for more consistent than girls', with Jack re m aini ng 
the most popular boys’ name for the third year running. The new entry, 
Joe, at 49, could be attributed to the rising fame of EastEnders heart throb 
Paul Nicholls, who played the disturbed but appealing Joe in the BBC soap 
last year. 


SOCIETY 


Teenagers put cash before rebe 


Britain's teenagers are planning a very sensible 1998, according to research 
released yesterday by NatWesL The most popular New Year’s resolutioa 
among 12- to 18-year-olds is to look after their money, followed dosely 
by giving up smoking, and concentrating on their homework. . . 

After greater fiscal discipline, teenagers most wanted to stop smoking, 
do better at school, stop biting their nails and eat fewer sweets. Further 
down the list, but very topical, was a desire to give up taking drugs- Other 
items on the adolescent wish-list induded finding a new boyfriend or girl- 
friend and behaving better. 

However, despite a range of very unxebellious ambitious such as be- 
ing more tidy, the number of teenagers pledging to reform themselves in 
1998 has dropped since last year. In 1996 57 per cent of teenagers made 
a New Year s resolution, this year the figure is 53 per cent. 
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TOP 20 GIRLS’ 

TOP 20 BOYS’ 


NAMES IN 1997 

NAMES IN 1997 


1) Chloe 

l)Jadc 


2) Emily 

2) James 


3) Sophie 

3) Thomas 


4) Jessica 

4) Daniel 


5) Megan • 

5) Joshua 


6) Hannah 

6) Matthew 


7) Rebecca 

7) Samuel 

- 

8) Lauren 

8) Joseph 


9) Charlotte 

9) Ryan 

* 

10) Georgia 

10) Jordan 

* 

II) Amy 

II) Luke 


12) Lucy 

12) Connor 


13) Emma 

(3) Liam 


W) Bethany 

14) Benjamin 

! 

15) Katie 

15) Callum 


16) Shannon 

16) Alexander 


17) Laura 

17) Harry 


18) Olivia 

18) George 

\f 1 

19) Eleanor 

19) William 
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FeeKn S ^ your life is out of control is the 
biggest modem anxiety. From Monday and 
throughout next week we address the question of how to get 
your life under control. Don’t start the week without it. 
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century in 
photographs - 98 
years, 98 pictures 
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An 'unsinkable' trawler 
went down 23 years ago 
with'ail 36 hands on 
board in mysterious 
circumstances. Colin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports 
that the Government 
will pay for an 
underwater survey which 
could solve the enigma 
of the Gaul. 


After a cover-up lasting nearly 
a quarter of a century sur- 
rounding the mysterious dis- 
appearance of the Gaul , an 
•' imsmka hie" high-tech factory 
trawler, ministers have decided 
to fond an underwater survey 
which could solve the mystery 
of bow and why it went down 
with all bands on board. 

Relatives of the 36 crew 
who lost their lives have been 
fi ghting since the ship was lost 
in 1974 for successive govern- 
ments TO find the s unk en 
trawler and discover why it 
sank almost without trace, add 
without issuing a distress signal. 

They suspect it may have 
been on a spying mission^ dur- 
ing which it was sunk by a 
Soviet torpedo. Suocesave^ov- 
emmenis denied that trawlers 
were used for^pying, although 
it was common knowledge 
around theport in HuH where 
the deep sea fleet was based, 
that crews were routinely asked 
to report on Soviet submarine 
si ghtin gs, -fast before Christmas, 
the Government admitted that 
there bad been a cover-up. 

Alan Johnson, one of the 
Hull MPs - who include John 
Prescott, now the Secretary of 
State responsible for shipping 
inquiries - who has campaigned 
for the Government to act, told 
the Commons in December 


that Lord Rogers, then 
Labour’s defence minis ter, 
wrote to the relatives in 1974 
saying: *T can assure you that 
the British trawler fleet is not 
involved in any way in any in- 
telligence gathering.” That as- 
surance was repeated in 1992. 

The cover-up over the use of 

- trawlers for spying ended when 
defence ministers admitted in 
written Commons answers last 
month that trawlers had been 
used “for specific intelligence 
gathering operations against 
the former Soviet navy” in the 
1960s and early 1970s. Lord 
Rogers says he was misled. 

“At the time there was also a 
scheme whereby Royal Navy 
officers gained sea going expe- 
rience in merchant ships, in- 
cluding deep sea trawlers. All 
RN personnel were encouraged 
to report back any opportunity 
sightings of interest as indeed 
were the trawlermeu.” said John 
Reid, the defence minister. 

There was a suspicion 
among some of the Gaul fam- 
ilies that ministers in previous 
governments had been reluctant 
to authorise the search for the 
Gmd because they feared its dis- 
covery would disclose the truth 
about its secret spying mission. 

The only trace of the ship 
was a lifebuoy which was found 
■ some time 1 after the trawler 
went missing. Ministers insisted 
that it would be too expensive 

- to locale thevessd, and they re- 
fused to cany out a search. The 
families campaigned in vain 
until last year a survey was car- 
ried out for the Channel Four 
programme Dispatches at a cost 
of less than £50,000. Using re- 
ports of where the ship might 
have gone down and sonar 
technology, it was located in two 
days 270 meters down on the 
seabed in the Barents sea, 60 
miles off the coast of Norway. 

An inquiry into the loss of 


the Gaul found that it was 
probably overwhelmed in heavy 
seas in a storm. 

But in a Commons debate to 
plead for Government inter- 
vention last month. Mr Johnson 
said the Gaul was only two years 
old when it sank. Its safety fea- 
tures included a dual radar sys- 
tem, automatic steering, high 
quality radio and telegraphy 
equipment It had an experi- 
enced skipper and crew, and the 
vessel and crew were f amili ar 
with Arctic conditions. 

Underwater cameras found 
the Gaul almost intact with all 
its windows in place, and it was 
facing into the direction of the 
prevailing weather at the time 
it disappeared. 

Glenda Jackson, the transport 
minister, said there was no evi- 
dence that the Gaul had been 
sunk by enemy fire. “The feet lhai 
panes of glass were still intact and 
the absence of damage to the oth- 
er parts rule out an explosion, 
high-impact damage or attack by 
any form of weapon." she said. 

The Ministry of Defence 
said that the use of trawlers for 
counter-espionage ceased in 
1973 - a year before the Gaul 
went down. Ms Jackson told the 
Commons the Gaul “played 
no part in intelligence-gather- 
ing activities”. - 

The minister hinted that she 
would agree to a further survey 
of the vessel in the spring, 
when the weather improved. 

The Independent has learned 
that the Deputy Prime Minister 
has authorised a new camera 
survey, costing around £100,000, 
of the Gaul. It will concentrate 
on the stem, where nets pre- 
vented the Channel Four cam- 
eras from a thorough search. 
Die fresh survey’ may find that 
the stern “door" was left open 
and the vessel was overwhelmed 
by inrushing seas, like the ferry 
the Herald of Free Enterprise. 



Under fire: Pierce Brosnan plays spy hero in the latest 007 spectacular Tomorrow Never Dies, while real-life espionage continues in a lower key 


So who are our spies snooping on today? 



When William Waidegrave, a 
former Foreign Office minister, 
spoke yesterday of “tapes of 
what some foreign leader said 
in his bath”, he wasn't joking, 

Britain’s Secret Intelligence 
Service, M36, would not hesitate 
to try to listen in on any con- 
versation. intercept any mail or 
hack into any computer if it 
would give the country an edge 
over our competitors - even if 
they happen to be our friends. 

Intelligence experts were 
staggered yesterday that anyone 
should be at all surprised at MI6 
conducting secret operations 
against Britain’s European 
Union partners. 

“That's its job," said Nigel 
West, an intelligence historian. 
“The Secret Intelligence Service 
costs £900m a year and if it 
couldn’t assist ministers in find- 
ing out what other states are up 
to. then it wouldn’t be worth the 


During the Seventies, in ad- 
vance of a round of talks on the 
sovereignty of Gibraltar, a bug 
was found inside the private of- 
fice of the Spanish prime min- 
ister. It is thought to have been- 
put there by a British spy. 

“Intelligence gathering does 
not have to be hostile and it can 
sometimes be to the benefit of 


the country being observed,” 
said Mr West. 

“If we intercepted some- 
thing which showed, for exam- 
ple. that French communication 
■systems were not secure+'then- 
France would be grateful But' 
we have to listen- in to make sure 
they are safe: there’s no point- 
us sharing highly sensitive in— 


formation with them if they're 
going to let it out. The process 
is controlled by the Joint Intel- 
ligence Cbmnrttee, but a clan- 
destine electronic 

eavesdropping operation would 
require personal approval from 
the Foreign Secretary. 

An intelligence source, who 
• asked- not to be named, said: 


“The minister would have to 
weigh the value of the infor- 
mation that might be gleaned 
against the potential embar- 
rassment of being caught 
“But the other countries do 
it to us, too. It’s all part of the 
game and the rewards for the 
winner can be immeasurable.” 

— Steve Boggon 


monev. 


Long hauk Hull MP Alan Johnson who backed the Gaul families Photograph: John Voos 


The targets in modern-day- 
espionage, aside from drug traf- 
ficking and money laundering, 
are primarily political and eco- 
nomic rather than military. If a 
British minister has to enter ne- 
gotiations with other countries, 
he wants to know wbat their po- 
sitions will be before he enters 
the room. 

If that means bugging the 
home of a senior foreign official 
or an EU commissioner, then, 
with ministerial permission, its 
operatives wfl] do it. 

They recruit contacts inside 
government departments and. 
using Britain’s electronic lis- 
tening station GCHQ. they 
pick up whatever conversations 
they can. 


Frank Muir, a king of comedy, dies 



Frank Muir, one of the 
great post-war television 
and radio comedy 
Writers, died yesterday. 
David lister reviews the 
career of a. .humorist 
Who beqaiTie - ;; : 

disillusioned with' the - 

humour of today. / 


With his six-foot-six-inch frame, 
mellifluous voice, bright ;pit£k 
bow ties and bushy'RAF mons- 
tach^ Frank MiarTwfco died 



is a 


yesterday at me ui * r« » « 

figure etched in the. memory of 
viewers of sodit^vjsi on series 
as CoS My BhiffC: 

■ But Muir’s greatest talent 
was not in front of the cameras, 
but as one of the nwst-'success- 
-fnl comedy scriptwriters and 
producers of the television and 
-radio age. His partnership with 


Frank Muir. Brought classic 
comedies to TV and radio 


Denns Norden produced the ra- 
dio sitcom classic Take It From 
Here and television series such 
as Wacko, as wen as classic 

sketches for Peter SeDers. 

After the Muir-Norden part- 
nership ended in 1964 and Nor- 
den went on to take a greater 


role in front of the cameras, 
Muir did some of his most im- 
portant work, becoming assis- 
tant head of comedy for the 
BBC and then head of comedy 
for London Weekend Televi- 
sion. He became executive pro- 
ducer of such classics as 
Hancock's Half Hour . Steptoe 
and Son. The Rag Trade. All Gas 
and Gaiters , Till Death Us Do 
Part, On the Buses . Please Sir!, 
and Not Only ... But Also. He 
began scriptwriung during ser- 
vice in the Second World War 
when he became involved with 
broadcasting to the troops. 

Frank Muir died in bed - 
hours after spending an evening 
watching the film Forrest Gump 
on television, and commending 
the script, his wife PoDy, 72, said 
yesLerday. “We watched the 
film together and be thoroughly 
enjoyed it,” she said. “He main- 
tained an interest in comedy 
writing to the end.” 


Mrs Muir said she was with 
her husband when he died, just 
after mid-day. She had since 
broken the news to their two 
children. Their son Jamie is a 
television arts producer and 
their daughter Sally, married to 
journalist Geoffrey Wheatcroft, 
has for 18 years been a design- 
er of knitwear. 

Muir’s death come* three 
months after he published his 
memoirs, A Kentish Lad. 

In a recent interview, Muir 
lamented the changes to both 
television comedy and television 
in general. He said: “I see some 
smartarse sitcom, like Men Be- 
having Badly, and then 1 see 
Dud ’s Army, or Till Death Lit Do 
Am ... and the craftsmanship is 
infinitely greater.” Dennis Nor- 
den said yesterday: “He was like 
a brother to me. Nothing is ad- 
equate to express my feelings “ 
Obituary by 
Barry Took, page 16 
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you don't want to pay... 




■o 

to 


no neeo to. At First Direct, the UK’s 
leading 24 hour telephone bank, everyday banking 
transactions are free, even if you're overdrawn. 
We also give you a £250 overdraft facility free of 
any fees, because we appreciate that from time to 
time you may need a little flexibility. 


why not 


you don’t want a closed bank... 


bank for 


—so we’ve never dosed. We are open 2A hours a 
day, 365 days a year. Bank with us by telephone and 
you can call from anywhere in the UK at anytime for 
the cost of a local call. Which means no long treks to 
the high street and no queueing either. 


free? 


you don’t want hassle getting cash... 


—so we give vou the First Direct Card This allows you to 
withdraw up to £500 a day from more than 13,500 cash machines 
across the UK, including those of Midland. It also guarantees your 
cheques for £100 and lets you pay by Switch. Paying in is just as 
easy - at any Midland or direct to us by post 


Annual current account charges 


you don’t want hassle paying bills. 


.so we oav bills for you. Simply call us, tell us who to pay, how 


much and when. This way you can easily organise everything to 
suit you best, then forget it - we’ll make ail the arrangements. 


you don't want poor service... 


...so we make sure vou never get it. Every call is answered 
by our friendly and professional Banking Representatives, 
who will deal immediately with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And they are supported by specialists ready to help 
with all of your more complex banking requirements. 


you don’t want to have to shop around... 


■■■so we make sure vou don’t have to. You have access 
to a comprehensive range of direct banking services. 
These include a fee free Visa Card, a range of saving and 
borrowing opportunities, a no gimmicks home buying service, 
along with insurance and travel services too. 



or complete the coupon and post to: 

First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 

Mr/Mrs/MJss/Ms or Title 


you don’t want hassle moving... 


...so we make, it .simple to open an account, transfer your 
salary and other banking transactions. You'll find that as 
members of the HSBC Group, one of the world's largest financial 
services organisations, we provide the best service to ail our 
800.000 customers from day one. And It's easy and free to find 
out more about 24 hour banking - call now on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 
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Mowlam steps 
up security 
in Ulster 


As 150 Republican and 
Loyalist inmates released 
on parole for Christmas 
filed back into the Maze 
high security prison 
yesterday, the RUC 
announced that troops 
were being ordered back 
onto the streets of 
Ulster. Louisejuryin 
Belfast heard Mo 
Mowlam back a new 
security dam pd own 

Describing the factional killing 
and worsening security situa- 
tion in the province as “serious” 
but “not out of control”. Mo 
Mowlam, the Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, 
insisted she was not intending 
to resign. Instead she an- 
nounced the stepping up of se- 
curity and an extended 
investigation into operational 
policy at the Maze. 

Just one month after day- 
time military patrols in support 
of the police were stopped, 
RUC chiefs derided to rein- 
troduce them when necessary as 
part of fresh measures to try to 
thwart hit-and-run loyalist gun- 
men shooting Catholics in re- 
venge for the'INLA murder of 
Loyalist Volunteer Force chief. 
Billy Wright. 

After separate attacks which 
left two Catholics dead and up 
to a dozen more injured in 
Belfast and Dungannon, the 
fear now is that a vicious tit-for- 
tat shooting war could erupt be- 
tween rival loyalist and 
republican factions not on 
ceasefire. The doomsday sce- 
nario envisages other groups be- 
ing drawn into the fray, 
including the IRA, which is 
sticking to its truce. 

Last night, Ms Mowlam an- 
nounced that she would hold an 
urgent round of meetings with 
leaders of all the main political 


parties in Belfast, starting next 
Monday, in advance of the re- 
sumption of the Stormont ne- 
gotiations on 12 January. 

Speaking after talks with 
Ronnie Flanagan, the Royal Ul- 
ster Constabulary chief consta- 
ble, Ms Mowlam also backed 
the setting up of security patrols. 
She said she had repeatedly ex- 
pressed her desire to see a re- 
duction ia security activity and 
a return to normality as soon as 
possible. 

But she said they had been 
able to increase security very 
quickly in response to the “ir- 
responsible, cruel and utterly fu- 
tile” acts of recent violence. 

“The deplorable events of 
the past few days have raised 
fears in both communities. 
Real fears which do not go away 
easily, " she said. 

“We as government will do 
all we can to make sure these 
fears are not realised. The best 
day to do this and to establish 
confidence is by m akin g the 
talks process work. The situa- . 
lion now is serious but it is not 
out of controL" 

Ronnie Flanagan appealed 
for the public’s help in pre- 
venting fijrther attacks. 

“We have had dreadful 
murders in recent days and sad- 
ly 1 cannot say that is the last 
murder we are going to witness. 
But it must be kept in propor- 
tion.” 

Doormen and former IRA 
prisoner Seamus Dilion, 46, 
was shot within hours of the 
murder of Billy Wright. Eddie 
Treanor, 3 1, a civil servant with 
no Republican ties, was mur- 
dered in a bar on New Year's 
Eve. 

The Loyalist Volunteer 
Force claimed responsibility 
for both attacks although sus- 
picions have been raised that 
more mainstream loyalist para 
militaries such as the Ulster De- 
fence Association might have 
helped the LVF carry out 
Wednesday's attack. 



Court commits McAliskey for extradition 


The IRA terrorist suspect Roisin 
McAliskey was yesterday co mmi tted 
for extradition to Germany to face 
bombing charges. 

Nicholas Evans, stipendiary mag- 
istrate sitting at Bow Street Court in 
central London, gave the go-ahead. 

Her lawyers said the decision will 
clear the way for Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, to decide on ex- 
tensive legal arguments urging him 
to stop the extradition. 

Miss McAliskey, 26, is wanted by 
German authorities as an alleged 
member of an IRA unit that mor- 
tar-bombed a British Army bar- 
racks in Osnabruck in June 1996. 

During a 20-minute hearing, Mr 
Evans told the court: “In the par- 
ticular circumstances of this case, 
bearing in mind McAliskey's state of 


healLh, I now commit her on her ab- 
sence to await the decision of the 
Secretary of State about her extra- 
dition to Germany.” 

Her supporters, many of whom 
were outside court waving banners 
protesting her innocence, claim that 
since her arrest 14 months ago. po- 
lice and prosecutors have yet to es- 
tablish her whereabouts at the time 
of the bombing. 

They argue that there is a “mass" 
of documentary and eye-witness ev- 
idence confirming her presence in 
Northern Ireland on the dates when 
the woman sought by the potice was 
sighted in Germany. 

McAliskey, who denies any in- 
volvement in the mortar attack, was 
arrested at her home in Coalisland, 
Co Tyrone, in November 19% when 


pregnant, and was detained as a high- 
risk prisoner in Holloway and Bel- 
marsh Prisons in London. Last May. 
three days before her baby was 
bom. she was released on bail by a 
High Court Judge and has been stay- 
ing at a mother-and-baby unit at the 
Maudsiev Hospital, south London, 
where she is being treated for post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

Yesterday's bail was granted on 
the condition that she resides 24 
hours a day in a hospital mother-and- 
baby unit that a surety of £ 100.000 
is taken: that a £95.000 security is de- 
posited with solicitors: and that she 
agrees to consent to all future med- 
ical and psychiatric reports. 

Included in the five sureties to- 
talling £100,000 was £30.000 given by 
the writer and broadcaster Jeremy 


Hardy. Lin Solomon, a human rights 
campaigner, also provided a surety 
of £30.000 in court. 

Speaking outside court, Mr Hardy 
said he was not particularly optimistic 
about Mr Straw's forthcoming de- 
cision. “We fear that the Government 
is so desperate to please loyalists that 
they will use Roisin as a sacrifice. I 
am not optimistic, but Mr Straw’ has 
evidence that Roisin is unwell and 
evidence that she is innocent.” 

Afterwards, Miss McAliskey’s 
mother, the former mid-Ulster MP 
Bernadette McAliskey. who was in 
court, said they were now eagerly 
awaiting Mr Straw’s decision. 

“My daughter is innocent," she 
said. “She is not charged with any of- 
fence and 1 believe we will resolve 
this matter fairly." 



Companies 
must open 


1 


Soon you will have the right to 
look at every scrap of personal , 
information your boss holds on 
you. Barrie Clement, Labour Editor, . 
hears advice that companies 
should make an early start on 
‘spring cleaning* their records or 
face the threat of legal action 
from employees. 

It is a rare manager who harbours no ill will 
to at least some of bis staff. In future, how- 
ever. he or she would do well to keep 
derogatoiy opinions about employees to 
themselves - or at least refrain from com- 
mitting them to paper. 

Within the next few weeks, ministers in- 
tend to publish the Data Protection Bill, 
which will substantially enhance workers' 
rights to scrutinise their personal records, 
get them put right if necessary and in cas- ; 
es of serious error, enable them to take their 
bosses to court. Some managers routinely 
keep notes on staff which accuse them of 
a wide range of social unpleasantries from 
being a habitual fibber to being the main 
source of office odours. 

More seriously, records may contain ac- 
cusations of kleptomania or sexual ha- 
rassment Unless there is proof of such 
unlawful activities, an organisation could 
find itself embroiled in a libel suit. 

Records may contain inaccurate infor- 
mation which affects an employee's pay, pro- 
motion and prospects, says Angela Edward, 
a policy adviser at the Institute of Person- 
nel Development “Employees win have the 
right to know what information employees 
keep on them and how it is used.” she said. 

Workers are already protected under the 
1984 Data Protection Art, but its provisions 
cover computer records only. Under this 
law, there is no financial redress, simply a 
right to have information corrected where 
necessary. The legislation was, however, 
seen to be inadequate under European di- 
rectives and the current Bill has been 
drawn up with a view to introducing stricter 
rules by October. 

Warning that there could be serious fi- 
nancial implications for employers found 
keeping inaccurate information, Ms Edward 1 
advised companies “to act now". She em- 
phasised the need for employees to check 
information that had been gathered, par- 
ticularly informal records. 
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Rapist may have 
put drug in 
woman’s drink 


A woman who was raped near 
a nightclub may have accepted 
a drink which had been spiked, 
police said yesterday. 

Officers are investigating 
the possibility that the woman 
was fed the so-called “date-rape 
drug" Robypnol, which inca- 
pacitates women to the point 
where they are unable to resist 
their attackers. 

The 20-year-old woman told 
police that, two days before 
Christmas, she accepted an of- 
fer of a drink from a man at the 
Rumbarbar nightclub in Lon- 
don’s Trocadero Centre, but felt 
ill soon after drinking it She 
went outside into the street, and 
believes she was then followed 
outside, where she was raped, 
possibly by more than one man. 

The victim then wandered 
the streets “in a confused state" 
for several hours before going 
home, where she told friends 
whai had happened. They then 
called the police. 

A Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman said: “Tests showed she 
did not have an excessive level 
of alcohol in her bloodstream, 
so it is quite possible she may 
have been drugged. Tbxicology 
tests arc being done ... but we 
must keep an open mind." 

Robypnol, nicknamed 
Roofie. is a legal anaesthetic 10 
times more powerful than Val- 
ium sometimes prescribed for 
back pain. It is manufactured by 
Swiss pharmaceutical giant 
Roche and is not available 
through the NHS, although it is 
sold in private clinics. 

Last month, a charity was set 
up, the Roofie Foundation, to 
combat misuse of the drug 
which is claimed to have been 
used on hundreds of women in 
the UK and the US, where it is 
now illegal. 

To combat the threat, Roche 
is developing a new tablet form 
which turns a bright blue colour 
when dissolved in any liquid. 

The man who bought the 
woman the drink is described as 
white, about 6 ft tall, and of 
medium build. Anyone with 
any information can call 
Crim esloppers on 0800 555 1 1 1. 


Video burglars put 
themselves in the frame 

Burglars who videoed themselves committing more than 30 
crimes were horrified when their films went on general re- 
lease - to the police. Surprised officers discovered the tapes 
during a routine search at one of the men's homes in Glas- 
cote, Tamworth. Staffordshire. 

The tapes, which were edited, subtitled and dubbed with 
music, showed burglaries, vandalism and breaking and en- 
tering. 

Detective Constable Nidi Longman of Tamworth CTO said 
the police found the tapes while they were investigating an 
unrelated matter and suspicions were aroused by the titles. 

“Some interest was expressed about the videos because 
of their titles and officers’ suspicions were aroused when they 
tried to keep them away from them," he said. 

“Tve never come across anything like this before. They 
must have some equipment somewhere as they’ve done a prop- 
er job, but 1 don’t think they’ll be doing it again in a hurry. 
I think they've learnt their lesson." 

Mr Longman said the pair had filmed each other break- 
ing into derelict and unfinished properties, smashing up build- 
ings and committing burglaries. 

The men, who have not been named, are in their 20s, and 
have been bailed while investigations continue. 

Farm arsonist starts three 
fires in 24 hours 

A farm arsonist is feared to have started three more blazes 
in the last 24 hours. Fifteen blazes have now been started 
since September on farms in south-east Cornwall -with dam- 
age estimated about £750,000. 

Now there are fears that farmers may turn to vigilante ac- 
tion to catch the arsonist. Anthony Gibson, regional direc- 
tor of the National lurmers' Union, said yesterday: “Farmers 
are so angry there is talk of organising shotgun patrols." 

Keith Barrett, whose bam was set ablaze yesterday, said 
that same fanners who found someone on their property “will 
act first and ask questions afterwards". 

Mr Barrett, who farms near Duloe, went on: “It could be 
life at risk next time." The fire was only yards from occupied 
holiday cottages. 

Half an hour earlier, a store and contents were destroyed 
by fire three miles away at Pelyut, near Looe. And on New 
Year's Day £50,000 worth of damage was caused in another 
bam fire at Kellow farm, near Looe, said the police. 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 

The owner of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang is to meet with en- 
gineering experts to investigate ways of making the famous 
car more environmentally friendly. 

Nearly 30 years after the film starring Dick Van Dyke and 
Sally Ann Howes made the vehicle famous, Pierre Picton plans 
to meet with engineers at Ford to discuss ways of convert- 
ing the car. powered by a 3-litre Ford V6. to run on unleaded 
fuel. Speaking from his home in Stratford-upon-Avon, War- 
wickshire. Mr Picton said the car. which runs on four-star, 
could be converted in time for its 30th birthday celebrations 
later this year. He said: “When the engine’s done she will be 
more environmentally friendly and that will be better for all 
the children that come to see her." 


BBC pulls plug 
on Noel’s 
House Party 


Mysteiy surrounded the can- 
cellation of the BBCs flagship 
entertainment show Noel's 
House Party yesterday when 
the plug was pulled on this 
evening’s show just 24 hours be- 
fore it was to be broadcast 

The BBC would only say it 
was “due to circumstances be- 
yond our control”. 

Tfclevision industry rumours 
immediately started to circulate 
that the programme had been 
cancelled after a dispute be- 
tween Mr Edmonds and the 
BBC over the format and pro- 
duction of the show. 

The BBC even refused to 
comment on whether the high- 
rating show would be back next 
week or ever again. 

Edmonds was not available 
for comment Inquiries were re- 
ferred back to the BBC 

Edmonds owns the format of 
the programme and is 1 said to 
have full controL In November, 
he stepped in to replace the 
producer. 

He was quoted as saying: “By 
my standards, the show was 
not as good as it should have 
been." 

A source close to Edmonds 
said last night: “Noel is fine - he 
has not been sacked." 

The BBC will repeat. The 
Best of Noel's House Party in- 
stead. Tonight's programme 
had already been promoted 
along with the rest of- the 
evenings schedule. 

Edmonds is one of the 
BBC’s most popular personal- 
ities and figured heavily in its 
Christmas schedule. His House 
forty regularly tops 10 million 
viewers and is one of the BBC's 
few shows that can compete 
with Cilia Black’s Blind Date on 
nV. Combined with Casualty, 
Noel's House forty has regular- 
ly helped the BBC to win the 
battle for audience share on Sat- 
urday nights. 

If Lhe show is gone for good, 
it will blow a major hole in its 
programming schedule and 
would make a tempting formal 
for rrv. 

— Paul McCann 

Media Corresponded 
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As a bank, it's our job to safeguard precious use one of over 11,000 cash machines, including 


commodities. 

Few are as precious as your lunch hour, so we 
treat every second as sacred. 


684 in supermarkets. 

If you use the 'Abbeylink' machines you can not 
only take out up to £500 cash, you can also make 


No-one in our branches, or for that matter our deposits and transfers, and get a mini-statement 

head office, takes their lunch when you want to showing your last 10 bank account transactions. 


take yours. 


Alternatively, you could forget money altogether 


We're taking on 2000 extra service staff and and have your lunch. Then when you wake up in the 

installing an Express Till in our branches to handle middle of the night because you've forgotten to pay 

cash and cheque transactions more quickly. a bill, you can use our 24-hour automated telephone 

If you'd rather not set foot in a bank, you can banking service to sort it out. 



£ 



310 NAL 


Because life's complicated enough. 




- , . n6sils The Abbey National Bank Accuun. rs sut»ec> «u s.a.us Charges apply lor us.ng some cash machines Transfers can only be made between (inked accounts. Bill payments 

» ■■■■ , „ AbbeV National traces "j" "=> “"T‘ 'f P Ju no.mal banking foots, nbbo, Na, tonal ant) .« «■»■>«»> “■“>"> »« -adoma-kt o. Abbey Nanonal pic. Abbey H.ttte. Bake, Stteet. London NW1 ,xi. United Clngdom 
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Gales roar in at 70mph 
to bring a week of rain 


Torrential rain and gales reaching 70mph 
battered western parts of Britain yester- 
day, unleashing havoc on travellers and 
householders. 

South-west England, the North and 
Scotland were hardest-hit by the heavy 
winds. Among the casualties was a 22.000- 
tonne tanker which was blown onto the 
rocks off the coast of Devon, sending trees 
crashing down and blacking out hundreds 
of homes. 

Cross-Channel sailings between 
Newhaven and Dieppe were cancelled and 
there were several road accidents as mo- 
torists struggled to control their vehicles 
on rain-soaked roads. A mother from 
Cirencester. Gloucestershire, was being 
treated in hospital yesterday after the fam- 
ily’s car was in collision with another ve- 
hicle during 70mph gales. Hei parents and 
baby, who were also in the car. were killed 
in what police described as “a head-on col- 
lision in appalling weather". 

The ferocious winds are expected to die 
down tomorrow, but forecasters warned 


that rain and showers will continue across 
the country into next week. The only con- 
solation is that the torrential rain has at 
last eased the threat of another severe 
drought in the South-east this year. Some 
areas have had more than one and a half 
inches of rain Ln just 24 hours and reser- 
voirs in Kent and Sussex are almost full. 

At the beginning of the autumn, the En- 
vironment Agency warned that one-and- 
a-half times the normal amount of rainfall 
would be needed in Kent and East Sussex 
to stave off the threat of drought this year. 
A spokesman said yesterday: "That rain- 
fall has now arrived. The aquifers- natural 
underground reservoirs - which over 70 per 
cent of the region relies upon for its water 
supplies have started at long last to recov- 
er.” The agency also urged people not to 
dump their Christmas trees into water 
courses. "In the past trees thrown away in 
this fashion have caused blockages to 
grilles and other river structures which in 
turn has led to flooding," a spokesman said 
— Gore Gamer 



Wild water: People dodging the waves to walk on the Cobb at Lyme Regis yesterday 




WASHING MACHINES 


! CAWB1I 
8003*t'l<X>«atfibx) SHE 

awtlOO £259.» 

AMtjCTl. lijXi«pri 
"■ ifflniaJitoad 


SHE 

s*e c90 [269.99 


11 fngrjiin& 
msS3»E9 
•ranttiMBMaiBranevnoRM 

HOOVES KflTS. iMuei 
it*] wSi but i. poiaures SHE 

ZS&mmM <309.99 

tHXJPCt ■MflBWIH— THg lH I I— l 

-ttjfeoW WM6J 
10(A) SpivnbwS' tad SHE 

Kfeolopun o/i 94A 
«& £34949 SttECOU £0 1 #M 

WDUQRinBUBIBESRBOnVMM 

BOSCH WB2005 
axMO00voraUi3*i 
HHnwaUMtli pn pa nm B SHE 

C^xfly«s» SWEt120 {379 m 

a imw Hnm thwnmm 

HalpaU UME3. 1 lOdsai 
1 3tj adi bat'Aaxnt SUE 

r/?^s*ffl £ 399:* 

iwnn— r iw onw 
ZMBSSI fj, 3 s. 

450-13U vaa* jm SHE 

,swee90 {479m 

« noH wiiBr hs oma»t 

BOSCH vwr3pn 

TOM sbiv HI) wash naa SUE 

MET. 

n mns HBBT HE OFIDIM 


WASHER DRYERS 


HOOVER 40754 

1 100 son'Kli ua 

Steavtad 

W33fS«J49 « 

saea®.» S WEEK 

BNOHIHSiiiin&i nttunwvl 


-Hatpokt WD81P 
SHViiCCspnsreifl 
lab'u&hbed WDM 

s«ee110e449m 

VnnWHEBTREOPlIlIM 

ZIHS9 UIDJ>29< JafsKto" 

WlSO runvaatfsu*) 

Mb war tat®* 1 ; teal SHE 

ZSm»*Ai 579m 

amnwHiBEsrHEOPnom 


TUMBLE DRYERS 


Cmsifer jnir oab-wiaa 
RewraeinnUtejewi she 

S 

■Hotpakf TLsiP 

iWKtvhad SUE 


Itee^tumKe jntr -*> jm 
« asi2»5& SMlEUVtUajn 
ZMDS9 TOTOL 1 li) .*y leal SUE 

2SS£rW«i279ii 

4WUCHR ( MOHS HBHT RE0F1WH 



maiYmmccwcu 

4 programms CHE 

'££%****&&&* 
MtMQE t «MDO BDBErHS OPmtM 

2MB9WC7 

Eltfagaenry SHE 

SST s»t[138f299* 

H HH1HSI(IBESI HE OPram 

BOSCH sossac 
iZp acesaim qs SHE 

Ss SA0E[7O {399 m 

•hur a mwiraD mamma 



BUILT-IN COOKING 


rfSgnfteraw 
' 1 ■ CdWV«e Beane 

roam CTihEas* u <ies\ SHE 

&m620{259m 

«M WUU ■ BMM 1 KBI 
UOMUSWUII 


FREE STANDING COOKERS 


»as?i UIUUI1U1 

10n wrnm 
sfctiros- smedA) BCEJEEl 

a»m mtoWgh Ins! .pi SUE 

pwou»:25? , ?9 S«d00 £199.99 


\Zo**£\ 7WCOHE7Pfl/CE 


SUE 


Site Mu tape, 

: TOrnm n£n Stpa3fe ft 

£g» awEtlSO 

■Cannonft. wi*fi 
“ 'Green fj s Dcutfc On 

5<Yrrn,«b, 

SSrS«>200 i699« 

I——WS 

■ j Foma 623 Osenrtfcgen 
,; ^3'roomoan SHE 
Cn*tej.«irssC7 l »S? <nn km 
PR-jcuSv £3*;i9 SWEuCU If TOM 
nionwMBBTHsannM 
LBSUREtapBnill] 
Eran'ic iiCQnnn»vDaOeoMf< 
Aatatfem feonj Gnat. Qsa & K*S 
EtcnaiftraaQB LPG. 

<M vd a flrtr* 

« f it33 Ann 

?fc£l«B....&MEUW 

Q MONTIS MHBr HE OFnOWt 



Daewoo FRI4? 

FnJjenmfceBai 
43cuA'3n=c50cfy 
«s £15999 Cfl I 

s*£1»9i SWEBJUI 

n Loe RRMJFFndnBirtilccto 
4 flouiyoc; earner, 

OB £149 99 

PWOJ6N £16993 J|1\| 

a«ErtU| 
mihtpainf CUV 

^LjrtaFhi}> SHE 

MDSnSIII— TI Kf lO — 

R ^Scandoow LFiTiD 
umafntp 

; i.4 ojJ ' jess cspsSv SHE 

OT^A^i399S WEt90 (329 m 

SMCHTHSHIHHSTHEOFIIONM 


FRIDGE FREEZERS 


ARI5Q1 

SHE 

SiSSl 1 ... swe£H0{189m 

ntoiYBanx easx 

5U4iai8yiaia)aaiy SUE 

^^Ewa awEtlOO {249 m 

CFFRUT Frno-FW 
4i36oi5 SHE 

swEtlOO e299m 

lams— n wmm 


KCOliffF 

Fms-Fra? 

4&-16cua'JTOCH»iv SHE 

S3S»99» k ADM ji 

wbuk w 

J h J ^n iSrf r 

■ifl‘43cu« SUE 

S3? aw 600 {399 m 

HnmsMBsnHBa r n an ii 

■ vScmfnon r?5r» 

c.T'4 5 .ai 5 gm .apaoi/ SHE 

S^s»«swtt30i469M 

■MWnflHIBBrRBQPinM 
BOSCH KGLI3ZCO01 FrWFw 
6£.4 3'aiiigrossiaiMc4y SHE 

Cyrus') £59999 mie 620 {579m 

aMnmflHTHBTHBo rno H M 


UPRIGHT FREEZERS 


■vr. ^^swi^O {169 m 

■Holpolnr HKP SUE 

iHGunEHiBBrnaoraam 


ICD"VFrog^rw 
3i? cu.l.i«c*aay SHE 

wasi na* sw 620 c249m 

imwiinBEa heeuptiomw 


CHEST FREEZERS 


3EaiB'jp»anaDfv 

sate £i« % save c60 mm 

jr Scat K lnow a e»u; 

El cuJ tiro 

^^.swr80{2O9M 


; SAVE -150% ON 
| VAOIUW CLEANERS 


UP TO 55 W STORE 


ns jaab Dra««ircnosMPm 

HITH MY DVG»CONET EUSOl 


AQUA VAC 9*1 

TCODwnspiisv SUE 

Cant ,«iM: SW rruu Ml 
*®£99* OVEH0U79 £44M 
HOOVER IJ»»: itrgn 
SCO aare dt»b&^»+>^ 6 
■seam :« £3ft» 

{***?&/ £i ij 49 gr i 

S*ED?«5 awEtfi 


■ CANNOT BiBUTDi 


lb Comet hn hnn guradees ftri 
t ycu bf oojr pnbd ba 

infeMdap Wltesaraeola'cnai 
loalf at a fanr pis, nef ifixjf 
fsWfcdBracuPllJSIROfTW 
DR&SiQ. Aden siae far Uifetab 



WAoCndTenRadfODanspread 

fcretoiaiyputhosEjs iiy dto 

oooeptaelWftmdepodinlOT 


ameniad«]ftopa|i 



YOU CAN’T BUY BETTER 

If you’re looking for the lowest sale prices, check out the Comet Price 
Index. It features the best selling top brand products - all available at the 
lowest sale prices guaranteed. You’ll find it in the national newspapers 
every Saturday and on Teletext Channel 4 p425 every day. 


SALENOWON 



even 


l*X«nsBW3 SHE 

On-tcwt.;-* rftn/ 7 fl 

<a£l59ft SWDU%£|3M 

ft nBSB d C MCWUtTI 

iiYO isfls non Oi tters l3» 

m&um sw[25 (89 m 

Vw iI m w VJ 

Rj/waBaiCyWo 
13CO-16COJBE •.■aatfc pOS» 

, 2S’..sw600 {159m 

n <#USOn DaW-OCCCkaners 

•^Ein'VarciaMtas &K8 

lMfflBWW JM 

Wag; yw w £l«79M 

I MONTH BIBESTHS 0RXMM 



[“] rvoline swn 

w rwaanse: 
dfoincapacsi- g 

5powi?« ... £0 

rw ST33 Be leu* CanW 
TSii «fts ECU 6 -lift Moon 
w s£»9> 

CKWXj3v£34^.£i(rS9 nn I 

3*S&I59 . SWtZUl 

«UOHBVK£M«KIE 
O.T3 Pertsio Tuai Om t 
- - SCO '/SSMEGTI -3 ai 5 '3JK#| 

ive £12999 natiEh' 

£15399. SatX j* ft | 
mast ill??} swElW] 

SAW) CG450 Toon Cvert air. CtC 
ilOO /-se EGOE cun exact, SHE 
irX. C1492I [FWUSy rr JIM 

£HBM 09939 SW[30£l*WM 
SHARP RfiM 'Irma 
Canwultfl90DnfflJ5eC SUE 

swc30c249m 


SAVE n 50% ON 
!i{; SMAU DOMESTIC 
\£}i APPUANCES 

fcJ 


UP TO 250 IN STORE | 


KITCHEN APPL1AHCES 


SC 2 Ste Tbs, 

NTHW-liaBS 

'iiK arrJ lei. lasiliit* SUE 

0 ■WM*t1«&. SWErftn, |A 

OM». O¥ES00% [13.99 

™o^£MT4 4ac»baSff 
VrHCteDnM«qf.4j«DC0MD SHE 

S«E 50% {14.99 

TWHL -asa 6 

Cedes %tju 9 haie 

1 Tlr^capam 

Vtfe ^ -are SHE 

"Btiasr- « 

orao«v£39« OvbtDUtdCIOM 


PHILIPS HT.isa SMtar 
Sug-mm 

'ftM level .aqe SUE 

morphu ridwds i-joi 

'DcdVtelC»s*iFji Rver 

<wbe itmpaadr? =rtd SUE 

SSSr?.«iaii59» 


PERSONAL CARE 


BaBjft# “! Fi>syjdH»dK«Srt 
4 r 1 orrfc aracJmert 
AEustitteteJeaiwi SUE 

SESn* aw[2 {11 J9 

1OT KOB WMI-'ConiieS fMT dftBB 

S'* . . swe3{12m 



R jvc RC-.CM&- 

rr, , ?UM 


'CC'SwaiftojCeMtra 
RitAV.UVcfcMnrer SALE 

save[20 <149m 

Pa naso ni c mh)~7 nsv ectn 

CiSap.iREauCassfti 
Fnx»ain<wJvir«leiieci SUE 

3 tend c^Mier iyi .4CQ 

• 4 * tmx . SWEAi £ WPM 



Goedons 

CDHteHtU iaA SHE 

sme60c69m 

VBYTWOT C0571XMCT 
r ra^payarmaDteCO SHE 

onodrQ939 . swf25 {74 m 

VBYn«B 'XC230 
ifts: MJctsv'XiWn 
AM-FWore SUE 

pra*ifl*?Ti&s9 . aw [30 {89 m 

anna icmu cd «*» sue 

2S3r?S!£l0riB9» 

JVC Ui-TiOOCDMoo SHE 
fMWUUft Jotal luo m jma 
was EW39 . 5WUV £1 1 VM 

SONY mca 
JOsrUjtstir'XFiUrt 
23 RUS nwaApul SUE 

paiou» £349 99 . SWl70 {179 m 

aiuia n&s 2 

SBscMifcbyCDMl SUE 

Di««icHuSpo»aumtnn jm 

»»£ise93 swi20e179m 


JVC D3D1T 

SCBClUUSnCDMR SHE 

swr50 {199 m 

JVC M/iT90KUAiatC0Un 

R)Ml£r*fepaiW SUE 

XKSf*« {50f249.«9 

R aima np-n 

.lC»SCttJl4ftC0Mni 

iK'dacnASpcwanM she 

sw c90 e259m 

aiura z-rscos dk 

COMaroiaiSflMSwno SUE 

££S£!wmRm» 

SONY WHCJWO’tor 

ViM*a/CDMrt lqpjtfhWSpmrx 
'M5U, easf3^S 

‘sz-r^miw* 

IMB W aBTHgOH— 

H SONY <3S W)V P15-IS8C 
SOalMcterCDUd 
10*iBWaiFMS SHE 

wbobsS sav e 600 <599m 

««■» I M0MMU1BEI HEflnOM 


SAVE ^£100 
ON TELEVISIONS 



□ C owkB B r/C14VF 
14-TY,Vd»Con«i 
34on *it» 53wnYiia*fct' u 
«£ £T7B J6 0acu^ 

£2*19? £3»99 jhai 

Totcroa swtiUUI 


Gowbbbs 31451521* Fastai TV 
5icm«i)tesawn SHE 

sw [20 e189m 

TOSHIBA 21S1/41TB 

2i*FaseiiV 

ilOTvGOesoOT SHE 

^^.sw[50{249m 

SONY KVDiTl 
21* Fetal R/ SHE 

3iq naM 9 93i>tn 
«!5£3299 
n JVC AW 21T52&. 

*** 21* MCAM SJESC' TV 

r-ion na* xreji SHE 

pewxriv £273 B SAVE [30 [349^ 

■ Pa na sonic 
S’TCAAASwsdTV 
59jnw*fes3aer WE 

{429m 

HtTKMPVimiMIUIBlIt 


'sw[30{299m 


n SONY KV3K1 
2S* MCAM SKRO Tj 
£S on 'isbe sown 9 i£ 

sw e50 {449m 

vfaniiniMUBtt 



^ -T Wt i^MTO r» 
^OTiottesawr 
st%L54999 crwtw^ 

£S»»t5«« fW|l 
aetSQ«l SWi^UUI 

□ TOSHIBA 38<7DB 

a?* ttm; Grama TV 
ftra •■sdesoeB' 
w!W9 
P9»4-<S«999 
5»PJ'?S9 

MiniMHMt 

SONY KVSfi 

3*‘W.Own»P/ 

630* *4* 9701 
«tC81?£0 

craMsMiWtt 
?»£7'S'» . .SAVES 

irnwan 


sw[120| 



c2Ua 


SHARP 71-F33C4 TV 
5Fanvrffc5aatf' 

S10T25H. . . 
vB8co»®*“vtto.«w:ri 
TvS.rnD5PS9 lt3&9 

SAVE 60 | 

wfwiiwiMorBOirraiti 

Goodwaas ST fKAM'iAoeo 

TV&Stend 

6wr^3>tEn.2F5« [29a 

NOAM Sera VUn. 

4 neats. VNTOCO l2t9te 

■ ■ sw[60ncMat{549 

BffBMRgriHaasuaait 



Goodoam ronoLonsPa, 

[igLitnt*7ig 
«K [134* OtVOfiV 

ate £i24* s«[fV | 
SHARP VCU2T1 1MM0AC-' 

Ai]*in£»«f174?r 
awwavCiS* jwi 

sfe[is* sw[DU 

Goedms 

MGAM9MO 

VttBpto.- 4ft 

MiwEiftM swell! 



IwscavaectAt.™ 


SHE 


SSSS’SJOiBIji 


! WSDCI1 AJBCttew™ 
4neaoo W5CB999 SHE 

sar M ‘«fl*fci 

■ TOSHIBA V737NCAMS«o 

^intatSaelttconra 
■es£3S99pw4Gush 
C356M.E399® jn/ll 
■deCBSf) SWflffll 
f~| TOSHIBA VK7NCAM99W 
Wirw6S*teonnj 
10.05039 c tawri/ SHE 

3S. M -rindib 

BrrwmaBtt 

■ Psmonic NIM9BD 

4head&Ajrt)ittMr] 

M&6449J9 

paosr [46396, WS Jftftl 
sate £43.99 SW[ll!U| 

MKMWteMtt 


SAVE 5 £120 ON 
CAMCORDERS 





UP TO 25 IN STORE 


VW70&HH 
]f> arrvProgranre AE 

teflOTraese save[120 

BTHWfWI 

Pan a s o ni c wage vi6C 
i«r axmVWoe anqfe tens SHE 

swc20 {379 m 

an m wri mnwuBrr 

SHARP VLEB&iiAwam 
12* arm 

Rrpntesaf SHE 

was £49139 ... swt30 s469m 

Brnnariansuanr 

H SONY TOMH6 
3>*jBnjan 
H-R area .ws 169939 jmi 

m<are£S599 .SWiJUUI 



MOST SPORES OPBMSUMMY T1AM-SPM AM>9AM-8PM WSCDAY5 

e»U-la— drt ■ • 1*1 !- ■ 


■ PlYra 

™ )25cfBTeS 
Rsiwb contrtSww sort 

nmatetll9lH. SANE 600 [49 m 
NOKIA no 
31? Barrels 
^KiXtfdG SCARE 
ftara*q AMR 

roor.iHi[i9S3 ■ . EnaM 


MONEY BACH 
WARffANrY 


OorS^vWvndjrsnljrspBixi 
Beside gmgyn peace cl onif 
oAerSyeasyoudaftiideadin 
f> can gtfyamadf mcrey End 
hUUkistaebUdedL 







CRASH BANDICOOT 2 


SSa. NEW {39m 

TOMB RAIDER U 

-Itssc aennatvetut NEW <44m 

DIDDY KONG RACING 

--yHnrnty 4Q 

• o&a'x*qa3*m& 

HFA 98: HOAD ID WORLD CM> 

~t< Mn?flD 64 BJ 

Fimarsn £3*»M 


UOTB2W 


MULTIMEDIA PCs 


I U,Ba 

r HMS --min tjc-asx; 
wo** i«.-tn>w,- x'.t a>: w 
2 iGa raS is* SHE 

2SB?“*SS.d00 {899 m 

mnaiamM 

IBM Aolr^i.X’l-'A*- 

InH 15S.W SW Xt*Ei= 4T M» ' 
tcnxa. iaa -XZ 2 - r.t 

X^pncsiwar* J-5 ¥S ii 6 
ta*nm «s[i-:*5 SUE 

^ ! "*“'s«:30Ci999 5 . 

iMniMni nnau 

urns ws 


PZJ3VUT 

f 233MH: «>aam p<K=ss? .-jt. 

AftO 1 - 'tamousv 33»| EDD VK 
acne mercr t 12 tti r art » 
tm7}£tu.raoar. 

■KJIW* SHE 

tar—MiuniHgcwai 
5iawBB xieiap.iT 
NIXDORF^I OTAR: Famm 
pne ear ara ISO™ xcrco;. 

£«> SD W.'.32Ci rzl * 2 r.t 
3D xxjjsss 
wte MlVU 

3 M btlwlan jeit 

.SAVE£l/U 
imimGinrorne 



■au7EmN.«UBaaniaHH9nMK 


B J S»l4(KG*xrhW 
m«4 cages pa nue 

«d»»! iw swe20 {179m 


IKC* rtfiFfafcxsTH 
U)iu5p^s5fenwxjte 
K0 x OX) Do on 

vasC3939 SUE 

twcu* E249®. 

C99M 


WrfO e21 9m 

KUEBncnDEow Honvcsa 


^ - 5WE. L '£300NPHONE5, 
-W FAXES 4 ANSWERING 
MACHINES 


_ UPTOBQMSTOBE | 
n VailURBl Taftrtre *«h 

P^CigMArewngMaOwte SHE 
lOmearesCsJ sosenng j; «4 
«a aE33M SWMbWM 

j? Bciduti Dfictwy 
CcnfcssftttWre 
Pa^ngtsdBy 

Ggtirxag Rxlrtui nn , 

kKt»£59M.. SAKEEaUI 

H SotAMStamBsa FFSBQA 
«3o«*8ss TflaYcra «en Oge 
Arcwi^UDve SHE 


s£29Je. 




rOwsseiOiO 
O^aCotteTeietrarm 
l33UBT7rt tnir^tecOfe SHE 

^^.sw[30{149m 


MOW 

UBsaRutwawaouN 


SFuar 

Fa Mi Djpsl Ansneng lAam 
hKnetc SMAxtb wntfi SHE 
SDmMnres.«isE1S9S9 m mq 
pra.tw4y£2l9® SW^UHOaM 



maxeO ewcgs 
4 ft* Hgh Grade 'AteoTape 
i 2 Hxnoltecaanjine j b„ 

«£PM SW£I EOM 

DEJA TnoCD StTaga UN 
tt*S»CD5 

ftatetx n ftewood cr Rtb it, .0 — 
•ascii®. swi/otVM 

CEuuIS 

uoo»«a* m was Be® 

As*t»m Taan or 

zi asr bw%{9m 


AWARD-WINNIHG 

PRODUCTS 


bpafcfarileafagnd epBKfert 
uuyuj us lest aid renew nr mge. 
Pnxfadscfcpbfedrii Hdenoie 
oa ad whw g pn xfa dsandndEndB 
higtfy recsnmdeiJ prodods. 


■ d (&B 0 P> t* am OT & Taa ptyatft nC» Pro. aaOKpR matti 


M -tvt* 0*** * * ' : ‘* BC m lMv4^..j rw l „ f ) Trr - tw ,^ T r— „ 

vnh .Iftar.w p«*t j*i * >w n M a imm an <■_ « lb. ** b m> r, — cs .1 


_ 

■mpwnm>a<nm BK ii:Cn 0C(C ij annnraaaa;rf(C r. ama ,, :casl<l , pnaj , ai 2S|J%APR r «4M«M»<-P3:7 . aw r^o 

ninsitmto tmtanmCtenBgmmgneNmuianmAmirNUmBaCDcasTenn 
■radUrKmnitfr-faawajarrtaiBmBUgiiinaiasiMd tttMUCu p»— tCfc wj— l»p » i» MlM«ag 
nniarmaiiSAMtntmataiiiBDtBirigiinananniMnii tva re • uuuu< coho e s«o 7 »g s no CP a 


Advertisers 
stir up a war 
with BBC 


A television ratings war 
is set to break out after 
powerful advertisers 
urged the ITY network 
to measure itself only 
against the BBC. 

Paul McCann, Media 
Correspondent, explains 
the background to the 
battle for our control 
buttons. 


ITV has been issued with a 
warning from advertising agen- 
cies to boost its falling ratings 
by taking on the BBC rather 
than trying to compete with 
Channel 4 and Channel 5. 

The Institute of Practition- 
ers in Advertising, the trade 
body for the advertising and me- 
dia-buying industry, has asked 
ITV’s new chief executive 
Richard Eyre to create a 
“benchmark” level of ITV view- 
ing figures against the BBC. 

When Mr Eyre joined ITV 
from Capital Radio in the au- 
tumn he asked advertisers to 
give him 100 days to devise a 
strategy for IT\r s revival. He 
will be presenting that strategy 
later this month. 

While he is believed to be 
planning an assault on BBC1 in 
particular, Mr Eyre is thought 
to be unwilling to set a specif- 
ic target for taking viewers 
from the BBC because of the 
likelihood of the BBC raising its 
game in response. 

Mr Eyre has prepared for 
taking on the BBC by stealing 
a number of ideas and senior 
broadcasters from the corpo- 
ration. including Grant Mans- 
field, the man behind “real 
people” programme successes 
such as The Driving School and 
Airport. He has also hired David 
Baddiel and Prank Skinner to 
present a World Cup version of 


their popular Fantasy Football. 

Advertisers are pressing for 
the assault on the BBC because 
ITV’s share of viewing has fall- 
en rapidly in the last five years 
to under 34 per cent as satellite 
and cable channels have stolen 
viewers. While ITV has been 
slipping the BBC has managed 
to hold onto its share of about 
41 per cent when both BBC 1 
and BBC 2 are added together. 

The IPA is worried that ITV 
may try to bolster its audience 
share by taking viewers from 
Channel 4 and Channel 5 rather 
than the BBC They are against 
this because it does nothing to 
increase the total number of 
viewers who see their adverts. 
Advertisers pay for airtime on 
ITV in a bizarre way that can 
mean they pay more per view- 
er as ratings fall, and they have 
seen their media costs rise well 
above the rate of inflation over 
the last three years. 

Mr Eyre was appoint ediy 
ITV and given sweeping exec- 
utive powers following criti- 
cism from advertisers that tlie 
network’s federal system meant 
big players such as Carlton, 
Granada and United News & 
Media were competing more 
with each other than with 
external rivals. 

As competition from new 
broadcasters has eaten into 
their audience share commer- 
cial broadcasters have become 
increasingly angry about what 
they see as the popularisation 
of the BBC’s schedules. ITV 
and some of its advertisers have 
criticised the BBC for w inning 
a renewal of its Charter by 
promising distinct program- 
ming not seen on other chan- 
nels. Instead, they argue, the 
BBC is competing directly with 
commercial channels with mass- 
market soap operas, games 
shows and fly on the wall ‘'real 
people” television programmes. 


Street crime wave 
blamed on truants 


Forty per cent of all street rob- 
beries and a third of car thefts 
and burglaries in London are 
committed by truants, it 
emerged yesterday. 

Now Tony Blair is to launch 
a campaign against truants af- 
ter being shown evidence of a 
youngsters' crime wave. 

. Studies have revealed that 
the culprits are mainly boys who 
lose i merest rn lessons because 
of poor literacy skills. 

The Prime Minister has or- " 
dered the Downing Street social * 
exclusion unit - set up last month 
to devise new solutions to the 
problems of poverty- to think up 
new ways to tackle truancy. 

Sir Paul Condon, Metro- 
politan Police Commissioner, 
told the unit that most of the of- 
fences took place during school 
hours, according to reports. 

The unit was also shown fig- 
ures from the Basic Skills 
Agency which reveal low edu- 
cational standards among of- 
fenders aged 17-25. Interviews 
with 500 such offenders showed 


21 percent could not write then- 
name and address properly. A 
further 48 per cent could not 
write their name and address 
and give more than two pieces 
of information about them- 
selves without making mistakes. 

About half had difficulty 
telling the time and giving the 
days of the week or the months 
of the year in the right order. 
Only 30 per cent could fill in a 
job application form. 

The survey was earned oat 
through interviews with of- 
fenders from towns and rural ar- 
eas in Shropshire. 

About 90 per cent said they 
had been truants at some stage 
during their school career and 
64 per cent said they were ha- 
bitual truants, absent for a day 
or more a week soon after start- 
ing secondary school. 

The average age when tru- 
ant ing started was 12 to 13, and 
55 per cent said they commit- 
ted crimes while absent from the 
classroom. 

Trevor Phillips, page IS 
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Writing on the wall: Election graffiti and a peeling poster for Daniel arap Moi in Nairobi yesterday. President Moi iss favourite to win 


Tribal rifts wreck Kenya’s 
chance to throw out Moi 


Photograph: Corinne DufkaVReuters 


Kaunda’s lawyers demand 
speedy trial or release 

Lawyers for the former Zambian president Kenneth Kaun- 
da, accused of fomenting a failed coup in October, yester- 
day demanded in a Lusaka court for an easing of his house 
arrest and a speedy trial, or his release. 

Britain, meanwhile, cancelled the Foreign Office minis- 
ter Tony Lloyd’s trip to Zambia to protest against the gov- 
ernment’s actions, “'ll would be wrong for me to visit so long 
as Mr Kaunda remains in custody but uncharged, and in the 
absence of a commitment from the Zambian authorities that 
I will be able to see him," Mr Lloyd said. 

At the court. Mr Kaunda, 73, said the government, not 
he, was on trial and urged his backers not to be bitter. By 
speaking, he may have technically violated the terms of his 
house arrest, which forbid him from participating in politi- 
cal activities and speaking to the media. — AP, Lusaka 

Burundi deaths rise to 284 


Troops were still combing the area around Burundi's Bu- 
jumbura airport yesierday as the death toll in a bloody rebel 
attack on Thursday rose to at least 2S4. 

Army spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Mamert Sinarinzi 
said that the dead included ISO civilians, 100 rebels and four 
Burundi army soldiers. An estimated 1,000 Hutu rebels 
launched the dawn attack near the village of Rukaramu. a 
few kilometres north of Bujumbura, the most daring assault 
on the Burundi capital since military ruler Pierre Buypva 
seized power in an army coup in July 1996. 

The attackers appeared to be part of a broader alliance 
of Burundian and Rwandan Hutu rebel groups, but most of 
the dead were former Rwandan army soldiers, Li-Col Sinar- 
inzi said. — Reuters, Nairobi 


Daniel arap Moi appears 
to. have the achieved the 
victory he sought in 
Kenya’s elections. But 
Ed Oloughlin in Nairobi 
asks whether this will 
simply deepen the crisis 
in the country; 


Amid all the sound and fray of 
this week’s elections in Kenya 
one remarkable story of huinari 
achievenient . has gone almost- 
unnoticed. 

On Tuesday- it was an- 
nounced that Humphrey Ochuo 
Makasembo, a candidate for the 
National Development Party, 
had trounced his four rivals to 
win the Uruba ward seat on 
Migori town council. For Mr 
Makasembo it was a triumph 
over the greatest of handicaps: 
three weeks , before the polls 
opened on Monday, he died. 

Mr Makasembo's victory 
from the grave was by no means 
the only strange thing about this 
week’s elections. By the time 
palls closed ah the main parties 
contesting the parallel presi- 
dential parliamentary and civic 
elections - including the ruling 
Kenyan African National Union 
were claiming to be the victims 
of impersonation, ballot-stuffing, 
vote-buying and inutntdation. AH 
alleged that the electoral com- 
mission’s gross bungling, which 
caused many polling stations to 
open late or not at all on Mon- 
day, was part of an anti-demo- 
cratic conspiracy' against them. 

The two leading opposition 
figures, Rafla Odinga and fel- 
low presidential candidate 
Mwai Kibaki. yesierday reject- 


ed the preliminary results which 
showed Mr Moi would he swept 
back into power, and called for 
a new poll within 21 days. 

With counting continuing 
yesterday, unofficial figures 
from 166 of the 210 con- 
stituencies showed President 
Moi comfortably leading his 
nearest rival. Democratic Par- 
ty candidate Mr Kibaki. In- 
i', 974,871 votes to 1 .63X597. His 
share of the vote was 39.2 per 
. cent 7 a surprise increase on his 

per cent fri'1992. 

- But even if the elections 
were really free and fair, the late 
Mr Makasembo’s story shows 
that there are still deep flaws in 
Kenyan democracy. 

Mr Makasembo posthu- 
mously topped the poll be- 
cause his name appeared on the 
ballot paper beside the tractor 
symbol of Mr Odinga’s Na- 
tional Development Party. 

.Mr Odinga is a member of 
the Luo tribe, the second largest 
in Kenya, and like all major 
Kenyan parties, his NDP is re- 
ally little more than an ethnic 
caucus. Migori is in the Luo 
heartland of Nyanza province. 
Had the NDP nominated a 


dead donkey in Mr Makasem- 
bo’s stead it too would have 
come in at a earner. In fact the 
NDP took every- seat in Migori. 

Ethnic and regional consid- 
erations dominate Kenyan pol- 
itics to the exclusion of virtually 
everything else. 

In the 1992 election, for ex- 
ample. candidates Kenneth 
Matiba and Mwai Kibaki. both 
members of Kenya’s largest 
tribe, the Kikuyu, won 95 per 
cent of the votes in the Kikuyu- 
dominated Central Province, 
but only 23 per cent in Rift Val- 
ley, stronghold of President 
Moi’s Kalenjin tribal alliance. 
RaDa Odinga won 75 per cent 
of the vole in his Luo-domi- 
nated Nyanza province but only 
1 per cent in Central. Early fig- 
ures from this year's poll show 
the same massive regional im- 
balances. 

This year there was some ex- 
citement when Charity Ngflu be- 
came the first woman (o make 
a serious bid for the presidency. 
As a member of the small Kam- 
ba tribe it was felt she might win 
votes from women of all eth- 
nicities and from men sick of (he 
tribal deadlock. This has not 


MYSTERY DIS EASE KILLS 250 

Teh days after it was first reported, health authorities in Kenya 
are still struggling to identify a mysterious epidemic which has 
killed 250 people in the flood-stricken north-east. 

Symptoms include fever, headaches and haemorrhaging from 
body orifices, symptoms identified in thousands of livestock also 
reported to have died in recent days. The Kenyan representa- 
tive of the World Health Organisation, Dr Douglas Kkaucke, said 
the authorities now believe the disease could be caused by an- 
thrax, a bacterium tested by several countries — including Britain 
-for use in germ warfare. But he stressed that the samples were 
still being tested for Rift Valley fever. — Ed O'Loughlin 


materialised. Early figures put 
Mrs Ngilu a poor fifth, with 
most of her votes coming from 
her native Eastern province. 

Her main significance now is 
as a potential spoiler. To be re- 
elected Mr Moi needs to win 25 
per cent of the vole in five of 
Kenya's eight provinces and 
Mrs Ngilu's candidacy threatens 
to deprive him of a substantial 
block of the Kamba vote in one 
of the five provinces which he 
won last time. Unofficial figures 
suggest that he may reach the 
target in seven provinces - a re- 
sult which the opposition is 
certain to reject as fraudulent 

For the past 19 years Mr 
Moi's great skill as a ruler has 
been to play off the three largest 
tribes - the Kikuyu. Luo and 
Luhya - against each other 
while maintaining the support of 
the smaller peoples. 

Although most members of 
the larger tribes now detest Mr 
Moi's government for its cor- 
ruption and misrule, they still 
seem unable to unite to get rid 
of him. In 19m2. despite claims 
of massive Kanu vote-buying 
ana suggestions of serious ir- 
regularities. Mr Moi won only 
36 per cent of the vote but still 
won easily. 

This time around the oppo- 
sition vote is split amongst 14 
presidential candidates and 22 
would-be parliamentary parties. 

With political tensions run- 
ning high across the country and 
all sides condemning the election 
as flawed and rigged. Kenya's 
battered reputation as East 
Africa's richest and most stable 
country seems destined to suf- 
fer a further blow. Mr Makasem- 
bo, wherever he is now, niav feel 
he is better off out of it. 


Namibia’s bushmen threatened with 
oppression by black government 


The past couple of centuries have 
not been kind to the Kxoe- 
speaking San, or ‘bushmen’, of 
north-eastern Namibia. 

O'LoughM found out why their 
problems haye got worse since 
the country became independent 



. garn eren>.iaamitjm AicuiuiimJt; ~ r -t vw . _ — . 
now live in sprawling resettlement ramps 
"inside the WeslCaprivT game reserve, the 

^ rive Ikdheartof.lheirtraditionai. hunt- 
ing range. ... ■ . 

No longer able to hunt or wander in the 
old manner, they have fallen prey l o all the 
predictable 20th-century serial scourges - . 
unemployment, alcoholism, malnutrition, 
violent crime and .disease, including a 
rapidly-worsemiig epidemic of HIV. Yet 
what preoccupies them most at present is 
not these modem afflictions, but a new 
• threat Enin an old enemy. 

The powerful chief of a neighbouring 
Bantu-speaking tribe, which once enslaved 
the Kxoe' is claiming that they are still »s 
vassals and that the land they cununtiyoc- 
cupv « his. And the democrancally eiecr- 
S^vernmem of the Sooth West Afnca 


people’s Organisation (Swapo), which 
wrested independence from apartheid 
South Africa in 1989, seems to be sup- 
porting the chiefs feudal claim. 

At the centre of the dispute is a small 
tourist cam psite built by the Kxoe on the 
Okavango River’s Popa Falls to raise funds 
for development Constructed at the be- 
ginning of this vear with the help of West- 
ern donors and 'local development agencies, 
the campsite was condemned from the out- 
set bv Chief Erwin Mbambo, leader of the 
neighbouring Mbukushu tribe, on t e 
grounds that his permission had not been 

sought. . , 

The Kxoe ignored him, saying the 

Mbukushu chiefs had no jurisdiction east 
of the Okavango River. But then in May, 
[be government abruptly announced that 
the camp would have to go: the prison min- 
istry, it said, needed the stretch of scenic 
riverbank along the east of the falls to ex- 
pand a neighbouring penal farm. 

'Since then the Kxoes’ campsite has be- 
come a cause ctffer for Namibian and en- 
vironmental and .ocW and a 

rallying point for the divided and demor- 
alised Kxoe people. 

They claim that key figures wtfiun ‘ht 
government are really acting at the behest 
of the Mbukushu chief, Erwm Mbambo, a 


former Swapo exile with close ties to se- 
nior government (cadent. If not, they ask, 
whv is the government ignoring the hun- 
dreds of Mbukushu peasants who have set- 
tled within Jhe reserve over the past two 
years, illegally grazing cattle and burning 
off bush for planting? 

Many Kxoe also believe that elements 
within Swapo are trying to punish them for 
taking the wrong side in the Namibian lib- 
eration struggle. Between 1975 and 1989. 
the South African army used attractive 
wages and racial propaganda to persuade 
thousands of "Bushman” soldiers to serve 
as trackers and reconnaissance troops 
along the Angolan border. 

“They say" to us. ‘We remember you 
when you were killing us'." said Kipi 
George, elected chief of the Caprivi Kxoe. 
"Even - tribal group in Namibia has mem- 
bers who fought against Swapo. but we arc 
the onJv ones who are being blamed. 

For many San. apartheid was not a black 
and white maLlcr. Smith Africa's own Sail 
were wiped out by two centuries of white 
genocide - Bushmen were hunted for tro- 
phies up until the beginning of this centu- 
ry _ bui elsewhere in southern Africa many 
aboriginal San found a more immediate 
threat in the well-organised Bantu lannci* 
who began arriving there 2 .UWI years ago. 
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Rats tested for killer bird flu 
after eating dumped poultry 


The World Health Organisation 
has started testing dogs, cats and 

rats in Hong Kong to find out 
whether the mysterious bird flu 
has spread to other animals. 

The tests were revealed as 
the Hong Kong government 
came under increasing fire for 
its handling of the poultry cull 
which destroyed 1.4 million 
chickens, geese, ducks, pigeons 
and quail. 

The tests on other animals 
were ordered after it became 
apparent that the authorities 
had left large bags of dead 
chickens in various places 
where they were seized and 
eaten by dogs, cats and rats. 

Television pictures of dead 
chickens being carried away by 
scavenging dogs have added to 
a mood of public unease about 
the handling of the slaughter. It 
was supposed to take 24 hours 
but ended up lasting four days. 
Even after it was supposed to 


be over there were reports of 
poultry farms waiting for offi- 
cials to complete their task. 

While the cull was underway, 
government officials were seen 
supervising the killing of poul- 
try in the markets wearing full 
protective dothing, but those ac- 
tually killing the birds were 
doing so with bare bands, sur- 
rounded by blood and large 
numbers of scared birds. 

Hie aim was to try and cut off 
the flu at its source. The death 
toll from the H5N1 virus has now 
reached 4 out of 15 confirmed 
and 6 suspected cases. 

Yesterday the Executive 
Council, or cabinet of the Chief 
Executive, Tung Chee-hwa, met 
in emergency session to discuss 
the bird flu crisis. Beforeband 
one of the councillors, Tam 
Y hi -chung. publicly criticised 
the government’s handling of 
the cull. He said decisions over 
the slaughter might have been 


made with undue haste. “Prepa- 
ration or evaluation therefore 
was not sufficient,” he said. 

After the meeting Mr TUng 
admitted that there had been 
'inadequacies' in the govern- 
ment's actions and said “im- 
provements need to be made' 1 . 
He promised that this would be 
“sorted out some time today”. 

Researchers have been un- 
able to establish bow a strain of 
flu previously only found in 
poultry is transmitted to hu- 
mans. A bigger concern is 
whether the virus can be trans- 
mitted between humans. 

Experts from the WHO be- 
lieve the risks of human to hu- 
man transmission are minimal 
because the virus, although 
potentially lethal once it takes 
root in victims, has weak pow- 
ers of transmission. However, 
the virus may be mutating and 
gaining strength. 

— Stephen Vines 



New Y ear blow-out Smoke from the volcano Popocatepetl rising over Puebla in southern Mexico 

is on alert after the 17,992ft peak erupted on Thursday, spewing out smoke and ash Photograph; Ulises 


Cuban exile . ^ 
lays down law 
on US entry 




A Cuban baseball star who was >t , 
- — — * -i-arauce to enter 


the United States ~ 
ing to the Bahamas is ngw*.-™- 

to take up the offer until fosfel- - 

low passengers are also allowed 
into the US. 

Orlando Hernandez, whose ; ; 
baseball-star brother, Livan, - 1 . 
found fame and fortune m the, ; ; 
US after defecting from Gibs . 

two years ago, was one of dgbt . 

passengers on a small boat 
picked up by US coastguards in /■ 
Bahamas waters this week. - 
Within 36 hours, he, his giri- / - 
friend and another baseball .. . 
player were told they could at- . 
ter the US. The other five were ; . 
detained pending repatriation 
to Cuba. 

The case highlights the nse 
of discretion in US asylum poj-. • 
icy towards Cubans and the ex- 
ceptions made for sporting and . - 
entertainment figures. 

— Mary pgevsf^"- /. 
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Sonia brings 
Gandhi magic 
to India poll 


The decision by Sonia 
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi’s 
widow, to campaign for 
the Congress Party has 
galvanised India’s latest 
general election, writes 
Peter Pophom in Delhi. But 
the outcome of the 
voting is almost certain 
to be another coalition. 


The world’s biggest democracy 
wiH begin voting in its general 
election on 16 February, the 
election commissioners in Del- 
hi announced. So vast is the area 
that polling in India’s 543 con- 
stituencies will take place over 
four separate days, finishing 
on 7 March, and counting will 
begin two days after that. 

It is less than two years 
since Indians last voted in a gov- 
ernment. and the result was so 
inconclusive that there have 
since been three prime minis- 
ters, the first of whom held pow- 
er for only 13 days. 

But the coming election is 
shaping up to have at least 
more human interest than the 
last one. thanks to Sonia Gand- 
hi's decision last week to cam- 
paign on behalf of Congress. 

As the only politically active 
member of the Nehru-Gandhi 
dynasty which has governed 
India for most of its first 50 
years, her decision immediately 
changed the complexion of the 
contest Until then the Hindu 
nationalist BJP. long the “‘fas- 
cist” or “communalist” bogey- 
man of Indian politics, seemed 
to be heading for its first real 
breakthrough. 

In 1996 the BJP won 177 
seats, more than any other par- 
ty and 42 more than Congress 
- but with its high-minded re- 
fusal to enter alliances with re- 
gional or caste parties, it found 
itself some 70 seats short of a 
majority. 

In recent months ft has jet- 
tisoned its claim to purity and 
entered the same horse-trading 
as the other parties. As a result 
ft has spread tentacles into the 
eaa and south where previously 
the BJFs message of Hinduism, 


Mother India and economic 
reform meant little. 

Then on New Year’s Eve the 
most famous enigma of Indian 
politics, Rajiv Gandhi's widow 
Sonia, finally played her hand, 
and changed everything. 

Although she has lived in In- - 
dia for 3U years, she has never 
played any active part in poli- 
tics, and the assassinations of 
her husband and her mother-in- 
law, Indira, make her security 
on the stump a fearful problem. 

She is, of course, Italian try birth 
and upbringing. Yet few people 
doubt her participation will im- 
prove Congress’s prospects. 

“She was never created by 
God to win elections,” said one 
local analyst “After 30 years of 
living here her Hindi is sclU aw- 
ful But this is an electorate 
where every second person is il- 
literate, where only a fraction 
of people read newspapers, 
which has worshipped idols far 
thousands of years and which 
has been dominated by Con- 
gress for decades. Of course &e 
will make a difference.” 

Much may depend on bow 
many constituencies she is able 
to visit and how many voters are 
going to be moved by having 
seen the living legend. Con- 
gress's problem has been that its 
president, the octogenarian 
Sitaram Kesri, lacks popular ap- 
peal and the party is essential- 
ly leaderiess. In a recent opinion .1 
poll Mrs Gandhi was the sec- 
ond choice for prime minister, / 
behind the BJP incumbent Atal- 
Bihari Vajpayee. . . 

Her inexperience makes ifc^-v 
unlikely that she would be/’, 
thrust into such a role. She was ■ 
yesterday making supportive 
noises about Dr Manmohan i, 
Singh, an economist and a pop- 
uiar finance minis ter who drove 
through the reforms of 1991 that : 
transformed the country’s edo- - 
nomic prospects. A Sikh, it s ar- 
gued he would pose a serious 
challenge to Mr Vajpayee. : 

The one thing almost certain, 
however, is that there will be an- 
other coalition. With more than. ' 
one-third of voters supporting 
minority parties, the days of 
national party dominance seem 
to be gone for good. 


Roman town unearthed 


Archaeologists have unearthed the ruins of a Roman town 
boh/ during Emperor Nero’s reign In southern Egypt, an 
antiquities official said yesterday. 

A four-year excavation by Canadian and Egyptian ar- 
chaeologists has revealed two-storey homes, said Mo- 
hammed el-Saghir, the director-general for southern Egyptian 
antiquities. The town ties in an area called Esmenl el-Kharab, 
near the Dakhfe Oasis. 550km (341 miles) south-west of Cairo, 
Mr el-Saghir added. The buildings were “in good condition”, 
despite having been erected in the first century AD. 

— AP, Cairo 


Emu warning for Germans 


An economics professor preparing a court bid to delay the 
launch of Europe's single currency warned Germans yes- 
terday that they had most to lose from monetary union. 

“Germany would have to fear the most negative conse- 
quences,” Wilhelm Hankel of Frankfort university, told Saar 
radio, adding that the chances were hjgh that the new cur- 
rency, the euro, would be unstable. Mr Hankel and three 
other academics are preparing to lodge a complaint 
Emu with the Federal Constitutional Court, the highest in 
Gemiany, in a bid to delay the launch due on 1 January 1999. 

— Reuters, Bonn 
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pursuit of the perfect moment 


THE INDEPENDENT 
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II 


Three years ago Jason Rebello, 
risingstar of the new Brit Jazz 
scene, quit playing to become a 
BudcSiist monk. Now he’s back. 

■ Pfd Johnson meets the man 
behind the press release. 


t 


tf&soch a good stoiy, it seeois a shame 
to ietmere fects get in the way. A bril- 
liant aod handsome young pianist at 
the top of his career suddenly packs 
it all -in to go off io a Buddhist 
maaasteiy in search of the meaning of 
h£e.. After experiencing the stem dis- 
cipline of monastic routine, he slowly 
gods himself once again and realises 
thai his true gift is to make people 
happy through hs music He therefore 
bids a sad farewell to his fellow monks 
aiidleave£ the monastery to play a fab- 
. ulcus comeback conceit at the Royal 
Festiral Hail, where amid the cheers 
and the ovations he meets bis old Same 
backstage. They embrace passionately 
before he nips out front again for an 
enoxe, probably a bit of Rachmaninov. 
The pianist could be played by Brad 
Pitt, the monastery could be in Tibet, 
and Helena Bonham Carter could 
supply the love interest 

it’s nearly true. Jason Rebello 
is the pianist and be h young, brilliant 
and handsome. He is also playing the 
South Bank tonight, although it’s really 
the tiny Purcell Room and not the 
larger RFH (but this is British jazz. 
irigEt?) : 

The performance is something of a 
comeback, too, even if it's not in fact 
the first lime he’s stroked the ivories 
in public since he quit the cloister. And 
the monastery? Yep, there is one, but 
it's in Bradford-on- Avon, just outside 
Bath, rather than atop the Himalayas. 
Jason hasn’t exactly left it either, al- 
though he's no longer a full-time 
monk. In fact he was only there for a 
couple of months, two years ago, but 
be stm lives within sight of the place 
and goes there regularly to meditate. 
And finally - sorry. Brad - the Bud- 
dhism wasn't an overnight conver- 
sion; Rebello hadbeen easing himself 
inloitforyears.- 

“Tm probably not cut out for a med- 
itative life,” Rebello says,a littleem- 
bairassed at the rather enthusiastic spin 
the promoter of tonight's concert has 
put on the Buddhist angfe. 'Tt’sa tough .. 
thing to do, to become a- monk. Being 
really honest, leaving the monastery 
came down to my reluctance to give 
up my own way of-iffe. I was just too 
frightened to do that, and I didn’t have 
the necessary detachment. You get up 
at 5.45am and do five hours of medit- 
ation a day, as well as lots of work, and 
coming from the lifestyle 1 was lead- 
ing, it was the complete opposite. I in- 
tended to go for a few years but in the 
end it was only a few months because 
it became too difficult,” 

Rebello’s story contains the seeds 
of yet another potent myth, in which 
hisretreat (such as it was) can be seen 
as a response to tbc waning of the brief 



-Rabetfo. without a cause? ‘When there^s no me, therels no problem!’ Photograph: Regan Coles Pecfem 


British jazz revival of the late Eighu’es 
and eady Nineties, of which he was first 
a beneficiary and then a casualty. Fol- 
lowing the success of Courtney Pine and 
Andy Sheppard for Island Records. 
Rebello was signed to BMG's Novus 
label in 1989; his debut album, A 
Clearer View, was produced bv the star 
American saxophonist Wayne Shorter. 
Itao further albums followed before his 
contract, like those of Pine and Shep- 


pard. was dissolved when sales did not 
meet expectations. But this version of 
events is probably no nearer the truth 
than the Erst, Just before his decision 
to retire, Rebello had achieved his 
greatest fame so far, when he appeared 
as a TV presenter for BBC2"s pop- 
culrure series Anrageous. a role he 
looked quite comfortable with. 

Still only 28 years old. Rebello 
thinks that it may have been his pre- 


cociously early success, as much as any- 
thing else, that led tn his gradual dis- 
illusionment with music. 

“1 was trying to find a new mean- 
ing because I was gelling increasingly 
dissatisfied with the way things were 
going.” he sav^. “Sometimes, when 
your dreams are fulfilled early, you 
"feel, is that all there is?' You work 
hard and get success, which is what you 
hoped for. but your idea of what it will 


be like is much more pleasant than it 
actually is, and as a consequence you 
feel let down. You think, 'Yes, if I'm 
successful, m be really happy and 
secure', but it doesn’t really work like 
that.” 

The interest in Buddhism had 
been growing steadily ever since his 
professional career took off after be 
left the Guildhall School of Music in 
London in 1986. "1 think what at- 
tracted me is that it's veiy logical - 
Buddhism can appeal to Westerners 
because they have this logical bent. 
You're not asked to believe things 
blindly, you're testing them out, almost 
like you're a scientist - you're trying 
to find out what is real.” 

For a jazz musician, the attracuon 
of a philosophy that prizes the perfect 
moment above all else is very power- 
ful and many instrumentalists have 
compared the act of improvising to a 
kind of enlightened state. Sonny Rollins 
has talked about how he knows he is 
playing at his best it in the midst of a 
solo, he loses Hims elf in the music to 
the point where the saxophone seems 
to be playing him rather than the other 
way round. “In a sense, it's the self that 
impedes everything you do," Rebello 
says. “You’re constantly trying to give 
up tbc idea that you 're calling the shots. 
When you're playing, the idea of self 
is what makes it go wrong. When there's 
no me, there's no problem!" 

RebeUo’s own style as a pianist 
doesn't, at least on the surface, suggest 
the intervention of any mystical force 
- unlike, say. the keyboard medit- 
ations of Keith Jarre 0. a Gurdjieff man, 
or Bhelti Mseleku. who used to ac- 
company Krishna devotees at a shrine 
in Balham. % contrast, Rebello is one 
of the most worldly-sounding of play- 
ers, elegant and epigrammatic in the 
manner of Errol Gamer or the great 
Art Tatum, and with an ear alert to the 
rhythms of funk and soul. 

Rebello's pursuit of the perfect 
moment of improvisation is also being 
paralleled by a renewed interest in 
composition, and what could be the 
beginnings of a classical career. On 
Friday, a concert in the Park Lane 
Group’s annual “Young Artists New 
Year Series" (also, as it happens, at the 
SBC’s Purcell Room) features an 
arrangement Rebello has made for two 
pianos. “The piece is written so that 
it should sound like two jazz pianists 
improvising, almost like taping them 
and then writing it out,” he says. 
Tomght’sjazzconccrt features both a 
set, and a trio with bassist Wfayne 
Batchelor and drummer Darren Beck- 
ett. but Rebello denies the press re- 
lease's assertion that he will be playing 
Joz: Meditation . described as “a piece 
he wTote in his head when meditating 
in the monastery”. "No.” he laughs. 
"I'm just playing some tunes.” It looks 
as if Rachmaninov, Brad Pitt and 
Tibet will have to w'aii a little longer. 

Spm tonight. Purcell Room, SBC, Lon- 
d.m Shi (0171-960 42421 


Seasonal redemption via the satsuma bowl 


TELEVISION 



REVIEWED BY 

THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


The award for the least emol- 
lient moments of the last few 
days goes to the opening scenes 
of Mothertime (Sunday, BBC2) 
- a shrewdly acidic take on fam- 
ily life that began with an al- 
coholic mother .belting her 
teenage daughter and emptying 


the satsuma bowl over the floor 
so that she could use it to 
catch her vomit. 

This genuinely painful scene 
— in which childhood hopes for 
whaL Christmas might deliver 
humped hard against adult fail- 
ings - made you brace yourself 
for something remedial, some- 
thing sour and harsh, as an 
emetic for the sugar overdose 
which Christmas television con- 
ventionally delivers. What fol- 
lowed, though, was far more 
hopeftil in tone, a tale of res- 
cue and redemption. 

Vanessa, the oldest child of 
four, decides to take mane re in 
hand after her mother col- 
lapses in a sozzled heap. With 
Daddy staying at his girlfriend's 
flat and the nanny off to Den- 
mark for the holidays, the way 
is dear for a spot of protective 
custody; so the children lock 


their mother in the base mem 
sauna and put her on a diet of 
compulsory cold turkey. 

Despite that opening. 
Mothertime couldn't exactly be 
described as gritty in its realism 
- the sauna included the some- 
what unusual design feature of 
a very large letterbox, to get 
round the problem of how the 
children feed their prisoner, and 
the plot was aided by Vanessa's 
handy ability to do a perfect im- 
itation of her mother’s voice, 
good enough to fool her ex- 
husband and other curious 
grown-ups. 

But even though it poured 
sawdust into the gearbox to 
mask unsettling rattles. Moth- 
ertime conveyed some real 
truths - about childhood dis- 
illusionment and parental fail- 
ure. The mitigated happy 
ending - mother restored to 
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reviewed by 

ROBERT 

HAN KS 

It has been a long year - 1997, 
that is; 1998 has so for been a 
comparatively short one, though . 
that situation seems set to 
Hhnnge over the coming months 
-and the world of radio has had 
Hs foil quota Of thrills and 
amazements, - from James 
Boyle's announcement that Ra- 


dio 4 programmes would all be 
abolished and replaced by 
something similar, only better 
(an idea adapted by the Labour 
Party, with startling success, 
for its election manifesto), to 
Chris Evans’s sudden purchase 
of Virgin Radio and subse- 
quent appointment of his horse 
as director of programmes. 
What with all the walk-outs, 

boy-outs, rows, deals, and Mark 

Baddiffe bobbing up and down 
the Radio 1 schedules, it’s been 
bard to pay attention to the pro- 
grammes themselves. 

And the effort hasn’t always 

been repaid. On Radio 4, in 
particular, there has been a 
dearth of interesting new- fea- 
tures, and a dispiriting glut of 

rehashed old features, generally 
featuring Barbie dolls. Dar- 
winian insights into human 
psychology, or the undert^er- 
p^et Thomas Lynch. Mean- 


while, the regular magazine 
programmes - Woman’s Hour. 
The Afternoon Shift, Kaleido- 
scope - have seemed irrad- 
iated with tedium: you want to 
decontaminate yourself after 
listening. 

Hence rhe surprisingly 
□nindignant response to Mr 
Boyle’s slash-and-burn sched- 
uling philosophy. 

Elsewhere at the BBC, 
though, things have been look- 
ine more cheerful. Dunhg the 
brief interlude when Mark and 
Lard were occupying the break- 
fast slot - admittedly- not the 
best showcase for their talents 
- Radio 1 had the most creative 
and satisfying line-up il s ever 

seen. Then again, Zoe Ball. 

Radio 2 is Radio % and 
there’s nothing you or I can do 
to stop il but the evening 
schedules have become in- 
creasingly bold and challenging. 


loving sobriety but father dis- 
possessed of bis daughter's un- 
questioning adoration - left 
you feeling hopeful but not en- 
tirely convinced. 

Matthew Jacobs's deft dir- 
ection of his own adapiation of 
Gillian While's novel (he par- 
ticularly enjoyed the long bout 
of delirium tremens | was also as- 
sisted by an excellent perfor- 
mance fmm Kate Mahcrlcy as 
Vanessa, determined and re- 
sentful and vulnerable by turns. 

One of the other one-off 
dramas shown over the Christ- 
mas week also ended with a ris- 
ing inflection that seemed to 
owe more to seasonal goodwill 
than to cold-eyed realism. Guy 
Jenkin's Mr White does to Hcw- 
ntinster (Tuesday. Channel 4; 
concluded with his hero vowing 
to battle on againsi corruption, 
cvnicism and circulation* 


with some really quite clever 
and witty programmes pop- 
ping up in odd corners. Then 
again. Steve Wright's Sunday 
Lovesongs. 

Radio 3 s musical present- 
ation, still chasing after that 
ignis faiuuH “accessibility”, has 
got lost in the decaying swamp 
of inane cheerfulness. Bui 
speech output has been out- 
standing: the Sunday after- 
noon feature and the nightly 
post-concert strand haw scored 
repeatedly, while Night Wnv». 
a programme that once suffered 
terrible reception problem* 
due io heing transmitted from 
somewhere up its own backside, 
has pulled itself out of that hole 
with aplomb. 

The facile logic behind 
Radio 5‘s existence was shown 
up bv Princess Diana s death; 
what’s the point .if having 24- 
hour rolling news when ynu te 


boosting lies. The plot and 
characters h»r Jenkin’s satire 
had been supplied by life, but 
only us tar as the first ad break 
- after that he had to work out 
what to J<» with his Marlin Bell 
figure - an ex-war correspon- 
dent who stands as an inde- 
pendent againsi a sleaze- 
stained Tory candidate. 

His solution was a good 
one. with the MP winning the 
ballot for Private Members' 
Bills and attempting to push 
through legislate m which would 
compel newspapers to offer 
redress if they published lies 
about ordinary members of the 
public. What followed was 
partly a tutorial on h« «w a sharp- 
edged Bill am be polished tn in- 
nocuous smoothness by its 
passage through the parly 
machine, partly an exploration 
of how private honour and 


going to blank out every other 
channel? Still, it has given a 
voice to a hlukey. intelligent .sort 
of person who hasn’t had one 
before. Few of the independent 
stations offer such a sharply de- 
fined alternative io the other 
BBC networks - the notable 
and oddly lovable exception be- 
ing Talk Radio UK, whose per- 
sistent advocacy of many 
brands ot lot ipiness has at limes 
made 7 he X Files look like a 
particularly sober edition of 
Panorama. 

In the end, though, the ra- 
dio highlights of IV»97 were all 
BBC programmes, and mostly 
broadcast on Radio 4. The ex- 
ception was Blue Jam, Chris 
Morris’s seething mix of music 
uiul heart less comedy on Radio 
I. It had something ol the 
same renn treelessness, the same 
refusal (o let the listener ntT the 
hook, that marked out mv 


public probity might easily twist 
thcmscUcs into an unlnosablc 
knot. (While's bill is secretly 
supported by his former lover, 
an ambitious Labour back- 
bencher - he can't reveal the 
source of his funding to the ra- 
pacious hacks without dishing 
her career.) 

Since he had constructed 
this tangle with some care, it was 
a bit surprising that Jenkin 
should cut it apart so casually, 
with all the principal characters 
suddenly displaying a spotless 
and self-sacrificing nobility of 
character. Perhaps he wanted a 
hit of Capra optimism to finish 
with - but you couldn't help feel- 
ing that he was going against 
form as he did so - that the un- 
ruly contempt that supplied 
some of the best jokes here had 
been temporarily silenced just 
because it was Christmas. 


favourite drama. Bill Bryden’s 
noisy version of AJistair 
MacLean s existential navy lark 
miS Ulysses. 

Documentary needs to be 
kinder than this. The best fac- 
tual series was Noah Richler's 
In Paradise, a rich, eccentric ex- 
ploration of how garden design 
and eschatology overlap in a 
variety of cultures, which 
showed an exceptional eager- 
ness to understand other points 
of view. 

And Lhe best single docu- 
mentary was Matt Thompson's 
Touching the Elephant, in which 
four blind people were invited 
to visit the zoo and discover 
what an elephant felt like: an 
acute investigation of how wc 
perceive things, it was. inex- 
plicably, deeply moving. If 1998 
comes up with another pro- 
gramme as good, it won't have 
been a wasted year. 
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Ice is nice - but 
the skate is great 


Torvill and Dean 

Wembley Arena 

There were cushions for rent 
at Wembley Arena on Tues- 
day for the London premiere 
of Torvill and Dean's Ice Ad- 
ventures, but everyone who felt 
the need had come with their 
own -plus a nice warm rug for 
their knees. No disrespect to 
the audience, but it would be 
a great place to shift a few 
Saga holiday brochures. The 
bulk of the capacity crowd 
seemed to be long-established 
fans and their eager applause 
certainly warmed things up. 

Ice Adventures is a series of 
unconnected episodes set in 
a railway station, a tropical fish 
tank, a winter sports compet- 
ition and a stylish New Year's 
Eve party. These changes of 
scene are contrived via a sup- 
erb lighting design, by 
Durham Marenghi, which 
projects various motifs - lug- 
gage labels, national flags, 
parquet blocks - on to the 
Arena floor. (Marenghi's 
wildly cosmopolitan CV in- 
cludes the Hong Kong hand- 
over ceremony.) 

The main scenes arc inter- 
cut with tedious bits of down- 
ing from two Arctic hunters 
and a yeti-like object in fun 
fur. I don’t suppose anyone 
ever lost money by under- 
estimating the tastes of Ice 
Spectacular fans, but the con- 
stant force-feeding of comic 
interludes suggests that some- 
one (presumably Mr Bean co- 
writer Robin Driscoll, who 
collaborated on Ice Ad vent- 
ures) has little faith in the aud- 
ience’s attention span. 

This refusal to let the ice 
dance stand alone stems from 
a problem encountered by 
any sporting ska terwho retires 
to a life of ice shows: Olympic 
routines are exhausting. 
Torvill and Dean are seldom 
off the ice for long, bui their 
need for breaks has spun this 


show out to a bum-numbing 
two-and-a-half hours. 

Of the interminable frozen 
fillings, the most memorable 
were Richard S weaning, and 
the C anadian couple Christine 
and Dion Beleznay - who 
seem to specialise in the stunt 
work often frowned upon in 
amateur competition. Their 
party tricks indude the "head- 
banger” - whereby the man 
swings his partner round by 
the ankles so that her nose 
shaves the ice - and a remark- 
able lift in which he raises her 
horizontal body over his bead 
with one hand while spin- 
ning at top speed. Of all the 
guest stars, the Beleznays 
seemed to have the most 
chemistry between them. 

Torvill and Dean’s way of 
inhabiting lhe music and their 
total concentration on each 
other rather than the spotlight 
have always marked them as 
artists rather than acrobats. 
Here they occupy a feature 
spot in each section, but pace 
themselves carefully for the 
party finale. “Take Five” is 
danced with the painstaking 
insoudance that character- 
ises their work. Dean, louche 
and raffish in a white dinner 
jacket, partners with apparent 
effortlessness. The routine 
seamlessly incorporates the 
fancy stuff that audiences so 
adore with more densely lex- 
lured moments that colour the 
commonplace lyrics, of the 
accompanying ballads with 
the bittersweet worfd-weari- 
nessyou see in a shrug of Sina- 
tra's shoulder. Pair skating 
can't be improvised: the trick 
is to make h look that way. 

To Sun, W emNew-irena (0181- 
900 1234); 13-17 Jan Manches- 
ter Nyrcx Arena (0161-930 
8000); 20-24 Jan Newcastle. Ir- 
ena (Q 191-40 1 8000); 27-31 Jan 
Sheffield. Arena f 01142565656) 

Louise Levene 
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WIN Blade Runner 

- the 3D real-time action 
adventure game on PC CD-Rom 


Do not miss this opportunity to 
win Blade Runner, the first 
Real-Time 3D Adventure Game. 

The game features over 70 
meticulously detailed 3D 
characters that recreate and 
augment some of the original 
cast of the motion picture. 

These characters set their own 
goals and agendas, plot and 
exchange information, thereby 
producing unpredictable actions 
each time the game is played - 
this creates extensive 
repbyabilrty. 


The game also includes 
voiceovers and digital re- 
creations of die original Blade 
Runner cast. 

We have twenty Blade Runner 
PC CD- Roms to win, to enter 
this competition simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
following question on line and 
leave your name and full address: 

Q 1 Which actor played 
the lead in the movie 
Blade Runner? 

Call 0930 563406 


Calls cost 5 Op per mir** at an nm*. Winners p rtal at random after a 
8 J arm ary 1998. U sua | Newspaper PubUsft.ng w, Editor's deeft 





LAUNDRY 


TELEVISIONS 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 

rrrsya 


BOSCH IBM Spi n Autoweshg^ 

■ Delay start timet. I'SMLE PM 

■ very quiet opsa**. “ JIAA 

Model WFF2000GB. ] (dJW 

was £62939. -L •';L g Tgj£i 

BUY MOW WOf 1999* 




with Remote Contis* 
Qcn rfsttt Krem 
MoCdJnmiftstm*-, 
BBECBItafelTV glB* 
wjjiWoudw A**wdeafc 



CREDA p— WM SpinfluBWMhg 

25 programme . JsjMXP^SI 

combinations. ATA 

Model 17086. Was r//3» 

a 9935. Was £299.99. l r=L z.iMS BJSS, 

BUY NOW PAY S MONTHS UCERT 


HOOVER 12 00 Spin Autawashw 
Available in Ivory ’ ■: . I sal* price 
or White. • VIA 

Model A0 123. Was 71 /if! fflW« 
ri7TTI y»-™AnB - - -rita*Wi#331 
BUY NOW MY 10 MONTHS LATBT* 


HOTPOINT 

MOO Spin Atfowadw - I SALE PRICE 
Model WM52P. >’ fov’l 14fl 
was £399.99. ' (I Hm 

BUT NOW P* Y ***3 1 

6 MONTHS LATCH 1 


HOTPOINT MOO Spin Aatrmasber 

Avatabte m linen, r isAUi phkz 

Heron or Polar While.. .~-C- Vfl 
Model WM62. . V j i : fWlM 

WU £449.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LAIHP 


BOSCH 1000 Spin Autowasher 

Model WF820M. .-.••• jSALEPWCE 

Was U8MS. • '.'-7 TTA 

Was £389*9: « U'— cJ/aOt 

Was 089.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 19997 






S23E5l- 

c yTR A DISCOUN T 

yjj 


CVTRA DISCOUNT 

io^ ^ a aajaas E 


jo m 


EXTRA DISCO L- ■*. 



extra DISCOUN : 


TOSHIBA a- 


**» 

So*dTV««>FWBd 



REFRIGERATION 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 


NOVA SCOTIA 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 


INDESIT .;£- : y 

<3 cu.lL Fridge 

Modd RG1135. :: I'.l 

ta-store Price 


LEC 43 CuJt fridg e 

Adjustable 3wB3Sw5 

ttiermostaL 4AA 

Model BMJ6. ■? ! : 1 fl/M m 

Wo £199.99. ■-^--1 IlfcJan 

in-store Price £13939. 


FRIG I DAI RE mol* 

larder Fridge T > -T i^aif PH 1T F 

Automatic defrost - > •' anA 
Model R1586K v-fj.; 1 -. ,T<M m 

Was £19939; tlJJJS 

Was £149.99. 


CANDY 4-1 ai.ft Upright Freezer 
■4 star freezer : ngg Sga 

a Fast freeze faculty. .— . [ j \ 5 

Model CV120S. I Idi/JTl 

Was £25939. WBs £17939. 


HOTPOINT 4j aun. 

urtwF,1 ^? e J isALepmai 

■ Automatic defrost . ; |M 

■SS? - * 1 -iSUM* 

Model RLQ3P. Was OMkW. Was £17939. 


WHIRLPOOL 

6.7 auft. Fridge 


Model AKT500. 
Was 06839. 
Was £21939- 




EXTRA DISCOU *. 


E3JE: 


EXTRA DISCOUN I 

iasa=is"EgE5: 






EXTRA DISCOUNT 



SB 


ir-xir-'-rn: 


FRIGIDAIRE 

lOcuit Lanfer 
Fridge 

Model RLE1096K. .. . 


HOTPOINT 4-2 gift- Upright Freezer 

■ Fasr freeze facility. — - . . f ppir* 

■ Also available In ni as 

Mercury or Linen. . ..-ts®. r J/lU M 

Model RZ63P. 

Was £32959. BUY NOW POT 6 MONTHS LATER* 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


CAMCORDERS 


i !» 


HITACHI hnOMMiiritttMn 

Digiai fob effects 
Model VMB30. 

Wl» E379.9! TOY *0* 
pars MOUTHS UBB» 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


Model NVTOti. 

Was £39939. In-store 
Price £37939. TOT MW 

p«6Mani<suaBf 


t EXTRA DISCOUNT 

3 


fcfiW/al ! | 


Smm Camcorder wftfil 
Colour VterrfbidarM 

wasSsHi was 

instore RreKZISS. Model VMEX580. TOY B0W| 
POT 1999* OOHBACtBSOIBBMInrdwil 


imm 


CANONhmcwwJp^^ 
Wa £6*Jl WflJMOS. «?/ iTf] JNQm| 

iff ii TimT mm r n n initwel 

Model UCXIQHi: BUY NOW MY UWT 


COOKERS 


BEKO 54km 51 gfrbi Bectrtc Cooker 
Separate oven and - ,. [SALE pjoa 

Model DC210. V*^ f219<N 

Was £299.99. Efc I dJi 



LEC 6.7 eu-ft - .... 
Fridge Freezer • • 

Model N176. Was sIvN 

029.99 M-store Price 


pafafefcM-dii. 


siMSBir 



ELECTRO LUX m cua 

Fridge Freezer ~~l sale pi uce 

47 cu.ft fridge. i|S|ft 

sks 60 - iiLdlaZSgj 

Was 134999. BUY NOW PW 6 MONTHS UQER* 



BELLING 50cm SloMn 

Etattrk Cooker . - SALE FWCE 

Double oven. C ' VIA 

Model 315. fj l/Mqq 

Was £54M9T r - : ItlWf WJ3 
Was £399.99. TOY NOW PNV I MOHTUS UOBP 


MICROWAVES 


SANYO <L6 cu.fL Mtaw w uve 

■ Shower Wave Isnlri 

cooking system. • '3^-. k 

■ 750 watts power . ~jj' _# 

output ••* If 

Model EM 5002. Was £89.99. 




EXTRA DISCOUNT 


STOVES lllon Dual Pad WeMi 
fcabtfe it Green. Bloe 
Red. Oran, or Bbi. 

HodriflUDF.WasUM. 

WbD*«:W*£I3«. 

TOY MOW BW 1999* Detare direct fnm iranutauec. 



HOTPOINT 12J) cu.lt Mistral Plus 
Frost-Free Fridge ” •. is m E f B3 

7.2 tv. ft deep ttoor : ■ • ,500j 

fridge - holds 6-pads.. tJi/JSH 
Model 8S96P. Was £719 99. BUY NOW PAY 1999* 


PANASONIC Motft. 

Mkruwave with Grill''.-"." 7 ^sal 

■ 800 watts '-V* ^ A 
microwave power. ;v? ■ ■ e j 

■ 1300 watts variable * fl I I 

quartz grill. 

Model NKK657. Was £19939. 


VACUUM 

CLEANERS 



MULTIMEDIA 

PCS 


CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 




MATSU I tUUUSUl CD MM Hi-R 
■ Miritfplay- plays - ISAIEPRICS 
up to 3 CDs- A.^; NA 

■Sf"“ ’K-£ £/ite 

Model MHF8O0. Was £8959. 


SONY 

OD Mini V6-Fi 
Model MHCHX90. 
Was £37939. 

BUY NOW PAY 
6 MONTHS LATCRt 



PORTABLE & 
PERSONAL CD Hi-Fi 


\ 


DISCOUNT 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 




i. 'fcw jU 



ELECTROLUX 

1100 Watt Upright 
flmnt r 
Model 1436. 
was £15939. avstore Price £11939. 


DYSON Dual cydone Upright 

2l2™£5£otor. 

■MS”" I® |19 

Model DC01 BLUE. - - ™ 


PACKARD BELL 

InteW 166MHz MMX™ Dedmology 

Multimedia PC 

IGMb RAM/2Gb if '.- ICUBTrs' 

hard drive. 1 T-T C' Oi 

Model 9029. was ‘ . rn 

IM99I Was £1499: ~~ = — S9E 
Was3S99TWas £949. 

BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATERt 


Ask tar details. 


IBM 

mut« 200MHz MT" Technology 
Muhbnedia PC with 333t Modem 

• 16Mb RAM&tGb 

hard drive. • ;V. . Sams 

■ 24-speed CD-ROM . -V7f7' Al 
drive. »-. J .i ( -L. 

Model APTIVA E31. ^ 

Was £1099. 

BUY NOW MY 9 MONTHS LATERt 


PACKARD BELL 

IntaM 200MHz MMX™* Technology 
Mtrtmeda PC with 50= Modem 

■ 16Mb RAM/3-2Gb r — - r . .. 

had drive. :-S- v- sale l 

-ss eedCMOM ^ rl] 

Model PULSAR 20. - --- - r' |_ * »■ 

was wag*. Was £1349. 

BUY NOW MY 9 MONTHS LAYBIY 
INCLUDING £1000 SOFTWARE. 

Ask tar details 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 



DISCOUNT 


SHARP QMUH1A 

■ Multiplay - plays £ - ; l sa 

up to 3 OTi. i 4 

■ 10 watts CRMS) pj; ; i ;* r 

per channel. jgaaflila 

Model CDCA01. Was £169.99. 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 


WHAT HI-FI? 


REVIEW FEE '57 



WHAT HI-FI? * + * * * K£ VIEW CCT 97 



AIWA □) M-fi vrith Ibnitable 

■ Multiplay- plays ' t^odTsale 

up to 5 CDs. ■ <%/ 

B 165 watts (RMS) per , <1 

channel. Model ZRSOO. fjJm 

IVis £449.99. 

BUY NOW MY 9 MONTHS LATERT 





HITACHI ■ 

Portable CD System 

■ FM/AM radio. 

■ Programmable CD. 
Model CX110. 

WSJ £79.99. 


JVC Anri- Shock Personal CD PNy 
■ Hyperbass. 

■Fully A A 

programmable. ^ t 5 a -fWN 
Model XLP43. Hfg 

Was £109.99. 


PANASONIC MMattaadOAE 

■ Bara ban system. 

■ tndudes car kit 


fi 5 


s 


r-t 


Many of our current prices are Currys 
lowest ever. Find a lower price for the 
same product and offer, complete, new, 
boxed mid in stock in a local shop within 
7 days of purchase and we'B match h. 

WE'LL NEVER BE BEATEN 



MASTERCARE 


Coverplan 

f BUY NOW PAY 1999 1 




On over 000 home 
appliances when 
you purchase 
before 4pm. 

48 hour delivery 
available in pads 
of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
You can even 
choose morning or 
af t ernoon delivery 
or take it home 
now. Ask In-store 
for full detaHs. 


With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credh offer In-store. 
Ask for details. 






O 




Repairs 7 days a 
week (same day 
wherever possible). 


5f?«SAS23 

Available In-store. 


All TVs Currys sell 
are compatfole with 
future digital 
technology. 

Subject to the 
purchase of an 
additional digital 
decoder planned for 
launch during 1998. 

s»:s?.c-:23 
S21SY2?.r ACT 

ETiSTAiZ.ATLGj'j 

On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 




7 SA7S A VJ52 ZI 
0891 516516 
Calls cost 50p per 
minute. 


SA2S5AY 

SSEOT CIK3 

For most large items , 
if you phone before I 
10am Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Currys store. 


V, ap—Dl m> VuiEil K 

For direct, doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 888145 
(9am-8pm Mon-Fri, 
9am-S30pm Sat. 
10 am- 5 pm Sun). 
Delivery charges 
from Q25. Part 
of D5G Retail Ud. 



BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

Afl Sup er s t ores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday optfdM^ 

Ring 0M0 500069 for detafts of yen- nearest store. 

Written quotations from Currys, Dept MK, Hemel Hempstead, Hens HP2 7TG- 

Cunys are ncereed credit brokers. Ask iiMtore for details. 


tBUY NOW PAY 
UP TO 

12 MONTHS LATER 


^ and ryntivig tor pm [WvrTVfl ptnnd Imfcatiii wbfi lf>« prodaa {or nothing mrt£ 1B99 If rlw piadtict b ov«r t200 owl bongfar witfi Mart—cwv Cavploi^. You c»o ifa«n 

^ ire l^bMitWBWfnarkyaoiHNymtirin^wfoiiwNrestwatedwgaif atm tfltef2K5* fare tfiedB»nflbinN W i «i i t 6rerefc |U 11 |Af 
12 montls Buy Hew IbyUWft Cosh Price 09939. 20% ihparitlflLEWwr pay the tom MBeuffi of 01939 tritfaln 1 J Borrtu or 3( womtily 11110 Tfl C^V 

luyiiiMli try (area dub* E16J4. 'Rjtel «niQuni payable (UUJH. SabfKt ffi nans when jkw open a Qmyj Pnrobr Adtomm Aconx. Wrican II PR #11™/ 

d*™^»wswl«e , i re^ivst boot bent eoiONPt Itaybods Mne Kend HmrpstMdL Hans HF2 7TG. (AppBtants must re *8 or owe 21 In ■. IrabndJ IU llil/lf/O 



•?. Look out fo» the special voucher savings on sheeted products throughout Oils advertisement. Simply take this advert to 
any Currys store to dairn your discount One voucher saving per purchase. Some voucher offer* are an alternative to 
r a*Mng trade-in offers. Mot for use with other offers. Brandt use only. Discount using Code 4 (Head Office offer). 

| HURRY! These voucher prices vklid Ofdy uti® Wednesday 7th January 1998 unless otherwise stated. 
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The holiday season is 
trad^ionaJty the time of 
whodunnits. Normally 
they come in the form of 
anAgaiha Christie 
lydvvfe on'the telly, but 
Jth&xeai* the country has 
indulged itself ina real- 
IHe poihical mystery. 
Our^Legai Affairs 
Correspondent looks at 
tfrechain of media dues 
thafcpointed to the 
identity of tihat Cabinet 
minister. 


The British love a good mystery . 
Yesterday th^ denouement of 
the thriller “Who was the Cab- 
inet" minister whose son (al- 
legedly ) sold drugs to a 
reporter?” finally arrived, 
though not before the country's 

• ‘ BY 
MICHAEL 
STREETER 


ramshackle media laws once 
more began to look fartical A 
week afterthe story first broke, 
it seemed that the entire plan- 
et except for the people who 
voted in the Labour govern- 
ment last May knew the solu- 
tion to the riddle. 

Yet there have been hints 
; enough oyer those sewn, days 
for newspaper readers to solve 
Lhe puzzle- Some clues havC 
beep, cunningly djsjguised, de- 
: signed onlyfor the cognoscen- . 
rf to pick up bn, for those with 
already half a due : as to the 
man’s identity. In others, the 
hints have been so blatant one 
bis half expected to ford a gi- 
imtarrow over a photograph of 
"Jadt Straw with the caption “its 
hini, folks!". 

One of the broadest hints 
- came in the Mirror itself, the 
newspaper which broke the 
story on Christmas . Eve, and 
which was condemned by some 
parts of the chattering classes 
amply for doing its job of in- 
vestigative journalism. Ag- 
. grieved that Dawn Alford, one 
VpfitS.'twb reporters who were 
present, in the pub with Master 
-^air, had been arrested in con- 
with possesrion, it led 
its front page on Tuesday with 
the . headline “Is it fair, Mr 
Straw?’'. 

The reason for such a tell- 
tale - but understandable - 
heading was that the paper 
was writing to the Home Sec- 
retary “as head of law and or- 
der”, asking him to investigate 
the matter. Just in case no one 
got the message, two pho- 
tographs of the minister were 
also included. 

Never noted for its subtle- 
ty, ibe Sun (smarting over its ri- 
val’s scoop) rap a column on 
Tuesday by William Langley in 
. which be revealed that the min- 
ister concerned had played a 
central role in the Govern- 
ment's policies against drugs 
and on parental responsibility. 
This was as dear a reference to 
: the Home Secretary’s policies 
as you could get But just to be 
; sure, Mr Langley ended his ar- 
tide by suggesting that instead 
of setting aif example, by ap- 
pearing to hide behind the 
-anonymity of the law, theinin- 
ister concerned was open to 
charges of an Tm aB right. 
Jack” attitude. . 

One of the dearest signs 
-possible came from. a front 
page story in the Independent 
On Sunday last weekend, which 
in the middle of discussing the 
issue suddenly dedared that the 
Home Secretary had turned 
down a “formal approach” for 
an interview by tbe-newspaper. 
With no other context, the ref- 
erence. could have no other 
meaning than revealing the 
. minister's identity. 

^ Meanwhile, . other news- 
papers continued to pepper 
reports of the aSair with men- 
tions and pbotogjraphs of Jack 
Straw (qua Home Secretaiy) 
and law-aiid-order policy, and 
even some television broadcasts 


appeared to be playing the 
spot-the-due game. In one 
news broadcast on New Year’s 
Day, Sky TV used footage of 
the Cabinet which lingered 
tellingly on Mr Straw. 

But perhaps the cheekiest 
clue came from yesterday’s 
London Evening Standard, in 
whose Diary there was a “good 
news” story of how Mr Straw's 
teenage son William has suc- 
ceeded in winning a place to 
read Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics at Oxford Univer- 
sity. An “insider” was quoted as 
saying be will have no problems 
with his A- levels “providing 
nothing else distracts hini 7 ' 

It ended: “If only all politi- 
cians’ children could set such a 
‘ shining academic example.” 

All this is good fun on one 
level, of course, except that by 
the time the Standard was re- 
duced to that ploy, all the world 
knew, or could know, of the 
minis ter's identity except for the 
majority of people in England 
and Wales. 

For some observers, there is 
something rather dismal about 
the British media being re- 
duced to such sad subterfuges 
to tell their readers of some- 
thing the rest of the world has 
known about for days. 

Scottish newspapers, which 
yesterday named Mr Straw, 
just completed the circle of pub- 
lications which took up camp 
around the legal fortress of 
England. Irish newspapers and 
broadcasters had got in on the 
act, as had France-Soir , a 
French newspaper available in 
this country, and assorted press 
and media from all around the 
globe. Indeed, by yesterday af- 
ternoon, Associated Press news 
service was running the name in 
jhis country.. 

There was however, a class 
of Britons who were in on the 
secret - the media and politi- 
cal establishments who in- 
formed themselves withm horns 
of the Mirror's initial publica- 
tion. This privileged informa- 
tion was quickly spread among 
families and friends, with the 
words “It's Jack Straw” re- 
placing the usual “Happy 
Christmas'" greetings when 
journalists visited their relatives 
oh 25 December. 

Even some Metropolitan 
Police officers - the force which 
arrested William Straw - were 
phoning their media contacts to 
discover the inside track, while 
one journalist revealed the 
mystery man's name to fellow 
diners at a packed London 
restaurant as midnight chimed 
on New Year's Eve. 

There was one more group 
of people in the know within 
days of the story breaking; 
Britain’s growing band of In- 
ternet users. If ever there was 
a good example of bow the Net 
can be used to undermine me- 
dia controls, this was it — but 
usually those people who extol 
this virtue are referring to Third 
World dictatorships, not to a 
country which is poised to in- 
corporate the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights into 
its domestic law. 

The Net discosson sites were 
buzzing as early as Christmas 
Eve, speculating furiously oyer 
the mystery minister. By Christ- 
mas Day enteiprising netties had 
published foil lists of male mem- 
bers of the Cabinet who had chil- 
dren, and by a process of 
elimination Jack Straw, who 
Ihcd in the right area and has a 
teenage son, was singled out 
The clincher for some was the 
obscure - and unconfirmed - 
piece of information that Aias- 

tair Campbell, the Prime Min- 
ister’s press secretaiy, had been 

spotted at a bus stop outside Mr 

Straw's south London house 
the night before the story broke 
on Christmas Eve. p 

But while the netties 
sleuthing is to be applauded, 
they still represent a minonty 
_'6 million users- of the pop- 
ulation, leaving the great ma- 

jori«yof ordina'y v ° t ® rsw |?°*? 
not have media and political 

contacts in the dark. 

And the Cabinet minister s 
name did and does matter. Mr 

Straw is, after all the Home 

Secretary who has strongly op- 

pSedtbe legalisation of 
Smabiswhne highlighting the 
central importance of parental 
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Dear Mr Straw, 

I write in the hope lhat the ar- 
rest of a Cabinet member's son 

for supplying * *maH amount 

of cannabis might bring home 
to you just how stupid the law 
is, and how much police and 
court thne is tied npm prose- 
or 

I is not 
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the cabinet 
minister 




Young Straw 
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festive cheer 
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er bad given 

full "account a? what happened and ■ 
used the case to illustrate the chal- fl 
lenges facing both parents and child- H 
ren in the drugs-swamp Nineties. S 
With sensitive handling, his stature B 
could actually have been increased. 1 
Instead.' the mystery Minister is left S 
lookine a humbug. Instead of a moral E 
example the public sees a case of l"m te 
All Right Jack. ft 


YOU THE JURY 

SHOULD MINISTER 
REVEAL HIS IDENTITY? 

v ) j ( v Cod ovr 'tow TW Jury actnee 

j YES 089 1400 698 
1 NO 089T 400 699 
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The truth is in there: Heavy hints, allusive paragraphs and oh-so-clever cartoons - the media did all they legally could to give away Jack Straw's identity Photomontage: Julian Saul 


responsibility in controlling the 
behaviour of young people. 
This culminated in many of the 
provisions of his recently pub- 
lished Crime and Disorder BiU, 
including those calling for par- 
enting lessons, and which noil 
probably become law later this 
year. 

Since the episode began, 
Mr Straw , an astute and hon- 
est politician, has explicitly 
recognised the likely public in- 
terest in the affair and before 
talcing William to Kenningion 


police station to talk to officers 
he prepared a press statement 
to explain his position. It was 
only on later legal advice that 
he did not go public. Since then 
he has stressed, first through 
“sources" and then directly, 
that he wanted to go public, but 
was constrained by the law. 

In hindsight. Mr Straw may 
regret this decision to hold 
fire, which led to the saga 
which developed over the fol- 
lowing days - a process de- 
scribed by Sir Brian Mawhinney 





land were the public utterances 
of the Shadow home secretary 
another clue?) as a “slow tor- 
ture” for the minister’s family. 

The decision of the Sun last 
Tuesday to publish the name 
was greeted with an injunction 
obtained by the Attorney Gen- 
eral. John Morris QC, under 
the laws of contempt (not un- 
der the NJ3 Children and 
Young Persons Aet as 
manyihink). Although this was 
an honourable attempt by the 
Attorney General to protect a 
young person's identity, it both 
dismayed some lawyers and 
journalistswhodaim the law of 
contempt was not intended to 
cover this specific area, and 
gave the appearance of a Gov- 
ernment cover-up. The same 
applied to the decision by po- 
lice - on advice from ibe Crown 
Prosecution Service - to arrest 
Ms Alford. 

Given lhat early last year, 
under the lust Government, 
the Home Office had said they 
were considering a change in 
ihe law to dear up this grey area 
where a juvenile is arrested but 
is not yet in court proceedings, 
some believe it may have been 
better had Mr Straw's depart- 
ment announced a review of the 
law and then allowed publica- 
tion of the identity. 

Of course there are good 
reasons to protect juveniles 
facing criminal allegations. As 
Paul Cuvadino. principal offi- 
cer of the National Assodaiion 
lor ihe Care and Rehabilitation 
of Offenders says, the anonymi- 
ty rule is- there to protect juve- 
nile defendants “not their 
parents from embarrassment". 
He adds: ''Media publicity can 
seriously hinder the rehabili- 
tation of offenders." The nam- 
ing of Master Straw will 
undoubtedly colour his recep- 
tion at Oxford University, 
though fellow undergraduates 


not aware of his “background" 
would probably have been in 
the minority. 

Yet it is a simple fact lhat in 
cases of teenagers accused of 
similar offences as William 
Straw, and named by the me- 
dia. Government law officers 
have not stepped in and sought 
protective injunctions. Many 
would argue that a Cabinet 
minister's son should not have 
more protection than “ordi- 
nary" diildren. This suggests the 
best course now is clarification 
of the law. 

In fact the Government has 
already considered this, albeit 
in a broader context. The While 
Paper on Youth Justice, pub- 
lished by Jack SLraw last year, 
called for “more openness" in 
youth court proceedings. It 
staled: “Justice is best served in 
an open court where the crim- 
inal process can be scrutinised 
and the offender cannot hide 
behind a cloak of anonymity.” 

In any case, where a senior 
Government minister's son is 
involved in allegations which 
touch directly on his father's 
policy, common sense surely 
dictates that the public have a 
right to know of the fact, a re- 
ality that the law should allow. 

Otherwise the law, as it has 
done in ihe last week, descends 
into that other great British in- 
stitution - a farce. It may be a 
hit rich for a French newspaper, 
as Fmnce-Soir did, to lecture the 
British establishment on “typ- 
ical hypocrisy” for stopping 
publication of the identity, giv- 
en France's stringent privacy 
laws. However, few observers 
here have found the last few 
days’ events satisfactory, be it 
from the point of view 
ofwilliam, his parents, or 
British democracy and jour- 
nalism. At least, though, they 
provided some rare entertain- 
ment over a quiet Christmas. 
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Some readers will detect a heavy dose of 
media self-interest in the saga of whether 
or not Jack Straw would be named as the 
man whose son supplied cannabis to a 
Minor reporter before Christmas. And 
some readers are, of course, right. It was 
a cracking story, and in the news business 
that countermands most other 
considerations. 

Today we. like other papers, arc able 
to tell the full stniy. It is uo longer the case, 
as it had been throughout the Christinas 
holiday season, that the political and 
journalistic establishment knew the iden- 
tity of the minister hut the rest of Britain 
didn't. A week ago, we said that the story 
told us nothing essential or new about the 
drugs debate. A week on, we haven't 
changed our minds. But in the meantime, 
we have all been caught up in days of 
collective twisted-knickerisra about power, 
secrecy, hypocrisy, the press, the Attorney- 
General, politicians generally, and “the 
right to know". It is well worth a few min- 
utes’ disentangling. 

First, is the law an ass generally to pre- 
vent newspapers publishing the identities 
of youngsters in court cases? No. Despite 
the numbers of people in their mid-teens 
who commit unpleasant and sometimes 
violent crimes that would disgrace any 
adult, the law is wise. Helping people to 


grow up. and grow away from crime, means 
avoiding branding them earl}' in their lives. 

Second though, is the law excessively 
inflexible in this regard? Probably, it is. 
Like it or not, where the 1 7-year-old 
involved is Che son of the Home Secretary, 
at a time when the Home Secretary is try- 
ing to remoral isc the country's attitude to 
youth and drugs, that person is in a dif- 
ferent category from any other teenager. 
Given that his offence was a common one, 
and doesn't affect the wider issues, that 
is his bad luck. But the story was just too 
interesting, too piquant, to stay for long 
at the level of north London dinner-party 
gossip. The politicians were ill-advised to 
try to keep the lid on it. Given that Mr 
Straw wanted to speak out. the Attorney 
General, in particular, has made a fool of 
himself in effectively gaggin g his colleague. 

Yesterday, he was forced to charge 
direction. Why? Because in the modern 
world if a secret is sufficiently interest- 
ing. it simply cannot be kept from one 
group of people, in this case those living 
in England and Wiles. 

Scotland has her own legal system. Yes- 
terday, faring no legal threat themselves, 
three Scottish papers published Mr Straw's 
name. The Republics of Ireland and 
France have papers that are quite widely 
read in England They did tbe same. 



Millions of people cross to and from 
Britain all the time, carrying information 
as well as wine and suntan oil. And for any- 
one with a thousand pounds' worth or so 
of computer kit in the hack bedroom, all 
the facis were anyway available on the 
Internet. 

We live in a highly porous world. 


where news and gossip sloshes around 
blithely ignoring traditional jurisdictions: 
whether it be satellite broadcasting, the 
Net or cheap flights to Paris, technology 
trumps censorship, time after time after 
lime. New Labour, as people still freshly 
in power and therefore presumably sdll 
reasonably in touch with realities, ought 
to have realised that from the start. 

So it follows, then, that all government 
should stop trying to censor anything, and 
that we should know cveiything about 
everyone? Some editors who should know 
better have been quick to say that the Straw’ 
saga demonstrates the impossibility of a 
privacy law- ever working. That. too. 
shows "a lack of proportion. This was a 
highly unusual case, with a strong polit- 
ical flavouring. 

A privacy law which protected ordinary 
citizens from prying into their private sex- 
ual lives, for instance, would not be 
affected by the availability of foreign 
newspapers in London, or by the Inter- 
net. Similarly, the classification and 
occasional censorship of films can be de- 
fended even when “everybody knows" you 
an get the stuff in Belgium or Soho. 
Everybody knows, but everybody doesn i 
go. Most people can't be bothered. Mean- 
while. protecting young minds from 
images of extreme and sadistic violence 


remains a valid thing for govemmttiK ^. 

try to do. .hSi- 

What, finally, about the po^n 

Straw himself? It is 
rassing. He wfli be laughed at by 
nexttime he speaks about dnigsMSteabt 

young people generally- The pi 

sneerers will find some easy copy.m 
weeks ahead. It would have be-— 
for him had his name been 
immediately. and the week of uuaiendcL 
nudge-nudging and press ponti&ation 
been avoided. But we don’t believeihere • 
is a single fair-minded person who thinks 
worse of him for what happened.itis the 
kind of thing that can happen, and ip saany-- 
cases has happened, to families tip and. 
down the country. He dealt with it briskly 
and is at last talking about it openly. How- 
can he be less qualified to do his job now 
he is revealed as a normal member of an 
ordinary family, than he was before? 

The "only lesson for the wfaole -Gov- 
enunent to remember is that you can’t 
keep a good story down. For a few days, 
as we digested smears and leaks Grom the' 
police, injunctions from the Attorney' - . 
General and the arrest of the reporter con- 
cerned, and noted a rising bubble of mock- 
ery from ail sides, they looked like a . 
flat-footed, out of touch Tories at their 
worst. We only hope they noticed. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Paying for the Pill 

Sir: It would be an astonishing 
irony indeed if free contracep- 
tion. which has survived 18 
years of Conservative govern- 
ment. were now to fall victim to 
a New Labour government with 
more than one hundred women 
MPs (“Prescription charge plan 
for Pill", 31 December). 

Not only an irony but also in- 
numerate nonsense if the in- 
tention. as stated, is to save 
public money. Someone should 
whisper in Tony Blair’s ear that 
the alternative to spending some 
£40 a year on contraception will 
be. in many cases, to spend 
around £350 once or twice a year 
on NHS abortion, according to 
figures given in the House of 
Commons by Tessa Jewell on 12 
November, or £1 J9S on child- 
birth in the NHS. as reported by 
Paul Boareng in tbe House on 
30 October. These figures take 
account only’ of average imme- 
diate NHS costs, and not of so- 
cial support in the future in 
helping parents ti> cope with un- 
wanted children. These costs are 
probably incalculable. 
MADELEINE SIMMS 
London NWl I 

Rebel MEPs 

Sir I'm afraid my erstwhile col- 
leagues Hugh Kerr and Ken 
Coates are being a little eco- 
nomical with the truth (“Rebel 
MEPs accuse Labour machine 
of dirty tricks’’, 2 January). 
There Is no necessity for an an- 
nual re-affirmation of political 
group membership. Myself and 
my colleagues have not had to 
inform the President of the 
European Parliament that we 
intend to continue as members 
of the Socialist Group in 1998. 
It is taken as automatic. 

However, the administra- 
tive rules of the parliament 
provide financial if not politi- 
cal motives for such a declara- 
tion of change of political 
affiliation. Political group fi- 
nances will be calculated on the 
basis of group membership as 
of 5 January 1998. It seems that 
the two rebels want to have their 
cake and eat it. They would like 
to be expelled from the Labour 
Part}, hut not at the cost of los- 
ing to the Socialist Group the 
dowry they can offer the 
Greens for membership if they 
sign up before 5 January. 

The rules of the parliament 
arc crystal dear you cannot be- 
long to two groups simultane- 
ously. It will not be the first time, 
or the last, that financial consid- 
erations will have influenced po- 
litical principle. If the two MEPs 
have signed up to join the 
Greens, they have inevitably left 
the Labour Party. In conse- 
quence. all that needs to be done 
is note their departure. 

GLYN FORD MEP 
( Greater Manchester East, 

Lab) 

Brussels 

The writer is Socialist Group 
Spokesman on the European 
Parliament s Rules Committee 

Hunt sabotage 

Sir: Julie Roxburgh claims 
I letter. 29 December) that 
bunt saboteurs would never 
harm an animal. This is not 


true. One only has to watch the 
Boxing Day footage of the 
Essex and Farmers' Union 
hunt to see a saboteur delib- 
erately terrifying horses by 
threatening to hit them with a 
placard. I myself have seen a 
horse seized by the bridle in 
such a painful way that it 
reared up and fell on its rid- 
er. This is to say nothing of the 
many foxes 1 have seen killed 
as a direct result of hunt sabo- 
teurs running in to block their 
only avenue of escape and 
turning them back into the 
path of the hounds. 

As for the Tredegar hounds 
( report. 27 December), I agree 
with Mrs Roxburgh so far as to 
believe that whoever fed them 
the poisoned meal did not in- 
tend to kill them. I would guess 
tbe meal contained enough 
drug to dope the entire pack 
with t he intention of rendering 
it incapable of hunting on Box- 
ing Day but, in the way of all 
dogs, the first hounds to find the 
food bolted the lot and received 
a lethal overdose. 

In other words it was not 
malice, but stupidity and ig- 
norance that killed them. Any- 
one who has watched hunt 
saboteurs in action will not be 
surprised. 

SARAH GODLEY 

Dorking, Surrey 

Anti-anti-ano'-smoking 

Sin Virginia Ironside has be- 
come as big an anti-anti- 
smoking bore as any of the anti- 
smoking bores whom she right- 
ly castigates (Dilemmas. 1 
January). Bores arc, by defini- 
tion, tedious, but Ms Ironside 
is dangerous also, because she 
succeeds in giving the impres- 
sion that smoking really does 
not raatter-or is even to be en- 
couraged. 

But iL does matter. Your ar- 
ticle “Fall in cancer deaths 
overshadowed by rise in num- 
ber of cases" (31 December) 
says “The sharp fell in lung can- 
cer deaths among men reflects 
the fall in smoking that began 
over 20 years ago" and evidence 
just keeps on coming: this very 
week the British Medical Jour - 
nal reports an authoritative 
new study, “Passive Smoking. 
The Health Impact", which in- 
dicates that passive smokiag. 
among other unpleasant things, 
“increases the risk of luug can- 
cer, and as a result, leads to tbe 
deaths of an estimated 2,000 
non-smokers each year” with- 
in the EU. 

On New Year’s Day, of all 
days, it seems a bit unfair for 
Virginia Ironside to undermine 
■ anyone’s resolve to give up 
smoking. God knows it's hard 
enough without that and it is 
distressing to learn that to the 
costs of smoking must now be 
added those of candles, match- 
es and cans of deodorant spray 
to render our living rooms 
wholesome again. Especially 
as thev don't work. 

DAVID GIRLING 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Sir: Virginia Ironside does not 
know her history. It was not 
Hitler who first introduced 
anti-smoking into modern (i.e. 
post- Reformation) society hut 
James I. whose A Counter Blast 



Animal rescue organisations are full of healthy cats in need of a home 


Cats at Christmas 

Sir: The kitten bought by Ru- 
pert Cornwell as a Christmas 
present for his young son (“On 
the unseasonal death of a pet". 
24 December) had been pur- 
chased from a pel shop and Mr 
Cornwell was told by the shop- 
keeper that it was seven weeks 
old. Within days tbe kitten 
had died, much to his family's 
distress. 


to Tobacco was published as ear- 
ly as 1604. So a thinking person’s 
aversion to this foul habit is not 
particularly new. 

GEORGE GOMORI 
Darwin College. Cambridge 

Nerd or profiteer? 

Sir: What a carry-on up the cy- 
ber path (“How the nerds are 
leading us up the cyber path", 
27 December). Do I detect 
a whiff of sociological cyber- 
manure? 

Given that Bill Gates's 
lifestyle is unlike yours and 
mine, we can ask if (hat goes 
with being a very rich man. or 
with being the boss of a vast cor- 
poration or with playing with 
computers. 

Has there actually been an 
experiment which proved that 
brilliant minds are ineffective in 
ordinary life? How did they de- 
fine the sample of brilliant peo- 
ple? Did all the selected people 
meefdy participate and fail at 
the ordinary tasks? How do you 
define an ordinary task in tbe 
real world, and success or fail- 
ure in it? 

The more interesting ques- 
tion seems to me to be: “Why 
arc we hostile to bright people?" 
We burnt witches, not realising 
that we were depriving the pop- 


No reputable rescue organ- 
isations re-home any of the an- 
imals in their care over the 
Christmas period but sadly 
some pet shops take advantage 
of the seasonal rise in demand. 
Kittens from pet shops have of- 
ten been taken from their moth- 
ers when they are far too young 
and are unable to feed proper- 
ly. It would not surprise me if 
this particular kitten was in 
fact younger than seven weeks. 


ulation of genes for bright and 
individual minds. 

I would dispute your reasons 
for computers beiag difficult to 
use. Gratuitous is nothing to do 
with it. The reasons are profit, 
profit and profit. Once upon a 
time I was employed in selling 
a computer program which 
came with a manual. To reduce 
costs tbe manual was never 
produced. The boss's response 
to my protest was that the cus- 
tomers' money would be in the 
bank before they found out. and 
to remember that negative at- 
titudes don't lead to promotion. 
FRANCES BELL 
Penrith. Cumbria 

Here’s the number 

Sir Charles Arthur is incorrect 
in claiming that all railway sta- 
tions are no longer listed in the 
telephone directory (“Mystery 
tale of tbe missing railway sta- 
tions”, 31 December). 

A glance at the Yellow Pages 
for Shropshire. Hereford and 
Mid-Wales will reveal the main- 
line railway station contact tele- 
phone numbers for Gobowen 
(01691 679659), Ledbury, Lud- 
low and Newtown Powys. These 
stations, together with those at 
Pembrey and Burry Port, 
Clitheroe and Saxmundham, 
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If it was the runt of the litter it 
should have been given closer 
attention before it reached the 
pet shop. 

Fluffy's story is. unfortu- 
nate. quite common. It might 
have been avoided had Mr 
Cornwell gone to a rescue or- 
ganisation such as the Cats 
Protection League which nev- 
er re-homes a kitten before it 
has been properly weaned from 
its mother, at eight weeks old 


have booking offices provided 
by travel agents who specialise 
in national and international rail 
travel and whose staff spare no 
effort to apply the highest stan- 
dards of customer care, in- 
cluding an efficient local train 
enquiry service. 

DAVID J LLOYD 
Manager 
Severn- Dee Travel 
Gobowen Railway Station 
Oswestry, Shropshire 

A modest proposal 

Sir: It is clear that the Gov- 
ernment does not consider 
that the rearing of children can 
be called “work". The Gov- 
ernment might therefore pre- 
fer that all women in the UK 
should stop rearing children so 
that they could, instead, engage 
in “real work". In contrast to 
tbe action suggested in anoth- 
er context by Lysistrata, this 
would hardly constitute strike 
action, and might even be ap- 
plauded by the many men who 
have no desire to contribute to 
the bringing up of their own 
offspring. 

Eventually, an ageing pop- 
ulation without young people 
to support it could be taken 
over by such members of the 
EU as are willing to pay and re- 
spect women for the commu- 
nity service of producing the 
next generation. 

This would be a long-term 
solution to the problem of idle 
lone parents, but perhaps Mr 
Blair would like to accelerate 
the process by sending ail ex- 
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at the very earliest. Animal 
rescue organisations are full to 
the brim with healthy cats and 
kittens desperately needing 
good homes. Perhaps now 
would be the right time for Mr 
Cornwell's family to approach 
one of them about homing one 
or even two kittens. 

M J McCAWLEY 
Chief Executive 
The Cats Protection League 
Horsham, ftcsr Sussex 


isting young children abroad, 
as an acceptable beef substi- 
tute. The mothers would not 
then require expensive child- 
care provision and could con- 
centrate all their energies on 
making money’ instead of mak- 
ing the future population of 
these islands. 
doreen tampion 

Teignmouth, Devon 

Supermarket strike 

Sin Your series of reports on su- 
permarkets (from 29 December) 
Is typically cousumerist in focus. 
Try another angle. The large su- 
permarkets employ large work- 
forces. most of which are 
organised in trade unions. Their 
power, should they deride to use 
it, is considerable. They could, 
in fact, halt much of cousumerist 
society at a stroke. Supermarket 
workers, the new miners? 
KEITH FLETT 
London N17 

Out of joint 

Sin I can understand why an ar- 
ticle about cannabis (“They're 
so out of it they can’t face re- 
ality”. 2 January) is often ac- 
companied by a picture of a 
joint and a small pile of weed 
- presumably so that Cabinet 
Ministers know what they’re 
talking abouL But why are the 
pictured spliffs always so bad- 
ly rolled? Surely even a Cabi- 
net Minister’s son could do 
better than this. 

MARK REARDON 
Leeds 


A lot of readers have written 
over the Christinas break to 
express delight at the return 
of the one-section newspaper, 
which we have been obliged • 
to produce due to the lack of 
holiday advertising. This tal- 
lies with a constant drip of let- 
ters during the rest of the year 
from people protesting about 
the usual two-section week- 
ly paper, and the multi-sec- 
tion Saturday paper. 

Well, here comes a con- 
fession: I too like single-sec- 
tion papers. If we had 
different printing presses 
(four-tower, in the jargon, not 
three-tower) -aqdjpould ex- 
pand the maibbrac&eet pa- 
per beyond 32 pages, then I 
would love to return to the 
purity of the sidgte^ection 
weekday paper. But we are 
limited in size and simply can- 
not. throughout the year, 
cram in everything that needs 
to be in a 32-page broadsheet 
... as well as printing the ad- 
vertising we need to stay in 
business. (Those readers who 
rather sweetly suggest drop- 
ping the adverts should be 
prepared to pay £1 or more 
for their daily paper as a re- 
sult.) Saturday papers are 
rather different. They are 
becoming more like Sunday 
ones and our research sug- 
gests that, while a minority 
want smaller papers, most 
people expect a multi-section 
weekend read. 

Staring into the mirror - 
pudding-faced, hungover. 
pouchy-eyed and smeared 
with the fatty residues of 
self-indulgence - I can as 
usual at this time of year think 
of no Resolution which I 
have the faintest intention of 
keeping. So here are a few 
friendly suggestions for oth- 
ers. Tony Blair, to maintain a 
serious and unsmiling image 
at all times. The New Labour 
Government generally: to 
pick a fight with someone rid] 
and powerful. Rupert Mur- 
doch: to publicly apologise for 
being such a global bastard 
and retire to a monastery to 
contemplate his many sins. 
Damien Hirst: to hold an ex- 
hibition of graceful little 


landscapes in watercolours. 
Bill Gates: to try a pencil. 
Gordon Brown: to save 
Britain's free-admission gal- 
leries and museums. Oasis: to 
retire. The Teletubbiex to be- 
have disgracefully at music- 
awards ceremonies, do a 
sponsorship deal with a cig- 
arette manufacturer, storm 
out of a Newsnight interview,, 
and then ... retire (to spend 
their ill-gotten gains on pink 
custard and ecstasy in a 
Hacienda-style mansion in 
Hertfordshire). I don’t sup- 
pose any of tbe above will fol- 
low this well-meant advice. 
But it would cheer up 1998 if 
they did. 

Surrounded by a grey ocean 
of newsprint over Christmas 
and New Year, it becomes in- 
creasingly dear that the news 
business is badly disorganised. 
Holidays are the time most 
people can spend maximum 
time reading papers; but 
there is generally a severe 
shortage of strong news sto- 
ries just when people have 
time to enjoy them. What we 
need to do, clearly, is to 
arrange a better match be- 
tween supply and the de- 
mands of news addicts. This 
could be done by storing par- 
ticularly spicy news stories 
and releasing them much 
later, during December, July, 
August and at Easter. After 
all, if you are interested in a 
daring helicopter rescue, it 
isn’t going to matter much 
whether you first find out 
about it now or in a few 
months* time, so long as you 
aren’t last to find out. lb 
make this work, interesting 
stories would be stored in 
sealed containers - to mature, 
like wine - and a committee 
of editors would meet before 
every holiday break to decide 
which should be released to 
cheer up readers. It seemed, 
however briefly, a brilliant 
idea. On the other band, 
leafing through a wide selec- 
tion of the festive press, it be- 
comes quite apparent that's 
more or less what happens 
anyway. 

Andrew Man 


QUOTE U NQUOTE 

There are genuine agoraphobics, who become panic- 
stricken out of doors. And those whose fears v anish as tbe 
betting shops open - Lord Tebbit. on benefit scroungers 

I’ll eat something out of the fridge with its sell-by date , 
glaring back at me, salmonella winking at me in neon 
lights. But life’s too short I can’t be worrying about 
salmonella when I’m worrying about hitting my high -Cs 

- Lesley Garrett, soprano 

Virtually every foreign secretary I have ever served with in . 
the past 30 years has fallen fast asleep in my presence 

- Lord Renwick, former British ambassador to Washington . 

People resent fat-cat businessmen with their noses in the 
trough, but they don’t seem to resent fat-cat footballers 
earning more in a week than the supporter earns in a year 

- David Mellor, head of the Government's Football Task Faroe 

Conductors should be back on the buses, packets of salt back 
in the crisps, clockwork back in docks, and levers back on 
pens - Penelope Fitzgerald, author, expressing hopes fir "95 

Raw materials, cheap slaves and beautiful prostitutes - . 
Alexander Prokhanov, ’Izvestio' editor, on what should be 
portrayed in a new symbol fir his country 
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LICHFIELD 

SURRENDERING 
TO THE TIMES 


Imagine a muddy forest surrounded 
* by some of the dullest countryside in 
; Prat Kfc. Scattered, implausibly, among 
" ffaeirefcs are 500 prefab bungalows, a 
hotel 1 a shopping maH, a sports cen- 
tre and a swimming pool called “The 
TtopicaJ Aquatic Paradise”. The last 
three are housed in the “buHc” or “bub- 
ble”, a kind' of moon-base, rising 
-^piaaeigisbly above the pine trees and 
bungalows. The whole is surrounded 
by one token, but psychologically sig- 
: njfi cart. strand of barbed wire. 

. : GaateParcs are a Dutch idea, now 
successfully exported to Britain and to 
fiance. The concept is simple: an in-- 
laikl bo&by camp for the relatively af- 
fluent and sporty, aimed at families 
with young or teenage kids, but also 
popular, by my observation, with 
groups of parent-fleeing youngsters. 
Cars are allowed into to off-load only. 
After that they are banished to a car 
park at the edj^of the wire Tor the 
sake ofour children”. It is difficult to 
aigKwith such a sensible rule. But the 
efistaace 7 to the car park also creates 
a powerful incentive not to stray out- 
side tothe surrounding towns. Instead, 
you spend your money in the restau- 
rants and stops within the wire. Ptkcs 
iq them are irritatingly above the go- 
ing rate in the free world but not so 
irritatingly feat you are tempted, more 
than once, to make a Colditz-style mis- 
sion to eatluschL 

^BpenttheNewYear at the Cen- 
terParcs site cai the edge of Normandy. 
The fowhmgTshoiridsay Is that the 
younger members bif the family had a 
wonderful time. The second thing I ■' 
should say is that 1 have ’never heard 
anyone speak a shirting wend about ; 
a CenterParc holiday. 

Thus it isdoubdessmy probtem flat ' 

1 found the experience spiritually' . 
crushing: a paradigm of what is most 
addictive, compelling and depressing 
about the late 20th century, the age of 
the mall and the videoKassette, the age 
of pre-packaged freedom, of frenet- . 
ic,but unadventurously easy fun. The 
- CenterParcs experience reminded me 
of Bart Germany, or, rather. East Ger- 
many; as it might have been, if had 
been run by the Dutch and staffed by 
the Bench: a kind of cosy, sporty,' 
bossy, Jobotomised world, in which 
everyone was busy and contented, save 
a tew, puzzled old dissidents like me. 

. I use the plural in the hope that 
there were a few other dissidents 
around but I confess I never made con- 
tact with them. There was one French 
man, of whom, originally, I bad high 
hopes. He gave me a wry, knowing 
smile on the first day, as if to say “what 
cm earth are we doing here. We are 

men of the world, used to freedom, ad- 
venture, the high road and more than 
seven channels on the TV.” 

I complained to him, inarticulate- 
ly no doubt, about all the bossy rules. 



Bcin£ iporty, iobotom rsed: a CenterParc is mostly a place of happiness. There are dissidents, though 


the enforced sense of happy times and 
the. constant, gentle extraction of 
money. He just grinned. The next day, 
I met him in the Tropical Aquatic Par- 
adise as 1 was j uggl ing with wet tow- 
els, arm-bands, a swimming ring, a 
float-board, three overcoats and three 
rets of clothes and searching for a five 
franc piece for the locker, which was 
somewhat larger than a cigar box. He 

saw a com plaining look on my face and 
butted in before I could talk. “C’est 
bien, n’estce pas?” When I started to 
object, he specified: “£7i bien, c ’est su- 
per pour les gamins. (WfeD. it’s won- 
derful for the children)". What could 
one say? Of course it was super for the 
gamins. The accursed gamins were hav- 
ing a great time. 

It might be thought that the indi- 
vidualistic French would resist tbe reg- 
imentation of CenterParcs. Not a bit 
of it. The two French centres are 
booked up for the peak periods weeks 
in advance. It is true that, when it 


comes to holidays, the French are 
among tbe least packaged nations on 
earth. But that is largely because they 
(80 per cent) take their holidays in 
Fiance. Many of them. 60 per cent ac- 
cording to one study, spend their hol- 
idays in their own second homes, or 
with relatives in the countryside or 
sponging on friends. 

If they are forced to pay for their 
holidays, the French are rather drawn 
to a bit of regimentation. Club Med 
an up-market CenterParcs, often with 
worse facilities, was after all a French 
idea. The French are - against the 
round-shouldered stereotype - a ven- 
sporty nation. French children were re- 
cently declared by a Europe-wide in- 
vestigation to be the fittest in the EU . 
All in all the French take to the hy- 
peractive, CenterParcs idea depress- 
ingly well. They are. presumably, 
individualistic within their bungalows 
while conforming in public: nothing 
could be more French than that. 


The most archetypical of all Cen- 
lerP&n: residents, to my eyes, were the 
two parrots and six flamingos, which 
always occupied the same branch and 
same pool of water in the giant, ciga- 
rette-smoke filled “bubble" at the 
heart of the siie. Their job was to help 
convert the shopping mall and swim- 
ming pool into the Tropica! Aquatic 
Paradise, as advertised. They could 
have flown around the shops if they 
had wanted to: with a little guile, they 
could even ha\e escaped. But the birds 
saw no reason to cause am trouble, ex- 
cept occasionally to fight amongst 
themselves. It was warm. They had 
friends. Their food was brought to 
them. Their presence entertained the 
gamins. On our 50th trip to what 1 in- 
sisted on calling the swimming pool. 
Charlie, aged seven. asked: "But. 
Daddy, what is a Tropical Automatic 
Paradise?" 

“Automatic paradise": the phrase 
summed up the place perfectly. 


Not everything shrinks with movie therapy 
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Stuffed into the sofa, you can’t 
move after the over-indulgence 
of Christmas and are thus 
trapped by the horrors of the 
festive season. Worse, you only 
realise this when you have just 
watched with horrible fascina- 
tion 20 minutes of the World’s 
Strongest Man competition. 

You cannot budge until you 
know whether the Swede, the 
Dane or the Finn wiU lift more 

stot nrachinesj run. round and. 

round, carrying a rodfc (an an- 
cient Icelandic cusfom appar- 
ently) and push a truck across 
the finishing fine first (For 
your information, I think it 
was the Finn but all the mus- 
cles started to look alike after 
- r a bit) That is the nightmare of 
Christmas. 

Watching Christmas spe- 
cials orfilms vou’Ve seen zillions 

of times (I made a persona 1 ww 

not to stay up for Airplane this 

year) always seemed an occu- 
Ltional hazard of the^season. 

Bat thanks to Benue Wooder 
' - Britain's first film therapist- 
. rye come to lookat this in a dif- 
ferent light. 

Mr Wooder prescribes 


various films to help people 
come to terms with their prob- 
lems. Recently MGM asked 
him to endorse The Wizard of 
Oz which has just been rere- 
leased. He was happy to agree 
as he thinks characters in the 
film are useful role models- . 

The idea is that if you are 
woolly-beaded and unintelligent 
you identify with the Scarecrow; 
mechanical and going through 
the motions you bond with the 
Tin Man; tense and frightened 
you concentrate on the Lion 
and thus work out how to deal 
with your inadequacies. As I 
tend to go through all those 
emotions within half an hour of 
reaching work, I came to the 
conclusion I should be watch- 
ing Vie Wizard rather than 
The Big Breakfast every 
morning- 

For most people. New- Years 
resolutions, apart from putting 
the lid back on the toothpaste 
and not drinking more than the 
level recommended by the De- 
partment of Health, usually in- 
clude some sort of inner 
improvement. However most of 
us never manage it- There is al- 


ways therapy but is it worth wail- 
ing 10 years to unscramble your 
psyche and then find dial you've 
managed to scramble some new 
parts of it in the process? 

So Mr Wonders film lhcr- 
apy may be the answer: films 
rarely last more than wo hours 
and bingo - a newer better you! 
For The Wizard of Oz is not the 
only film which Mr Wooder 
feels can help. He recommends 
Vie FuB Monty for those who 
are feeling the problems of re- 
dundancy, Pretty Woman for 
those with boyfriend problems 
(so does that mean become a 
hooker, girls, and he'll fall in 
love?) and Rebecca for those in 
a second marriage who feel 
haunted by the shadow of a pre- 
vious partner (presumably you 
end up feeling that your hus- 
band may have been married to 
the mart exquisite woman in the 
worid but at least you don’t have 
recurring dreams about bloody 
Manderlcy and Judith Ander- 
son isn’t hanging around). 

And wh3i better lime to 
achieve good karma than the 
festive period when there are 
more than 9! XI films on the telly. 


Football mania has 
a lot to answer for 
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THE TROUBLE 
WITH BOYS 


Some New York wag once cal- 
culated that after you’d dis- 
counted the men who were 
too old. too young, gay, married, 
unemployed, in prison, about to 
go into prison, junkies, or 
downright social misfits, the 
choice available to a young 
woman was pretty thin : just one 
eligible bachelor for every nine 
women. When the statistic was 
trotted out, all attached males 
would chorus “So where's my 
other eight, then?" 

As ever, there’s a grain of 
truth in the satire; and whilst tbe 
British can never lay claim to 
the extremes generated by 
American society, tbe statistics 
released by Scotland Yard this 
week will cause a shudder 
among the parents of teenage 
girls throughout tbe land. The 
young women themselves may 
simply shrug their shoulders; 
they've suspected for most of 
their lives that their male peers 
are worse than useless. 

The picture painted by the 
Scotland Yard study is of 
loutish, delinquent males, many 
barely able to write their names. 
Children, mostly boys under 16, 
commit two out of every five 
street robberies, one in three 
car thefts and a similar pro- 
portion of house burglaries. 
Having recently been the victim 
of auto crime. I can even en- 
visage the sort of little creep we 
are talking about - but let’s not 
dwell on my prejudices. In- 
stead, we should note Lhat 
many of these crimes are com- 
mitted during school hours; 
noL surprisingly, the educ- 
ational achievement of those 
who are caught and can there- 
fore be studied, is somewhat 
lower than that of the average 
Teletubby. Interviews of 500 
young offenders by the Basic 
Skills Agency showed that one 
in five couldn't write their 
names and addresses properly, 
half had problems with the 
time and date, and three out of 
10 couldn’t fill in a job applic- 
ation form - and none of these 
was under the influence of 
illegal substances at the time. 

These are people for whom 
applying to a welfare-to-work 
scheme, the Big Idea for their 
salvation, represents an intel- 
lectual challenge the size of 
Mount Everest. The minister 
responsible for standards in 
schools has declared himself 
“staggered" - a slate all too 
familiar to teenage boys fol- 
lowing an active Friday night. 
We will hear his proposals for 


In that loi there must be some 
sort of panacea for every pho- 
bia. neurosis and had habit. 

A quick Hick through Radio 
Tunc* supplies the answer. For 
ihirtysomvihings [tying to de- 
cide whether to have children 
or a career. Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York puts forward the 
pros and cons concisely (girls, 
would you really want risk giv- 
ing binh to a child like 
Macaulay CulkinV). Or do you 
feel shy and insecure about your 
performance in the dis- 
cotheque? Pulp Fiction pro- 
vides some useful hints and a 
slcp-by-sicp guide to asking 
that woman of your dreams lo 
dance. Finding it difficult to 
achieve closure in that rela- 
tionship? Watch Gone With 
Vie Mud. (which can also be 
combined lor w i >men hoping to 
pick up lips on how to set up 
their own sawmill business). 

But just as experts warn 
that conventional treatment 
can h.irm as well as benefit you. 
piiicnlially there arc worrying 
consequences ol watching the 
wrong film. How many people 
iuiv c chi iscn banking as a career 


under the impression Jim Car- 
rey gave them that they get to 
wear a magic mask and meet 
Cameron Diaz? In years to 
come we could see an influx of 
cats in psychiatric wards feeling 
that they’re never going to get 
on in the rat race after exposure 
to Tom and Jerry - Vie Movie. 
And giving up the veil to be- 
come a governess to a large 
brood of Austrians does not in- 
evitably mean you get to 
many Christopher Plummer. 
Honest. 

Most worrying of all are 
there even now hordes of peo- 
ple setting aside any him of 
scepticism and roaming parties 
repealing in an annoying voice; 
“Life is like a box of chocolates 
Forrest. You never know what 
you're going to gel." Social 
services are going to he picking 
up the bill in 30 years for those 
poor innocents exposed to 
Funvst Gump. At the end of the 
day. that great movie maker 
himself Samuel Goldwyn would 
have a word for those seeking 
therapy through films: anyone 
who goes to see a shrink needs 
their head examined. 


remedying the situation on 
Monday; no doubt there mil be 
a task force or two, some new 
schemes to spread the suc- 
cessful practice by some out- 
standing headteachers (in line 
for honours next time round, 
probably), and the obligatory 
exhortation to teachers to de- 
mand more from their male stu- 
dents. But sooner or later 
someone will have to explain 
what is going on. 

Assuming that there isn’t 
anything being put into the 
water to depress male IQ, to 
what can we attribute these 
findings? One unusual, bul I 
think, rather credible cause 
has recently been brought to my 
attention: football. A distin- 
guished educationist (who 
modestly does not wish to be 
named) has recently drawn my 
attention to work suggesting 
that boys are becoming so 
utterly obsessed by the beauti- 
ful game that there is little space 
left in their little brains for any- 
thing else. 

On the face of it, this seems 
slightly absurd; Sir Tom Finney 
was as ardently hero- 
worshipped as is Alan Shearer. 
George East ham as eagerly 
followed as is Ian Wright. Small 
boys imitated George Best's 
footwork as assiduously as 
Ryan Giggs's. But a generation 
ago, football was just one of a 
number of recreations, along- 
side crickel athletics, stamp- 
collecting, war games and the 
Boy Scouts; today it is a total 
way of life. Television, the stock 
market and oodles of money 
have turned a game into a self- 
contained universe. Boys talk 
about it, watch it, and gain their 
status from performing on the 
field, talking about it off the 
field, knowing its history and 
statistics inside out. Games 
teachers complain that poten- 
tial geniuses in other sports 
settle for mediocrity in soccer, 
classroom teachers sigh that 
half their classes are only 
whiling away the hours inside 
before rushing out to the play- 
ground to practise their latest 
free-kick set pieces. 

I would yield to no one in my 
enthusiasm for football anyone 
who has given nearly four 
decades to the cause of Chelsea 
Football Club needs no further 
proof of devotion to the sport 
However, a diet of football 
alone must deprive beys of the 
range of skills that girls are pick- 
ing up daily - articulacy, man- 
ual dexterity, social interactions 
and all the things which make 
it possible to read and analyse 
anything more than the league 


tables. The result is girls forg- 
ing ahead, and boys with a 
lack of enthusiasm for any- 
thing that involves reading 
books without pictures, a nar- 
rowness of outlook, and an in- 
capacity to communicate in 
anything other than Graham- 
Taylor-speak. 

It used to be said that boys, 
developing later, would catch 
up in the final years of school, 
particularly over A-Ievels. But 
this year’s results showed that, 
if anything, the opposite is 
true. For the first time girls per- 
formed pretty much as well as 
boys in science and maths; my 
own guess is that examiners' 
and teachers' low expecta lions 
of girls have always depressed 
their results. New methods of 
assessment, which make Lhe 
outcome less reliant on the 
ail-or- nothing final papers, have 
lessened the impact of this 
bias, and we are now seeing a 
truer reflection of girls' abilities. 

However, all is not lost for 
the male of the species. A 
number of football clubs are be- 
ginning to recognise that their 
responsibility lies beyond the 
terraces; Peterborough United, 
for example, is reinventing it- 
self as a patron of the arts. Ar- 
senal and others are pioneering 
the equivalent of America's 

These are people for 
whom applying to a 
welfare-to-work scheme, 
the Big Idea for their 
satvation, is an 
intellectual challenge the 
size of Mount Everest 


football scholarships, encour- 
aging beys who would like to be 
professionals to compete for 
places with the club, not just 
with their feet but with their 
brains. There is even some talk 
of roping football clubs into 
homework schemes for school- 
children. If football is indeed 
part of the problem, it could 
also turn out to be part of the 
solution. And when, later this 
year, the big clubs get permis- 
sion to start their own TV 
channels, maybe there should 
be a requirement on them to 
make an effort to persuade their 
young viewers to learn to read 
and write. After all, the head 
and the feel can work at Lhe 
same time; the former captain 
of Brazil, the world’s greatest 
footballing nation, was a certain 
Brasileiro Sampaio Vieira de 
Oliveira, DPhil; not for noth- 
ing was his playing name 
Socrates. 


Winter Sale 
Bargains 

IN CENTRAL LONDON HOTELS 


FROM ONLY 


PER PERSON PER NIGHT 
Including full English Breakfast 


£29 Royal Scot U'MC *★* 

Near King’s Cross and Euston 

0171 278 2434 


£39 Kensington Palace **** 

Close to Kensington High St. 

& Knightsbridgc 

0171 937 8121 


£49 TheGrosvenor **★★★★ 

Victoria & Buckingham Palace 

0171 834 9494 


£59 The Selfridge 

Just off Oxford Street 
0171 408 2080 


lA/fUC 

**** 


PRK l.S \ AI..11) 2mi JAM1AK1 - I5ih 1LBRUARV I99S 


CHILDREN WELCOME 

Sharing a rocro with 2 adults: Under 6-. Slav & eat Breakfast free 
6- IS: Suy free, 15 each per breakfast 

All rooms haw prism bathroom, direct dial telephone. TV and tea & coffee 

"“2 OTW «• - P«Pfc during a double 

nr twin room, including full English breakfiM. No jingle occupancy. * 

Ask your Travel Agent to book through Htghlifc on 0800 700400 
(N. Ireland 01232 312000) or call the hotel of your choicer 
Please quote reference IN0301 

Hiking, tuhpct ,o iMicd .vallaU&v. All dnJU coma at ta, ^ u 
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Frank Muir 



Frank Muir, writer and 
broadcaster; bom Ramsgate, 
Kent 5 February 1920; 
Assistant Head, BBC Light 
Entertainment Group 1960- 
64; Head of Entertainment, 
London Weekend Television 
1 968-69; President, Johnson 
Society, Lichfield 1975-76; 
Rector, St Andrews 
University 1977-79; CBE 1980; 
married 1949 Polly Mdrvine 
(one son, one daughter); 
died Thorpe, Surrey 2 
January 1998. 


Before Frank Muir and Denis 
Norden, scriptwriting was not 
seen as a profession, and in fact 
it has never really developed be- 
yond what they chose to de- 
scribe as “a cottage industry 71 - 
that is, two blokes in a room 
inventing humour. It's a far 
cry from the American “Ten 
writers, no waiting” approach, 
but has produced as much 
good comedy as the high-tech 
American method. 

That it is as it is is in many 
ways down to Muir and Norden. 
who proved that a scriptwriter 
was more than, to use Frank 


Muir's phrase, “a comedian's 
labourer”. 

In a way, Frank Muir was 
two people. A carefully honed 
foppishness, the pink bow tie, 
the lisp, the tweeds and the 
retired lieutenant-colonel man- 
ner, hid from most people Lhe 
astute, creative and, above all, 
authoritative writer. 

With Denis Norden, his 
long-term partner, both as 
writer and television and radio 
panellist, he penned some of the 
most memorable radio come- 
dies, Breakfast With Braden, 
Take It From Here (from which 
The Glums sprang) and much 
else besides. Together they 
wrote for television Whack-OI, 
starring Jimmy Edwards, with 
whom Muir had a particular 
affinity, and. again for Ed- 
wards, The Seven Faces of Jim. 

I suppose that for many 
viewers Muir will be remem- 
bered as the suave and beguil- 
ing team leader on the 
television panel game Call Afy 
Bluff where, whether in harness 
with Patrick Campbell or later 
with Arthur Marshall, and un- 
der the beady eye of Robert 
Robinson, be spun fantasies 
and elegant descriptions of ob- 
scure words, thus baffling his 
opponents and viewers alike. 

He became, with Denis Nor- 
den, the (almost) ever-present 
member of the quartet which 
made the quarter-century or so 
of BBC Radio's Afr Wool! and My 
Music and massively entertained 
a world-wide audience which re- 
joiced in Lhe humour and Lhe 
erudidon of those programmes. 

Later, also on radio, in the 
series Frank Muir Goes Into . . 
a ragbag of comic moments 


from the BBC archives, he held 
the centre with unfaltering skill. 

Behind the scenes of BBC 
Television, again with Denis 
Norden, Muir advised the cor- 
poration on their comedy out- 
put and was later head of 
comedy at the BBC before 
crossing over to ITV as head of 
comedy at the newborn London 
Weekend Television, where, in 
spite of some flops, notably We 
Haie Ways of Making You Laugh 
(which optimistic boast proved 
unfounded), he conjured up 
such long-running successes as 
Please Sir and On the Buses. 

When the management team 
resigned en Hoc in protest at the 
sacking of the programme con- 
troller, Cyril Bennett. Muir re- 
sumed to radio and, b addition, 
became a skilful writer of chil- 
dren's books based on the char- 
acter and behaviour of the Muir 
family dog, What-a-Mess. The 
first book, published in 1977, was 
followed by 16 other volumes de- 
scribing in charming detail the 
adventures of this accident- 
prone Afghan hound. 

The collections of My Word! 
anecdotes, reproducing Muir 
and Norden's tortuous puns. 
You Can 'l Have lour Kayak and 
Heat It (1973) being a typical ex- 
ample, sit happily on the shelves 
with other of his written works, 
focluding the massive The Ox- 
ford Book of Humorous Prose: 
from William Caxton to P.G. 
Wodehou.se (1989). 

In a way, Muir seemed like 
a Wbdebouse character, a snuff- 
taking clubman (the Garrick 
was his favourite watering hole) 
and a dandy, his style of dress 
being in a way his visual signa- 
ture tune. He was, in fact more 


Jeeves than Wooster, usually 
getting things right. His one nov- 
el, The Walpole Orange, pub- 
lished in 1993, was set in a West 
End gentlemen’s dub and was, 
to be honest, patchy. It bad 
great moments, but touches of 
fustian, too. 

His autobiography,./! Kentish . 
Lad, published last autumn, 
went at once bto the best- 
sellers’ list In it he recorded 
anecdotes of bis childhood and 
his RAF service, which was 
spent largely in Iceland, where 
he was stationed as an aerial pho- 
tographer. He commented, 
"When we had a plane we didn't 
have a camera, and when we had 
a camera we didn't have a 
plane." But his natural gifts 
found expression in entertaining 
his fellow airmen and these 
blossomed after the war bto a 
successful career b the profes- 
sional world of scriptwriting. 

For three years he was the 
Rector of St Andrews Univer- 
sity. which he says was “spend- 
bg three lovely years attending 
church with a terrific choir". 

Muir, a devout Anglican, is 
quoted as saying: .“1 think there 
is some kind of after-life, but it’s 
not pearly gates. I wish it to 
remain a mystery.” 

- Barry Took 

When I first came to England 
as a drama student and heard 
Frank Muir and Denis Norden's 
Take It From Here, I assumed I 
was Listenbg to a radio adap- 
tation of an S J. Perelman piece, 
so brilliant was the wordplay, 
writes Dick Vosburgh. 

Week after week, the film 
takeoffs which ended the show 
glittered with outrageous puns 


. . . Shakespeare shouting to the 
landlord ot the Mermaid Tav- 
ern, “See what the boys in the 

buckram will have!'" Drac- 

ula saybg to a potential victim, 
“Won’t you join me in the old- 
fashioned vaults?" Or a New 
York gangster who - having 
been told that the police have 
thrown a cordon around the 
area, stretching all the way 
down to the Staten Island fer- 
ry - exclaims: “You mean 
there's a ferry at the bottom of 
our cordon?" In another sketch, 
Sherlock Holmes said to Lady 
Baskervillc. “Surely deep, deep 
down, your guardian has some 
ideas or theories about this 
spectral hound?” - only to be 
tolid. “Yes. there are theories at 
the bottom of ray guardian." 

In 1956 Muir and Norden 
were finally given the opportu- 
nity to deliver such extravagant 
puns in person, when the radio 
literary quiz A/v Word! took the 
air. Each would he asked to give, 
by the end of the programme, 
the origb of various quota- 
tions, The bventions by both 
men were brilliant, but my 
favourite was Muir's fandango 
around the song title “Come 
bto the Garden, Maud". He 
told a sad story about joining a 
yacht club and falling madly in 
love with a member called Car- 
men. On hearing that his 
adored one and a yachtsman 
called Toothy Gordon had 
“sailed together into the har- 
bour of matrimony and were 
moored together for life", he 
confessed that he could do 
nothing but sit and mutter again 
and again: 

“Carmen . . . Toothy Gor- 
don . . . Moored!" 


Helen Wills Moody 


Helen Wills, tennis player; 
born Berkeley, California 6 
October 1905; winner. Ladies' 
Singles, American Lawn 
Tennis Championship 1923, 
1924, 1925, 1927, 1928, 1929, 
1931 ; winner. Women’s 
Singles, English Lawn Tennis 
Championship 1927, 1928, 
1929, 1930, 1932, 1933, 1935, 
1938; winner, Ladies’ Singles, 
French Lawn Tennis 
Championship 1927, 1928, 
1929, 1930; married 1929 
Frederick Moody (marriage 
dissolved 1937), 1939 Aidan 
Roark (marriage dissolved); 
died Carmel, California I 
January 1998. 


She came out of California, 
trained to be a teonis champi- 
on, determined to win the prizes 
of consequence b her sport She 
was a private person perform- 
ing on a public stage, playing the 
game with unerring accuracy 
and control, refusing to reveal 
her emotions to frequently out- 
classed and overwhelmed op- 
ponents. Above all else, Helen 
Wills Moody was a person who 
knew precisely what she want- 
ed b life and achieved most of 
her goals with meticulous care 
for her craft and high intelli- 
gence, seldom looking back on 
anything she had done with 
remorse or frustration. 

This remarkable American 
achieved on an astounding scale 
from the early 1920s until the 
late 1930s, producing a record 
few could ever hope to equal or 
surpass. In that memorable 
stretch of time, “Little Miss Pok- 



Helen Wills at Wimbledon in 1924 Photograph: Hufron Getty 


er Face” was victorious seven 
times b her native American 
Championships at Forest Hills 
(now known as the US Open), 
came through four times to 
win the French Championships 
in Paris, and captured eight sin- 
gles titles on the fabled lawns 
of Wimbledon, where she was 
beaten ooly once b 56 match- 
es. She was unofficially ranked 
as the best player b the world 


no fewer than nine times. At 
one stage between 1927 and 
1933, she did not lose a sbgle 
set let alone a match. 

But Helen Wills Moody was 
worthy of praise for more than 
the sum of her accomplish- 
ments. She set herself apart wiih 
the size and scope of her com- 
petitive appetite, demonstrating 
an uncommon courage and 
composure when it twice ap- 


peared as if her career might be 
over. 

Appendicitis abruptly cur- 
tailed her activities b 1926 
when she was only 20, but she 
restored herself convincingly 
by the followbg year. Then, af- 
ter a debilitating back injury 
kept her out of the game in 
1934, she returned with com- 
plete conviction in 1935 to wb 
her penultimate Wimbledon 
championship. Finally, in 1938, 
nearing the age of 33. she ruled 
at the All England Club for the 
last time when most of the 
cognoscenti had virtually given 
up on her. 

She was a baseline player 
who could drive the ball with 
more pace and depth off the 
ground than any of her rivals. 
She dombated her matches 
with both power and precision, 
cutting down her opponents 
by directing the ball rhythmically 
and relentlessly from comer to 
comer, forcing foes bio mis- 
takes by virtue of her extraor- 
dinary command of the court. 
The combination of her placid 
demeanour and her assertive 
style of play was what made her 
a champion of the highest or- 
der; neither the strategic frame- 
work of her game nor her 
supreme belief in herself could 
ever be called bto question. As 
the revered New York Times 
writer Allison Danzig put it. 

Power under control and the ability 
to hit the bail harder than any oth- 
er woman on the courts were re- 
sponsible Tor the rise of Miss Wills. 
The ability to mask her reelings, to 
maintain an inscrutable countenance 
in the face of the vicissitudes of match 


play, was the characteristic that 
made the deepest impression upon 
the tennis galleries. 

Wills Moody’s upbringing 
surely had much to do with her 
successes later b life. Her fa- 
ther, Clarence Wills, was a sur- 
geon who got her started with 
tennis when she was eight. Her 
mother. Catherine Anderson 
Wills, was a University of Cal- 
ifornia graduate who played 
an even more crucial role b the 
evolution of this immensely 
driven woman. Mrs Wills was as 
undemonstrative as Helen, a 
quiet leader proviUbg strength 
when it was most needed. She 
attended all of Helen's tourna- 
ments from 1921 to 1930. and 
shared an unusually warm and 
close relationship with her 
daughter. Helen, too. attended 
the University of California, 
learning to sketch and draw with 
admirable skill, even remarkbg 
fleetingly at the tune. “Art will 
be my life.” 

Not surprisbgly, she was an 
honour student, a Phi Beta 
Kappa who remarked of her 
time in the classroom: “I had a 
complete lack of interest in 
learning for the sake of know- 
ing something. 1 was, in the 
truest sense of the word, a 
‘cup hunter' in the field of 
scholarship.” 

Be that as it may. she dis- 
tinguished herself with her fine 
sketches, making drawings of 
many of the women she com- 
peted against. Bui her talent 
outside the confines of the ten- 
nis court did not stop there. As 
the New York Herald Tribune 



correspondent A1 Lanev once 
recalled. Wills Moody could 
put her pen to useful purposes, 
writing respectable articles for 
the London newspapers b the 
1930s. As Lanev said: 

She did all right financially while 
abroad by writing for the London pa- 
pers. I beard at the tune what the fig- 
ure was for the pieces, but I have 
forgotten, although I still am able to 
report that tennis champions were 
paid at a much higher rate in those 
days for reporting tennis than regu- 
lar tennis wriiers.'in fairness to Miss 
Wills. I must say that they were very 
well w ritten pieces and I was assured 
that she wrote them herself, entire- 
ly without professional help, f was 
impressed with her literary talent. 

Clearly, however, she was 
most gifted when she held a 
racket in her hand, moving 
with serenity and authority 
through the major champi- 
onships. In assessing the impact 
of her career a few years ago. 
the 1947 Wimbledon champion 
Jack Kramer said: 

I was convinced at one time - and 
things have changed with Martina 
Navratilova coming along to play so 
well on grass, with Steffi Graf look- 
ing for so long like a world beater, 
and with Monica SeJes taking over 
with her new style of game - but for 
the longest while i thought that He- 
len Wills Moody was right up there 
with Pauline Betz as Lhe best woman 
players I have ever seen. 

I played against Helen Wills. He- 
len Jacobs and Alice Marble when I 
was the US boys' champion. I felt I 
was quite a good player for a 15-year- 
old, but Helen was a veiv tough 
match for me while Jacobs and Mar- 
ble who were also line players were 
not up to her calibre. Later on i 
played mixed doubles with her when 
she was in her forties and it was hard 
to believe how good she was. 

Remarkably, despite all of 


her prodigious successes, the 
most famous contest she played - 
resulted b a defeat. Facing 
the incomparably charismatic 
Frenchwoman Suzanne Lenglen 
at Cannes in February 1926 for 
the one and only time in their 
careers. Wills was beaten 6-3, 
$-6 in what the renowned dress 
designer and authoritative crit- 
ic Ted Tinting called “the first 
big show-bus'iness match in the 
history of tennis, the sort of pre- 
decessor for Billie Jean King 
and Bobby Riggs in 1973”. 

The high drama of the oc- 
casion was justified in tight of 
the greatness of the two com- 
petitors. They were universal- 
ly regarded as the two greatest 
players of the first half of the 
20th century, and this con- 
frontation was a unique chap- 
ter in their productive lives. The 
best of Wills Moody as a play- 
er was certainly ahead of her 
while Lenglen's most domi- 
nant days were nearly over. In 
any case, recalLbg the moment 
of that match 60 years after it 
happened. Wills Moody was 
amusingly irreverent about it alL 
“The first thing I remember," 
she said b 1986. 
is that my mother did not want me 
to go. My father didn't see much 
point in it either. I just don't know 
why I thought it was the end of the 
world to leave the University of 
California to go to the South of 
France. Why did I? I almost cried I 
wanted to go so much. I begged and 
begged, and looking back it doesn't 
make any sense at all. 

In any event, Helen Wills 
Moody always handled her pri- 
vate life with dignity and with- 


out any unnecessary fuss or ex- 
citement She divorced Fred 
Moody, a stockbroker, b 1937 
after eight years of marriage, 
then married Aidan Roark, a 
film writer, two years later. 
This second marriage lasted 
much longer, but she was di- 
vorced from Roaxk in the 
early 1970s- • ■ 

By then, still living in her 
beloved California, she had be- 
come something of a recluse, 
but her friends and former as- 
sociates understood her need to . 
isolate herself. “In the latter 
stages of her life,”-- recalled 
Kramer. 

she just happened to want to be alone 
and that was fine. Nothing could dis- 
turb her when she wanted something. 
She would make up her mind that she 
was going to do something in a cer- 
tain way, and that was the way it 
usually was. She was a very nice per- 
son, very considerate, and a quality 
individual all the way. 

Ted Tinling had seen this 
side of Helen. Wills Moody 
long before the end of her life, 
and he correlated her attitude 
to her striking appearance. 
“With the exception of Garbo,” 
explabed Tinting, 

1 have seen all the best-looking 
women in the world face-to-face 
and. m the beauty stokes, Helen Wills 
was very definitely In the top league. 

She had a flawless complexion with Bj 
her facial bone structure and her fine- ; • 

ly dtisefled features were nanimscent 
of a piece oF serene classical sculp- 
ture. in dramatic contrast, she had 
the Marlene Dietrich technique ofa 
conversation. 

She was certainty the Garbo of 
tennis, always wanting to be atone and 
away from her fellow competitors. 

- Steve Rink 





Birthdays 

TODAY: Brigadier Sir John Anstey, 
former President, National Savings 
Committee, 91; Mr David Atherton, 
music director, Hong Kong Philhar- 
monic Orchestra. 54; Mr John Bam- 
bo rough, former Principal, Linacre 
College, Oxford, 77; Mr Michael Bar- 
ren. television presenter, 70; Mr 
Victor Borge. musician and come- 
dian, 89; Mr Keith Brookman, Gen- 
eral Secretary. Iron and Steel Trades 
Confederation, 60, Sir Robin Butter, 
Secretary of the Cabinet and Head 
of the Civil Service, 60; Professor Sir 
Bryan Careburg. Secretary General. 
International Accounting Standards 
Com mi tree, 59; Mr Fran Cotton, for- 
mer rugby international, 50; Sir 
Alasiair Rarbes, former judge, 90; Mr 
Mel Gibson, actor, 42; Mr Richard 
H3nbmy-7femson. Lord-Lieutenant of 
Gwent, 73; Sir Roy Harding, educa- 
tionist, 74: Mr John Paul Jones, 
rock musician and producer, 52: 
A dmir al Sir Michael Layard, former 
Second Sea Lead, Chief of Naval Rir- 
sonncL 62; Miss Anya Linden (Lady 
Sainsbury of Preston Candoverj. 
former ballerina, 65; Sir George 
Marlin, chairman. Air group, 71; Mr 
Eric Martlew MP. 49; Sir Carol 
Mather, former MP, 79: Mr Sieg- 
mund Nissei, former member of the 
Amadeus Quartet, 7b; Sir John Rid- 
delL former royal equeny, 64; Miss 
Eirfys Roberts, former Deputy Di- 
rector, Consumers' Association, 87; 
Mr Graham Ross Russell, Chairman, 
Securities Institute. 64; Mr Robert 
Steedman, architect, 69; Mr Matthew 
Taylor MR 35; Mr John Thaw, actor. 


56; Mr David Vine, BBC spans 
commentator, 62. 

TOMORROW: Mrs Jackie Ballard 
MP, 44; Miss Grace Bumbry, opera 
and concert anger, 61; Miss Dyan Can- 
non. actress, 59; Mr Alexander Chan- 
cellor, journalist. founding editor or 
the Independent Magazine, 58: Capt 
Sir tvar Colquhoun of l Bl Chief 
of the Clan Colquhoun, 82; Mr Iain 
CuJfabertson. actor, 68; Mr Alan Dyer, 
former Chier Constable, Bedford- 
shire, 64; Professor Keith Hancock, 
economist 63; Lt-Cdr Sir Ian Clark 
Hutchison, a member of the Queen's 
Body Guard for Scotland. 95; Pro- 
fessor Brian Josephson, physicist, 58; 
Air Vice-Marshal Richard Kyle, 55: 
Professor Lance Lanyon. Principal, 
Royal Veterinary College, 54; Mr 
John McLaughlin, blues and jazz gui- 
tarist, 55: Miss Margaret Marshall, 
concert and opera singer, 49; Mr 
Mick Mills, footballer, 49: Mr Floyd 
Patterson, boxer, 63; Mr Nicholas 
Payne, Director, Royal Opera, Cov- 
ent Garden, 53; Baroness Pitkeatfa- 
ley, chief executive, Carers National 
Association, 57: Mr Timothy Rlx, pub- 
lisher, 64; Mis Barbara Rush, actress, 
68; Mrs Phyllis Starkey MR 50; Sir 
Alan Thomas, chairman. Firth Hold- 
ing ptc, 55; Mrs Audrey Wise MP. 63; 
Miss Jane Wyman, actress. 84. 


Changing of the Guard 

TOOATt The Kouvirtid I jnhv Mourned L 
mnmi lhe Queen 1 , 1 ifc Guard ct Hant . 

I Ian. la Hjltihoa Wchh Cm4i n*.wB the Ouxni 
******** Mm. 1 1 JOWL band ppv 
Wfcdhpll* '‘pfcbfcuazni TOMOfiSOWi 7Sr(*w 
”*• i Mwmifd (fcdinetniDMmi .1 the OiecaS 

Lit Qaird a Ham Guard*. Item. 


FAITH & REASON 


The cross which falls across the cradle 


Christmas has not yet come 
for the Eastern Church, which 
celebrates it next week. It will 
be an altogether more muted 
affair than that in the West. 
Andrew Walker, a member of 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church, explains why. 


As Western Christians prepare for 
Epiphany it might come as a surprise 
to learn that the Eastern Orthodox 
Church makes at least as much of it 
if not more, than Christmas. This is 
partly a question of history. Christmas 
is the last of the great liturgical feasts 
to be incorporated into the Church’s 
calendar. The Nativity was not cele- 
brated in any major way before 
the third centuiy, and the 25lh of 
December not generally fixed as 
Christmas Day until the end of the 
fourth century. By that time the 


Eastern Church was already cele- 
brating Epiphany as one of its great 
feasts, second in importance only to 
Easter. 

Over time Christmas came to 
equal Epiphany in significance but it 
never overwhelmed it or shunted it 
aside. Culturally, also, the Orthodox 
Church has never capitulated to the 
consumerism of Western Xmas. St 
Nicholas has never transmuted into 
the Father Christmas of Western Eu- 
rope, or into the Santa Claus of 
North America. 

It is true that bishops in the Russ- 
ian church will sometimes stand in for 
St Nicholas and distribute, or at least 
hand over, presents to Orthodox chil- 
dren after Christmas Day but this is 
in no sense linked to the notion of a 
commercial festive season: presents, 
if they exist at alL are modest and more 
a gesture of generosity -of Christian 
largesse - than giving children their 
"heart’s desire". There are certainly 
local festive customs, such as the eat- 


ing of carp on Christmas Day. for ex- 
ample, but on the whole Christmas is 
a thoroughly muted affair compared 
to its Western counterpart. 

But perhaps the really interesting 
differences between Eastern and 
Western Christmas arc theological. 
Eastern theology is governed by the 
Easter Event. The “joy to the world” 
of Western Christmas is centred in 
Eastern liturgy on the great Easter 
shout of “Christ is Risen" and the af- 
firmation of the people that “he is 
risen indeed". Christmas in looking 
forward to Easter shares in that joy 
but also foreshadows the tragedy of 
the fact that the child born to be king 
also came to die. Even in one of his 
famous hymns to the Nativity. St 
Ephrem (c306-373) writes of the 
child who will defeat death by death: 
“Let us thank him who killed death 
by his dying." And in a famous Russ- 
ian icon the angel Gabriel carries a 
cross to the Nativity where it casts a 
shadow over the manger. 


This joy tinged with sadness and 
sobriety is reflected also in the fact that 
the great feast is approached through 
fasting until the day of rejoicing ar- 
rives. (In an age of conspicuous con- 
sumption we might call this a political 
statemenL) But perhaps the most in- 
teresting feature of Orthodox Christ- 
mas is that it is an experience that the 
Church keeps to itself. It is almost as 
if Christmas is a secret When the Holy 
One of God entered the world as a 
vulnerable mewling babe, only Joseph 
and Mary, some shepherds, and a few 
wise men had any inkling what earth 
shattering event had taken place. 
God was incarnate in a mystery that 
was not yet for public unveiling. In- 
deed as Orthodox tradition puts it 
there was no room for Mary and 
Jesus in the inn, so, as human society 
had rejected the mother literally 
pregnant with divinity, “the earth of- 
fereth the cave to him . . . who from 
all eternity is God". 

And it is against this background 


of public rejection, of a hushed cele- 
bration by the people of God; of a con- 
fident confidentiality by those loyal 
to the Christ -child, that the great cel- 
ebration of Epiphany makes sense 
Christmas may belong to the inner life 
of the Church, but Epiphany is the 
time when the secret is out, not mere- 
ly shouted from the rooftops but con- 
firmed from the heavens. As the 
kontakion for Epiphany says of Christ, 
“Thou art manifested today to the 
whole world." This public revelation 
is not only of Jesus as the God-Man 
prefiguring his passion by dying and 
rising again from the waters of .bap- 
tism, but of God being m anife sted in 
triunity as Father, Son, and Holy 
GhosL 

At Christmas the Church guards 
the boy-king from the prying eyes of 
the merely curious and the enemies 
of God, but at Epiphany die Qmrch 
confesses that the man-king is lord of 
lords whose kingdom is now at hand 
and whose reign shall last for ever. 
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Blue chips advance into the new year amid light trading 


■MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Shares started the year on a 
high note with Footsie rising 
58 points to 5,1935. But the 
half-day session aL the end of 
the festive fortnight seemed 
unreal, with few stock market 
men in attendance and little 
investment interest. 

Even so. Footsie's display 
was in sharp contrast to the 
opening day of last year when 
the index fell 6J.1. Then, of 
course, it went on to hit a 
succession of new highs, con- 
founding most observers. 

As Richard Kersley of 
BZW points out: “The 
strength of the bull run was 
missed by everyone. Most 
observers, ourselves included, 
began the year with a worried 
view of bond markets and saw 
equities in a similar light'’ 

The opening advance 
looked fragile. A handful of 
buy orders, very little selling, 
more new year tips and futures 


interest provided sufficient 
incentive to push prices ahead. 
TUrnover was an insignificant 
130.7 million shares and the 
session was dubbed a “waste 
of time” by some market men. 

Footsie gave ground in the 
last few minutes of trading. 
The fall, 103 points, was much 
less than on New Year’s Eve 
when the index dropped 31.S 
points before the Stock Ex- 
change adjusted some share 
prices and a revised calculation 
was produced. 

Halifax, one of the shares 
revalued upwards, was one of 
the few financial fellers. It lost 
4p to 760p. Most, reflecting 
expectations of further take- 
over action this year, moved 
ahead. Abbey National, rarely 
far from corporate speculation, 
put on 23p to 1.1 14p. 

Insurances pushed ahead. 
General Accident. lowered by 
40p on New Year's Eve after 


the Stock Exchange rethink, 
had the audacity to recover all 
its imposed loss - gaining 40p 
to l,095p. Other insurances 
higher included Prudential 
Corporation and Legal & 
General. 

Retailers drew some com- 
fort from the John Lewis trad- 
ing statement which showed 
higher December sales bol- 
stered by a late rush. 

The January sales got off to 
a good start with double fig- 
ure gains. It was enough to 
edge Next 16p higher to 708p 
and Marks & Spencer 53p to 
6045p. 

Bass, selling its betting 
shops to Ladbroke for 
£375-5ra, put on 95p to 954p. 
The brewer is thought to be 
attempting to clinch a hotel 
take over. Ladbroke rose 4p to 
26Sp. 

Dalgety finned to 2795p. 
The sale of its food ingredients 


division is due to be an- 
nounced this month. Cash 
rich Associated British Foods 
is thought ro be interested but 
could run into monopoly 
problems. 

Southern Electric the only 
quoted survivor of the 12 
regional electricity companies 
floated seven years ago, hard- 
ened J8p to a 524p peak. It is 
expected to attract a predator 
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soon - possibly, if Westminster 
clearance can be obtained, 
one of the generators. 

Others to attract modest in- 
terest on takeover hopes in- 
cluded Reddn & Colman and 
Greenalk R&C is regarded as 
a likely Unilever acquisition; 
Gree nails is seen as a possible 
target for Allied Domecq or 
even Whitbread. 

There is a suggestion Allied 
and Bass could make a joint 
bid with Allied settling for the 
pubs and wholesaling opera- 
tion and Bass the hotels. Any 
Whitbread assault would 
probably herald the end of the 
group's brewing involvement. 

Ny corned Amersbam led 
the Footsie leader board with 
a 100p gain to 2,250p- EML the 
showbiz group, gamed 22p to 
530p, reflecting a new year tip. 

The arrival of an Infor- 
mation Technology sector con- 
tinued to spur most of the 88 


constituents. Logics hardened 
20p to a l,1775p peak and 

Sherwood International also 

hit a high with a 40p gain to 
572Jp. Misys, the sector's 
biggest company, put on 125 p 
to L8425p, also a record. 

CNC Properties finned to 
85p. Channel Hotels and 
Properties and associates now 
Control almost 30 per cent of 
Lbe capital Last year CNC, the 
old Clarke NicfcoIIs & Coombs 
sweets business, disclosed a 
mystery takeover approach. 
One name in the frame was 
Wiggins, the property group. 
But the bidder walked away. 
Wiggins closed at a 13.25p 
peak. 

Envirotned, the healthcare 
group where bidders are 
thought to lurk. feQ Up to 1 lp 
and Shield Diagnostic, last 
year’s top performing share, 
gave up 22 jp to 695p on Lhe 
inevitable take profits advice. 


TA KING STOC1C 

With a few exceptions football 
dab shares have failed to 
score with investors. One of 
the worst performers is 
Loftus Road, controlled by 
entertainment tycoon Chris 
Wight The shares, seemingly 
weighed down by a steady 
stream of small sell orders, 
fell 2J>p to 295p, a new low. A 
few months after being 
Boated at 72p in October 
1996 they touched 1065 p. 

The loss-making group 
has ambitious expansion 
plans but its two operations, 
the Queens Park Rangers 
football club and Wasps 
rugby dub, have failed to 
perform, with QPR stuck In 
the middle reaches of Nation- 
wide Division One and Wasps 
near the bottom of the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership. 

Head banter Whitehead 
Mann climbed 185p to a 
2175p peak; there is talk of a 
US strike. 
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BT to ‘cold call’ 15 million customers to 
fight off challenge from rival networks 


Promise of 
disposals 
lifts ICI 


British Telecom is embarking on 
the UK’s largest-ever customer 
“cold-calling” initiative, with plans 
to ring 15 million of its domestic 
subscribers at least four times a 
year. Chris Gadsmark , Business 
Correspondent, examines BTs bid 
to fight off the competitive 
challenge from rival networks. 


For the bulk of BTs residential customers 
the new year will bring more than a post- 
Christmas hangover. Some 15 million 
households, those which are not members 
of low-spending budget plans, are about to 
receive the first “cold-call” from one of BTs 
recently established call centres. 

BT said yesterday that it would ring these 
customers four times, amounting to at least 
60 milli on separate calls, every 12 months. 
The two-pronged strategy aims to ensure 
customers are satisfied with BTs existing 
service, including identifying any discounts 
not claimed, while attempting to sell extra 
products such as a second phone line. 

Most customers will be called in the 
evening or at weekends, when they are likely 
to be at home, though BT said it would 
abide by a telemarketing code of practice. 
A spokesman defended the plan, arguing 
homes would not be rung up early in the 
morning, or after 9pm each night. Homes 
which objected to being called could opt 
out of the campaign, though BT insisted 
most customers were happy. 

“We don’t regard this as cold-calling, 
because we already have an ongoing rela- 
tionship with these customers. We write to 
them eight times each year anyway," said 
the spokesman. 

The approach, easily the biggest cold- 
calling exercise in the UK so far, is sup- 
ported by BTs £100m investment in call 
centres, which has so far created around 
3,000 new jobs. The newest two tele- 
marketing centres opened recently at Don- 
caster and Gosforth on North Tyneside, 
each with 650 telemarketing terminals. 

Operators are given pre-programmed 
calls from computer tapes, which provide in- 
formation on customers’ existing calling pat- 
terns, and read their questions from the 
terminal screen. The staff mostly work part 
time and earn commission for products sold 



Hailing the nation: Call centres for telephone-based selling have become one of the biggest growth areas of the 1990s 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


to supplement basic pay of about £450 an 
hour. Operators are graded in league tables, 
monitoring the amount erf new business gen- 
erated- Call Centres have become one of the 
big growth areas of the 1990s with financial 
services companies such as First Direct and 
Direct Line establishing bases for their tele- 
phone-based businesses. 

The move is BTs latest response to the 
challenge from competitors such as the 
cable companies, who are signing up new 
residential customers, mostly poached 


from BT, at the rate of about 150,000 a 
mouth. The biggest cable group. Cable & 
Wireless Communications, laid down the 
gauntlet to BT last year with a £50m 
advertising campaign. 

Last month OfteL, the UK telecoms 
watchdog, raised its forecast for the ero- 
sion of BTs domestic customer base, pre- 
dicting that its share of residential exchange 
lines would drop to 70 per cent by 2000, 
from around 91 percent today. BTs share 
of national calls made would, according to 


OfteL fall to just 50 per cent, while the group 
would account for just 40 per cent of in- 
ternational calls. 

The cold-calling campaign aims not just 
to hold on to customers, but to offset the 
damage from competition by encouraging 
homes to use the phone more often.- BT. 
claims the strategy has already paid 
dividends, with 14 million customers now 
members of the Friends and Family scheme, 
around double the membership a year ago. 

BT has combined the cold-calling policy 


with an advertising strategy increasingly 
shifted towards promoting special offers and 
discounted services such as Friends and 
Family. In the most recent case this saw 
Christmas adverts promoting a 20 per cent 
discount off one Friends and Family num- 
ber: despite the fact that the price:neduc-j 
ticin does not take effect until May. r 
The campaigns, more aggressive than 
the “good to talk” approach of thepasLare. : 
the brainchild of Ed Carter, BT§ Ameri- 
can marketing adviser. 


Imperial Chemical Industries (1^*| £> 
is planning to sell what remains 
of its industrial chemicals 
businesses in the coming year, in 
a move which could raise £l.2bn. { 
Peter Thai Larsen reports on the 
next stage of the chemical giant’s j 
massive restructuring. 


The news came as ICI announced the corrj- 
pletioa of the sale of its polyester polymer- 
businesses to DuPont, which was announce^ 
in July. The group also said further “sub- 
stantial” disposals could be expected in 
1998. ICI shares firmed 8p to 959p. j 
According to experts, businesses on the 
block include ICTs North American tita- 
nium dioxide interests; its Runcorn-base^ g 
chlorine-manufacturing subsidiary and* 
divisions malting polymers and chemicals 
that replace ozone-destroyiag CFC gases. 

Several announcements are expected 
before ICI reports its annual results in Fetj- 
ruaiy. An IQ spokesman said the group was 
in talks about several potential deals, but 
refused to comment. on specific cases, j 
C harles Miller-Smith. IQ’s chief exec- 
utive, has mapped out a future for the group 
in which it pulls out of cydicaL, capital-inten- 
sive bulk chemicals in favour of specialised 
chemicals with a high value-added content 
That strategy inspired the acquisition of 
Unilever's speciality chemicals businesses 
in July for £4.9bn. ICI subsequently targeted 
£3bn of disposals over three years to reduce 
debL. Burin a whirlwind of activity it hasjk 
raised £3.6bn in just six months. 

Now the group is keen to complete the 
transition. Analysts also think ICI wants to 
pursue smaller bolt-on acquisitions in spe- 
ciality chemicals. Further disposals would 
give it the firepower to do so. - 

“Basically, anything outside the paints, 
materials and speciality chemicals divisions 
is up for sale,” said Phillip Morrisb, Chem- 
icals analyst at Nikko Securities. . i 
. ICI's recent disposals have been sold fqr 
a multiple of about one times annual sales. 

" Sut-iaxperts reckon the remaining- burin esses 
•Vill fetch more in&dS# 
a sales multifife of <L6 tQ^the industrial «fr 
./viSionh remaining £2h03rf tHrnpse&Mer- 
rflMynch analyst Robyn Coombs calculates 

ci 
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Surge in consumer borrowing dampens rate hopes 


Figures showing a big 
rise in consumer credit 
in November, along with 
an upbeat trading 
statement from the John 
Lewis group, suggested 
pre-Christmas reports of 
a slowdown on the high 
street were exaggerated. 
It is not safe yet to rule 
out further interest rate 
increases, analysts 
concluded. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, gets 
the measure of seasonal 
spending. 

New borrowing by consumers 
jumped by£12bn in November, 
according to Bank of England 
figures yesterday. It was the 


biggest monthly increase since 
February, and undermined the 
widespread view that the 
summer spending boom is over. 

Earlier figures showing 
slower growth in retail sales 
during the same month, and 
anecdotal evidence from stores, 
had fuelled hopes that there was 
already enough of a slowdown 
to persuade the Bank of Eng- 
land to hold off raising interest 
rates again. Many City econo- 
mists predict at most one more 
rate rise, and that not before 
February when the economic 
picture will be clearer. 

However, yesterday's evi- 
dence indicated that these hopes 
might yet prove premature. 

The surprise November con- 
sumer credit rise was £3 00m 
higher than the previous 
month’s figure. It took the 
annual growth rate in lending 


up a fraction to 15.4 per cent 
halting what had appeared >o be 
a firm downward trend. 

The increase was dominated 
by a £5 22m rise in loans ad- 
vanced by “other specialist 
lenders”, much of which could 
have been linked to car sales. In 
1997 these reached the highest- 
ever total for November. 


The figures also confirmed 
bank and building society 
reports that mortgage lending 
was weaker at £1.9bn m No- 
vember compared with £12bn 
the previous month. However, 
the annual growth rate for home 
loans remained unchanged at 5.9 
per cent, well up from the pre- 
vious year’s pace of increase. 


The lending details high- 
lighted the importance of 
looking beyond the monthly 
retail sales reports. High street 
spending accounts for only a 
third of total consumer 
expenditure and excludes, as 
well as car sales, spending on 
items like entertainment and 
holidays. 

In addition, retail sales are 
heavily distorted by seasonal 
patterns at this time of year. 
Typically, nearly a fifth of all the 
cash to flow through high street 
tills does so during December, 
but even within the month the 
timing depends on which day of 
the week Christmas falls. 

John Lewis, the department 
store group, reported yesterday 
that its sales during the four 
weeks prior to Christmas were 
S per cent up on the previous 
year. It also said there bad 


been a cracking start to its 
post-Christmas sale. 

Brian O'Callaghan, director 
of trading, said it had been a 
“splendid outcome", much in- 
fluenced by the strength of 
business on the final four days 
before Christmas. Many of the 
gloomier anecdotes emerged 
before Christmas week -itself- 
. James Barty, an economist at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, sakt 
“You have to take figures for No- 
vember, December and January 
as a whole”. But be predicted: 
“Consumers have not gone back 
into their shells. They are still 
spending in a very robust way.^' 

Simon Briscoe at Nikko 
Europe, one of the firmest 
adherents to the view that interest 
rates have climbed high enough, 
agreed yesterday that: “Con- 
sumers' appetite to take on new 
debt is uncomfortably strong.” 



LCR set to award contracts 
for rail link tunnels 


Former Foreign Secretary joins 
F&C as a part-time director 


Hong Kong sale to net 
Vodafone £IOOm 


The construction of the high- 
speed Channel Tunnel rail fink 
is set to take an important step 
forward with the award of con- 
tracts worth £5 50m for the tun- 
nels which wifi cany the line into 
London’s St Pancras station. 

London & Continental Rail- 
ways, the consortium selected to 
build the £5.4bn fink, is expected 
to place the contracts early this 
month, laying to rest worries 
about whether the project 
would go ahead. 

LCR had intended to award 
the tunnelling contracts before 
Christmas and the delay re- 
newed fears that the financing 
of the project might be in dif- 
ficulty. In November, the con- 
sortium quashed speculation 
that the 68-mile link mi gh t be 
built only as far as Stratford, east 
London, or Ebbsfleet in Kent 

as a cost-saving measure. 

However, LCR is in talks 
with up to six other parries, in- 
cluding Railtrack, about alter- 
native ways of financing or 
building the link. 

The intention is to raise 



funding in the middle of this year 
through the flotation of LCR 
and a debt issue. The share offer 
will raise £lbn-£1.5bn. 

But it emerged yesterday 
that a number of the contrac- 
tors bidding for work on the 
project might also be interested 
in taking small equity stakes in 
LCR. Tarmac and Balfour 
Beatty are thought to have 
been sounded out although it is 
not thought that either company 
would be prepared to put up a 
large sum of money. 

The two contractors are in 
rival consortia bidding for the 
biggest single tunnelling con- 
tract - a £3G0m deal to dig 12 
kilometres of tunnelling and a 
massive station box at Stratford, 
which will be one of the inter- 
mediate stations on the line. 

According to some reports, 
the front-runner is a joint ven- 
ture between Balfour Beatly 
and Amec, although other in- 
dustry sources Insist that the 
Tarmac consortium is still in lhe 
running. 

- Michael Harrison 


Foreign & Colonial, the fund 
management group, has signed 
up its second former Conserv- 
ative Cabinet minister as a non- 
executive director. 

Sir Malcolm Rifkind. the 
ex-Foreign Secretary, has been 
appointed a part-time director 
of Foreign & Colonials Emerg- 
ing Markets Investment Trust. 
The move follows the appoint- 
ment last year of Kenneth 
Qarke, the former Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, as non-excc- 
utive director of F&Cs flagship 
investment vehicle, the Invest- 
ment Trust. 

A spokeswoman for F&C 
declined to give Sir Malcolm's 
salary for the part-time post, 
which began on 1 January. 
However, Mr Clarke is being 
paid £ J 8.000 for his job. which 
involves attending a board 
meeting for one day a month. 

Il is the third non-executhc 
directorship Sir Malcolm has 
secured since losing his seat as 
MP for Edinburgh Pentiands to 
Labour at the last eleciiou. 
Utst summer he was appointed 


as non-executive director of 
Ramco Energy-, the AlM-listed 
independent oil company based 
in Aberdeen. He is also non- 
executive international director 
of BHP Petroleum, the Aus- 
tralian oil company. 

George Nissen. chairman 
of F&C’s Emerging Markets IT 
said he was “delighted” at the 
move. “His hreadrh of knowl- 
edge will make a valuable con- 
tribution to the company.” 

Sir Malcolm is also the third 
senior Tory figure to sign up a 
non-executive directorship with 
an F&C trust. Apart from Mr 
Clarke, F&C has appointed 
Baroness Hogg, former adviser 
to John Major, as chairman of 
its Smaller Companies Invest- 
ment Trust. 

Of the former Cabinet min- 
isters. Mr Clarke has been most 
successful in the hunt for outride 
jobs. On top of his £43,000 MP's 
safety, he has secured u£L20j.KX) 
a year non-executive chairman- 
ship of Unichem. along with jobs 
with BAT and F&C. 

- Chris Godsmark 



Vodafone is to net £100m from 
the sale of its stake in Hong 
Kong's fourth- largest mobile 
phone network. Pacific Link 
Communications. 

The move follows a long- 
awaited HKS4.84bn (£38 Dm) 
deal signed on New Year’s Eve 
between Pacific Link and 
Hongkong Telecom, the hugely 
profitable phone giant which is 
majority-owned by Cable & 
Wireless. Vodafone had a 35 per 
cent stake in Pacific Link, with 
the remainder owned by First 
Pacific, the conglomerate. The 
deal is expected to be completed 
by 5 January. 

Vodafone said it would use 
the cash proceeds to reduce its 
borrowings, which were about 
£630m at the time of the group’s 
last financial results. The op- 
erator’s share price, which 
soared by 80 per cent last year, 
rose a further Gp to 445p on 
yesterday’s news. 

A spokesman said Voda- 
fone had viewed Pacific Link as 
a non-core business, partly 
because it used the US digiutl 


mobile standard, unlike the 
GSM digital technology em- 
ployed by the UK group and. 
across Europe. Vodafone alsc£ 
pointed to fierce competition 
between Hong Kong!s 11 
mobile networks. ' 

In recent months Vodafcifo 
has bolstered its international 
strategy, offering to take a 
controlling interest in Libert d, 
the Dutch phone group anti 
indicating it wonld exercise an 
option to raise its shareholding 
in SFR, the French, digital 

mobile operator. . 

On Monday the four U]k 
mobile operators will aanounqe 
subscriber numbeis for the Ja$t 
quarter of 1997, with bumper 
growth expected in the run-up 
to Christmas. 

Analysis expect Vodafone 
and One20ne to tie for' first 
place, with increases of arouiul 
150.000 in their subscriber base 
. Orange, the newest network, 
is likely to be in third place, wi^i _ 
Cellnct expected to show the & 
smallest expansion. ' 

— Chris Godsmtwk 
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Warning: turbulent market conditions ahead 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

CHECKS HIS 
PREDICTIONS 
FOR LAST YEAR 
AND LOOKS 
AHEAD 
-TO WHAT’S 
IN STORE 


It can be put off no longer. The reckon- 
ing has anived- the time to review my pre- 
dictions for last year. This is usually a 
humbling experience and no more so than 
this time round. I got Wall Street and (he 
London stock markets completely wrong 
last year. London stocks, I said, would go 
nowhere. In fact the FTSE 100 index rose 
25 percent, powered by financials and phar- 
maceuticals, and even tbe AH Share finished 
the year a fifth higher. Worse still was my 
forecast for Wbll Street, which I said 
would come seriously off the bofl. The Dow 
finished tbe year more than 20 percent up. 

Fortunately, some of my other main 
forecasts were a little better. My predic- 
tion for the pound, which I said would re- 
main strong because of rising interest 
rates, was closer the mark, and my read- 
ing of Japan was spot on. Tokyo, I said, 
would remain in the doldrums; Japanese 
stocks were still overvalued by international 
standards and there was no evidence of a 
revival in the Japanese economy. 

I can also claim to have got the rest of 
the Far East partially correct, though for 
entirely the wrong reasons. I failed utterly 
to predict the economic crisis in the Pacific 
Rim economies -hardly alone in this -but 
I did forecast turmoil in the Far East. My 
belief was that this would be sparked not 
by the bursting of the region's investment 
bubble, but by tbe Hong Kong handover, 


which I thought would prompt an in- 
ternational crisis with knock on conse- 
quences for finan cial markets. In fact the 
handover could hardly have been 
smoother. All in all then. I probably 
shouldn’t be awarding myself any more than 
about 4 out of 10 for crystal ball paring - 
some of my micro-predictions on com- 
panies were wrong too. 

This was a year that contained some 
salutary lessons now just for me, but for all 
forecasters. Perhaps the most revealing was 
the way in which the bear case for equi- 
ties was reinvented during the latter stages 
of the year. To the extent that Western mar- 
kets did wobble and lose their self-confi- 
dence, this was not prompted by the usual - 
and most predicted set of circumstances. 

In recem times, bear markets have gen- 
erally been caused by the resurgence of in- 
flationary pressures, sharp increases in 
interest rates and a consequent reduction 
in liquidity as economies slow and reces- 
sion begins to grip. Moreover, the collapse 
tends to start on WiD Street and then spread 
to the rest of the world. 

What happened in October, when Wall 
Street looked as if it was going to crash, 
was the very reverse. The crisis began not 
in the US but the Far East and then spread 
from these comparatively small economies 
to the world's largest stock markets. The 
fear that gripped markets was not that of 


inflation leading to higher interest rates, 
but of deflation. 

It was said that recession in the far East 
would force the regjoD to chase the only 
growth market left - the US - which would 
become flooded with cheap imports made 
cheaper still by competitive devaluation. 
This in turn might cause an investment 
famine in the US. consumer confidence 
would collapse, and it would be like the 
1930s ail over again. 

So here was another curious about-turn 
in perceptions. The world was suffering, it 
began to be said, not from the traditional 
bugbear so much cited by politicians of 
under-investment, but from over-invest- 
ment. Rapid growth in the Far East had 
led to uneconomic investment and a sur- 
plus in worldwide industrial capacity. Mar- 
kets might therefore begin to behave like 
the Nikkei since the collapse of the 1980s 
property and stock market bubble. Policy- 
makers would find themselves trapped in 
a deflationary vortex. 

For the time being, that fear seems to 
have receded, though there are still plenty 
of pundits around prepared to preach the 
theory. One such this week was George 
Soros, tbe international speculator and phil- 
anthropist who, as is bis wont, proposed a 
number of largely unrealistic policy options 
to counter the supposed threat of world- 
wide deflation. 


When markets are in such buoyant 
mood, however, every cloud has its silver 
lining . Such is the unrelenting optimism of 
Wall Street and the American psyche that 
many in the US have already come to see 
the Asian crisis as positively a good thing, 
at least in terms of its effects on the US. 
Trouble in the Far East will put a much- 
needed deflationary break on runaway US 
growth, dampen domestic wage pressure, 
and therefore reduce the need for any in- 
terest rate hike this year, it is being said. 

With one leap we are thus back to the 
idea that bear markets arc caused by in- 
flationary pressures. If the effect of turmoil 
in the Far East is to keep these pressures 
in abeyance, then what’s happened is not 
bad news for Wall Street at all. Rather, it 
might allow the longest running bull mar- 
ket in US histoiy to continue for ‘another 
few years yeL 

Believers in the New Age. a new eco- 
nomic paradigm that will allow non- infla- 
tionary growth in the US to continue into 
tbe indefinite future, still outnumber those 
who find this view incredible. Indeed, [he 
new religion seems to find more converts 
everyday. Even Alan Greenspan, chairman 
of the Federal Reserve, has watered down 
his view of a year ago that Will Street stock 
prices were suffering from irrational exu- 
berance. Furthermore, the sheer size of 
corporate activity said to be in tbe pipeline 


- takeovers, mergers, share buybacks and 
Other capital repayments - both in the US 
and Europe, gives a powerful upward 
momentum to markets. 

Will Street thus becomes harder to read 
than ever. Is it deflation or inflation that 
will bring this bull run to an end? Or are 
the two set to cancel each other out, allowing 
stocks and bonds to cany on upwards. I said 
last year that Will Street was horribly over- 
valued and riding for a fall and I've no rea- 
son to change that view. Neither the New 
Age ists nor the believers in Worldwide 
Deflation seem to me to have the answers. 
Markets depend crucially, however, not on 
what is happening but on what people think 
might happen. Will Street over the neat year 
will be ruled by whichever school of thought 
gets the upper hand. 

One important pointer to the future is 
perhaps the fact that nearly all of this year’s 
rise on Wall Street took place in the first 
half of the year. Despite its gyrations, the 
Dow has in effect been running on the spot 
since August, apparently unable to make 
up its mind which way to go. In a sense, 
then, the bull market has already ended, 
though it hasn't yet given way to a bear mar- 
ket This seems to me a quite sound view 
of what we might expect from stocks this 
year. Be wary of Wall Street, don’t expect 
miracles from London, and steer weD clear 
of the Far East and Japan. 


Researchers solve the 
mystery of seasonal 
v share price surges 
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The tendency for share 
prices to rise m 
... December and January 
. has long been a puzzle 
.h.j: to economists. If stock 
markets are the efficient 
, |W ■ marketplaces that they 
2"Y. are supposed to be, with 
~S a lot of well-informed 
traders able to respond 
instantly to new . 

■ -‘-information, why should 
they have such a strong 
seasonal pattern, asks 
Dfcwie Coytel 


At last a researcher has come 
up with an answer to this ques- 
tion that allows economists to 
- r - ding to their view that stock 
market behaviour, as revealed 
. by share prices, is always totally 

’ ’ rational. -It is that traders are 
- : reacting to underlying infor- 
... matron that itself- has a pro- 
. - nounced seasonal pattern. 

■ -?i- In a paper in the recent 
^^tition of the Economic 
^ JbamaL Richard Priestley foam 
the- Norwegian School of 


Management confirms that the 
prices of UK shares usually rise 
in December, January and 
April, and by more than would 
be expected given the move- 
ments in the kind of economic 
statistics such as output, prices 
and the money supply that nor- 
mally move die stock market. 
The US stock market, too, has 
a tendency to rise in January. 

This was certainly.true for 
the FTSE 100 index this De- 
cember. It has 'climbed 304 
points, or 6 per cent, in the 
latest month. The Dow Jones 
Industrials index in the US 
had a weaker month, advancing 
by just over 1 per cent. 

Figures for the rest of 1997 
also broadly confirm with the 
pattern. January saw a 4.8 per 
cent rise, although this was out- 
weighed by an 8.9 per cent 
surge in September on tbe 
back of increasing optimism 
Britain would enter tbe Euro- 
pean singl e currency sooner 
rather than later, and a 6.6 per 
cent uplift in July. April saw a 
2.9 per cent rise. 

But author Richard Priest- 
ley finds that the seasonality in 
share price returns is caused by 


the increased uncertainty about 
these statistics in the three 
months in question. 

In December and January 
the extra uncertainty concerns 
tbe pattern of demand and 
production in the economy 
over Christmas and the new 
year sales period. Sales at this 
time can set the tone for the 
whole year and have unusually 
important implications for the 
level of business activity. 

He writes: ‘Announcements 
of the level of economic activ- 
ity ... around this period pro- 
vide important information 
regarding the performance of 
the economy and subsequent 
levels of activity in the coming 
year. This has general impli- 
cations for the health of the 
economy and specifically for 
firms’ cash flows." 

Mr Priestley speculates that 
in ApriL unexpected tax 
changes could be the cause of 
the extra uncertainty. 

Whatever the reason, the 
economics profession’s ■‘effi- 
cient markets hypothesis" ap- 
pears safe. The higher the risk. 
the higher the return, jus: as the 
theory would predict. 


World Cup 
boost for euro 
kick-off date 


Optimism is growing that 
European monetary union will 
start on time a year from now, 
as Britain prepares for its first 
full week as president of the 
European Union. 

There are only five months 
to go unto the crucial Council 
of Ministers meeting in May to 
decide which countries will take 
part in the launch of the single 
currency on January 1999. 

Julian Jessop, an analyst at 
Nflcko Europe, has raised his 
forecast of EMU starting on 
schedule to 85 per cent from 80 
per cent in the light of the in- 
creasingly positive tone of the 
new year message of German 
politicians. 

But Mr Jessop said he still 
retained a one-in-five chance of 
a delay or collapse of the whole 
programme as there was still 
the possibility of a hitch crop- 
ping up in the next 12 months. 

Alison Cottrell, of Paine 
Webber, who rates the chances 
of a successful launch at 95 per 
ceni. said it was too late, in both 
political and economic terms, 
for any of the leading European 
Union countries to throw a 
spanner in the works with just 
five months until the final 
decision. 

One boost for the project 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets 1 view 

Tbe closer other countries get to the dashed baseflna ( Germany) 
the more Italy they are to |oId EMU. 

Longterm Percentage 

sUsrssI rates points 

+1j4 



Ranee 


Oci 


Nov 


Dec 


-0.4 


TOWARDS EMU. If the line moves towards the German base Ene a means 
investors no longer require such a high premium for holding that country's bonds 
compared to German ones, because they are confident the currency won! 
devalue agajnsi the mark In other words, they think that country will be looted into 
a single currency with Germany in 10 years' time 

AWAY FROM EMU However, rf they think the country won't be in EMU. that I will 
have higher inflation, and that there is a risk of a future devaluation against the 
mark, then they win demand an extra premium tor hotting that country’s bonds, so 
the Une will move away from ihe base. 


came from a surprising source 
- the World Cup in France this 
summer will increase tax re- 
ceipts lor the French govern- 
ment. thereby helping the 
country's deficit. 

Meanwhile, the Bundes- 
bank president. Hans Tiet- 
mever. said yesterdav that anv 


appointments to the European 
Central Bank must guarantee 
monetary policy stability. 

He said that any countries 
joining currency union must 
prove themselves ready and 
willing to live together in a 
Europe marked by long-term 
stability. 


New index spurs IT shares to fresh highs 


Alliance & Leicester raises mortgage rate 


;.|Infom]ation technology (IT) 
Khares continued to sparkle 
*ywterday on their first day as 
^ part of the Stock Exchange's 
new IT index. 

. . . Despite the reduced trading 
'. hours and subdued trading 
activity, the index’s largest 
constituents surged ahead. 

IT shares have risen sharply 
since the formation of the in- 
dex was first amounced at the 
beginning of December. In the 
past month, matty IT shares - 
have posted gains DfbetweenlO • 


and -20 per cent as institution- 
al investors attempt to adjust 
their weighting to the sector. 

FTSE International, which 
administers the Stock Ex- 
change’s indices, had o riginally 
planned to introduce the index 
at tbe end of 1998. But the 
launch date was moved forward 
due to demand from investors. 
The index is currently a com- 
ponent of the Support Services 
sector, but is expected to be- 
come a sector in its. qwn right 
■ IT consultancy firms were 


particularly in de man d, with 
Logica putting on 20p to 
l,1775p, CMG gaining 7.5p to 
1,532-5 and Sena closing 5p 
higher at 1,487 Jp. Also in de- 
mand were software developers 
Misys, up 12op to 1.842-5 and 
Micro Focus, up 125p to 2,405. 

Although the index includes 
88 tforks- the majority are small 
companies. Five large compa- 
nies- Sema, Misys, CMG. Sage 
and Logica - account for over 
40 per cent of the index’s value. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 


Mme than half a million home- 
buyers received their first 
official piece of financial bad 
news in 1998 with the an- 
nouncement that Alliance it 
Leicester is increasing its 
mortgage rate. 

A&L which has 55U.0UU 
home loan borrowers, is one 
of the last of the big mortgage 
providers to increase mortgage 
rates following the previous in- 
terest rate rise in November. 

The group, which con- 
verted to a public company last 


year, is raising its variable 
mortgage rate hv 0.25 per- 
centage points to 8.7 per cent, 
in line with other major 
lenders, from Monday for ex- 
isting borrowers and from to- 
day for new customers. 

It said it had delayed its re- 
sponse to the last bank rate in- 
crease on November o lo 
avoid burdening borrowers 
with an increase in their mort- 
gage payments just before 
Christmas. 

The only other big mort- 


gage lender not to have raised 
rates following the November 
rise is Bradford & Bingley 
Building Society. 

Bradford *& Bingley has in 
place a self-imposed ban on 
raising rates until the end of 
this month, when its home 
loan rales are thought bound 
to increase. 

A&L spokesman Geoffrey 
Seymour said its 3.5 million 
savers would benefit from 
higher savings rates over the 
next few weeks. 


Drop in US exports seen as 
reaction to Asian crisis 

The pace at which US manufacturing industry is expanding 
slowed last month, sending what economists interpreted as 
the first signal of reduced demand in Asia. The National As- 
sociation of Purchasing Managers said its index of activity 
fell to 52.5 from 54.4 in November, with output, orders and 
prices all lower. The export orders component slipped par- 
ticularly sharply, from 54.2 to 50.6 - just over the dividing 
line of 50 between expansion and contraction. Norbert Ore, 
head of the NAPM’s business survey, said: “Inflation is not 
rearing its head in any fashion." 

Deeside gets new crusts 

Deeside in North Wales is set to become one of the pizza-mak- 
ing centres of Europe following a deal by a leading producer 
. to set up a new factory there. The move, toy Paramount Foods. 
wiD initially bring 35 new jobs to Deeside, followed by a fur- 
ther 50 over the next two years. Paramount has agreed a 16- 
year lease on a mothballed Heinz sauce manufacturing planL 
The company said it would make 50 million pizza crusts a year 
at Deeside. adding to the 75 million crusts produced each year 
at its existing factory in Salford, Greater Manchester. 

Colloids wins extension 

Chemicals group .Allied Colloids Group gained more time 
to publish all information in defence to the hostile £1.07bn 
takeover bid made by the American group Hercules. The 
Takeover Panel said yesterday the timetable was being ex- 
tended as the Office of Fair Trading was yet to decide whether 
the bid would be referred to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission ( MMCj. The last day for publication of new infor- 
mation bv Allied Colloids, usually the 39th day after tbe offer 
document is posted, was this Sunday. The Panel said the “day 
39" would now be deemed to the second day after it was made 
known whether it should he referred to the MMC. 

Talks on S Korea continue 

US commercial banks met last night to continue talks on how 
to help South Korea emerge from its financial crisis, according 
to reports from New York. The meeting, which followed Mon- 
day’s gathering of US bankers at the Federal Reserve Bank, 
reportedly dealt with wavs to roll over Korean debt. Bankers 
agree on the pressing urgency to address Korea’s problem 
of maturing short-term obligations, but the talks will revolve 
around methods of restructuring the country’s public and pri- 
vate debt. 

On Monday JP Morgan proposed a mammoth debt of- 
fering and swap arrangemenL Meanwhile, South Korea re- 
ported a record balance of trade surplus in December, as a 
weaker won made exports cheaper in global markets and led 
to a steep decline in imports. 

Ocean buys Intexo 

Logistics specialist Ocean Group has completed the acqui- 
sition of 67 per cent of the issued share capital of ^ Vhn Omme- 
ren Intexo Holding BV for a cash consideration of £lS.9m. The 
name of the company will be changed to Intexo Holding BV. 
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Far East Including Japan 
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New year forecasts can seriously damage your wealth 



THE 

JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

COLUMN 


The new year is the time when the stock 
market pundits dust down their crystal 
balls and try to forecast the future direc- 
tion of the markets. As regular readers will 
know. I take a different lack. 3 prefer to 
take down a book or re-read the wisdom 
of the market's most successful practi- 
tioners and remind myself how worthless 
all such forecasts are. 

As it happens, a new book which 
reinforces my prejudices in a telling way 
has just appeared. It provides a timely 
reminder of why forecasts of where the 
markets are heading are at best idle 
amusements - and at worst downright 
injurious to your health. 

The Fortune Sellers, by W illiam Sherden 
(published by John Wiley), is not just a 
book about forecasting the stock market 
- it looks at the dismal track record of 
economic forecasts, population projections 
and so on as well - but it is about as 
effective a demolition job on the value of 
market pundits as you could hope to find. 
He does a brilliant job at debunking the 
track record of many of the best-known 
names in the business, including the 
American market strategist Elaine 
Gazarelii. who has built a successful 
career out of being the woman who fore- 
told the market crash of 1987. 

(Alas^ according to Mr Shelden’s 
evidence, she foretold a number of other 
market corrections which failed to hap- 


pen, and her own stock market fund under 
performed the market when she tried to 
put her market timing model into 
practice). 

I liked this quote from John Bogle, the 
founder of the Vanguard fund manage- 
ment firm, on the folly of attempting to 
make money from timing the market: 
"In the 30 years in this business, I do not 
knew anybody who has done it success- 
fully and consistently, nor anybody who 
knows anybody who has done it success- 
fully and consistently. 

“Indeed, ray impression is that trying 
to do market timing is likely not only not 
to add value to your investment pro- 
gramme. but to be counterproductive." 

A survey of 108 newsletters which 
claimed to be able to predict the future 
course of the market found in 1994 that 
only one bad been able to beat the 
market in the previous five years. The 
number of mutual funds, meanwhile, 
which managed to beat the market aver- 
ages over one, two, three, four and five 
years was almost exactly what you would 
have expected if the results had been 
entirely random. 

For those who like corroboration 
nearer home, there is always the annual 
forecasting exercise carried out by the 
Financial Times. Each Christmas it asks 
a panel of six market experts to try to 
predict where the main markets and 


economic indicators will be 12 months 
later. This year was a particularly salutary 
indication of how hazardous such an 
exercise can be. 

With isolated exceptions, the six 
pundits - all highly respected figures in 
the City - did not even get the direction 
of the three main markets (New York, 
London and Tokyo) right, let alone the 
scale of the move. 

With minor exceptions, they expected 
the London market to stand still or fall 
(it rose by 22 per cent): Wall Street to fall 
as well fit rose by a further 19 per cent); 
and for Japan to recover (instead it fell 
by 23 per cent). 

With one exception in each case, they 
all expected emerging markets to -rise 
(when, of course, they fell sharply), for the 
gold price to rise (it fell from $370 an 
ounce to $293 an ounce) and for the oil 
price to stay above $20 a barrel (it fell 29 
per cent to $17 a barrel). 

The experts did, however, have some 
modest success in forecasting what would 
happened to inflation, interest rates and 
the exchange rate (which are related in 
various ways, and in the end did not move 
very much at all). 

What most studies of forecasting show, 
interestingly, is that the best track record 
in short-term predictions is achieved by 
simply assuming that next year’s perfor- 
mance is the same as the previous year's. 


This so called “naive forecast” is the long- 
run winner over time for a whole range 
of different variables, including the 
performance of the economy. 

In the case of stock markets, it may be 
reasonable to adjust this by assuming that 
they will continue to grow year-o □ -year at 
their long-run rate of growth, which is 67 
per cent in, real terms - while recognising 
that in the longer run, periods of out- 
performance must be followed by periods 
of underperformance. 

The good news is that for most 
ordinary investors, the folly of the fore- 
casts is not something that they need to 
spend too much time worrying about They 
are far better advised to spend tbeir time 
making sensible long-term investment 
decisions and looking for pockets of 
value where they can find them. 

If you want general exposure to the 
higher long-run returns the stock market 
has to offer, then an index fund or a 
monthly savings scheme with one of the 
general diversified investment trusts 
(currently selling at a 15 per cent discount 
to asset value and a better bargain than 
an equivalent unit trust) is the obvious 
place to start. 

For those who want higher risks and 
returns, then tiying to pick the right stock 
or growth fund is the obvious way to go. 
For those who have a genuinely long-term 
view of investment, and a higher tolerance 


for risk, then the current financial crisis 
in the Ear East has undoubtedly made 
some of the emerging markets look more 
- rather than less - attractive as an 
option. 

You can, for example, buy Templeton 
Emerging Markets Investment Dust, a 
well-diversified fund following a well- 
established investment philosophy, at a 
significant discount for the first time in a 
long time and buy into a number of Asian 
markets which have fallen by 50 per cent 
to 80 per cent from tbeir highs. 

Those look like good value oppor- 
tunities for the long term to me, just as 
gilts looked good value to me when I 
started writing about their merits two years 
agp. How good an investment anything will 
look in precisely a year's time is another 
matter. 

I have my guesses about where the 
markets will be in 12 months' time, but 
the mass of scientific evidence has 
convinced me that they are hunches, 
rather than opinions of enduring value. 

The good news is that of all the skills 
required to be a successful investor, the 
ability to know where the stock market 
indices are going to he a year from now 
is not one of them. The best new year lip 
1 can offer this year is. therefore, to suggest 
you quietly put all those forecasts in the 
wastepaper basket and get on with more 
fruitful and profitable research. 


THE STOCK MARKET 

How to spot 
a bargain in a 
rights offer 


' . -Shareholders need 
, to be careful when a 
: : company offers new 
shares at seemingly 
, r discounted prices, 
i John Andrew explains why. 


“The company is having a sale 
of its shares!” You can imagine 
the reaction of a new share- 
holder receiving a letter offer- 
ing more shares in the company 
for less than the current market 
price. The company is wanting 
to raise more capital from 
existing shareholders. How- 
ever, it does not mean that the 
offer is a bargain. 

Called a “rights issue” in 
City parlance, it is an exclusive 
share offer to existing share- 
holders with new shares being 
offered in a fixed proportion to 
current-holdings - eg one new 
share for each 10 currently 
held. However, why offer the 
at a discount to the 
frent market price? 

Suppose a company with 
shares currently trading at £5 
wanted to raise £10m. It could 
fcqie? mffli onsharesat£5:4imi- 
fion at £250 and so on, and ful fi l ' 
its objective with each combi- 
nation. It is unlikely that a com- 
pany would wish to offer new . 
shares at the current market 
price. This is because it would 
want a “safety net” against a 


general dedine in the market or 
against its own shares weaken- 
ing after the announcement 

Traditionally, rights issues 
have been underwritten by a 
merchant bank. This means 
that by paying a fee, typically 2 
per cent of the amount to be 
raised, the bankers undertake 
to purchase those shares not 
taken up by shareholders. 

In the past, really big dis- 
counts were uncommon. How- 
ever, last month Bodycote, the 
metal treatment specialist an- 
nounced a one-for-four rights 
issue at a deeply discounted 
price of 500p, against a market 
price of 937p. The issue was not 
being underwritten. Possibly 
we shall see more deep dis- 
counting in the future. 

However, whatever the level 
of discount providing all other 
factors remain unaltered, the 
value of an investor's holding 
after the rights have been taken 
up wilL theoretically, equal the 
value of the shares before the 
issue added to the cash paid to 
buy the new shares. 

This is because, after the 
issue, the shares will settle at a 
level which is proportional to 
the amount at which the new 
shares were issued. Sounds 
complicated, but an example 
will make it clear. 

Suppose an investor has 
1,000 shares that before a rights 
issue trade at £5 each. If the 



Buyers beware: A discount does not make a bargain in City parlance 


company has a one- for- five 
rights issue at £4, 200 new 
shares may be purchased for 
£800. After taking up the rights 
the shareholder udQ have 1 200 
shares. Theoretically, these win 
be worth £5,800 (£5,000, the - 
pre-rights value, plus the £800 
cost of the new issue). This 
means that, providing nothing 
else has altered, each share 
will now be worth £4.83. 

If a shareholder is in theory 
no better off after a rights issue, 
it is tempting to ask why anyone 
bothers taking up rights. Of 
course, ff a oompany puts money 
to good use, it will increase the 
value of its business and the 
value of its shares and dividends 
paid will eventually rise. 

“Investors should examine 
why a company is raising new 
capital” says Gill Nott, chief ex- 
ecutive of ProS hare, the organ- 


isation which promotes share- 
ownership. “Some need it to 
finance sound business expan- 
sion. while others are simply pay- 
ing off old debts and could fail 
if the money is not forthcoming. 
Shareholders should therefore 
not assume that all rights issues 
are worth taking up. " 

So how do you know if a 
rights issue is worthwhile? The 
company will advise share- 
holders on why it wants to 
raise capital. It uill also send an 
allotment letter giving the 
terms of the offer. Every situ- 
ation has to be assessed on its 
merits and your cashflow. Com- 
ment will appear in the 
financial press and you can 
also consult your stockbroker. 
If the issue is well-received, the 
rights will have a value. The 
choices open to you are: 

• Take up all the rights. 


Simply return the allotment 
letter, duly completed, with 
your cheque, by the deadline. 

• Sell all the rights through 
a stockbroker. Rememher. a 
commission will be charged. If 
your holding is small, this may 
not be economical. 

• If you do nothing, or miss 
the deadline, the company will 
sell the rights to which you are 
entitled and send you the net 
proceeds. The advantage of 
this route is that your share ol 
the selling costs will be minimal, 
but the sale may not he at the 
most favourable time. 

• Take up part of the rights 
and use ihe proceeds of the re- 
maining to fund the transaction. 

However, when a company 
you invest in has a rights issue 
the most important thing to re- 
member is that "discount" is not 
synonymous with “bargain". 



6.69% ( 7.0% APR) 


MORTGAGE RATE FIXED 


UNTIL JANUARY 2003. 


With uncertainty about interest rates, 
now is the perfect time to know 
exactly what you wifi be paying until 
January 2003. 

Some things won't be changing, like 
our new Fixed Rate Mortgage, fixed at 
6.69% 7.0% APR until 1 January 2003. 

If you are an existing customer on the move or a new 
mortgage customer, it's available up to 90% of the value of 
your property. Applicants must take out a Woolwich 
Homewise buildings and contents policy. 

To find out how to fix your mortgage rate with Woolwich 
Direct, just call us for an immediate personal quotation 
quoting reference 1X31. Hurry though, we may not be able to 
keep this offer open for long. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645 75 75 75 
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It is* remarkable to regard the optimism 
of City pundits for l^S. Given contin- 
uing turmoil in South-east Asia, and the 
fact we are three years into the domestic 
bull market, you would have thought a 
degree of caution in order. Yet a straw 
poll of the great and the good in the 
Square Mile showed all but one fore- 
casting higher markcis at the year end. 
Actually, the only person to predict 
lower share prices does not work for a 
big City house, so you could say the 
industry professionals are unanimous in 
believing the bull run has further to go. 

1 hope they are right. Not only will It 
be good for bonuses, but it should not do 
personal portfolios any harm. But the 
.reality this year is that price movements 
are more difficult to predict than usual. 
Pressures arise from a number of different 
areas and it is hard to imagine markets 
skating heLween the various hazards 
without being upset, at least in some 
measure. 

The big mistake by forecasters in 1997 
was not predicting the continued bull run 
for US equities and the dollar. The fact 
that wc in the UK outperformed America 
is less important in global investment 
terms. The US stock market accounts for 
very nearly half of world stock market 
capitalisation. And in America the 
“Goldilocks" scenario - an economy nei- 
ther loo hot nor too cold - proved to hold 
good. The porridge may be a different tem- 
perature by the end of this year, though. 

There arc plemy, like Professor Tim 
Congdon. who consider inflation the real 
enemy. Labour costs are set to rise in the 
US. Everyone wanting a job in .•America 
can probably have one. such is the 
strength of the employment market -but 
competitive pressures seem certain to 
emerge, particularly from the Far East 
where successive devaluations will deliver 


BRIAN TORA 



Plenty of 
bull in 
the City 


huge price advantages as the year unfolds. 
Asian problems will contribute to a 
slowing in the world economy, so defla- 
tion looks just as big a problem for the 
future. The pundits must hope we can 
continue to weave our way between 
these two particular perils. 

Markets believe deflation to be the 
most likely outcome, if bonds are anything 
to go by. The strength of fixed interest 
markets around the world was remark- 
able in 1997. with only the aftershock of 
the Asian crisis reminding Third World 
debt investors that risk carries a premium. 
Equities were remarkably composed. 
While the excesses of Asian countries 
were hardly likely to be reflected among 
developed nations, the sharp fails in cur- 
rencies and share values served as a re- 
minder that markets can move into 
reverse vciy swifilv these days. Global 
money flows ensure corrections take 
place fast! 


Perhaps we all have a vested interest 
in the main markets delivering reason- 
able returns, but if that were the case. 
Japan would not have been the dog it has 
been. Again, rather interestingly. City ex- 
perts all expect a recovery in the fortunes 
of the Nikkei Dow. Even the outsider 
thought this market offered reasonable 
value, although he warned that bottom 
fishing in the Japanese sea was perilous. 

Personally, I think 199S will be a dif- 
ficult year. The first conventional Labour 
Budget is unlikely to deliver cheer to in- 
vestors. while signs of upward pressure 
on wages should mean no early easing of 
the interest rate policy adopted by the 
Bank of England. Institutional cash 
flows, and a belief that the UK offers a 
cheap way into Europe, may prevent our 
market from suffering a severe setback, 
but 1 would he surprised if wc saw much 
in the way of overall profit. 

Byt a stock market is a market of 
stocks, so there will he winners and losers 
as the year unfolds. Who would have 
guessed the best performing FTSE 100 
company to be British Gas? Banks did 
well during 1 997, even if HSBC lost most 
of its outperformance as Far Eastern 
pressures builL The coming year may not 
sec such wild swings, hut I believe it will 
he a year when a defensive posture will 
prove sensible. 

I hope mS is the year when smaller 
companies return to favour, although it 
is hard to see them bucking the trend of 
recent years. Concentrate instead on the 
well-managed international companies 
that will to be of interest to global inves- 
tors. And spend as much lime enjoying 
yourself as you can - just in case the Asian 
Ligcr turns nasty before the year ends. 

Brian Tom is chairman of the Grtig 
Middleton investment strategy committee 
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INTERNET INVESTOR 


Fund managers pep up their websites 


The new year has begun with a serious 
attempt to offer online dealing facilities for 
unit trusts and personal equity plans 
(PEPs). Fidelity Investments’ Fidelity 
WebXpress website now offers the ability 
to switch between unit trusts or PEP in- 
vestments. Later ihis month investors will 
he able to buy more units or top up their 
PEP by entering Switch or Delta debit card 
details on to an online form. 

The site also allows you to a nalyse your 
holdings by creating portfolios to your own 
specification. This includes the ability to 
produce graphs showing assets by fund, by 
asset class and by geographical or industry 
breakdown. Other tools available include 


a currency conversion tabic, a glossary and 
help screens, and the site has links to 
Fidelity's main website and fund pricing 
pages. These are updated on a daily basis 
with current net asset values and market 
news. More detailed fond performance 
information is also available. 

Fidelity’s new UK service is being 
offered initially lo existing Fidelity cus- 
tomers. But, by the middle of the year, it 
expects to be welcoming new customers on- 
line as well, opening accounts and buying 
and selling without the need for signatures. 

The introduction of Fidelity WebXpress 
marks a significant step forward in what 
is available on the Web. Both netPEP's 


tracker fond unit trust and PEP and 
Sanwa Investment Management's five unit 
trusts require a signature sent by post. 

Merchant bank Flemings offers a range 
of Luxemburg-based offshore funds and in- 
vestors may deal online through the Flem- 
ings Rapide dealing service. However, it docs 
not yet offer its UK unit trusts on the web. 

- Robin Amlot 

Fidelity Investments: www.fidelity.co.uk 
Fidelity WebXpress: 
www.wefoqiress.FideIity.co.uk 
netPEP: www.netpep.co.uk 
Sanwa: www.sanwa.iii.co.uk 
Flemings: www.flemmgsJu 
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The Index-Track ing PEP 


WHAT MAKES 

LEGAL & GENERAL’S FTSE ALL-SHARE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY? 

A glance at the table will show that 
w- since its launch two years 
ago - this Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it 
offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 
Index. This Index reflects the 
performance of the entire stock- 
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market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of *6,000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £8.623* compared 
to just £7,975“ in the average UK 
Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of your 
money is invested at j 
the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the 
value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For further details 
(including information on our 
monthly saving option) call now or 
visit our web site at htrp://www. 
legal-and-general.co.uk 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that 
performs the best 
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TAX-FREE 





FROM THE WOOLWICH. 


The many foresighted investors who 
put money into the Woolwich UK 
Stockmarket Fund PEP at launch in 
January 1991 have seen their money 
grow by an average of 13%* every year. 

136%* TOTAL RETURN 
In other words, they have more than 
doubled their money. For example, £6,000 invested at launch would 
now be worth £14,173.80*. And because PEPs are completely 
tax-free, they can keep every penny. 

If you’d like to join them, it couldn't be easier. You can invest as 
little as £25 a month or a lump sum of anything from £500 up to 
£6,000. And you have the reassurance that your money is invested 
mainly in solid blue-chip British companies like Shell, Glaxo Wellcome 
and BT. 

The friendly advisers at any Woolwich branch will be happy to 
give you further details. Alternatively, call us today, free, for an 
information pack quoting reference JSF3/1. For your security, 
telephone conversations may be recorded. 

■Sara: Mfcmmtf Ltd. Mywe wta u atang pried. Horn UJW-t.13.87. tn* UK S ma wM Fona *■» by UL23K Mth 

InconHiiMnwsnd (■> mualmd «mh ran of U57*). ’ - . 

Get much more with the 

WOOLWICH 

0345 62 63 62 

Internal iddi wc huptfwww.vwmiwtehxe.uk 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT AND INCOME EARNED IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO DOWN 
AS WELL AS UP. PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO FUTURE PERFORMANCE. 

Al rettranuti to taxattti m u UK crater and ere based on the WseMen'c ur^emananfl ef UK Bw and wand Bra nd pracrfco w w 5di W 1997. Tra taWl r o ftn t l at may reawge and Bta nk» n* 

Orpar^J on your Ikwnctal drameancea. Woohrtch pte rgp-gS CTti ortj WOcreict: Ub Woohr** Unft That M««9r( an nepdatM Of B* Pnonid Inwotmort AumoH^ tar eta ewgraree, mO 
Denskm business. Ragb>ama Office of IMGMcdi pie OtetftaMd ki EAgMMNw 3395899), Wftrt«nd> UMAMudncaCttiipSdyUMtcMtiWflterad In B(0andMK 131731] ntWoeMEftlMI TnadlWMCtaLkretOd 
mta«v»a ki EnsateMK 2364834) 41 Wtang StKCL BeMyneath. tant D» 7WL Sf 2 S 
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The brand 
hew property 
boom that’s 
gone sky-high 


Their attractions include 
exposed beams, thatched 
roofs, reclaimed bam 
boaflfs and baked clay 
tilesr No double glazing, 
though, and living tends 
to be open plan, but there 
are-the communal 
gardens and - unless 
there is a squabble over 
vacant possession - the 
transaction is -usually 
chain-free. Rosafmd Russell 
takes a peek at bird 
houses. 


Houses for birds, it seems, are 
every bit as des res as our own. 
And their potential owners are 
no less picky than people 
when it comes to finding ex- 
actly the right style, position 
and facilities. 

House-hunting swifts, says 
the Royal Society for the Pro- 
tection of Birds, fly past a like- 
ly nest site brushing the 
entrance with their wings. 
Any incumbent responds by 
screaming vigorously and 
grappling with its feet until the 
intruder is ejected. Tits will 
happily nest next to robins or 
wrens, but not next to anoth- 
er pair of tits. 

Problems with the neigh- 
bours are not confined to 
homo sapiens. As a result, the 
□umber and varying design of 
bird houses to suit all tastes - 
avian and humans - is re- 
markable. Whether your 
home is a Victorian villa or a 
period thatched cottage, you'll 
find an annexe for your feath- 
ered lodgers that won’t upset 
the planning officer. 


The mail order company 
Presents Direct sells a bird 
house in kit form, consisting 
of real miniature bricks and 
roofing tiles made of baked 
clay, and with enough mortar 
to build it, for £24.95 (plus 
p&p). Just the job for a 
builder twiddling his thumbs 
with nothing to do after the 
New Year when the weather 
is atrocious. 

The Shaker Shop (there 
are two stores in London and 
a mail order service) offers 
folk art bird houses and feed- 
ers, made by hand from old 
materials, including barn 
boards and tin, collected from 
farms in Pennsylvania. 

The paint finish is aged to 
give the houses character, al- 
though it’s unlikely even the 
most difficult to please bird is 
going to give a hoot. They are 
in limited editions and there- 
fore not going cheap. The 
gazebo bird feeder is £149.95 
and the turret house, with 
several front doors, is £149.95. 
A more modest little white 
house is £36.95 and there is a 
matching restaurant, for days 
when they just have to eat out, 
at £29.95. 

The RSPB has several 
pages of houses and feeders in 
its current catalogue. A plas- 
tic, thatch-look cottage bird 
feeder is the most popular, 
costing £24.99, but there are 
nest boxes to suit almost 
eveiybody, including house 
martins. 

Designed especially for 
them, and costing £15.99, the 
house martin nest has to be in- 
stalled permanently under the 
eaves of a house (preferably 
painted white or cream, they 
are quite particular about 








mm 


If you're planning on 
feathering your own 
nest this year, why not 
invest in a scaled- 
down second 
property... 

Main picture: 
Lighthouse bird box 
from The Maritime 
Company, £14.95 

Above right: House 
martin nest from the 
RSPB catalogue. 

£15.99 

Below right: Bird 
lodge from the RSPB 
catalogue, £29.99 



architectural finishes). The 
idea is to encourage other 
pairs to build their own near- 
by, but house martins are as 
fussy about their wattle and 
daub as English Heritage. 
Any old mud will not do. 
And, as each nest needs a 
thousand beakfuls of the stuff, 
a ready supply must be with- 
in 200 metres. 

CJ Wildbird Foods near 
Shrewsbury sell a mud pack 
for martins, consisting of a 
green tray, a bottle of blue dye 
and 3kg of mud (£7.99). All 
you have to do is keep it wet. 
Hie dye is added to the mud 
to make it easier to spot the 
new building site. 

Forsbam Cottage Arks in 
Ashford Kent make bird hous- 
es to suit everything from two 
turtle doves to six geese a-lay- 
ing. Some, including the Teu- 
terden which has four floors, 
housing 20 pairs of birds, 
come into the stately home 
class of property. Not for the 
suburban garden, they point 
out, possibly unnecessarily, 
as it costs £1,41 1, delivered but 
not erected. 

Slightly cheaper is the 
thatched Lamberhurst, 
£987.60 in white, £897.60 in 
brown. These cotes are sent to 
a master thatcher to be 
thatched. Even an Oriental 
garden can be accommodated: 
the Willow, painted red, green 
or blue, has a pagoda-style 
roof and costs £728.90 in- 
cluding delivery (less if you 
collect it yourself). 

For -tits bringing up their 
families by the seaside, the 
red, blue and white painted 
beacon house from the Mar- 
itime Company is one of the 
most charming B&Bs. The 
solid wood, 12-inch high bird 
box, in the shape of a light- 
house costs £14.95, plus p&p. 

For the RSPB gift brochure 
call 01283 506100 (for 
leaflets on different nest 
boxes. 01767 680551); Pre- 
sents Direct. 0171-371 7017: 
Shaker 25 Harcourt Street, 
London W1H IDT. 0171-724 
7672, and at 322 Kings Road, 
SW3 5DU; CJ Wildbird 
Foods 01743 709545; 

Forsham Cottage Arks 01233 
820229; Maritime Company 
01993 770450. 


THREE TO VIEW/UNDER £160,000 



The White House in Alrewas, five miles from T irhfip-lH in Stafford- 
shire, is a Grade II thatched house with beamed ceilings and an 
inglenook fireplace. There is one bedroom on the ground Door 
and two more rooms on the first floor, althou gh , says the agent, 
they have restricted headroom so would be more sui tab le as guest 
rooms, or study. There’s an overgrown cottage garden and a 
detached garage. £120,000 through Bill Tandy (01543 419400). 



Oak Cottage in West Wellow, Hampshire is a listed thatched cot- 
tage near the New Forest. Dating from the ISth century, it was 
extended and renovated in the 1980s. the 19ft sitting room has 
French doors to the terrace and a door to the dining room. There 
are two bedrooms, a bathroom with roll top bath and a double 
garage. The secluded 88ft rear garden includes a vegetable gar- 
den and shed. £155,000 through James Harris (01794 511911) 



The Black Bull is currently a pub in Newchurch, overlooking Rom- 
ney Marsh in KeuL. but planning consent has been submitted for 
change of use to a house. It presently has bar space of 34ft by 
26ft plus a barrel store, a 15ft kitchen and five bedrooms. Old 
black metal dudes’ nest grates, panelled doors and exposed floor- 
boards remain. The quarter-acre gardens are partly walled. Of- 
fers of around £155.000 to Phillips & Stubbs (01797 227338). 



Sensible advice for vendors: slow down, you move too fast 


PENNY. 

JACKSON 


While you 'are making New Year 
resolutions, sorting out your 
accommodation needs over the 
coming 12 months makes 
eminent sense. Penny Jackson offers 
a few tips of her own. 


If neighbours’ all-night parties ever the hol- 
iday have proved the final push towards 
a move, then there is not much point in 
hanging about To be somewhere new by 
this time next year, is as good a resolution 
as any. As more housing stock comes on 
to the market buyers are no longer go- 
ing to be rushed for fear of finding them- 
selves without a home of their own when 
the muse stops. 

As is clear from the last quarter of the 
year . prices, in London certainly, had 
slowed and over-valued houses were be- 
ing reduced. All the more reason to 
choose a selling agent carefully. Those who 
come up with optimistically high figures 
should be asked how many houses or flats 
they have sold in the area at that price and 
to produce the evidence. 

Pretend to be a buyer and find out 
; whether the story is the same from the oth- 
er side of the fence. Invite a few local 


agents to view your home so you can make 
comparisons, not just on the matters of 
commission and marketing, but to see 
whether they have a feel for the strengths 
of the property. Remember, if they don't 
impress you, they are not likely io impress 
buyers either. 

If you have confidence in your home 
and you want to save some 2 per cent of 
the sale price, why not try selling it pri- 
vately. Estate agents will point out the pit- 
falls, such as you will not get as much since 
you may be ignorant of the demand, the 
problems with buyers reneging on agree- 
ments and so on. 

But plenty of people have a go. Quite 
a number fall back on agents in despera- 
tion but those who have advertised ef- 
fectively, weeded out the no-hopers. built 
up a good rapport with the buyer and seen 
the sale through smoothly wouldn't do it 
any other wav. Once you have decided to 


put your home on the market, take a crit- 
ical look at it and list the things that make 
it look weary and down at heel. Gean win- 
dows. a fresh coat of neutral coloured paint 
3nd a smartening up of any from garden 
(much neglected in agents’ views) all 
help with first impressions. A small in- 
vestment of time and money can pay much 
larger dividends. 

This is a good time to take stock of your 
home loan, whether you are moving or 
staying put. Anyone sitting on a mortgage 
with a standard variable rate without 
penalties attached should look at the fixed 
rate market since there are still some ex- 
cellent offers around - mainly because this 
market has not reacted to recent variable 
rate increases. 

Ian Darby of John Charcol. the UK's 
largest mongage broker, sees the supply 
of mortgage money continuing to outstrip 
demand in 1998. which is good for home- 


owners. But beware of redemption penal- 
ties. If a discounted rale for two years is 
followed by three locked into a variable 
rate, you could end up regretting it. And 
anyone with spare cash should consider 
paying off all or part of a loan. 

As we enter the most expensive quar- 
ter for fuel bills, this is the moment to track 
down the source of those draughts. If you 
have insulated your roof, lagged the pipes, 
draught-proofed the windows and doors 
and still the bills are huge it may be a sim- 
ple matter of getting your boiler serviced 
and learning about the beating controls. 

Apparently the extremes of tempera- 
ture that many homes lurch between are 
not only costly, but will not prevent burst 
pipes if the heating happens to be off dur- 
ing an icy spell. And if anyone with ao old 
house is thinking of having secondary glaz- 
ing installed, the payback period on beat- 
ing bills could take anything from 20 to 60 


years, according to English Herbage. 
Only 20 per cent of heat is lost through 
windows and sash windows can be effec- 
tively draught-proofed and still look good 

Could this be the year not to move, but 
to improve and stay put? Since dearly far 
fewer numbers of people have the appetite 
for unnecessary moves they must have 
been carving the space from somewhere. 
Roof space is an obvious winner, and a 
good loft conversion can double the liv- 
ing area. 

Specialist companies, well recom- 
mended, are cheaper than employing 
your own architect, structural engineer and 
builder. Even if planning permission is not 
necessary, an application under building 
regulations must be lodged with the local 
authority. An unauthorised cowboy job is 
not only dangerous, but can cause enor- 
mous trouble when the house eventually 
comes to be sold. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


Haydock Park Racecourse Merseyside 
29th January 1998 

Mainfy By Order erf The Mortgagees inducing the 

Halifax Pic 75 Lots 


Merseyside, Greater Manchester, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, County Durham, Lincolnshire, West 
Yorkshire, FBntshirer Cheshire, North Yorkshire, 
Denbighshire, East Ridings Of Yorkshire, 
Lancaster; North Yorkshire, South Yorkshire and 
Cleveland. 


CaSs to tf* numbercost 38 prtnln ciiaap rats. 49prtnrt 
anNkfior a te fat (ihte hay involve, 8 »B) phase caS the 
nwnbBrbdowferfti^W 1[,nn ^ 

FOR CATALOGUE ENQUIRIES PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 0839 772202 
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SELLING OS' ROTTING your 
-home? wnynol»i*waw ta the 
jafKpwdare or tt* Independent 
on Sunday? Yooceirreacli over 
\A mfflen readere ntftanafly 
. (riRSWJ.TNt edvwtesaild cost 
you £41 >60 +• VAX Pteaee ML 
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fVUNSWlCK Gnori^ GnxtaJJ 
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ttdwn. 
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East Anglia 

FREE - Atsbont ao poga firf colour 

Coownln 
Suffolk a EM«- An ®* wa 

01449740090 

Somerset 

BATH . OVeHLOOWNG 

9 bad Pit CH. Unoarwww 
"** 

£80,000. 01223 T223SO- 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


London Properly 


At STI\ HAMELS 

SERVING KINGS X. CAMDEN. ISLINGTON 

0171 700 5129/5729 


UNMODERNtSED \ 4 BED 

HOUSE 

SHAFTESBURY 
ROAD, 
HORNSEY 

£189,950 


CALABRIA ROAD 

£267,500 
Highbury and 
Islington 
Prime Location 


3/4 BED 
TOWN 
HOUSE, 
ISLINGTON 
£184,950 


FLAT 

tufnell park 

ROAD 

£185,000 


more instructions urgently required 


STANLEY JEROME CRAY : *20 
WheMonn 0lftl»863Q7- 
THE BOW QUARTER pofl g htfc * y° 
Hr apt In lrts poputer 
UH 118 yra. FwUtta* 

gym. sauna. Jscu=>. 

15 mins City CwWl 

DLR S mw »*■ 

E109.995.B181 W3 
HTZROWA. Soho VWde 

sefeoilon of 1. A 3 
houses. From C145JXXJ W+B 

(11710370821 


CLAPHAM SW4 STUNNING Inte- 
rior designed 4 bed, 2 bah use In 
■ought after Abbeville VIBsge- 

E32SJXXJ. 0171 7202376. 

SELLING Ofl RENTING your 
home? Why not advertise «n the 
tadepgndem or the independent 
on Sunday? You can reach over 
1.4 million readers naitanaily 
M1S<B7}. This advert would taw 
you £4 1 -B0 + VAT. Pleas* > ri - 
0171 2032302/5343 tor 


CLAPHAM COMMON 
LONDON SW4 



Brtgtn and spaoous Dal on rased 
grand flow of a fetariwd Georgian 
muse owrtootaig Ctephan 
Common Large king room and 
bedroom, separate Kachan, ntah 
ce*jgs and marry characterful 

featuru ncftxfag original states. 
Immaculate condition Gas central 
healing, aterm. electron*: seamy 
gnte* and cd-street parking ion 
ncgcMkxi w®i heehoBan Clow 
to u». Bfl. uses and al 
mooes. 120 year tease 
£120,000 

TWephone 01 B1 673 9924 


Internet 


Services 



Summary and analysts ol approx. 166 Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal decisions on flat owners' claims under 
Leasehold Reform Act, 1093. Compares Lessees', 
Landlords' and Tribunals' valuations for approx. S00 
flats. Includes Lands Tribunal and landlords' fees 
decisions. Invaluable reference work for settlements. 
Approximately 61 pages. Extracts on 
http^Avww. leasehold.co.uk 

£25 Including pp (Vtsa/Wa s te r ca rd acce p ted) from 

LEASEHOLD ENFRANCHISEMENT LIMITED 
Chartered Surveyors, 

33 SL George's Drive, London SW1V 4DG 

Tel: 0171 821 8820, Fax: 0171 821 8897 


Overseas Property 


Find a Property 

SALES AND RENTALS 

Richmond, Kingston. Kew 
Twickenham. Chiswick 
Putney, Wimbledon 
Esher. Weybridge 

www.nndaproperty.com 

I" Herefordshire 

LEDBURY. HerelofdsMe Hen ova 
Hon ol Hall outnultungs and 
grounds to creeie 17 residential 
wills set In 18 Acres on edge ol 
Item. Spacious Hpartrrwtlfl. 2 
bed lodge. 4 bed detuned new 

buM. Prtcea Cl 1 0P00 - C3M.OOO 
Con led Agents John Goodwin. 
3/5 New Streot. Le«ury. Hem- 
tofdaftire, 01531 534848 


MAGAZINES 


FRENCH PROP EH TV NEWS 

monthly, lor yOur IrM Copy tele- 
phone (01 Bt) 947 1534 or 
http:t\www trench -property 
ne w» com 

alGaAVE aired hro hs& Sept. Apt 
S Studio, with pool & garden. 

Wbnderiif views, easy access. A 
house to bo content In El 60,000 
OTO. TH -00351 62332 081 
CENTRAL FLORIDA Homes Nr Dtfc- 
ney, built lor you by a British 
tedder. Lading agreements aval 
with a British Agent Cafl David 
Metcalfe 01256 702085 
CYPRUS 3 bed vein, Inge, dining. 

“I; FLORIDA Homes in Ortado m 


ale. G/h. 215 sere. I tenins Paphos 
a 1 port. Cl 40.000 T,Ta» 357 S 
432575 


Gut) Coast Busmesa opp. svslL 
Tel 012<8 670006 


lb Let 


REGENT LETTING LTD 

Tel: 0171 916 0313 Fax: 0171 916 1607 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


No Fee lo 
Tenants 

84B Camden Rd 
London NW1 9EA 


FLATSHARI, HENDON £MSm* 

2 rooms ivaibbie. Rem mchzrin all bills and council m 
STU DIO F LAT. NI7 ClOOpt, 

Larjs bedroran and Bvinp room wni small Ltlcben area. Shared bmbr.x’m. 
STUDIO FLAT. CAMDEN, NWI EI35ew 

une stndw with separate Lichen and baibrocun. 

Int rudes boe water and haunt 

QUEENS PARK, UH fl69mi 

Onebedroom fhi with folly lined kitchen and washme machine and iruhiwrl. 
TUFNELL PARK £2S0 w 

Two doable bedroom flu with Inn kunye and fulh Giro! Lichen 
1"° tnmnies from TnfndJ Pari tube. 

CAMDEN TOWN, NWI OOg-* 

one bedroom flu lunfumisltedi with laiye tenure and fnlh ' 
fined Lichen with dohwasher. washing mdune. oh and "phone in 
priiaic block with aima and eym tea lilies. 

MAYTON STREET. N7 flMtaw 


Ljjhuj IWD bedroom fbi in prime teaiwn. femur* folly fined 
utcnn) rah wishing ma c h in e , d&h washer, central heatuu and pboic. 
large tmroge. bath and electee shower. 

LEIGHTON GROVE, KENTISH TOWN NWI £3 

Lnxurv iwo bedroom flat. GromiKd io ■ high sundud vriih hire lamer 
and fully fitted kitehen rah washme machine, dishwasher, enuraj heaSt 
and enrr> pbone. plus two bathrooms 


S TdAME S/EStn: Nawtey refur- , CIEHKENWELL ECl SELECTION 
titehe d gti nBo and convaefatf 1 I ol 2 b&d/2 batfi apart* £350-360 


■ -te— ^ bed flats. Unfumfeh*4 from 

FLORIDA ORLANDO. DEPOSIT Ttwroaood^ W?’ 

fust £19,75010 gam akHF/H do! 

3 bad 2 bath vma -f own B/pool. NWBPERiOD2bsdnai2beeiiMw 


Froaphone 0800 731 5541. 


ICAR JAVEA QoiL 2 Mdroom VHa. 
Private Sato. £68,000 or ffesetas. 
fet 0034 0579*040 


kft. newly refurbished. E380pw. 
0171 395 5100- 


P*' Also superb Loft £425 pm. 

□anld Watney 0171 253 4414. 

WESTMINSTER V SPAC 3 bed Rat. 

2 bathe. 2 recaps, porter, pkg, 

Mum. knmac cond, bate nr tuba. 
EB50pK 0171 3855100. 


BARBICAN EC2Sa£CTION otl^ STH KEN NEW 3 bed untum hes In 
and 3 bed spans from £200 p*r. Lge lot. 2 bins gge. 


Daniel Wamey 0171 2534414. 


France 


ETOOpn 0171 395 5100. 

ST JOHNS WOOD Modem spa- 
elous family lownhouse.iadurn, 4 
beds, 2 baths, 2 recaps, kfOMas- 
fon. parage, patio. £850. 0171 
395 5100 


To advertise in the Property Section please ‘USSSfh S2t c *^^*2 *«**,„*. 
call Albert Blackburn on 0171 293 2343 Scep3 sTrom seasonal 200QF*1 1 **!' M 395 5100. el * P 

or Zara White on 0171 293 2302. JETII" ZT WSSKSaS 


PML Large walled garden. rece P- 

Steeps 8. Fteni seasonal 2.000F- ““P"- D17 l 3955100. 

1O.M0Ffl«ek. TeL 00 33. G6 24 ISUNGTON HI: Lovat, fumlnhed 
CHAMONIX, French sips, studio, sSSa° 

SARiAa SB5BT-- 
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24/THE BIG PICTURE 



Churchill exhibition shows an artist in his true 











More than 100 p aintings by Sir Winston Churchill will go on show 
on Monday. The two-week exhibition at Sotheby's in London is 
intended to introduce a new generation to the wartime leader's work 
as an artisL 

The exhibition celebrates the 50th anniversary of his election 
to the Royal Academy as an Honorary Academician Extraordinary. 

Churchill took up painting in 1915 at the age of 40 after he was 
forced to resign as First Lord of the Admiralty at the height of the 
Dardanelles campaign in the First World War. 

It became a passion which he pursued until bis death in 1965. 
He once remarked: “If it weren't for Lhe painting 1 couldn’t live. 
I couldn't bear Lhe strain of things.” 

His paintings were often influenced by artists Walter Sickert and 
Sir John La very, who were close friends. 

In his essay ‘'Painting as a Pastime”, from which the exhibition 
takes its name, the former prime minister wrote: “Painting is a friend 
who makes no undue demands, excites no exhausting pursuits, keeps 
faithful pace even with feeble steps, and bolds her canvas as a screen 
between us and the envious eyes of Time or the sultry advances of 
Decrepitude.” 

A 1927 landscape by Churchill which he gave to Lloyd George 
sold for £150,000 recently - nearly three times as much as was 
expected. 

The works in the exhibition have been gathered from private 
collections around the country and from the National ThisL The 
exhibition will also feature paintings by Sickert and Lavery as well 
as a reconstruction of Churchill’s studio. 

— David Lister 
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Lasting impressions: A bronze statue of Churchill, cast in I'* 
1969 by Oscar Nemon, and some of the former prime 
minister's paintings (clockwise from left) -: Mrs Winston 
Churchill at the launch of HMS Indomitable, 1940 (1955); 
Marrakech (circa 1947); Cap d*AM (1952); and Oranges and ■- 
Lemons (1958). More than 100 of the wartime leader's 
works, and the Nemon statue, wlil be on show at . 

Sotheby’s from 5 to 17 January HaSh php^ 
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My life with J< 

Yoko speaks in Section 


God: a CV 


The Sunday Review examines the 
spiritual state of the nation 
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London Welsh back in bigtime/19 


The 

life of 
spice 


Few names conjure up such 
romance and mystery as that of 
-Zanzibar, off the east coast of 
'Africa. But, as Richard HoBedge 
discovered, much of the appeal 
Bes in its picturesque shabbiness. ' 

On the island of Chunguu, 20 minutes by 
motor boat from Zanzibar, three or four 
hours by dhow, a sign sweetly declaims the 
pleasures of the place, warns the visitor 
against destroying the coral reef and ends 
with this familiar admonition: 

“Take only pictures. 

Leave only footprints in the sand.” 

The message takes on a degree of ur- 
gency as Zanzibar transforms itself into yet 
another holiday spot blessed with the es- 
sentials for the Western traveller: 'a beach 
lined with palm trees, warm sea, hot sun. 

On Chunguu the giant tortoises ignore 
the 'camera-clicking holiday-makers. 
Mostly' Italian - Zanzibar is virtually an 
Italian colony - the tourists have been 
whisked from their beach hotel to pose 
with the one-metre-higfa creatures, admire 
the delicate white of the frangipani con- 
trasting vividly with the red of the aptly 
named flamboyant tree, and sip a 
Sere aged lager. They won’t be eating the 
rather dry fish and rice in the austere little 
bar, because lunch back at the hotel will 
be an altogether smarter affair- 


Above all, they have come to sunbathe 
on the scrap of white beach, splash around 
a little, snorkel a bit and then move on. As 
their boat putters back to the mainland the 
■ tide sweeps in, the beach is covered, the 
footprints are washed away. 

What is it about Zanzibar? What makes 
it seem so exotic to people who haven't 
been there, and hardly know where it is? 
Why does it seem so much more myster- 
ious and beguiling than the Seychelles or 
Mauritius? 

WsH, it could be the name: all those sen- 
sual zzzzs, the fact that it used to be a centre 
for the spice trade, making it redolent of 
merchant adventurers, swaggering traders, 
Omani pirates. 

The reality is more mundane but 
every bit as enticing. The heart of the cap- 
i tal is Slone Town. There are no souks sell- 
ing -'gewgaws to eager tourists, no 
magnificent buildings - even their 
Catholic cathedral is a dour affair - and 
the Portuguese fort, built in 1700, is run- 
down and shabby. 

But there is a warren of scruffy streets, 
and tall buildings with massive, ornate doors 
and plaster falling off walls, poky shops, 
and kiosks selling cigarettes, fizzy drinks, 
washing-up powder, tins of meat There is 
a constant clatter of furniture being made 
and ‘‘genuine” African artefacts being 
conjured up. There’s a fish market, and 
spectacular smells. 

You will get lost in the maze of streets 
-even after a week of walking, and of avoid- 
ing the cyclists on their Chinese-issue bikes. ’ 
And just as you reckon you know where 
you are, as you set off on an evening stroll, 
the lights go oul Apparently, a water short- 
age on the mainland, from where the power 
is pumped, means that electricity has to be 
rationed. So for two hours every evening, 
the sturdy beam of a hurricane lamp is all 
you have. Unless, of course, you are in one 
of the smarter hotels that have a generator. 

Not that the small hotels are anything 
but charming. I stayed in the annexe to 


the quite-famous Emerson House Hotel. 
Like mam’ of the other older hotels the 
rooms have high ceilings, wooden pan- 
elling and burnished stairways. 

From the vantage point of its rooftop 
verandah I could gaze over tin root's dec- 
orated in various shades of rust red. and 
across to the port on one side, the Indian 
Ocean on the other. 

The verandah became my headquarters. 
In the morning, breakfast appeared by 
magic: my very own concierge ( I was the 
only person slaving in the place) raced up 
the five flights to the balcony to lay out 
sweet cake, a triangle of puffy bread, jam. 
pineapple, melon and a little red skinned 
banana. In the evening l‘d sit listening to 
the chorus of the muezzin, one afier the 
other enticing the faithful to prayer. On one 
side, dhows nudged slowly along, their 
progress shaken by the wash from the the 
hydrofoil from mainland Dar es Salaam: 
on the other side, the red sun dipped into 
the sea- Then the warning sound of the gen- 
erator, the lighting of the storm lamp and 
the alreacfy mysterious streets become suf- 
fused with only the ghostly grey light of the 
full moon. 

And though the editor of the Lonely 
Plana suggests that the place be turned into 
a World Heritage site, presumably so that 
it can be pointed up and prettied up and 
made even more attractive to tourists, he 
misses the point. The appeal of the place 
is in its very scruffmess. There are a few 
smart hotels in Stone Town - the Aga Khan 
has just opened one - and there are beach 
resort hotels burgeoning along the east coast 
catering mainly to the package holiday 
friends from Italy, but the joy of the place 
is to be found in the cafes where tiger 
prawns, calamari and king fish are staples, 
and along the front beside the rather 
grandly named - and extremely down-at- 
heel - Floating Restaurant. Here a riot of 
stalls selling elongated carvings of African 
tribesmen, animals, drums, assegais - all 
those things you instantly regret buying the 


INSIDE CITY BREAKS MOTORING 

Seville/2 Nissan’s road-going rocket/ 1 1 


SPORT 


moment you act home - vie with burning 
braziers of fish and kebabs. 

There is a constant gentle barrage of 
"jam ho". “How arc you". "What do you 
want?” There is nothing of the sense of 
threat which is chronicled in the Lonely 
Planet, about the danger of mugging. 

What you have to remember is that this 
is the Third World - maybe even poorer 
than that - and the tourist is subjected to 
a steady, though invariably polite, barrage 
of requests for trade. 

Every one is trying to sell you a trip here, 
a cruise there. Hardly any of them have the 
wherewithal to lake you on any of these out- 
ings. They are merely freelance entrepre- 
neurs alter a small backhander for effecting 
the introduction ti ■ the trawl agent, who may 
indeed own a jeep or he able to get you on 
to a boat. The nearest you gel to a mug- 
ging is over the change. You hand over J.00U 
shillings for something that costs 9tH». and 
you know that, after a lengthy rummage 
through pickets. drawers, the lilt, and a check 
with friends, there will he a regretful shrug. 
No change. Si that's another Iltp lost. 

You get a real sense of the place in Jaws 
Comer, a crossroads in the middle of Stone 
Town where politicians, real and armchair, 
sit for hours, chat, talk and pontificate. On 
the walls arc slogans which signal their per- 
manent opposition to many things, but 
above all union with the mainland: “Open 
vour eyes and look within. Are you satis- 
fied with the life you are living? NO.” 

For Nasser (whom I met on a beach on 
the west coast, hizarreJv littered with the 
hulks of East German warships), most of 
the ills of the island were down to the depre- 
dations of the mainland. He railed at 
“f* * *ing politicians” and was desperate for 
independence (it was then that it dawned 
on me that Tanzania was an elision of Zanz- 
ibar and the former British colony Tan- 
ganyika). In fact, so zealous of their 
“ independence” are the people of Zanzibar 
that you will need to show your passport 
Continued next page 


Chelsea’s last line of defence/22 
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ZOOMING TO ZANZIBAR 


Getting there: Gulf Air 
flies from Heathrow to 
Zanzibar via Muscat or 
Abu Dhabi: in January, 
Flightbookers (0171-757 
3000) is offering a fare of 
£511 return. Or travel to 
Dar-Es-Salaam with Al- 
liance Air (0181-944 
5012) from Heathrow 
t £507) or British Airways 
(0345 222111) from 
Gatwick. 

From Dar. most frequent 
flights are with Precision 
Air (about £30 for the 20- 
minule hop). The trip is 
cheaper by sea, by mo- 
torised dhow (very slow), 
ferry or hydrofoil. 

A third alternative is to 
find a cheap charter from 
Manchester or Gatwick to 
Mombasa, and connect 
there with a Kenya Air- 
ways flight (around £80 
return); this may involve 
buving a Kenyan visa for 
£35. 

Red tape: British pass- 
port holders require visas, 
which must be obtained in 
advance from the Tanzan- 
ian High Commission. 43 
Hertford Street, London 
W1Y SDB (0171-499 
8951). Send an SAE for 
the application form, com- 
plete and return with £38 
and two photographs. 
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Zanzibar: 
the life 
of spice 


From previous page 
and yellow fever certificate at the 
airport You are even charged $4 to 
leave the island. 

Fred, on the other hand, genial co- 
owner of Tropical Tours and Safaris, 
with his strikingly beautiful sister 
Freda, simply shrugged off the talk of 
independence. 

“We voted against it What 
difference can it make, anyway? Do we 
want our own army?" 

Fred is typical of the entrepreneurs 
who realise that somewhere between 
the bland gorgeousness of a beach 
resort hotel and the faintly irritating 
chorus of u jambo, jambo ", there is an 
ever-growing trade in tourism. 

After the revolution of 1964, which 
saw the end of British rule, everyone 
was entitled to three acres of land. 
Fted has his bid in for his allocation: 
he plans to develop it into a house and 
then apply for a plot in the forest. 
Meanwhile he is organising spice tours 
- a quick whiz around the farms which 
produce the doves on which so much 
of the economy is based - taking 
people to the south coast to swim with 
the dolphins (they move so fast to get 
out of the way. that if you blink you 
miss them, but the lunch is good), and 
generally seizing on any opportunity 
he can see to make a quick Thnzanian 

shilling 

Which is how I came to be in 
Paradise Beach Bungalows in Paje, a 
straggly little collection of thatched 
houses on the east coast I could have 
taken a bus, a dnla-dala , a vehicle with 
wooden fretwork sides. It would have 
cost next to nothing and taken three 
hours. Fred took half that time. And 
cost a lot, lot more. 

The beach here virtually runs the 
length of the island. It is a beach out 
of your fantasies. P alm trees nod 
geutfy as the tide tears in and out, the 
women are op at dawn with the low 
tide as it breaks a quarter of a mile 
out, to plant seaweed. The mix of 
noise is enchanting: the roar of the 
waves, the clatter of the'palms in the 
wind, the voices of the women 
chatting and giggling, their skirts 
hoicked above their knees. Fishermen 
walk along the beach with their catch 
in a carrier bags, pausing to beat an 
octopus into tasty submission. The 
inevitable cyclist uses the beach as the 
main road - it is certainly much flatter 
and smoother than the bumpy, sandy 
lane inland. 

The bungalows are simple. The 
lighting comes from the now familiar 
storm lamp; the little restaurant serves 
tender octopus, big, tasty prawns. All 
washed down with a bottle of Sprite. 
Nothing happens. Yours for $16 a 
night. 

It’s Fred who fixes me up on a 
dhow cruise, a long, slow tack across 
to the islands off (he town in a 
fabulously dilapidated boat, filled 
with irrelevant spars of wood, blessed 
with a spindly mast, a tattered sail 
and a steady leak. There’s a crew of 
six who alternate between frantic 
activity to change the sail and catch 
the breeze and distinct torpor as we 
wander across the ocean.- fd still be 
there now if the skipper hadn’t 
decided, as the moon came out over 
Zanzibar, to use the outboard motor 
and get us back to port. Just in time 
for the lights to go out. 


48 hours in the life of Seville 


You need a break — and a short 
cut to the soul of a city. Each 
week. The Independent* offers 
a prescription for the perfect 
short break. This weekend, 
Seville, with Sanon Odder. 

Why go now? 

Because Seville's seductively ruffled lay- 
ers of histocy and culture are revealed most 
vividly when the winter "chill" (average 
temperature 14°C) freezes out most 
tourists. Because you need to size up the 
city in relative serenity before returning 
for six days of madness during the spring 
Fteria. And because if there is a more hand- 
some city in Europe, I have yet to find it. 

Beam down 

The only airline with direct scheduled 
flights from the UK to Seville is Iberia 
(0171-830 0011), with a daily non-stop 
from Heathrow for a lowest fare of 
£182.90 (including all taxes). The same 
airline flies from Manchester, with a quick 
connection in Barcelona. 

It may well be cheaper to find a cheap 
flight to Madrid, eg from Luton on 
Debonair (0500 146200) or from various 
UK airports via Amsterdam on KLM 
(through Air Tickets Direct, 0990320321) 
for around £150. In Madrid, you connect 
with the AVE high-speed train to Seville, 
taking two hours from the Spanish cap- 
ital to Santa Justa station. 

Get your bearings 
Rom the airport, a taxi covering the six 
miles to the centre will cost around LOGO 
ptas (about £8). The airport bus operates 
from 6am to 10pm, mostly every half- 
hour, though with a long gap for a sies- 
ta between 2pm and 5pm. The ride 
costs 750 ptas (£3). Stay on to the end, 
right outside the Alfonso XHI hotel 

Rail travellers have it easy: from San- 
ta Justa station, you can walk west to the 
city proper in about 10 minutes. 

The city proper is defined as the 
ragged diamond enclosed to the west by 
the Guadalquivir river, and to the east tty 
a meandering ring road. Inside this 
square- ish mile is the greatest concen- 
tration of elegance anywhere in Spain. 
Across the river, to the north west, stands 
the debris from Expo 92; to the south west, 
the down-at-heel quarter of THana. 

The tourist office on Avenida de la 
Constitution is the prettiest in Spain. It 
also rates among the most useless, in 
terms of providing such basic information 
asamap of tbetity-and the opening hours - 
of that rather large building up the road, 
the Cathedral. But if you want to try your 
luck, the office opens daily, 9am-7pm, ex- 
cept Sundays (10am-4pm). 

Watch out for ... 

The habit of most maps to have the north 
point at the left rather than the top. 

Pickpockets and bagsnatcheis who are 
as ruthlessly efficient as those anywhere 
in the world, from Bogota to Brazzaville. 

Checkin 

Tb impress someone - even if only your- 
self- there is only one place in town: the 
extraordinarily civilised Casas de la Jud- 
eria (literally: houses of the Jewish quar- 
ter), buried in the Callejon de Dos 
Hermanns in the Santa Cruz district, 500 
metres more or less due east of the Cathe- 
dral. Rooms are scattered around a 
large, airy courtyard in a part of town 
where even the screeching mopeds fall 
silent A single costs £30, a double £50, 
with optional breakfast an additional 
£4.50 per person. Book in advance on 00 
345 441 5 150, and be prepared to get cross 
as you try to track it down. 

Among the many options several de- 
grees cheaper and less cheerful is the two- 



Seville: handsome on high (above), streets sizzling with fife (below) 


Photographs: Christopher Rennie and Robert Frerd^Robert Harding Picture library 


star Hostal Alameda, on the Alameda de 
Hercules just north of the city centre. 

I stayed at the extraordinary new Al- 
cora, which cost £50 for a single for a 
night. This buys a spacious, split-level 
room with plenty of room to write these 
words - though rather too good a view 
of the biggest hypermarket in Christen- 
dom. What you gain in space, you lose 
in accessibility: an hourly minibus shut- 
tle connects it with the real Seville. 

Take a ride 

. Circular bus C2 runs anticlockwise right 
around this extraordinary city. Like all the 
public buses in Seville, it costs 120 ptas, 
or about half as much if you buy a wad 
of 10 tickets from a street-side machine. 
It will take you through and around the 
ghostly site of the old Expo, which re- 
sembles a forgotten circus from the 21st 
century - full of futuristically obsolete ca- 
ble cars and space rockets going nowhere. 

Take a hike 

The cathedral being the third largest in 
the world - afterSt liter's in Rome and 
St Paul’s in London, is a morning's ex- 
ercise in its own right. While you’re wait- 
ing for it to open at 1 lam, lose yourself 
in the surrounding streets; chords of 
Cartagena and Havana keep resounding. 
When you want to return to the cathedral 
it takes no time at all to locate its vast 
bulk. 

Inside the south door, an elaborate 
tomb contains the remains of the Genoan 
who changed the world: Christopher 
Columbus, who used Seville as a base 
camp for his voyages to the New World. 

The bones of poor old Columbus did 


almost as much travelling in death as in 
life, shuttling between the New and Old 
Worlds before finally and fittingly com- 
ing to rest in Seville, which fancies itself 
as the original Latin American city. 

Lunch on the run 

The best fast snack in town - chocolate 
y chums (spirals of deep-fried batter, 
ready for dunking in absurdly thick and 
sweet molten chocolate) - can be found 
at El Duque, directly opposite Marks & 
Spencer on Plaza de la Victoria. But it 
doesn't open at weekends, r • - >-•: 

On Saturdays, therefore, content 
yourself with grazing in the Barrio de San- 
ta Cruz, east of the Cathedral where 
street life sizzles even in midwinter. 


Cultural afternoon 
Granada owes much of its magnificence 
to its mountainous location; Seville just 
subsides beside a slouchy old river. But 
it is stashed full of miraculously atmos- 
pheric patios, palaces and plazas. A life- 
time would be a more realistic timeframe 
than an afternoon, bat if you have to 
choose one sight then make it the Alcazar 
- the huge palace adjacent to the Cath- 
edral Seville specialises in scale, ... ■ : 

Windowshopping 

riEt- wonkfebe. heinous, to waste time oit 
shopping, but if you want to see what’s 
cool then walk along Calle Sierpes, 
keeping an eye open for some of the ele- 
gant, tiled murals. 



An aperitif 

Alfonso XIU may have suffered 31-tuck 
commensurate with his suffix (a bomb at 
his wedding in 1906 killed 24 people; gov- 
ernments changed on average every 10 
months during his reign), but sipping an 
iced sherry at the implausibly decorative 
hotel that bears his name is fortune indeed. 

Next stop on the pre-dinner crawl 
could be El Rinconillo, bodged into an 
uncomfortable comer of Calle Gerona 
- all tiles, ancient ’wooden chests and 
. ranks of dangling hams. But you pay for 
*rtwviwnh igm^.^for*4iger-gnd»m hhle. 

On the Alameda de Hercules, Las 
Columnas does the same thing for half the 
price, self-service, and provides the chance 
to at outside. Choose your dinner venue 
from one of the many options on this 
cheery street - but don’t start until 10pm. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
The Santa Maria monastery on Cartuja 
island was Columbus's spiritual home. It 
comprises a mystical series of interlock- 
ing courtyards and overlapping epochs: 
an original 1 2 th -century churc±, of which 
dazzling fragments remain; a ceramics fee- 
tory, during which it acquired thefive-pack 
of cooling towers; and a repository for con- 
servationists, a role onfy recently acquired 
•• ■< 

A walk in the park 

One of Alfonso's few successes was the 
great Iberoamericana exposition of 1929, 
staged in the fabulous Maria Luisa park. 

It is dotted with absurdly caricatured 
pavilions, but the main glory is- the Plaza 
de Espana - a monumental hemisphere, 
decorated to the last exquisite touch ty | 
the provinces of Spain. : ; . 


WEATHER 

The British Isles, noon today 



General summary and outlook: 

II will be a blustery, showery day with strong winds 
everywhere and gales in many parts. In tact, parts of 
Northern Ireland and western Scotland will turn 
stormy for a while. Heavy overnight rain will clear 
south-east England then ail parts will have bright 
spells and occasional sfranws. They will Ik most 
frequent and heaviest in the north and west, with 
thunder and hail possible. In the east there will be 
more sunshine between the showers but even there 
some ol the showers will be heavy. 

More rain will move quickly north-eastwards across 
Scotland on Sunday. The wind will ease for a while 
but strengthen again as the rain passes through, 
with gales in exposed western areas. Monday will 
see a mixture of sunny spells and showers, with the 
showers turning Increasingly wintry, and snow will 
accumulate over the higher groimd. On Tuesday 
more rain will spread in from the south, preceded by 
snow over the mountains. Blustery showers will fol- 
low. with strong winds again. 
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Lighting-up times 
Wap 

18.11 to 


845 

Hraindwn — 1646 to 8.17 
MtU — ......1614 to 8.15 

Glasgow 1556 to 846 

tendon 16.04 to 806 

.1802 to 824 
.1561 to 830 


Tomorrow 

Btfast 1812 to 845 

BnnFn0« n _l&O7 to 817 
.16.15 to 815 
-15J8 to 846 

London 1606 to 806 

Manchester _1644 to 824 
Nnwcasdn — .15JS2 to 830 


Air quality 


Atlantic chart, noon today 
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AA Road watch 

London. A1 between Watford Way. Mil 
Kill Orcus and Fneways Comer. Car- 
riageway reduced to two lanes for king 
term roadworks. Until 31st May 1938. 
London. A3211 Btactfriars Underpass. 
Contraflow Until April 15 
Bocks. M40 Jia-3. Long-term road- 
works and contraflow. 

Kent M2 J5-J7 Bridge maatenanis and 
restrictions Until March 9th. 

Bristol. M5 JIB-19. Contraflow in oper- 
dion across the Avonmouth Bridge with 
a Wmph speed limit. Regular rush-hoix 
delays. Until 1st January 1999 
West Ybrkstme. Ml J43-J42 Stmrton to 
Lofthouse (M62). A contraflow and a 
SQrrqjh speed lima are in place. Urail 13th 
July 1998 

Somerset M5 J2T-23 Highbridge to 
Bridgewater. Major roadworks din to 
bridge repairs. A 3 rrule cortraflow is in 
place. Until 31st March 1998. 

West Ybrtehue. Ml J43-J42 Slourton to 
Lottnuse (M62). Cororafiow and speed 
limit are in place. {Until Jan 21 1998). 
Greater Manchester. A56. Otd Iraflwd. 
Roadworks. Until 19th Jartiay 1998. 
Bristol. M5 J18-19. Contraflow in oper- 
ation across the Avonmouth Bridge with 
a 50mph speed limfL Regular rush-hour 
delays Unbl 1st January 1999 
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Sun and moon 

Sin rises: 
Sunsets 
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Moon rises 10/46 
Moon sets 22.15 

First quarter Jan 5 
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The sky at night 



The radiant of the Quadrantid meteor shower, which peaks ; 
tonight lies in Bootes, near to Hercules, Draco and the tafl of the 
Great Bear. This chart is for 1.00 am. 


Less than a month after the Geminids, another of the three best 
meteor showers of the year is underway, due to peak tonight As- 
tronomers have a perverse way of clinging on to outdated termi- 
nology, and this shower retains its old name - the Quadrantids - 
derived from the former constellation Quadrans Muralis (the ‘T^ht* 
al Quadrant" - an obsolete instrument for measuring the positions 
of stars and planets), which was introduced into star charts in 1795 
and abolished when the International Astronomical Union adopt- 
ed the present 88 constellations in 1930. The radiant of this show- 
er actually lies in Bootes. Though the Quadrantid radiant g 
circumpolar (ie never sets) for UK observers, it onty gains respectable 
height above the horizon in the early hours of the morning at pre- 
sent. Nevertheless, with such a prolific shower, there is a chanre 
of seeing meteors emanating roughly from a northerly direction 
at any time to nigh t and over the next two or three days. 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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■AA*w television series investigates the 
.jrisp^ational nature of rock climbing on 
d^Ure and difficult mountains around the 
writes Cfwrfes Arthur, commercial 
^j^pre-from trekkers and even 
J^fepte^caiTied picknickers are wrecking 
Ifcffiiorriaiice ofthese wildernesses. 


. -^fllpyid&ons spares of the \fadi Rum, m the Jnr riflnian 

•'tfiSSft; haws long fascinated the Bedouin tribes who 
Ift past centuries, they climbed them in bare 
catch the ibex mountain goats which loped 
sore-Tootedly . about the craggy rocks soaring up to 
: abov&_the ochre sands. 

- /^towadays,- the Bedouins' reason for loping up the 
gptfy rocEis a more commercial one: working a$ pijdf^ 
for th e growng number of foreign rock climbers who 
d# visit the area, in search of adventure. It’s a cut 
ibpse the standard package holiday spent by the pool- 
::- 5 ^!orgaring at inhospitable territory from behind 
./fhe^rindows of an air-conditioned bus. 
fr~. J^ock dimbing is a comparatively new activity in Jor- 
danrthe first European climbers there came in 1952. 
.TEbi^Wiard, a keen climber from the village of Green- 
r-fgagnear Olcftam; was first inspired to look more dose- 
possibilities of the rock formations by their 
i^^iLthe backdrop to David Lean’s film Lawrence of 
''JblppL In the manner of the true obsessive. Ward 
served Lawrence's book The Seven Pillars of Wisdom 
foSgry mention of rock suitable for dimbing. He then 
'_3 £«§l asking the Jordanian government for permis- 
SfoSp travel there and dimb. In 1984 his persistence 
ppi^bff, when he was invited 10 visit. Since then he's 
-■ regular.’ 

^ 2 ^i@dfor ahyone who thought that such “adventure 
~ as rock climbing would only be the preserve 

■- young, fit and strong. The Face, a six -part TV 
,-:sexie$ which started last night on BBC2, shows Ward 
.:an4,Iris- partner Di Thylor - “both the wrong side of 
■SfTyastbe producer Richard Else puts it - attempt- 
dangerous climb on the uncertain rock of the 
: Wadi:Bum. They survive, despite a moment 800ft up 
.^rhen/'WSrdi leading, finds himself stuck on a blank 
. face with no obvious way up or down. The relief and 
;ibher satisfaction they felt on reaching the top, just 
. as the, evening sunset turned the desert floor into a 
blue carpet, isn’t the sort of thing you can capture on 
- fflnt, notes Else. 

His aim in making the series was partly to show how 
dnnbing is not just the preserve of suicidal supermen- 
schm who are born without a fearful bone in their body. 
That's not to say, though, that they haven't lived a lit- 
tle. Besides Ward and Thylor, the series' participants in- 
clude Andy Parian, who ruptured his spleen and 
dislodged his heart in a near-fatal climbing accident in 
the 1980s, and Joe Simpson, whose book Touching The 
Void is a vivid, terrifying account of how he crawled off 
a South American mountain alone, after being lost and 
left for dead with a smashed ankle. 

Non-climbers who have seen The Face say it opens 
fbek eyes—“tbough I-doci'ttlunk rt seiids them down 
to their local dmtbing shop. But at the end they re- 


alise it’s not about being mad, or getting to the sum- 
mit, or getting killed. They realise it's inspirational. They 
feel it’s a real adventure.” 

But Else also wanted to show off the idea of climb- 
ing's world spread. These days it truly is a recreation 
you can pursue anywhere there’s vertical rock: have 
rope, wfll travel. The locations for the climbs range 
from Canada's frozen northwest to Vietnam, to Scot- 
land, South Africa and, of course, Jor dan. 

You might notice a certain mountain area missing 
from the list of locations. *We purposely didn’t go to 
the Himalayas," says Else. “Enormous damage is be- 
ing done there. The budget could have covered it, and 
actually it was more expensive to gq to Canada. But 
it was a deliberate choice.” The “damage” Else and 
many others are seeing in the Himalayas is wrought 
not only by climbers, but also by commercial trekking 
expeditions that treat the moun tains and surrounding 
environment essentially as a disposable resource 
which can be abused at will. Rubbish and human de- 
tritus is piling up. Nor is that limited to the Himalayas. 
On reaching the top of one remote summit in Jordan, 
Ward and Thylor found graffiti carved and painted onto 
the rocks, and litter thrown down cracks in the rock. 
The rubbish had come from visiting picknickers, not 
climbers, who had arrived by helicopter. 

*Ts nowhere sacred?” asked Ward, rhetorically. 

These days, the answer tends to be no, not if there's 
money to be made taking people there. It is increas- 
ingly difficult to find real wilderness, though climbers 
tend to discover it more easily. “The higher you get, 
the less you see,” says Else. “But in Jordan, for exam- 
ple, there’s an awful Jor dani an flag painted on the sum- 
mit of the Wadi Rum. Then there are the names and 
graffiti carved into the rock - English names, Scottish 
names.” Other disfigurements include arrows painted 
onto the rocks by guides from nearby cities, rather than 
the local Bedouin, to show tourists the way up the tra- 
ditional climbs. 

Ward and Else are wounded by such indifference 
to the environment - so much so that they have peti- 
tioned the King of Jordan to make the area of the Wadi 
Rum into a national park whose wildlife, vegetation 
and local people would be protected. “People come 
up from big cities like Aqaba and Amm an and drive 
all over the desert, destroying the ecologically fragile 
surface and vegetation,” Ward says. “Quite recently 
trees have been chopped down to make barbecues and 
picnics.'’ 

The desert ecology can’t survive such an assault. 
Else comments: “It’s important that the Bedouin should 
have their own economy, but it should be handled in 
a way that leaves the environment undamaged.” The 
Bedouin at least trust Ward to put their case: they have 
nominated him as their spokesman. But does he think 
the park will be created? “Some people in the coun- 
try have suddenly realised that Wfedi Rum is a big mon- 
ey-earner, so it’s difficult to say. At the moment, it’s 
in the lap of the gods.” 

‘‘The Face " is on BBC2 on Friday evenings ai 730pm. 

“ The Face : Six Great Climbing. ■idveruures" a book to 
accompany the series, gpeson sale from Thursday, priced 
US.99 from BBC Books. 
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Face to foce: Di Taylor tackles the Haj on Jordan's Wadi Rum 
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Photograph from the BBC book The Face' accompanying the senes 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: BROCHURES '98 

Look for the M) logo when booking your holiday - a promise of 
Quality, Choice and Security. For a FREE copy of the Directory of Real 
Holidays, listing all >4iID Member Companies, please call 0181 - 607 9080. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



CASAS 

CANTABRICAS 

Holidays in North and 
West Spain and North 
Portugal ' 

Stay in traditional 
cottages or small hotels 
. and discover some of 
' the most beautiful 
. tmspoilt regions of 
Iberia. 

For our brochure .phone 01223 328721 or_ 
fax 01223 322711 © 


-'A MAJ0* 


SPAIN, PORTUGAL, 

MADEIRA AND 
CANARY ISLANDS 

Fjjadons. Country houses and 
hotels in ' undiscovered ' Spain. 
MaDorea jnd Canaries. 

Gtvbreaks. FTydrivc. Coach 
lours and flexible tailor-made 
options. Hu* Portugal and 
Maddn 1 , Pbusadas and Hotels 

NEW: FASCINATING RURAL 
CAVE HOTELS 

For a free brochure caH 
■ 0171 828 6021 or 
0161 B48 8680 , 

mundi color 

avta WBll ATOL 799 AITO 



ACACIA © 
EXPEDITIONS 

Since 1989Acaaa 
Expedittnnflbave built an 
. enviable reputation for 


. value camping safaris 
tfrnmghout Afh cL Ac aaa 
1 fovw dow also introduced a 
■■ range of abor t, duration 

. lafidaya riiidi flUw yoo to 

" create yuuc own individual 
jtjngmrfr Ftmp a eewn day 

EliuMdaro trd to a four 
.week Gorilla Safari - iterrt 
fonieflmig fi>r everyone. 
TEL: 0171 706 4700 



z Overthelastl2 months, 
4»,000 Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
readers Iwe taken a holiday 
• in die British Isles. 
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(Discover o deiQhtfuBy dlfisfefii 
Tutey. away (ram the 
mat mi tun i iwti our unique 
icings of aval cottages vflas 
wttn poob and hiencBy haWs. 
Plus cu Iteifcte ‘wondsnng 
programme, spedd tntoest 
haBdays. gttel cruHng and 
fetentxi cttybrocto. 


0181 995 9323 

ABTA VI 337 AITO ATOL 1922 
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; • Sir.-*- * Ski Tourin® 

- , . • t<, hurt 

^ 01 14 275 7500 WIO 



in Chamonix and Moraine 

■* Summer holidays 
designed for families 

★ 50% reduction for all 
under 18s 

★ Nurseries with 
qualified nannies 

★ Activity dubs for -i to 

12 year olds 

★ Babysitting 

★ Family suppers © 

01252 616789 

ABTA V.foU AFT0 ATOL 3.«« 


Greek Islands Cub 

29 years of arranging 
individual villa holidays 
for those who expect 
privacy, comfort, 
personal service and 
beautiful surroundings. 
Our brochure features the 
more unhurried and 
uncrowded retreats in the 
Ionian and Spotadcs 
islands. © 

Tel: 01932 220477 

rPtov • H rwsi'v ■ 

ABTA VIM; ATOL S4S AtTO 



FRENCH COTTAGES 

From award-winning VFB Holidays a hand- 
picked selection o( character collages in all the 
loveliest regions ol rural hrain.e 

Chuov* Irom hundreds 
ol unique properties Irom 
period beamed farmhouses 
lo lhai<.-hed l ullages and 
Immaculate country houses, 
manv wilh pool. 


ECLAT ON THE RED SEA 

An extensive range of hotels from 
hixury in mtI i arenng in Israefs Red 
Sea wmier sun resort. Including 
scheduled EL AL (lights Crum 
Heathrow. a«vd Marwbcsler. Optional 
excursions to Jerusalem, the Dead 
- A i- ■ ’ V '• Sea mvJ Petra 

tfps£i’ . ' Plus "Descn TrailhLuer" adventure 

-4 *' holidays with the Bedouins in the 
Negev, scuha diiing and uindsurfinp 
Siv.f ' asriir-'- lesson-, and 'wimming with ihe 




SUPERSTAR HOLIDAYS - 0645 125847^ 
BROCHURE HOTLINE 01233 211203 © 


CORSICA 


THE TRAVEL CLUB 
OF UPMINSTER Essex 

Station Road, U PUNSTER, 


Good quafty, good value vitas and 
apartmenta 

Also small famfly nm hotels 
Personal service - we go on tfiaw 
haUdaya! 

DUed sell only ■ means 
oompeUUw prices 
Years ol experience- founded 1936 
Ffigtite tram GabrieK. Stansted. 
Heathrow. Manchester and « 
Bfermn^um Vi) 

ATOL 173 ABTA VT110 AITO FTO 
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SUNVIL'S SPECIALIST GREECE 

. ; Vi'. The better parts of Greece! 


'Quieter areas imam land and 
idandsl off the tourist -beaten 
t rads. 

Hotels from deluxe to family-run 
and apartments dose to the sea. 
Plus walking, sailing, boat hire, 
waterspors, island hopping, 
flexible fly-drives. 

Day flights from Gatwick & 
Heathrow. 

Specialists since 1974. 

Tel: 0181 847 4748 124 hr) 
Sunvil InL Sales Ltd © 

ABTA V62T8 ATOL BOB IATA ATTO 


C nOVwC - SJICS 


2-effiod* 


ABTA VBl 77 61926 


ofTenttntrn 

IONIAN ISLAND and 

Mainland Greece. 
Offering highest quality, 
wclasrre oecMtunodatiOb and 
special interest boHdava. 
Prom hmay viDia with pool, to 
waterfront apartments - 
Oy 'drlses, painting, 
pbotography. 
Afeaander Ibdmiquc, 
walking, sailing. 

TWO TRAVEL INDUSTRY 
AWARDS IN 1997. 
Brochure request tel 

01580765000 ® 

AITO ATOL 3719 


Experience the superb beaches, htstorfi towns 
and glorious scenery of the ‘fragrant Isle with 

award-winning VFB Holidays. 

Choose from hand-picked 
apartments and character 
hotels located in all the 
I liveliest areas nl the Island. 



(01242)240 310 0 

http wwv.fthhois co.uk OS'' 


WjflW EXPLORE 
WORLDWIDE 

Aduenture touts, seatreb, 
uriUbfe safaris, walk are) Ireks, 
river JounKjs and cultural tours 
in mtte than 90 countries. 

8 days to 6 weeks. InEisope, 

: Middle F^. Africa. Ada, 
Americas, Aweghda. 

For brochure contact V ” / 
*-i Exptore Worldwide (SI) 
Aldershot OJU2LQ 
ZM mm i Full bonded AtTO ATOL 3595 

ffiS B Ram ' 01252 344161 


— ‘^Andantt J 

The Specialists in 
Archaelogical and 
Ancient History 
Holidays, Tours 
and Breaks 
Andante Travels 
Tltt Old Telephone Exchange 
Winterbourne Dauntsey 
Salisbury SP4 6EH 

For free brochure @ 1 

or information _ 

Tel: 01980 610555 



The Very Best Of Uncommercial Turkey 

Tapestry Holidays take 
great pride in providing a 
specialist, knowfedgeaLte 
and personalised service. 

We oiler a wide variety of 
coastal and special 
Interest holidays to the 
■Real Turkey'! Please feel 
welcome to call for a 
copy of the current 
brochure and arty 
relevant special offers. @ 

Tel: 0181 742 0055 
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Brochures ’98 

BROCHURE REPLY SERVICE 

To receive up to 8 of the brochures featured, please 

indicate the number of each brochure in the boxes below. 


ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE 

Please return to: 

Independent on Sunday, Travel Brochures '98, 
Unit 18, Mitcham Industrial Estate, 
Streatham Road, Mitcham CR4 2AA 
Coupons to arrive by 19lh January T 998 Or fax your 

, , requiem 0181 640 0673 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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USAirtcurs 

SPOTLIGHT ON LOW COST SCHEDULED FARES 


NEW YORK 

*”£213 


0181 559 7709 

M.inchir-li.-f 

0161 873 8030 

0141 204 4161 

fcT i r;7-. < r»v.i i.inl 

0121 236 7181 


ATLANTA 

£224 

ORLANDO 

£Z74 

BOSTON 

£213 

PHILADELPHIA 

£229 

CHICAGO 

£239 

PHOENIX 

£Z74 

DALLAS 

£S9 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£274 

DENVER 

£274 

SARASOTA 

£344 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

£324 

TAMPA 

£274 

LAS VEGAS 

£274 

WASHINGTON 

£213 . 

MIAMI 

£274 

TORONTO 

£258 

NEW ORLEANS 
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VANCOUVER 

£377 
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TRAVEL INSURANCE 
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Fares are bn* Mason return ham London. Conditions and regnoal sunrionenb mar apply- Call for cooritioro. 
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FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


Lufthansa Worldwide Special Offer up to 50% off 

Excmpft; 2 pax to, Washington £520, Dubai CP04. Capo Town CS57. 

Valid tor travel up to 3t May 9*. Coo! t by 31 Jan OB. Call for full cVtcil: 


Return prices per person inclusive of airport tax from: 

Perth £638 Hong Kong £373 Orlando £274 

Sydney £517* Bcniwy £353 Daw £279 

Brisbane £517* Johannesburg £390 Las Vegas £279 

Auddand £675 Tokyo £476 San Francisco £279 

Singapore £379 New York £213 Toronto £288 

Bangkok £405 Boston £213 Mexico £329 0870 75 00 140 


Thomas 

Cook 


Lines open 4om-9pm Mon-FH, 
lOcun-Opm Sal-Sun 
Quota F0301ID 


*2 people must travel together 
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FARES FROM 

£348 

RETURN 


BEST FLIGHT DEALS 


With over 22 leading scheduled airlines 
in Economy, Business or First Class 
EcoHOMvnwM 

Bangkok £375 

Singapore £454 

Bali £513 •“«- 

Kuala Lumpur 04 8 •“““ 

Bombay . £324 ““i* 

Hong Kong £366 
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BEST HOLIDAYS 


• The beauty of the Far East 
is the affordability of 
superior and deluxe hotels. 


IVlAt_/VYSf/\ 

£588 



* At Tnavelbag we are 
renowned for securing the 
best deals ninth hotel chains 
such as Hyatt Hilton, 

Marriott Shangri-La 

Other options fnchicfe; Adventures, river trips, 
overland journeys, exotic beach locations. 


MULTI-DESTINATIONS 


Our speciality is multi-destination trips, blending cities, tours 
and beaches. Including flights, accommodation S day tours. 
London > Hong Kong ► Singapore ► 

Bangkok ► London flights from £567 

London >■ Vietnam >-MaIaysia ► 

London. — — — flights from £599 
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and many more!!! Call now for our Brochure 
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1 Top scheduled airlines. ™ 

■ Best stopover choice - ® 

Far East, USA & more. ^ 

S 

> Itineraries tailored to your B 
exact wishes. 

• Car & campervan hire, g; 

air, rail & coach passes. £ 1 

1 Accommodation from | 5 

budget to luxury. « 
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OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 
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(126 \ Vancouver £288 1 Bangkok £379 I Auddand £660 


London - Ban; Ito ^-Singapore- Jakarta -Sydney- Aucklansl-Los Ang'-les-Lantlon 
incl. -,ik month Australia an:! six month Nev, Zealand bus jiass from £399 


I EUROPE; 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 0161 534 0668 (Mandtester) 
a EURQJIAR: 0171 361 6143 

l ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 3fi1 61S0 
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VI 0 Richmond Read, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 



USA 

Canady 

• TaJoi-Made 5eff-Drire packages 

* Any rity state, destination 
•Coach Touts 

Pop in and see us today, centrafly | 
located h Pkeadflly Otoe 


a 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 
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BFOCHURE HOTUNE USA & CANADA 

0181545 4545 0181 546 6t 


We Will Not Be Beaten 
on Price or Service 


USA & CANADA 

BRITISH AIRWAYS ^ 

KA Amer i can A i »1 i n-s s 

(Uf Unitizo Airlines 

Continental 

Airlines sSsl 

A Delia Air Lines 

’AT NORTHWEST 
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Canadian 




MORE 

REASONS 
TO BOOK 
WITH US 


/ Car Hire 
/ Tvl Insurance 
1 / City Breaks 
^Tours 


USA & CANADA 

0171 757 2000 

WORLDWIDE 

0171 757 2444 
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GATWICK BRANCH 

01293 568 300 


GLASGOW BRANCH 
0141 204 1919 


FLIGHTBOOKERS 

travelling freestyle 
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Overseas Travel 


SINGLE? 



Whjr tn*d atonal 

loin a jraqi wtth Soto’s, 
tfia Tpt cioi jt tour opq a tor 
Cur alnfta people. 

Age groups 28-5Syrs 
45-M)n 

01SI 951 2811 

Solos 

ATOL 055» ffUU.fr 


America By Rail 


From coast to coast, vibrant cities finked by 
magnificent scenery. Highlights 
indude New York, Chicago, Denver , Grand 
Canyon, Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

Join one of our imaginative touts fbrthe best **. 
way to see this vast and diverse country. 

Tour Price from E72S. 

Cal tor Rifermation & your colour brochure. 


^01753 681999 

Explorers Tours AT0L/A3JA V3SS3 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


REAL HOLIDAYS 


“We think of all the wasted holidays before we found Ramblers" wrote a client 
returning after five holidays with us. From Britain's Lake District throughout Europe to 
South Africa, N & S America, Nepal and the Far East, Iceland, Alaska and 
Australasia, our small escorted parties walk, sightsee, explore and even trek or 
cross-country ski, but most of all to the hills and mountains, the beautiful and 
interesting places. 149 different holidays, 2000 departures. Ail holidays carry a grade 
to reflect their ease or challenge. You can leave the planning to us, you needn't look 
at a'map, just get up and follow the leader! Minimum age 16. Come and join us, 
we'il make you welcome. Call us for a brochure. 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS, BOX 43, WELWYN GARDEN, AL8 6PQ 
Tel: 01 707 331133 Fax:01707 333276 

Established 1946 E-mail: ramhols@dlal 41 lpax.cx 1 m ™ ® 


FREE 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
AT 

LUNN POLY 


Free insurance with any summer '98 overseas 
holiday costing £299* or more per person. 

For details ask at any Lunn Poly Holiday Shop 
or call os on S3 0990 81 II IL f 


Lunn Poly 



A better n ay to getaway 


Applies to summer ’98 overseas hoBdays with a duration of up to 17 days only. *£398 or more per 
pereon or long haul holidays. Olfer cannot be combined wtth any other promotional oRw or dlacount, 
apples to new bookings only and is subject to availaMiiy. tunes open Mon-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. 

All calls charged at standard national cal rata FuB detals available in shops. 


IN YOUR 20’S TO MID 30’S? 

NEED SOME HOLIDAY INSPIRATION? 

Do you ted B* need to spice 14 } jour hofcay plans Ws raT7 flan tfldi your usual destmation and come sway trth us! 
On Oaris World Hofcbys the name rf the gane s writaig. atpbmg and sgteeeing. Wei send you to some reaty 
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mundana. So dotfl be fadijyjfietag 9 rloris.tfisa)VBf the re& of Ejjnpg_8*3 year, in smafl groups, made up of people on 
^raurwaw length, yooTax’ytteblad. leaving tatajd^fWastefte^Ledbyoneofouroperiencedleacferayoirt 
dscota the reri courtly, b tahdecapes, quet coaafines and sights of gowkie ml eras For both Hie genda anbfaror 
hod core scrambler you need our expsierce fa rata eqoy where ytsrie going Ihis year. How rixai trekking in NepaL 
or dbmretingtodfl^ttedMoKJca) or Pern? And t you Sink you budget wont Srattfimifljouseaotf pnees. Wb 
donl bother with the praertjous. just qS you where you want to go. mm no hassle end then lei (he ooutiy speak lor 
ferit. By H« tine you arrive. Hie planrtag's bean done aito sfl you need to do b gel to know your Wow hweiere and 
enjoy yowsef ? 7 So i you'd Eke to know mors, cal tor the new Oasis World brodW 

Tel: 01707 373988 Fax: 01707 333276 E-mafL rainholstSdiaLpipeLCOin 
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Hobday Parks 

Holland 

Germany 


Bruges 

City Breaks 

Quality bofctoy parks In 
Holland and the Blade Forest 
andMosd regions of 
Germany. AJI with a range of 
leisure facflldes - mast with 
indoor pools. Or dtsanwr 
beaucSul Bruges In Belgium 
tram one of our aomfaRabta. 
dty centre apartments 

Phone 0IS01I02 60S 
QnoCw A3534 
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Special Interest Holidays 


T T Expenence tne 1 

Unexpected 

Discover she unique experience 
of a small group 
adventure? 


• Wildlife Safaris oTnkhmg Expeditions 

• SmUngAdoentum m Jungle Exploration 

m Cultural Touring m Wilderness Experience 

For but 1 00 page colour brvchvrt call 

01252 344161 

Please quote Rtjmna: IN 
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SINGLE? 


Summer Holiday? 
Where? With Whom? 

Singles Abroad 

Great holidays exclusively for single people 

Call 0181 809 0090 i 

FOR BROCHURE & RESERVATIONS 3 

Pasha Travel Ltd 


Travel Services 
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INSURANCE 
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Diving Holidays 




Sunday 11th January 
The Independent on Sunday 
will be featuring 

A Complete guide 
to the best diving 
locations around 
the world 
within the Travel section. 

To reserve your advertisement 
call the Travel Team on: 

0171 293 2222 
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SIMON CALDER 


Tbny,-Cherie, the three kids and 
the mother-in-law spent £16,000 
flying Pearl Class to the 
.Seychelles. But New Brits buy 
. -their winter sun much more 
wisely than the Blair family. 




Pearl Class? Pah. While the Primp! Minis- 
ter Insists on trave lling on holiday in the 
rarefied liitism of Air Seychelles’ business 
cabin; his people are perfectly content with 
Britain’s charter airlines. I shall avoid any 
allusion to pearls preceding swine, too, since 
standards on package holiday flights are ex- 
cellent- everyone gets a good deal. The only 
differential among us New Brits returning 
from New Year in The Gambia was how 
painfully slowly our luggage would appear. 

My suitcase finally crawled along the 
conveyor at Gatwick in the early hours of 
yesterday morning. But none of us really 
minded the usual old baggage of a delayed 
charter flight and surreal announcements 
about “operational difficulties”, because 
we knew we were enjoying the extraordi- 
nary bargain that is the British winter sun 
holiday. 

-’ s Look at the picture of the Seychelles on 
the right. The Gambia in January is like 
that only without the cloudy bits. “Mid- 
winter” in West Africa’s smallest state wafts 
over you so sensuously that you fee] bare- 
ly tickled by a deliciously warm, dry 25C 
(compare that with the sweaty Seychelles, 
-now in the middle of the rainy season). 

Perhaps because of its greater appeal, 
the Gambian beach is considerably more 
crowded, with bathers greeted by a genial 
jostle of bantering locals - for whom we 
represent a significant marketing oppor- 
fonity. After a day or two they get to know 
you andyour habits (a freshly squeezed or- 
ange juice -now, a fistful of straight-from- 
the-tree bananas later) and drill off to tackle 
the fresh consignment of tourists from 
Copenhagen, still jet-lagged after the long 
haul from the near-Arctic to the Tropics. 

. It would never do, of course, to ask what 
the Scandinavians paid for their package hol- 
idays, but yon can bet a papaya to a peanut 
that it was a dam sight more than the £425 
quoted in the first Choice brochure for an 
eight-night holiday, with flights, bed, break- 
fast and a couple of parties - Christmas and 
New Year- thrown in. Most New Brits paid 
rather less than that my travel agent offered 
me a 10 per cent discount, which even with 
a questionably priced and compulsory in- 
surance deal attached brought foe cost down 
to foe £400 mark. And, inevitably, the chap 
sitting next to me on foe flight out bad held 
out until foe last minute and paid 50 quid 
less. Jolly good luck to him, too, since late- 
bookers comprise an essential component 
of an industry that seeks to maximise val- 
ue by making the most of resources. 

A bit like the government, then. Next 
year's winter sun brochures are already on 
the shelves. With a bit of careful planning 
foe Blair dan, plus the entire cabinet (and 
assorted wayward offspring in need of gen- 
tle rehabilitation), can spend a Christmas 
vacation in foe Tropics and stQI have 
change out of £16,000. Diving for pearls or 
jiving for joy - Club Tropicana has it alL 


GREEN CHANNE L 

Having eaten too much, drunk too 
much, and become a lounge lizard over 
■ the festive season, what most of us 
need is a long country walk. The prob- 
lem is, the British - and in particular 
the English - tend to live in towns. For- 
tunately, there is a community forest 
within three miles of nearly 24 million 
people-in England; a dozen community 
forests now cover an area more than 12 
times that of the Isle of Wight 
The Countryside Commission and 
Forestry Commission are developing 
community forests as part of a plan to 
create Opportunities for millions of peo- 
pie to enjoy wooded countryside around 
towns and rides. Tor those condemned 


RED C HANNEL 

“Each time I go abroad to Nepal, 
Vietnam, India, -even Thailand or 
Colombia, Lgei sick. Diarrhoea, heat 
stroke and general malaise strike ruth- 
lessly, despite the care I take over wa- 
ter, food, sleep andsuo. On one 
occasion I ended up in an Indian hos- 
pital,. on an intravenous dnp, for three 
{jgys. w ' ..." 

That is u° ordinary traveller’s story. 
U is an.account by Miranda Haines, 
.one editor of The Traveller's 



Going where the sun shines brightly: the Seychelles 


Photograph: Robert Harding Picture Library 


The place where I stayed wasn’t actually 
called Club Tropicana. It was foe two-star 
Badala Park Hotel, planted a respectful dis- 
tance from its four-star brethren on foe 
beach. The accommodation was winning- 
ly wonky in foe manner of many student flats 
- doois that didn’t quite agree with frames, 
craftsmen that didn't quite agree with each 
other about foe best way to stop foe bath- 
room door handle falling off with every 
clasp. Only foe churlish would complain, 
though, because like most things in The 
Gambia foe place muddles along in an of- 
ten distracted but always jolly manner. 

ImpravisaDonai verve means that exactly 
foe same fabric is used for bedroom curtains, 
tablecloths and, honestly, bedsheets. While 
you admire such Fawlty-esque touches, re- 
member that you are paying just £50 a night 
for pride of place in foe January sun. In- 
ducted in this figure is 5,000 miles of air trav- 
el, enlivened by very decent meals (possibly’ 
up to Pearl Class standards, Tbny) and in- 
flight entertainment. Transfers to and from 
the airport are covered, together with the 
services of a resilient rep who doesn’t flinch 
when the thousandth new arrival asks about 
malaria while munching through mince pies 
and sherry at foe welcome meeting. 


By your third hearty breakfast you are 
yearning for rather more exotic fare (and 
you suddenly notice, with a wince, that that 
fabric lines foe breadbasket, too). Real 
African life is a 12 pence communal taxi 
ride away in Serekunda. Gambia's largest 
town, where the heat rises and the hustle 
falls. Wintertime, and the living is easy. Your 
£400 holiday even includes a £20 donation 
to that nice Gordon Brown in the form of 
Air Passenger Duty. 

Sterling is so strong, and Britain's trav- 
el industry so efficient, that even the Chan- 
cellor’s recent doubling of the UK's exit lax 
has failed to hall our winter migration. The 
really dever folk, though, are hovering like 
the vultures foal circled above the cliffs on 
New Year's Day; the bargains begin this 
week, and reward anyone willing and able 
to travel before half-term in February. You 
can find some ideas in today's Independent 
Saturday Magazine, or just enter the price 
war fray now raging in the High Street. Late 
yesterday afternoon Britain's biggest trav- 
el agency Luon Poly (lW9ti SI 1111) offered 
me a week on Mexico's Pacific Coast, de- 
parting 13 January, for £380. Winter Ls such 
a pearl of a buyer's market that the world 
truly is your. er. oyster. 
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to urban life, a walk in foe woods need 
not entail a Brysonesque expedition. 

Combining woods, farmland, vil- 
lages, leisure enterprises, nature areas 
and public open space, the forests 
serve as “green lungs"' for urban areas 
as well as much-appreciated bolt-holes 
for stressed -out city folk. With many 
miles of new or restored pathways and 
cycleways within the forests, there is 
also plenty of opportunity to get back 
to nature and get rid of Christmas flab. 

Those who fancy being active in a 
different way can get involved in tree- 
planting schemes. Willing Chase com- 
munily forest, in the London borough 
of Barnet, has recently planted 6,000 


new trees with the help local volunteers 
and around 5UU schoolchildren. 

Such greenery obviously provides 
valuable habitats for local wildlife. It's 
not exactly a safari, but Andrew Patter- 
son, project director at Walling Chase, 
points out that increasing native trees 

within their forest is attracting crested 
newts, skylarks and slag beetles - all 
species that have recently been showing 
a worrying decline. 

For information about a community for- 
est near you, contact your local tuunst 
office. 

Sue Wheat 


tiealthbook, which is published this 
week by foe travellers’ club Wexas, 
price £9-99. 

The other editor, Sarah Thorow- 
good, tells of sunburn after an overnight 
drive to the Algarve: “I promptly fell 
asleep on foe then already warm sand 
until about four in foe afternoon ... 
Quite apart from feeling that I could 
probably radiate enough heal for an en- 
tire Mediterranean holiday seaso^t 
became quite exceptionally difficult and 


painful to sit down. Then the blisters 
came, followed by great lumps of skin 
foal fell off my back for the next two 
weeks." 

Fortunately, foe book contains 
remedies for these and many other 
complaints. 

Wexas is at http.H^w.fco.gov.iik; 

}bu can access the latest Foreign ( iffiee 
advice to a range of countries on 
http:Hwww.fco.gov.uki 


Qantas introduces the 
Two-Stop Ticket, £73r 

E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney - 
Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Two-Stop ticket you can fly 
to Australia via one destination in Asia and 
then return to London via a second. Choose 
from seven different Asian destinations or 
you can fly to Auckland via Los Angeles. All 
fares are valid on Qantas and British Airways 
flights. For further details call 0345 747 300. 

* Includes all passenger taxes an this route. 

Valid 16/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent or call Qantas 
telesales for information on other seasonal prices. All fares 
subject to availability. 




TUfSPH/T OF AUSTRALIA 


LOW ROAD 


Since foe handover of Hong Kong last June, airlines fly- 
ing between foe UK and its former colony have found it 
difficult to fill seats. Now British Airways is trying to 
shift some capacity by offering an Air Miles bargain. In- 
stead of 9,900 miles, in February and March it will “cost" 
only 2,900 miles to travel London-Hong Kong and back. 
Bearing in mind that the lowest easily available air fare 
costs about £400, this values each Air Mile at around 14 
pence. Call 0990 511 806 for more details. 


HIGH ROAD 


You can also redeem Air Miles for Club, First and Con- 
corde travel — for double, triple and quadruple miles re- 
spectively. The Concorde flight to New York “costs” 
27,200 miles return - valuing each Air MUe at around 21 
pence, if you calculate from the normal return fare of 
£5,994. 
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Qantas 
introduces 
the 3 -Stop 
Ticket, £844 

E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney - 
Cairns - Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Discovery Ticket you can fly to 
Australia or New Zealand via two different 
destinations in Asia, South Africa, North 
America and the South Pacific You can also get 
an extra stop-over at either Cairns or Perth. All 
fares are valid on Qantas and British Airways 
flights. For full details call 0345 747 300 

* Includes all passenger taxes on this route. 

VaEd 1 6/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 

or call Qantas telesales for Information on other seasonal 

prices. All fares subject to availability. 


TUESPmraFMsntMM 





THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 3 JANUARY I 00 * 

6 ■ 


6/SKIING 



Park City, above and right. Is a town under siege by movie people Photographs: Slishoct -Offshoot 



For details of tour operators and an information pack, return the 
coupon or call the JM-li our Brochure Line on 0181 255 7373. 
For reservations call Icckuidair on 0171 388 5599. 




I lcebM Bnxture Unit UfW 5. Aa Mamgate Road. Kinctstan-upon-TharHs. Surrey K7S 7E. . 

PbBjo sard me your Icebnd ntormatwi pa* | 


Name 

Address. 


iNO/iceah 


ICELANDAIR 





Ireland 

l-lVt a dbff&cntr life 

HOLIDAYS ’98 

Ireland’s tourist boards, north and 
south, have got Together to create some 
unforgettable breaks and holidays 
this year. From BficB’s to castles, from 
long weekends to weeks on end. you’ll 
find Ireland s world famous welcome is 
now warmer than ever. For our full 
colour brochures, call us free on 

0800 55 55 98 . 
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S KI TIP 

Change the radius of your turns by counting out loud as 
you turn. For long turns on open slopes, count to 10. To 
make shorter turns on steeper slopes, count ONE, 
ONE ONE in rime with each turn. 

Chris Exall 



A paradise of premieres, 
powder and poseurs 


What’s the answer, if you want to 
spend part of your skiing holiday 
ogling Hollywood stars and 
seeing the latest films? 

Tamsin Murray-Leach glides into the 
winter wonderland that is Park 
City, Utah. 


For two weeks each January, a strange tribe 
descends on this peaceful ski town. Skid- 
ding and shivering down pretty, snow- 
packed streets in the de rigueur black 
designer uniform of New York and Holly- 
wood, surrounded by seven of the best ski 
mountains in the US, visitors to Robert 
Redford’s Sundance Film Festival eschew 
the slopes in favour of days and nights in 
darkened rooms; Park City during Sun- 
dance must be the only ski town in the 
world where queues outside the cinemas 
are greater than those for the chairlifts. 

Which is what makes late January the 
perfect time to ski or snowboard in Utah, 
especially for those who’d like to add a bit 
of spice to their skiing holidays. Instead of. 
say. rounding off the day with an outdoor 
Jacuzzi and a hearty meaL a trip to the Sun- 
dance Festival means rounding it off with 
an outdoor Jacuzzi, a hearty meal and one 
of the premiere independent movies yet to 
hit the big screen. From 15 to 25 January 
199S, the 14th annual Sundance Festival 
will screen 67 shorts and 103 feature 
films, 61 of which will be world premieres. 
It certainly makes a pleasant change from 
the usual PG drivel on offer in ski resorts. 


the odd unrented room left over from a 
group booking. Even the Chfiteau Aprfes 
hostel usually has beds available on the 
night, where one can observe the least likely 
hostellers slinkin g into the dorms at all 
hours, stuffing evening gowns into lockers 
as they whisper loudly about the success- 
ful reception of their latest short, and who 
saw whom at so-and-so's party. 

Certainly every good restaurant will be 
packed. Even the Cast food pitstops out on 
the highway are notoriously busy, offering 
comfort food to agents and buyers who 
would rather not deal with another two- 
bour schmoozefest, thank you very much. 
Yet it is honestly not that hard to get into 
restaurants such as Robert Redford's 
Zoom, which does good New American for 
a surprisingly reasonable price. Book in 
advance and simply be prepared to beg and 
wheedle, then beg some more. By all means 
use that English accent to your advantage, 
because even a small suspicion that you 
could possibly be a great British director 
will get you a table, albeit at an odd hour 
and perhaps somewhere at the bade of the 
restaurant. One of the many nice th in gs 
about Park City during Sundance is that 
most people are terribly polite to strangers, 
just in case they May Be Someone. 

Even getting into a movie is not part- 
icularly tough. Its true that pre-festival 
packages are sold out months in advance, 
but you’re going to be skiing, you won’t 
have time for 15 screenings, two panel dis- 
cussions, movie breakfasts and access to 
all parties (gatecrashing these is more fun. 
anyway). Individual tickets for screenings 
are not released until five days before the 


of powder, cheaper lift tickets and a s trier 
no-snowboardeis policy. This ruling is up- 
held in old-school Deer Valley, jostup the 
road from Park City, while a few miles in 
the opposite direction at The Canyons, a 
newly restructured resort, they attempt to 
keep poor, discriminated-against snow- 
boarders happy with a machine-groomed 
half-pipe and a variety of obstacles to hop 
over and leap off. 

Then, of course, there’s the snow itself. 
Car licence plates in these parts proudly 
proclaim: “Ski Utah- The Greatest Snow 
on Earth!” This is not a shallow boast 
Everything you hear about the Legendary 
Utah powder is true. It is dry and light as 
a feather. Slicing through a Utah powder 
field really is like floating on air - a clicbE 
but no other comparison will do. Even the 
intermediate skier will find Utah powder 
manageable, while for experts and snow- 
boarders it is practically nirvana, a legal 
high inexplicable to the uninitiated, a truly 
spirit -snaring experience. Partake in Sun- 
dance by all means; watch some great films, 
soak up the glamour, chuckle at the spec- 
tacle. Just don't forget the reason you 
came: the m ain tains here are better than 
anything conjured up on the silver screen. 

How to get to Sundance, and where 
to stay when you are there 
Tamsin Murray-Leach flew to New York 
on British Airways for £225 return, and 
bought her round trip ticket from New York 
to-Salt Lake City on American Airlines for 
$364 (£220). She stayed at Patricia’s 
Country Manor Bed and Breakfast in the 
neighbouring village of Kamas for $85 (£51) 



And going to Sundance is also 
the perfect ploy to get Non- 
Skiing Partner to agree to a ski 
trip. Just picture the proposal, 
usually so fraught with potential 
confrontation and failure: 

“Bui darling, were not 
exactly going skiing. We’re at- 
tending one of the major motion 
picture festivals in the world." 

Pause. 

“Yes. you probably will get a 
glimpse of Robert Redford/ 

Cameron Diaz." 

Pause. Smile. Flurry of pre- 
trip shopping for warm, yet 
sexy, evening wear. 

These days of movie mayhem 
are not for the fainthearted, 
however. Since Robert Redford 
founded the festival 14 years 
ago, with the aim of developing 
“independent voices and visions 
in the arts", it has grown to be- 
come a focal point of the Amer- 
ican film industry, attracting 
filmmakers, actors, agents, buyers and 
film company executives in their thousands 
(12,000 is the official figure). Park Cily 
passes saturation point; it is a town held un- 
der siege by movie people. Restaurant 
booths are requisitioned by equipment- 
touting film crews seeking interviews with 
other film crews: the library and conference 
centres are converted into cinemas; and larg- 
er hotel lobbies and function rooms are 
transformed by nightly parties into meeting- 
places for Those Who Are and Those Who 
Would Be Famous. 

Yet none of this need prevent you hav- 
ing ski holiday of your dreams, providing 
you have a good sense of humour and like 
a few challenges. Sure, condos and hotels 
are booked months, if not years, in advance; 
parking is a joke; and getting a table in a 
good restaurant becomes a tactical exer- 
cise. But don’t you see - it’s all pan of the 
game. Rule number one: where there are 
crowds, there are cancellations. And movie 
people like to stick together, so Park City 
is full of tiny inns and glorified B&Bs with 


festival, when it is wise to try to book 
evening shows and predictably popular pre- 
mieres. Once at Sundance, simply show up 
an hour before daytime screenings and get 
in the queue; the earlier the show, the more 
likely you are to get a ticket 

Just bear in mind that there are glor- 
ious mountains beckoning when the Fes- 
tival starts to seem a bit too much like hard 
work, and they are practically empty be- 
cause all the accommodation below is 
packed with 12,000 film folk The resort 
at Park City is the largest in the state, and 
site of the 2002 Winter Olympics, with 
everything from long, gently rolling be- 
ginner runs to acres of open bowls and 
glades, prime powder terrain. Yet al- 
though there is plenty here to keep even 
the most experienced skier happy, six other 
mountains lie within easy reach. Snow- 
boarders should pop over to Brighton, Soli- 
tude or Snowbird, famous for back-country 
terrain and the pros who choose to make 
their homes here. Traditionalists will revel 
in Alta, a smaller, steeper resort with lots 


a night (001 800 658 0643); in the Chfiteau 
Aprils dorm. Park City, where a bunk costs 
a mere $22 per night (001 801 649 9372), 
and on the comfortable carpet of a friend's 
rented condo. However, traveDeis from the 
UK with less time, more money and more 
sense may prefer to book a package in- 
cluding flights, accommodation and a car 
through a US specialist such as Virgin Ski 
(01293 544889) or Ski Independence (0990 
550555); a week in late January costs be- 
tween £700 and £800. The Ski Utah web- 
site at www.sltiutah.com is a great source 
of information on both accommodation and 
the resort itself. 

Check out the Sundance Him Festival 
website at www.sundancechannel.com/ 
festival 98, for details of the 1998 pro- 
gramme. Tickets for festival screenings go 
on sale from the festival box office on 10 . 
January; use the time difference loyour ad- 
vantage and book early. The box office num- 
ber is 001 435 645-7280; tickets for 
screenings cost $7 each; tickets forpremfe'es 
cost $10, and for panel discussions $15. 
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South African Experience 

A choice of two fabulous escorted tours to experience South Africa at its best 


from 

£819 

per person 


— 

10 days 

WESTERN CAPE 

£819 

DISCOVERY 

per penes 

Departures: Apr-Hoc 1998 


WM' ~ 


Enjoy a 10-day escorted tour through 
South Africa’s scenic Western Cape. Time 
will be spent in the historic city of Cape 
Town with optional tours to the Cape 
Peninsular and winelands. We then head 
to the semi-arid lands of Oudtshoorn and 
on to the fascinating Cango Caves. Our 
journey continues to George where we take a fabulous 
journey by steam train to Knysna before returning to Cape 
Town along the picturesque coastal route. A 4-day optional 
tour to Kruger National Park is also available. 



f 1 


What’s Included: ★ Return scheduled Bights Ena London to 
Cape Town ★ UK and South African airport departure taxes 
7 nfghts accommodation on bed and continental breakfast basis 

* 2 hmches * Outentqua Choo-Tioe steam train ride 

* Visit to Ostrich Show Farm + Baggage hawrIHng ax hotels 

★ Services of a tour escort in Sooth Africa 

★ Transportation as per the itinerary * Hotel taxes 


THE PRIDE OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Departures: August 2998 

Sample the wilder side of South Africa on 
our 10-day escorted tour. From 
Joha nn esburg we head eastwards and 
embark on a safari adventure in the famous 
Kruger National Park We travel through 
Swaziland and on to Zuluiand to see the 
award winning Hluhluwe Game Reserve. 
We see the soaring peaks of the Drakensberg Mou ntains 
and visit famous battle sites including Rorkes Drift seen in 
the film ’Zulu!’ Our tour ends in Durban ’The Miami of the 
Indian Ocean’. 


What’s Included: ★ Scheduled Bights from ^London to . 
Johannesburg and ret u rn from Durban to London 

* UK and South African airport departure taxes 

* 7 nights accommodation dr 7 continental breakfasts 

* I dinner * Baggage handling at hotels 

* Serv i ces of a tour escort in Strath Africa. 

* Transportation as per die irintfaiy A Hotel taxes 


Please send me the TiavttpLumnr South African Experience Brochure: 
Mr/Mrs/Miss Initial Surname 


Please return the coupon below to: Travelplanners. FREEPOST HB1949. Orpington, Kent BR5 3BR 


For more information please call 

0990 280083 

or fax your details to 0181 o59 2833 
(please quote tour name, code) 

or alternatively return the coupon 


Tour Code GSAl 
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Because we think the world of you 
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Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency - CAA approved 


worldwide attention to detail 


pins discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £38 • USA £29 • AFRfCA£31 • PAORCE40 • ASIA £27 
ISA CAR HIRE FROM £20 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAUDRMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AUfffflCA BROCHURE 


.■oi esr.siH, are cpnn f.lon-Fr: Iro— . 9-7pn • Sal B-Bem * Sun ID-Gsm 
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QANTAS/BRITISH AIRWAYS TO AUSTRALIA 

FROM £645 RETURN 
A CHOICE OF STOPOVERS AVAILABLE 
PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


t. CftUOEf. 




For (be real tamtam on worldwide 
travel, TtaHfinders is your one stop 
travel shop. 

TV aB f to rf ers offere more low cost 
ffigrts to more desttaaUoiis than 
anyone. Experts ta airfares since 
1970, wb can taHor-mato yow wry 
own package wBb np to 65% dsconnt 
oo hotels and car tore worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAlLFl’iDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-93S 3366 ANYTIME 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel: 

First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European; 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
WoiWwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 Sauchtehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58 Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 

First & Business Class: 


LONDON W86FT 
0171-938 3366 
LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-9383939 
0171-9383444 
LONDON W86BO 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 68S 
0121-2361234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 

GLASGOW G23EH 

0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-939 3434 


Trai Ifinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of usl 


special Interest Holidays 



Some books 

CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE. 

This one can 

CHANGE EVERYBODY'S. 


. To .find out bow you can join an 
Ea rt h w atch team prov k fing ftnh 
and assistance on over 130 
environmental and cultural 
projects worldwide, get the 
Earthwatdi Inst i tute Expedition 
Guide. Cal DIB65 31 1 600 with 
your credit card or send a 
cheque for 0.50, made payable 
‘ to Earthwatdi, to 
: EARTHWATCH FREEPOST 


• C.Hiir • SfcIH • 30UW4* Ktt. t 


JOURNfY 
> LATIN v 
AMERICA^ 

ferndGn^iBepb^n 

0181 7478315 

SdwhiW flights 

0181 7473108 
MuchestaBnadi 
0161 8321441 

Ask for our FREE magazine 

jc«THrvi*i}njmencLr o. uk. 

uunmooLim unug 


Travel Services 


FREE 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
AT LUNN POLY 

Free insurance with any samner'98 overseas 
holiday costing £299* or more per person. 
For details ask at any Lnnn Poly Holiday 
Shop or call ns on ©0990 81 II Itf 


tiffin Poly 

4 better way to getaway 


AH*as » sunvnei '90 masses hoWaye a OuralJai 13 ! 14 ] to 1 ? tor* or*/ 

tan Of man pet pmoi an long had hotuays Oltet cma bo c ombine d wta 
BTrr dnef ptoncaenal ol« a Hcoum aptbM tu rem ban ki ngs arty ana a 
wftjee uaveiisonitv flxies Open Morvf n » S 30 Saib-S Ucak ouvged 31 

sm u n rl nunul cair me Fi# oeafe amastSs n ihopa 



For tkcidanit 
of World Offers 
colt m 3 now on: 

0345 2221 H 

Hook kij 
Januanj ’*18 


Fares are rerun from London and 
subtea to avail ability and vml periods 
may vary. Includes taxes coma at time 
at goin| 10 press, 
lersev - fore £ 59 / tax CIO. 

Washington - fare EMS/cax £ 44 , 

South of France - foie ClQS.’ax LI 7 . 

Athens -(are £ 125 / 0)1 £ 24 . 

Car hire based on lowest group. 

For deoils sec ITV Teletext p 3 B 0 , your 
navel agent. Brush Airways Trawl Shop 
or hook and pay at cur Web toe 
wwtidxifish-airvaysjjHn 
World Offers 

BRITISH AIRWAYS J 

.The world's Favourite airline / 



_ rwsrf 

se Best Value Camping. & Mobile Home 
Holidays tit Hu rope 

’ *>“/£ Kocm liom our .-V.lnsiw luviirv Mobile 

i li iSt B d * 


■•or • s .)i 4 ’N-Jronin iupciTcms on over 
iOOo: i.uu.pc- *ii» v-r t.nnjJsiU'h T.'l e 
iv.i. wc.‘Ks 'ii [tine lioni ..nh LZW to; 2 

| S i 395 S.5iS5 .mi.' T •.‘hfUi'.t i. includin': 



^ * hitti- 1 S'*/? 

V w - BOOK DIRECT! 

2,000 PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 

Chateaux* VStes A Patm Houses, 
many with pools 

. Conages • Studkw • AparttnwnB 

• FarifyKowta- Mobile Homes 

• Bad & Smmdaais * Guv Breaks 

AH redone of Franco. 

Free sre PC Cctour Brochure 
Tel: 01484 682503 


I 01242 240 310\ 

tyf&j 


0124 2 240 310 \ 


MOUACAR - Mountain vdlng * 1 ow- 
(ooMng Mod. Dot villa In 3 quiet 
acres. 5 mins beaeh/resaurents. 
Sips 6 (3 ensuna Dads). Lux. 
latch, alrcon. lane, TV HOT. 3 ter- 
races. gdn, pooL £SOO/p<e June- 
SepL TeWax + 34 50478823 . 
YEAR-ROUND ALTERNATIVE holi- 
days. Alpujarre region. Southern 
Spain. Ma^imcsnl ageing, moun- 
taktt. camala, pool, ganfona. per- 
sonal dovstopmom counres. 
( 01494 ) 7 B 272 S. 

CASAS CANTABRICAS KoOQays b> 
BeaiiWul & Uitspam Spain A Por- 
tugaL Broch. 01223 328721 AITO 
RONOA. Large eU farmhouse with 
POOL Tah 0181 340 4480 
ANDALUOA cowmy coos, nvwtse 
in nature reserve. Ideal country 
lovers. Tel/Fax 01892 668090 
COSTA BRAVA/ DO RADA Vitas ft 
apa many with pools. SunulOCt 
ABTA V 7278 Brochure 01 SI 707 

B794 

ANDALUCiA. Ca st illa La Manets. 
Distinctive ft exceptional country 
properties with private pools in 
wonderful rural locations ft exclu- 
sive Sotogrande. Iftos Travel 
01408 259788 f 2 Uim) ATOL 1452 
AITO 

VINTAGE SPAIN; Country houses 
wKh pools In unspoilt areas ol 
Catafunya and Andahida. 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA 
ANDALUCIA. Village house, f* 
mountains & sea. Greet wallt- 
foa/wMlHe. Sips 4 / 5 . 01457 
883559 


Activity 

Holidays 

for 6-18 year olds 


Eteapr tht ou bub-eon wi th our 
wuqvr rang* <4 rural farmHoura. 

Awuiy vWm «*iiA f* mb dnJ 
tiyuarr atoll tuarli in utupi'ili 
LtCJBJM Oaatghttt Amfofocw and 
UaUorea PhaficrMe 'Wamtrmx' 
MidaKi and taH-tt-nadr opanns 

0181 995 9323 

um visit ftroLiss «rru 


ACTION HOLIDAYS tor 5 ID 1 5 year 
olds t lo 4 stall mao Tetepnone. 
01706814554 

ADVENTURE ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 
for 8 - 1 7 yrs. Somerset/ScoUand. 
Brochure eeaenuel 01748 
812307 


1-847-4748 


WAKEir . 

TO THE , i 

.: REAL > 

GREECE' ; 

NEW DESTTNATIONS ■. 

■ Cttrjjt — Kasriopi, Kabntti, ’• 
San Slefraos, /Co m ment 1 
• EtimuU on Crete •' 

■ Vasnli/poa on Zokyntbor 

v«stianorelioournodHond /: 

•togas on Rhodes, fOM. Lmor / - 
Porga, LeRada and Zakt/snos ‘ . 
. anaconnovanaigepaMfag 
' nouaoge In Lesw& and Hand. . 

- soUng nondags off Lefioda 

rexl mm an B c ve odngs In * 

. LfodM.Our trodSonal rfUas • : 

. 6 apartment* mo only j 

- , a phono coS cwog -_ -■ 





CATALONIA 

SPAIN 

aSL31C 

QoaUCy ViBas ^ 


SPANISH HARBOUR 

0117 986 0777 



Look closely- There's no hidden 
extras in our return fares. 


AMSTERDAM 

BELFAST 

BERGEN 

BRUSSELS 

COLOGNE 

COPENHAGEN 

DRESDEN 

DUBUN 


from £79 rm 
from E69rtn 
from £199 rtn 
From £79rtJi 
from El 05 rtn 
from £149 itn 
from £2 19 rtn 
from £79 rtn 


EDINBURGH* 

FRANKFURT 

GLASGOW 

NICE 

OSLO 

PALMA 

PRAGUE 

ZURICH 


from £99 rtn 
horn £129 rtn 
from £69 rtn 
from £129 rtn 
from £159 rtn 
from £123 rtn 
from £149 rtn 
from £129 rtn 


Return fores from London Heathrow, including foxes. 

Other fores are also available from East Midlands. 

Leeds Bradford, Teessde, Edinburgh, Glasgow. Belfast and Dublin. 

Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 

0345 554554 

or book on the Internet httpV/wvrwiflyhritishrakllandxom 

Oh British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


Fans quot'd rabWe on serened dates **» ffcgnn 10 j^nalxSry 

trawl must -KhiOe a S-iiwm* tV^n soy Fares ll» anil tongn Irwtd 
ores lewxsnqe r»es m raryt • 14 days advam Bootutq rntwrol far Belfast. 
EduhMqti aid Sup* a> ahnud fare level Cilb are treaded. 


The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 

Simon Colder & Homn OBnen 


Holidays Afloat Overseas 


A new adventure every day. 



meaning The Land 

RonrwTOF 01 ShmiJ)g Water9 ' 
B rA1Lr £ Hardly surprising. 
riOAA considering Its 

_y oyyi 400.000 

850670 Only 7 Vz hours 

orvfatt away every day, all 

"“GSBS Z* round with 

mmkAd iM i h. cML Air Canada — 

- which operates 

more non-stop flights 
from the UK than any other carrier - 
Ontario is the Ideal fly/drive Ca nadian 
destination with easy access to the 
beautiful forests, the spectacular 
shoreline and the magnificent canyons 
of the north. /JN 

Toronto has lots to 

offer, including i 3 -- a :■ : r a 
fabulous night Avr'r Ljn T 

life, cuisine and W I/ a «V 
more chic Canada. 

boutiques than you could shake a credit 
card at, while Ottawa. Canada's capital 
not only has 13 museums and galleries 
but thrilling Whitewater rafting nearby 
on the Ottawa River. Outdoor lovers 
will discover the Muskoka Lake District 
and canoeing In Algonquin Park, not 
forgetting simply superb fishing in 
Northern Ontario. 

Oh. and there's also Niagara Falls. 
With all this - and more than 
$2 Canadian to the pound - why wait 
any longer? 


Canada 

Discover our true Nature. 















































THE INDEPENDENT 
Saturday 
3 [ANUAP.Y I'^S 


8/TRAVEL 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


u.k, overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


France 


Relaxed Discovery 
& Adventure Holidays 


Take a voyage of discovery through idyllic 
country France on foot, by bike, or by c anoe 
(with your bags moved for you). Choose from 
twelve contrasting regions, from Burgundy to 
Provence, »nd Crtnn the Loire to the Alps. 

There are holidays just energetic enough to give 
you an appetite for the next great meal, with 
plenty of more challenging options too. You’ll 
see the splendours for which France is famous. 
Bat along your path, we’ll help you discover 
tucked away landscapes i m mortalised by the 
world’s greatest artists, and taste dishes that 
have inspired the world’s greatest cirismes. And 
you'll see a greater variety of wild Down's, birds 
and butterflies than you ever thought possible. 

Phone now for your 1998 brochure. 


H^DWATTFL 

01606 813340 

Mb ATOL 2412 


INDIVIDUAL TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


800 traditional French 
homes from £500 
(per property) for two 
weeks seif-catering, 
including sea crossing. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REF: F803 



k m Villas & 

Cottages 

FREE m rout# ho 



FREE earouM total 
•Coast * country 
•Bony wfbi pools 
BROCHURE: FREEPHONE 

0500 303130 

Quote BR9M 

AltO MTU ATOL — 


A superior choice 
i of traditional French 
holiday properties. 

- FKE COLOUR BTOOIQBE 
I RING (0990) 14368 L 
; QUOTE REF: POM * 

i VACANCES EJ1 
\ CAMPAGNE 

! WM OCLMU 





f* 

fatal stUae* i 

ranee I 

New 1998 
colour brochure 

01455 852 235 

QUOTING DIF402 




Super Sites 

Mobile Homes 
■Top Coastal Sites 
•W. Coast & Med 
•Lon Prices 

PHONE FREE FOR 
BROCHURE ON 

0500 404140 

Quote SS98-I 

aito mia »TOL — 


CYCLING 

WALKING 

Hotel co hotel tours, 
with luggage carried. 

Or angle centre holidays. 

01797 223 777 

BELLE FRANCE 

ATOL MM i* 


Giles de France 
cottages 

Q Self -catering 



Villas and cottage %, by 
rtve sea or wrtk pools. 
Britton)!, Dordogne/." 
Provence & more | 

For Obt biuclmzv ring* 1 

0161 707 8704 


SUNSELECT VILLAS 


HOTEL TOURS B & B- 10 Days 
£289 Inc. ferry /shuttle S break- 
down cover. Auto Plan 01543 
257777 

BONNES VACANCES! 1998 
Brochure out nowl Save EE's, 
book Sheet with owners! 660 eetl 
contained A B&6 props- Travel ft 
Insurances. 01306 885556. 

S.W FRANCE. Quality vfflaa A cot- 
tages. mnnt with pools. Country- 
side - nr. beaches- Francophile 
Bonded. 015394 31880. 

FRANCE NORD. Pas-de- Calais. 
Picardy. Paris, Uosalle, Brittany, 
Loire. Holiday homes and short 
breaks. 0121 353 S4S7 ABTA 

LOT VALLEY GORGE. 7 superb 
cottages ( 5 with poofs). Sfps 2-8 
In secret S. France. Tel: Paul 
Pococfi (0033) 565488291. 

BRITTANY. Exclusive cottages, 
farmhouses, vtttas. Country Cot- 
tages In Franca: 014S5 BS2 235 
quoting UMG2 

DORDOGNEAJOX Exclusive cot- 
tages. farmhouses, vfflaa. Coun- 
try Cottages In France: 01455 852 
235 quoting UF401 . 

PROVENCE & COTE D’AZUR 
Selection o! quaflry properties (or 
4-t4 people. AH year availabtfdy. 
£900-C4000pn.011B9 402620 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
irilh private pools In hidden 
South-Wasl 01954 261431 AI70 


City Breaks 



Africa 



Luxurious, remote lodges 
Walking, canoeing, riding and 
vehicle safaris with the very best 
guides Superb wildlife. 
Adventure with comfort Call us 

. to create vour ideal safari 

Tet:(01B04) 628979 Fax: 639879 
66RaweSunftJ H UiaaUft M l 5EC 


EXCLUSIVE 



GAPE TOWN WIN ELANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 
A unique selection of Classic 
Hotels. Game Reserves and 
Charm mg Homes a Gardens. 
F)f«irt» xU *rea (figbB lo Durban 
i jpe Town. lofaaimBburg. Harare 
South African Affair mol HI* 
VI HBtNnft float. London W6 S0H 


0171-381 5222 


YOUR Aikica 

S A FA R I 


Luxury hotels, 

vilLu and Bator- 

made safaris in 
Soudi Africa, 
Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, 
Zambia. Malawi 
exit, vov 

01244 355881 
AFRICA 

CONNECTION 

Lu.tf Trat.l „ >4. ip...4lnj 



Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN: Mallorcan 8 
Menorean farmhouses with pools 
In unspoilt areas, near coast 
01954 281 431. ATTO ATOL 2787 


Caribbean 


AAAH CUBA! 0181 881 3812 Irrmr- 
changa ATOL2429 


Corsica 



An bland of nwlow far i 
ptefc% fi pine forasts. 
oystal daar river* waterfalls 
and bMlMM nduM beadles. 

Small ft Friendly Auberget 
Mountain mm CtaMk Hotels 
BeatfnkJe Apartmems 
Private Villas Fly -drive Cycling 
5 n Humbert Road, London W6 *OH 
aiosu xrorsttB 


01 71-385 8438 


Corsica 


or sica 


Tkr Mediterranean' r bat-kept 
mm an Island of glorious 


bub mute. untarnished by miss 
tourism VUUu tab pools, seaside 


rrytuh batch. pbaflesMe 
'Wandering' holidays. 

0181 995 9323 

ASTI VISIT 170 L ]*M ATTO 



i of 20 Hotels 

ana Apartments- Hy Drive, 
Car nun. Direct Hights- 
I Co ntact your agent or 
■JHrTouRrsMErewm 

0171 495 6877 


FOR MEDITERRANEAN; FURLS '93 


VOYAGES [LENA - yes Corsica la 
wonderful - and wa do hove the 
widest choice ol private vfflaa. 
cottages and genuine hotels In 
lovely scenery. See our magnifi- 
cent new brochure: 0800 783 
9025 Aito I Mot 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA. BUDAPEST 3 
Slovakia. Central pensions, 
hotels 8 apta. Catchers <01 706) 


CZECH REPUBLIC. Hungary. 
Poland, The Baltic Stales. Slova- 
kia. Romania and Vienna. Wide 
choice of traditional quality 
hotels, flexible duration short 
breaks, multi-centra hofidays All 
In one brachura. Ini ra Travel 0171 
323 3305 ATOL 2392 ABTA V81 84 
PRAGUE- Luxury private apart* 
and B8B (O ram. Exceptional 
value, all assistance given. 07000 
7822 75. 

PRAGUE, Budapest, Vienna. Berlin 
A Krakow: Low hotel prices from 
C14 pp & flights tram 
rise fine, tax) (Agent ATOL 1245]. 
Sumner Chalets in Slovenia. Slo- 
vakia A Czech from E217 per 
' week. Auto Plan 01 543 25777 


Germany 


BLACK FOREST. Bavena. Eltet ft 
also Switzerland A sustria. Hotels 
(El 8 pp) Apartments t ram £266 
pw Auto Plan 01 543 257777 
GERMANY - Dally low cost flights 
and hotel accommodation. All 
motor credit cards. Please call 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 


Greece 


I Greek Islands Club 

Villa hofidays far 
those who want 
to escape the crowds 
In style and comfort. 

PaXCS • fTHACA- CSW jIXZA 
ZMYN1H05*KtTHRA 4C0WU 
SnnH0S>SM3l^>AlJ0NS50S 
For a brochure telephone j 

01932 220477 

http7/www,vcfixoaJk/vi1aV I 

ABTA V»n ATOL MB AITO I 


Greece 


FOlC 



hospitality. Canary cottages, 
villas wok pools, quality 
apartmems and famUy-nm 
hauls In unspoUr locatkmi. Pbs 
flexible 'Wandering' holidays 

0181 995 9323 

ABinvun xmtwsuro 


LEFKADA ever inspiring Ionian 
Island. We are a small operator, 
ottering only the highest quality, 
exclusive acc omm odation- From 
Luxury VBas with pools to water- 
front apartments. Two Travel 
Industry Awards 1997. Broch Tel: 
0158078500a ABTA AITO ATOt- 
MAINLAND GREECE -ZAGORIA. 
4a stane-buHL tradtlaral villages. 
Mountains, ravines, waterfalls - 
wild flowers everywhere. Slay in 
award winning 'Retreat 1 Inns. Ry- 
drives, walklngrtrefcklng. photog- 
raphy. painting and Alexander 
Technique. Brochure tel: 01580 
78SOOO. ABTA. AITO. ATOL 
SWATH OS. Pell on. Skopekra. 
Alomssos, Mykonos. Paros. 
Artjparos A Santorini. Superb vil- 
las. apes 6 hotels, most vrith sea 
views- Expert & friendly service 
from Sk lath os Travel Lid. now in 
our 201h yr. 0181 940 5 1 57 ATTO 
ATOL 1680. 

SPRING FLOWERS Breathtaking 
wens & empty beeches. Discover 
Western Crete from sic village 
houses. Pure Dele Tel 0181 780 
0879 ATOL AITO 

CRETE. SKIATHOS. SKOPELOS. 
Personalised Villa Holidays. 
Broch: 01889 877938 ATOL 2679 
GHECOFILE/FILO XENIA Escape 
Packages' Mainland & Unusual 
Islands. Villas, lours, fly-drive. 
Since 1 979 we 'vs been unpack- 
aging the packages (or the «s- 
cemlngl Alol Aito 01422 375999 
MAINLAND GREECE IS really mag- 
nificent - lovely beaches, moun- 
tains. 1 wests io explore. A wide 
choice of comfortable private vil- 
las, cottage* and hotels In our 
magnificent new brochure. Voy- 
ages liana 0800 783 9025 
Aito/ Atm. 

A QUIETER OPTION to PaxoB. 
Lefkas. Zakynihos. Kefalonia. 
Parga. Stoupa and Crete. A qual- 
ity selection ol private villas, 
beachstde a pen S small hotels. 
For our 1996 brochure cah 0171 
233 5233 Greek Options ATOL 
4245. 

CRETE. Carefully selected small 
tarrfly run ace. in W. Crete. Trans- 
fers by taxi ar car me. Brake to 
CRETE. ATOL 4597. 01622 

830004 


onian 


Paxes, Corfu. Leflus. MqpAiri, 
Ithaca, Crpfaxlodls. Zakynttos 
Qu msaxenth tUy Greek hotUayx 
awry from the mmnstntom. 
Private villas waft pools, hauls 


locations by the sea and inland. 

0181 9959323 

ABTA VMS? ATOL l«S AITO 


India 



Italy 


CrmJA's ITALY 

Offering you all 
that is best in 
ITALY for over 
70 years. 

for a copy of ear /W8 
MamerCdibmdaBmdssaet 
jiume quoting Ref fNDIfi 

01235 824354 

(Media 


afliBV<M ini.l' MMftJ 



USA 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOMES 

Coastal 
lakeside and 
Inland homes 
throughout 
New England. 
FREE 116 PAGE BROCHURE 
(0990) 143686 <24 Hrx) 
Quote Ref. AML 

ATOL 203 



CAPE COD NEW ENGLAND A VER- 
MONT. Superb family resorts ft 
private houses. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V7278 Broch 0161 
707 8794 

DISNEY /FLORIDA Luxury 3 bed, 2 
bath villa In pine trees. Large 
heeled pool, cable TV. Close to 
tennis, horse rdg. golf. Tal 01 Bi 
341 6718 

Switzerland 1 


HOTELS ft CHALETS at very rea- 
sonable prices bom E25 pp. 
Apartments hom E324 gw. Auto 
Plan 01543 257777 


Italy 


n 


p Pbrtugal I 


Adventure & 
Comfort 

o 

Relaxed adventures. 
Friendly comfortable 
hotels .Excefleni regional 
midiv , France ■ Europe 
and tbe Med • Pnrraoce 
Burgundy • Loire 
Auvergne • Pyrenees 
Alps . Corsica « Tuscany 
Umbria • Le Marche. 
O- 

HEDWAIeK. 

01606 813321 

ATOL 2412 


1 .400 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt Italy 


Discover Tuscany & 
Umbria on a guided 
walking or cycling 
holiday. Experience 
pretty medieval towns, 
beautiful countryside, 
local cuisine and stay hi 
friendly, comfortable 
hotels. Ring new for your 
1998 colour brochure. 

M^DWAEFUt4* > 




Cottages 

co Casdesl 

s^hc 

(i/tnfee ('affect fon 

TUSL'ANY*UMBRIA 
VENFTO- COMO 
NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA 
Villus sleeping from 
2 - 22 people 

199S Brochure out IU3U' 


v illas and apartments 
in Itahi prettiest regions. 
FRH COLOUR BROCHURE JUNG 
(0990) 143683 QUOTE loss 

V/CANZE IN ITALIA 



mi- xosp nua 


r Dt«, Coonfeyodfl & Co©!^ 
.Aecon^Nasdef&e. 
Priioh yfls, tolia, fandnne. 



ITUSGANY UMBRIA 

& Grastal Regions m Italy 

tadieWPiiraeWbs 



,wthpool,cbamting 

fodrieebeBduys. 

Coobsr, hoBdayspbssborilrt^s 
to Florence, VeniasmtdRome. 

0181 995 9323 

ABTA »1 137 AX0414EL ATTO 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Very epacfal 
farmhouses, villas ft Ap* « j * 

around enchaiflnB modtaral San 

Gimignano butween Florence ft 
Siena. >998 broch. 0181-422- 
9218 

SJTALY-LECCErPUGLIA. Flat In 

recently rmrtorod nao-daaslc 
vBa, Bleeps 2. available «B yaet 
Tbl 0039 832 3S1 131 

LAKES MOUNTAINS ft BEACHES. 
Wide range of hoWe ft and rap- 
ing throughout Italy Including 
Elba ft Slcfly at very reasonable 

prices. AU» Plan 01 S43 257777 

VENICE: VENETIAN APART- 
MENTS has 8 range of private 
ante to tot Ateo Florence, Rome, 
Verona. Veneta. TW: 0181 

B7B1130. Fax: 0181 

8780982. emaH Venice @ 
dkconxo.uk 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY Ftadbte ffy- 
d rives to Tuscany ft Umbria. 
Character BB accora. Plus Sfcfty, 
Lakes mid Cnleo. 0181 847 4748 
AITO ATOL 608. 

ITALIAN COLLECTIONS Tuscany, 
Umbria. Marche. Abtuzzo. Sar- 
dinia. Roma ft Vbnlce. Beeutfhd 
Farmhouses ft coltagas with pri- 
vafa swimming pools^ In unrivalled 
rural locations. Mas Travel 01403 
258788 (24his) ATOL 14S2 ATTO 

ALL SOUTHERN ITALY Sardinia 
Slcfty aalectad vfllas tarme hotels 
pooM 01 894 7221 S3 Atof Ado 

TUSCANY/SICILY Select propar- 
Oea In excellent locaUons. poale 
etc. Col Brochure 01539 431 120 
ABTA VT333. 

INVITATION TO TUSCANY Roman- 
tic cottages ft luxurious vHlas to 
let In soma of the tevelles* araae 
of Tuscany. Tel: 0171 803 7111 or 
0121 429 5018 

TUSCAN BORDER Spacious, 
restored Farmhouse. 6km Lake 
Trastanano. Excellent 360 degree 
views. Seduded. Easy Florence. 
Siena. Montepulclana. From 
£275. Tet/Fax 01243 528 121 



r^Don't fo? 

^ co mention^ 
% The /ndeftenc 
%when replying 
■%xo adverts 



QtofityvIbsMMgtt* 

H^gntfkort OtMtAn. >ada 

Brim m«kUo« rimwrtauu 

tha gforfsos. onv«M urojnUe. 

Most prepwde* tare porffc - 
Ml MHO ALGARVE 
SiNYltA AlWrejO 
Sf7 rtxnbolt Road. London WfiBOH.. 
uarm xworw* 



7>ah MMtai vflbx wM 

ladoksd 
irflowr Afir 



Algone. Pbe JUxOis 1 

MUoptmddtyb rwAx. 

0181995 9323 

intTun xrocutt tm 


ALGARVE rural peace tux vtKa, 
lovely mountain view. pooL gnh. 
bbq, i5aMss ooaaL 8 bcHol Aval 
1BA4-12Sep. Tab 01Z73 739 120 

TRULY UNSPOILT COASTAL VIL- 
LAGE. Unique manor, sleeps 4- 
10. POOL 01832 278396. 

[wwwjixta291 0-demon. cojifc/poc 
turwunnk) for brochure. 

SuNVIL DISCOVERY Flexible fly- 
drtvee North to South. Character 
BB Perused es. Manor Houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 847 

4748 ATTO ATOL 808 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages 
with pools In unspoilt North, 
Minho and Oouro, near coast 
01954 261431 ATTO ATOL 2787 
ABTA 


Russia 


INDEPENDENT TRAVEL packages. 
Air leros. groups. INTERCHANGE 
0181 681 3612 ATOL 2429 


Sardinia 


SARDINIA wftti Voyages llena an 
island of stunning beaches and 
mgRUcant scenery. Our megoif- 
Icem new brochure has a wide 
choice of prtvaw vMas, apta. 
hotels simple ft de luxe. 0800 783 
9025 ARo/AtoL 


South America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Costa Rica. 
Guatemala. Ecuador + Cuba 

add-on. Hlghty flexible hKSvlduBl 

tours ft flydrtve*. Jungta lodges, 
nature reserves. 01 BI B47 4748 
ATTO ATOL 808 



UK Travel 





AT OVER 1200 LOCATIONS 


PRICES PER PROPERTY PER WEEK 


• Scotland 


Itani £107 •NoritHk/Suffonc mm£114 


• Ntmnumfrertandmw £142 •WescCoun&y fnm£117 

• Yortehlre Dales im £109 


DISCOUNTS FOR 
2 PERSONS 

FUsL. LINEN. ETC INCLUDED 


• late District m»Eii5 

• Peak District mm £136 


•wales 


from £107 


• COtSWOidS from £107 •Mtalldlnc.f(nrifnin£209 


1:01756 702200 


168 PACE COLOUR BROCHURE 
lines open SanvSpm Siw.-Rl 9an»-7pm Sat 



IT’S THE 

ONLY 

Broch u re 

YOU'LL NEED 


• Orrr ^iuEit uiniOP ip 
du»tc trim rhrcui,-huul 

Bnurntt IrcbmJ 
■ ILL7, ,J jWi|<n.piiflli4L 
Hufthrt Irooi O' wi wrxk Juki 
Uu |»r sbun Brat, pa- 

•’y fon nvu* 

Cotmrrv msvowp* 

MCiWOOMK 

Holidays -.-•■•• -r> w 


07455 852505 


U K. & EMERALD 
COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 


REWISUBSOCffinE-OUTIOVl 


AnBft. Kent Sussex. CotswoM 

Dcnet; Somers^ Devon, 
Comwal * ketandpricMles 

than UK nvtn tockxttig «n 

01758 
.902325, 


ALL INSPECTED. Recommended 
dream cottages throughout the 
UK. Brochure: 01751 475547 







SK 


English Country 
Cottages 



AM UNRIVALLED 
choice in Eiigland'i 
loveliest ireai. 
Free 43d pjge 
colour brochure. 

Kino 
( 09901 891111 
TE EWXJX 04Hnt| 


sykes cottages 


Superb arttapes in NortJiumbrii. The 

Ibrtahire Dales b Moon. Borden. 



Stvopdnre. 

• '* 01244 345700 


Devon & Cornwall 


English Country 
Cottages 

An unrivalled 
\ [ choice riuougfaout 
Devon. 

Free 436 pxpr 
colour brochure. 

Ring 

(0990)851111 
REF. EV743g i;4Hnl 



Cornish Traditional , 
Cottages 



Selt-carerme i-rera/sc-. 
on huh coal- 
of 

-rod on 5crn> 

Fur >tniT FK EE brochure 
IW.WE 

0990 134967 



BUNGALOWS APT. pool. Sea vlaw, 
beach, travel help. 01624 835660 


FOWEY/POLFUAN. Charming 
walerslde cottages. Superb 
views. Central Heating. Dinghies 
available. Pets welcome. 01579 
344667 

COflMSH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
1998 b«31 ever hill colour 
brochure 01756 71X2201 

BEER. Devon ft Dorset. Over 150 
quality properties in coast & 
country locations Jean BarflMt 
Cottage Holidays D 1297 20973 
p4 hra). 

DEVON Specialise. Choose from 
over 430 collages 01 455 852505 
AIC202) 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE 10 the 500 
be« vah» cottages In Devon 
101271)376322 

CORNWALL Specialists. Choose 
hom over 35Q cottages. 0I45S 
85ES05 1UC205) 


Devon & Cornwall 


Ireland 


Scotland 


GLEN 1YN, LYNMOUTH 
NORTH DEVON 

Ix^s Jims. SMttenx Tntiuiiidllrr 

1 Jill "■ imilli n.1url*Jf J 

ifuiuu-rt.. n a '•q-.-rli wnan; 
luuux -n>-.-i p«y>-- '••re K-xli 

4-/vrxur trJ. liintr- ft-T- jfl-J 
«-jrm umJi.-r 0- -v h>.-jarc 
An hkwl MU , if ha<* ,tr aw 
note of Ito.lriir 

Telephones 01598 753207 
Postcode EX35 6ER 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLOS SpedaHso. Choose 
tram over 160 cottages. 91465 
852220(1X106) 


Airport Parking 


Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A MAGICAL choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry, 
Cork, Clare & Galway. 
Free full colour brochure. 
RrNG (0990) 851166 
Quote cwi so u« Hnj 

O* WUTTTO 

COWTFY CCriTACH PI IblLAMQ. 

Dm. GWl8aF.O.Box«. 
Eml Shilton. Lbcistoi, liv *zr 



The Lake District 


Country Cottages 
in S c o t l a nd 

Exceptional holiday 
properties in the most 
bea unfed areas of ScodamL 
FREE n P/WE couxm BROCHUP E 
RING (0990) 1511)5 
QUOTE SW21 1(24 Hre) 
On WMre. Oxtjtxt Corrxou 
In Scotuinu. Dm. swan. 

PO B-Jt I*. Ea»i SHlUiiK. 
Lucuru li*ict. 



HEATHROW E4.95 per day. Free 
parking alter 14 days. Max charge 
E6BJ0 up to 100 doys Secure 
Parking 0181 B13B130 


f 


'iOBKSHBE'S DAL^S 

MOORS and COAST - 


Dorset 


Superh w?2/ 
enterinpheUday 
oa ; Ji;« in 
rjra! i coj.lnl 


POOLE ft DORSET. Over 100 of 
v-best holiday homes in diolcsst 
spots Inc S/yid bunks PenfnsulaA 
Poole Harbour. Humsey Holiday 
Homea 01202 707357 
FARM COTTAGES Idyllic location. 
TeL 01258 860558 brochure. 



selection 

of great value self catering 
cottages, houses ana 
lodges by the sea in beautiful 
Dumfries & Calloway. 

RKL COLOUR BROOKIRE 

C. M. IH0M5QN ft 00. 

27 Ore Strea, Cade Ooodos. DC7 IAB 
Tet 01556 594030 Poe 61556 503277 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK / SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Cottages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01756 702205 

AMAZING value East Anglia cot- 
tages. New 108 page colour 
brochure. 01 756 702240 
NORFOLK/ Suffolk efe properties 
quaSty at koen prices. No charge 
lor pals. Coast ft Country Holi- 
days. 01953 604480 Fax 604685 
NORFOLK Country Cottages. Qual- 
ity choice of over 100 holiday 
properties. Sip 2-10 Tel 01603 
871872 


HILLTHWAJTE HOUSE, Winder- 
mere. Thom barrow Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms ensulte 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) SalaF 
llte TV. reamaklng, Sauna Ty»a 
Siaam Room and healed Indoor 
pool solely far our guests' use. 
2nlghta. Scouras dinner B&B 
incLVAT only £99. 3nlghts only 
£130. frochwm 01538443838 

LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01758 702208 

EDEN yours lo discover. England's 
Green & Pleasant Land In the 
Heart of 2 National Parks 
(Lakae/Dales). Free accomoda- 
tion guide. Eden Tburiem 01271 
336067 


freedom 

Scotland 


JHfamfioiAes 
^|lor LxrJsn & coupler. 

|BLME5 COTTAGES 

C quote code D1B604 T 


Ireland 


Norfolk 


.£199 


EMERALD COTTAGES 


MUZMGVMUE- 
7MGHTFSKT- 
HOUSHEPBCE 

IR» RWTY OF 2 IUS BABTI 
Cork. Kerry. Galway. Mayo. dare. 
Umerick. Wlddaw. WaterfOra. 
Wexfbrd. Tipperary. Deneori. 
SOoo. offtfy ft Romaxnman. 
19BB BROCHURE -OUT 



IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1998 
the premier choice. 300 individ- 
ual cottages all tourist board 
approved. Farmhouses and 
hotels, boating holidays and 
horee drawn caravans. Many wel- 
come pets. Call 01502 560 688 
(24 hre). 

The Irish Landmark Trust experi- 
ence a unique holiday - slay m a 
medieval miniature casttn, Geor- 
gian Dublin panelled merchant 
house or octagonal Bghthousa on 
the wilds of Wicklow Head. 
Brochure Ph: 00 353 1 6628423 
(24hra) Fax: 8628187 e-mall: 
landmark v&kiLie 

Octagonal Lighthouse on the wads 
of Wicklow Head. Its taflow can- 
das. flickering In the night, once 
guided the ships through the 
darkened natars. Now available 
to the adventurous hohdaymeker. 
Brochure The Irish Landmark 
Trust Ph: 00 353 1 6828425 124 
hre) Fare 6S2B187 e-mail: land- 
mark r^kiLle 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 288 select 
individual cottages In superb 
locations. Disc Fares. AITO. Col 
Bro 01823 881060 

400 INDEPENDENT COTTAGES. 
Book til rod with owners. Free 
Brochure - Sdiweirs 01271 
338028. 

IRELAND SpodeOsts. Choose from 
over (10 cottages. 01455 852220 
IUC107) 

SHAMROCK Cottages. 286 select 
individual cottages In superb 
locations- Disc Fares. AITO. CM 
Bro 01823681060 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

AA/SAC *** 

Blxtenr, Nr. Holt, Norfolk. 
Oucriookme hbtmal Trust Harbour. 
trediUMHl primely crenel (hardly 
bold milk Ml talrrom. GIL beared 
indoor pool spa talk, sarxasand rani 
5 >ol Rdu. waft. soiL pby pilf. 
aplnre tta Norfolk rilhpa. 
countryside and cron 
Midweek aad weekend breaks 
Special nridweeb rales Tor Scour 
CMxw 

Brochure: 01263 740797 


Country Cottages 
in Scotland 

Exceptional holiday 
properties in the most 
beautiful areas of Scotland. 
FKEE n FACE DOLOUR KtOCKUKE 
RING (0990) 651 133 
QUOTE SW211 (24 Hrs) 
Cu Warn: Couktty Cottiv&b 
In Scptlahip, Dm SV21L 
PO. Box: 18. Eaxl Skclton. 
Lncarm lt» 8zy. 



Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages. Northumbria, 
York Dales, Lakes, Peaks. Sykes 
01244 345700. 

couk/oykas 


The Peak District 



“PEAK COTTAGES." Quaflty sic 
accom In Derbyshire Dales ft 
Peaks. Brochure 01142 820777. 
PEAK DISTRICT SpadaHsta. 
Choose from over 250 cottages. 

01455 852S06 (UC204) 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY, Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (01256) 
703681. 

BRITAIN'S BEST Sett Drive Ner- 
rowboat HoSdeyn. widest choice. 
Beginners very welcome. Tal 
01906810097 

LAZY DAYS AFLOAT. Award- win- 
ning canal boats throughout 
Britain. Earfy booking ofiere. For 
Broehura W: (0121) 4452909. 


1 CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 1 

[Over 2,000 self-catering 
properties in all areas 
ftum luxury houses co 
croft cottages. 
Write or 
phone for 
.brochure: 

I 

IfV 

30 F re d eri c k Sl 
Edinburgh EH2 ZIR 

SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
lagas. 1996 colour brochure. 
Phone now II 01 756 702213 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT. 4 
bed Bleeps B. 2 baths, swimming 
pool ft private parking, gym ft 
sauna. W/end Friday- Monday 

£245. afso soma iraeka BvaUaU?. 
01968215314. 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE In qr*rt 
Dumfrekwhire conservation vil- 
lage. Sips 6. Lg garden STB 
Highly commended 5 Crowns. 
01048500256. 

DISCOVER SCOTLAND. Datlghtful 
s/c cottages nr Bosches, Lochs ft 
Moufttbns. Pete welcome. 01388 

SCOTLAND Special Isis. Choose 
from over 550 cottages. 01455 
852505 (LNC201) 


Wales 


Stop collecting brochures... 

5V4r/ eeffscJinp. memories 

450 luxury cottages voted __= 

"Best in Wales" with a 

welcome as warm as the sunshine. 

Coastal Cottages of 

Pembrokeshire 


Tel: 01437 76S765 



BARGAIN BREAKS GOWER. Idyl- 
lic 17C humhauee ansuite DB&B 
only ESI. Log firm.llc bar.01269 
595640 

PEMBROKESHIRE. Award winnlnB 
selection of quoltyAansIbly 
priced cottages. 01238 
88 129 7. Coast ft Country Cof- 


WALES Spedollsls. CTno&e from 
over 370 cottages. 01455 852505 
(UC203) 

ANGLESEY, SNOWDONIA. Ueyn. 
Menal Hofiday Cottages for 2-20. 
Brodwra 01248 717135 
N. WALES 1.000 cottages etc. 
Mann's. Shaw's, Snowdonia 
TbisteL 01758 701 702. 

ST. DAVIDS. Comfortable 3 bed- 
room cottage. 0181 7480043 


West Country 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

for West Country 
sen-carenng 
Huge rartetv ol over *50 
co races, houses, even a ton 
AH rivtdiy described & war rated 
Colour brochure 

01647 433535 

■rwn n ie iKcj pmo lAflrdpial JreidBp 

ifn 


It total j 

freedom 


BikaftsaftMaywt 
wtas yea wari. 



B LAKES COTTAGES 

WEST COUNTRY COTTAGES. Hol- 
iday properties In Coastal Moor- 
land, ft Waterside settings. 01826 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludlow. 3 night breaks from 
BSaCoiour Broch: 01 584 823208 


BRECON BEACONS 
HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Over 100 sell entering cottages in 
Brecon Beacon j/Blocf Mountains 
National Park. Some deep np 
Id 30. Many loss than 1250 per 
weak high season. 


W A11 S 


Z7rtr best itr 
self-catcrttii 

555 quafity cottages and 
brmhnitn throughout Wales 
tXtp/rtwKMlc-holMlytcojA 




O I 686 62S267 


"Yorkshire & The Dales 


DALES BEAUTIFUL RENNOVATED 
Slone Barm. Steep 4 to 17, pact 
welcome, brochure 0800 854309. 
YORK OVER 30% OFF. 2 Star 
Haworth Court Hotel Broch 
Ol 904 425156. 

NORTH YORK moors Not Park over 
150 hoBday cotts, fct Robtn Hoods 
Bay, Whitby ft Scarborough. 
01723 870703 

YORK OVER 30% off 2 star 
Haworth Court Hotel. Car park- 
ing. Broch. Tab 01804 425156 
SUPERB cottages, voder Dales. 
Northumbria, Lakes, Peaks. 
Sykes Cottages 01244 345700 

www|ilta.co.uk/syfcas 

/“Holiday^ 

Cottages 

In the 

Yorkshire Dales. York, Coast, 
Moon. Peak & Lake District 
Ota 200 ape stikaienng cstogw Wrte 
w pfona Ioidu Uy MtssaM bnxnn. 

tr(01756) 700872 

V Hoftlay Cottages Ybrtshn Lid . 
Wafer SrtB8!.S*JDlon(1?l / 
-North Yorksiwe. BD33 1 PB— / 


Self Catering UK 


HOSEASONS 

Country 

cottages 


Hand-picked cottages throughout 
Bn coin. Coastal, riverside and 
cuunoyside location-.. Some with 
swimming poob, games rooms, 
free colour brochure. 


01502 502 602. Quote C-1332 


Or ««e Ho , atom Kuhlnm. Dep« C4BJ: 
LtMvocrt. SbBoU mu: :lw 



Activity Hoh’days 


LEARN TO SWIM 
IN ONLY 2 DAYS 







TELEPHONE: 

(01437) 781061 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVIS FAILS TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

[NR CHESTER) FOP BROCHURE 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or £4.1 ! per line If both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear in 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday I Oam - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhulf@independent.co.uk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team. Gassified Advertising, 

The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf. London EI4 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. Private ADvsvnsERS only (two properties or less) 


Insertion dates: 
Classification:- 


I enclose a cheque for £. 


made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic 

or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account by £_ 

Card No: Expiry date 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address ~ ~ ~ " 


Tel No: Day- 

Signature — 


-Evening- 


For further details 

please caJI The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


inde EIKPEnt 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2336. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
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incies. 


The long 
and 

winding 

railroad 


The usual train from London to 
Manchester takes two-and-a-half 
hours to cover. 184 dull miles. But 
Simon Cbfcfertracked down a new, 
wayward addition to the schedules, 
which adds 150 ‘free’ miles plus 
eight or so hours, as it meanders 
around some of the loveliest 
scenery of England and VHfales. 

Poetry in motion. The stations chime by as 
the 3.13pm clatters along: from Qaphaxn to 
. Cwmbran, V&rminster Lo Leominster, Pon- 
typool and Prees to Piccadilly. And only a 
poet could have conceived so eccenbica ride 
as the W&terloo to Manchester “express". 
In a fit of poetic genius, Wales & West has 
devised the most wayward train in Britain. 
Hitherto there have been several ways of 
getting from the capital to Manchester, but 
until this winter none of them has involved 
travelling via Wales, or combined the 
cathedral cities of Salisbury and Hereford 
in. a single, impetuous journey. 

Here’s the plan. The train sets off from 
Waterloo on a south-westerly trajectory, ie 
away from Manchester. The two meander- 
ing carriages pause at Britain's busiest 
station, Clapham Junction, before setting 
off for a tour of the Ws: Wimbledon, Wok- 
ing, Warminster, Westbury. They even 
manage to pass through two stations called 
Whitchurch, separated by 150 rail miles. 

That’s the great thing about the new ser- 
vice: its mere existence means that a blat- 
antly unreasonable route has officially just 
become “reasonable". And because of a 
riffle in railway rules, standard ticket hold- 
ers can take as long as they wish, changing 
tr ains at wtli, and don’t even have to catch 
the 3. 13 train once. So you can devise a won- 
derfully rambling day-trip, like this one. 

Oh, and you don’t even have to begin 
at Wuerloo. As far as your ticket is con- 
cerned, London is an amorphous mass. 1 
could have begun at Charing Cross, Black- 
friars or London Bridge, but I chose to be- 
gin ar Victoria. At 532am the train sets off, 
gathering speed past the brutally illumin- 
ated Battersea power station.- T am head- ' 
ing due south. To Manchester. 

The train, though, says "‘Brighton”, so 
I abandon the garish Conn ex South Cen- 
tral yeDow as planned at Clapham Junction, 
and switch lo the Basingstoke express. 

I’d never thought much of Basingstoke 
before, bur that’s because I had never found 
myself with an hour to spare at the buffet 
on the platform. A wide spectrum of 
human life calls in on its way to work: stem- 
faced commuters, spilling coffee as they 



dash for the Loudon train, railway workers 
beading in the opposite direction none too 
hurriedly, and someone in the comer 
whose final destination is Manchester. 

Choreographing this melee is Peggy, who 
knows her customers as well as she knows 
her Brunch Muffin (a delicious compilation 
of cheese, sausage, bacon, tomato and egg 
stuffed within a single bap: with coffee and 
flapjack, a bargain at £2.99). As the 7.15 to 
Waterloo approaches, the radio scornfully 
plays the Kinks’ "Waterloo Sunset’. 

1 am in paradise. Dawn is well into its 
stride by the time Salisbury* drifts into the 
frame. Should you follow in my tracks, be 
advised that, in midwinter, Sam is the ide- 
al time to witness the mists around the 
cathedral softly melting; and be warned that 
the through train demonstrates a philistine 
tendency by failing to stop here. Choose 
one which does. Alight in thehalf-light, and 
you can brush against English history, past 
the remains of the County Gad and a hope- 
lessly half-timbered Odeon cinema, to the 
most beautiful Gothic structure in the coun- 
try, standing proud of the meadows that lap 
around her fine skirts. Check your progress 
on the oldest functioning clock in the world. 
conveniently attached to the north iransepL 

Despite having ticked more than 500 
million times in the past 600 years, it seems 
to keep rather better time than the aver- 


age Wales & West train. None was on time; 
most were delayed by 10 minutes or so, 
which ordinarily would he neither here nor 
there. Bui if you are trying to get here, there 
and everywhere and still reach Manches- 
ter in time for tea, anv delay is a nuisance. 

You soon cheer up, though. Five minutes 
out of Salisbury*, the train is carving through 
countryside of broad downs, with kindly 
churches keeping watch over timid hamlets. 
The people who’ve just got on at Westbury 
don’t seem to appreciate this performance, 
you muse, as the train meets up with the 
Avon, and floats gently downstream with it. 

The ticket inspectors arc uniformly a 
cheery hunch, and unperturbed by some- 
one who appears to be five miles short of 
a cheap day return (railway parlance for a 
none-too-bright passenger) by insisting 
on travelling the long way round lo Man- 
chester. “Cor blimey, mate, good luck", was 
the only comment my ticket provoked. 

You could subtitle this journey “England 
and Whies through grimy windows": rail pri- 
vatisation has not improved cleanliness. But 
Bath still looks magnificent through the 
murk as you arc around the city, and 
Brunei's Temple Meads station at Bristol 
is as palatial as Bristol Parkway is brutal. 

The Severn Tunnel is here and gone in 
a flash. Miraculously, a rainbow appears as 
you emerge into Wales. Another marvel: 


a refreshment trolley turns up. the first train 
catering for five hours. A tea costs 95p. but 
by now you would probably pay a fiver. 

Newport begins uglily, as only down-at- 
heel British towns can. There is no way of 
getting from the station to the centre with- 
out clambering over fierce railings or 
descending to a tangle of Faustian under- 
passes. This is car country, or, more specif- 
ically. truck territory. When the 40-ton 
fraternity decides to take over the planet, 
Newport will be their High Command. But 
when you clear the hurdles it turns out to 
be an intriguing tow-n. The museum charts 
the Chartists, original social democrats 
whose struggle has interesting present-day 
parallels. Then down Commercial Road, 
which becomes progressively less well- 
named as you proceed south. 

The saving grace is the 1906 Transporter 
Bridge, an enormous steel frame over the 
Usk riv er. Cables support a gondola, which 
carries six cars plus miscellaneous pedes- 
trians and cyclists across the muddy water- 
course every seven-and-a-half minutes - a 
piece of industrial archaeology that really 
docs serve a modern-day purpose. 

At last, you catch a train which is aim- 
ing broadly towards Manchester. As it 
hurtles north, the climate changes every 
mile through the spine-tingling landscapes 
of Chat win's On The Black Hill. 


In Abergavenny, a huge bruiser of a 
cloud muscles over the horizon: by Here- 
ford, the sun bestows a benevolent mid- 
winter sparkle upon the city. But you have 
to prioritise; no time to stop here, because 
my guidebook (a 1936 AA Road Book that 
I cany for its economical eloquence) 
promises that down the line lies “One of 
the most attractive English towns". 

Understatement, indeed. After a cou- 
ple of hours in Ludlow. I would fight its cor- 
ner against Siena, Aix-en-Provence and 
Heidelberg. Wondrously preserved Eliza- 
bethan houses tumble down the hillside 
from a castle softened by the centuries to 
a perfect state of dereliction. The Wiles & 
West scheduler was cruelly overlooked in the 
New Year’s Honours; he or she deserves a 
CBE for introducing the British to their own 
country. People of Clapham Junction and 
Church Stretton. drinkers from Craven 
Arms and New Inn: you can board a Lrain 
from your home and alight at what is gen- 
uinely one of the finest towns in Europe. 

Winter is the ideal lime to thread 
through the Borders. Denuded trees add 
a poignant fragility to the scene, heightened 
by forgotten, roofless relics lying abandoned 
in empty fields. “Little Switzerland" comes 
and goes on the left, the Long Mynd Hotel 
eelebrating Victorian exuberance. 

The sky, meanwhile, tries hard lo snow. 


Soon Shrewsbury Abbey pops up on the 
right, triggering trepidation; what could fol- 
low the triumph of Ludlow? Not. I wagered, 
something called the Shrewsbury Quest, with 
its resonances of touristic tackiness. But it 
embraces the Abbey grounds sublimely, 
while tracing the place and its people per- 
suasively. On a quiet afternoon like this, the 
man in charge of calligraphy has time to in- 
dulge the visitor by describing the extent of 
medieval monastery and the vandalism of 
Thomas Telford - then Shropshire’s Surveyor 
- in driving the A5 straight through the mid- 
dle. A lone pulpit stands solemnly between 
the road and the goods yard. Its stiff verti- 
cality is mimicked on the far side by a fine 
Victorian postbox, a ruddy hexagon topped 
off with splendidly unnecessary plumes. 

By now it is (a) getting dark, (b) ham- 
mering down with a malevolent mix of hall 
and rain, (c) approaching Crewe (“A great 
town with a park, splendid public buildings 
and enormous engineering works", urges 
the guidebook). Oh, Mr Porter, what shall 

I do? Stay on board. Finally the little Wiles 
& West wanderer sidles into Piccadilly 
alongside the Virgin express from Euston. 
Big train, short trip. I had been going for 

I I hours. Short train, big trip, great deal. 

Next nwfc gpeat little train trips. Pan one of a 
series on Britain "s unexpected milway journeys. 
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We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweD, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting; Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 



Certainly! 


beat anv other 


•omparablc quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well St) 
Teh 0181 633 0915 2 lines Fax; 0181 985 2953 
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MAP MEASURERS 


„ COMPASSES U 
ALTIMETERS/! I 

Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to 
choose.the right model for 
your need& It you Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cyde oryou would just 
to know how feryou havewraiked 
the dog, you can measure the , ■ v fefty 
distance travelled. Lightweight end 

Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy. 

We also have a large selection of Map Measurers, 
Compasses, Mognifiers, Stop Watches etc all 
available at excellent prices. _ . s . 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE d e sp atch e d by return. 

— 1 WROTE FAX OR PHONE FOR _ 

TfeUran il o*fm 

PEDOMETERS international LTD(IN1) 

13/14 JSITMB watt Cloee. Dreytoi Hew*. 
Coventry, Northern* NN1 BRJ 
Tel 01327706030 Fax 01327 871633 


RE-OPENS 
SATURDAY 
3rd JANUARY 


CUTLERY RE- 
SILVERPLATING 
SERVICE 

WiD make your worn cutlery as 
good as new- Single Bans 
upwards. Also teapols. trays, 
dfetes, etc. very reasonable 
prices. Repairs undertaken. 
Nationwide service. 

Fufl detafe tram: 
C.BS. Butts Cottage, 
Wfeberough Green, 
Sussex 

RH14 0BN 
or phone: 
01403 700424 
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¥540% OFF 

+ INTEREST FREE CREDIT + FREE UK DELIVER V 
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CHEQUES P41ABLE TO PET CHEF LTD 
EXPORT AND TRADE ENOCH WES WELCOME 
12 Honey Hill. Blean, Canterbury, Kent CT2 9JP 
TEL: (01227) 471666 FAX: (01227) 787806 


FINCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

AWMT Holding PLC Co 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 

A FINCH CONSERVATORY 

DESIGNED TO SUIT YOUR HOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGET! 

Experienced staff cover the UK 
No Obligation FREE Survey 
Interest Free Loans 

Freephone lor brochure and Free Advice NOW! 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH, FREEPOST. SHEFFIELD S20 3G2 
Members ot the Conservatory Association 


TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 




At last - as seen at 
Garden and Flower 
Stows nationwide - the 
door mat that really 
worksl No muddy 
footprints or paw marks 
on clean floors and 
carpets! 

TUrtle Dirt Trapper dooi 
tthis slop din at me door 
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ui min .ibsoitien! conon 

pile removing wet. dry ana i>ver greasy din from shoes and 
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SATMD 5 Tel: 0181 296 0366 ■Jh^cxtuotle, 
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BLOOMSo/ Bressingham 

Dwarf Herbaceous Border Collection 

IS plants for just £14.95 

Enjoy effortless colour in your garden with our superb Dwarf' Herbaceous Border 
ColIt’coori.The mainstay of any gutlen, these hardy perennials are ideal for 
proriding ground colour in beds, borders, rockeries and edges all year round. 

Our charming collection comprises of 1 5 piano ranging from 5cm to 50cm in 
height and includes: Anacydos depress us - white, grows to Cflcm in bright; 
AcmBea Torrrentosa - better known as Yarrow with gold/yeDow flowers, grows 
to 20cm in height; Leontopodmm A lpiuui n - dusters of small silvery white 
flown amid lance-shaped woolly leaves, grows to 20cm in height; Papaver 
Alpine - better known as the Alpine Poppy grows to 20cm caD, mixed colours; 
Potentilla Aurea - yeDow flemets. grows to 15cm in height; Teucrinm 
Chamaedrys - rose coloured, grows to 25cm in height; Anemone Sylvesais - 
white beD-likc flowers, grows to 30cm in height; Hypericum Calydnnm - 
golden yellow* in colour, grows to 30cm in height; Diantbns Arenarius - white, 
grows to 10cm in height; Armeria Maritime Pink - rose coloured, grows to 
20cm in height; Sagina Sobolata - white, grows to 5cm in height; Sedum 
Species - grows to 15cm m height, mixed cotouis; Dwarf Pfenstamon 


Our Dwarf Herbaceous 
Border Collection will be 
despatched in February ^ 
and March, the plants 
will arrive in 9cm 
pots, ready for 
transplanting 
scraignt into' 
your garden, 
following our 
planting plan 

and horticultural 
instructions 
provided. 

Offer nitjeet to jvaihbihiy. 
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CUTTINGS 


Jean Hill, of ChittJehampton in 
north Devon, is worried about her 
panther lilies. “I sowed seeds of LMium 
pardalinum in October 1986 In a 5-in 
pot and they grew welL" she writes. I 
left them in situ until 1990 when I 
planted them out, undisturbed, into 
our very fertile, acid Devon soiL 

“In 1992 and 1993 they bloomed 
very well but, unsurprisingly, they were 
overcrowded, so in October I divided 
them. The bulbs were very big and I 
gave some to two friends and planted 
three groups of them in my own 
garden. We all three, living several 
miles apart, have had this same result. 

“In 1994, they showed shoots, but 
only 2in high- Every year since they 
have showed shoots, this year reaching 
(Sin, but nowhere near flowering size. I 
recently dug up one of my groups of 
bulbs, just as the foliage was changing 
colour. They were very healthy little 
bulbs and roots. 

■*My friends have one group in 
light woodland, the other in the vege- 
table garden. We are all very patient 
gardeners, but are now beginning to 
lose patience. Why have the bulbs 
stopped flowering?” 

Lilium pardalinum , the panther lily,' 
is a showy and generally easy 
American s pedes that in the wild 
grows up to at least 5ft The flowers 
curve back on themselves and are 
richly red and gold, with dark spots 
round the centre. Left to itself the 
plant makes a matted mass of 
rhizomatous roots, with little clusters 
of bulb-like scales providing the 
growing-points for the flowering 
stems. The mat is important as it 
provides the reservoir of food and 
drink for the flowering stems above. 

Since Mrs HlQ and all her friends 
have suffered the same problem, I 
would guess that the disturbance 
caused by dividing the original clump is 
probably the cause of the lilies taking a 
step backwards. Perhaps too much of 
the rooty mat was lost in the division, 
so that the lilies need to build 
themselves up underground again 
before they have the strength to flower. 

Our recent dry summers may be a 
problem, too. What Lilium pardalinum 
likes best is a soil that is well drained, 
but moist too, with plenty of leaf 
mould and humus to keep the root-run 
cooL It doesn’t like wind and it doesn't 
like deep shade. Hie add soQ that Mrs 
Hill talks of should suit the plant well, 
provided it does not dry out The bulbs 
are happiest with at least Sin of soil on 
top of them. 

But at least they seem to be trying 
to recover lost ground. The growing 
shoots are getting bigger each year, 
rather than disappearing altogether. 
When they have built themselves up 
to their former strength I am sure 
they will come into bloom again. 
Meanwhile, Mrs Hill needs to keep 
them well watered. 

The winter lecture series arranged 
by the University of Oxford's botanic 
garden starts this Thursday, when the 
garden designer Noel Kingsbury talks 
about the “new wave" of perennial 
planting (mass planting, German 
fashion, for anyone still riding the old 
wave). In this series, lecturers have 
been invited to explore “Passions and 
Prejudices". There will be plenty of 
both po 29 January, when Robin Lane 
Fox explains the way to “Better 
Gardening”. Lectures start at 8pm in 
the Garden Quadrangle Auditorium, 

St John's College. Oxford. Tickets, £6 
a lecture, from Louis Allen, at the 
Botanic Garden, Rose Lane, Oxford 
OXI 4 AX (01865 276920). 

Anna Pavord 



The instant garden 


Suppose you are given a garden 
for six months, and £100 with 
which to make it beautiful. What 
plants would you buy, and how 
would you get round the fact 
that you will seldom be there to 
weed and water them? Anna Pavord 
presents the ultimate low- 
maintenance source of beauty 
and edible vegetables. 

Sunflowers were the stars of a quick-fix 
garden that I planted last summer for a 
friend who had a six-month lease of a cot- 
tage, running from the beginning of April 
to the end of September. 

The brief was simple. The garden had 
to be cheap. She wanted it to peak in Au- 
gust, when she would be spending most 
time at the place. She wanted it to retain 
the atmosphere of an old cottage garden, 
with a mixture of vegetables and flowers. 

The patch was roughly 20ft square, 
bounded by gravel paths on two sides. 
Once it had grown cabbages; now it was 
completely bare. There was no outside tap, 
so watering would be a palaver, and any- 
way my friend would be using the place 
only at weekends, except for the August 
stint So this had to be a garden that de- 
manded little upkeep, where the plants 
would be left pretty much to find their own 
food and drink The soil was light and fast- 
draining. 

The first things to go in were standard 
gooseberries, four of them planted down 
a boundary alongside one of the paths. This 
ate up the lion's share of the £100 bud- 
get bin neither of us ever regretted the 
extravagance. The round, lollipop heads 
of the gooseberries, balanced on long, 4ft 


stems, suited my friend's picture-book 
image of what an old-fashioned cottage . 
garden should look like. I egged her on, 
because I love them too. They were plant- 
ed as soon as she moved in, so from the 
beginning the patch looked less forlorn. 

At the beginning of April, too, I 
started off the sunflowers, two seeds 
each in a series of 3-in pots. Watered well, 
then wrapped in ding film, the pots 
needed no attention until the seedlings 
poked through. Nonetheless, I thought Td 
keep them on my windowsill at home un- 
til they were ready to plant out You need 
to be around at the right time, to whip the 
ding film off the pots so that the seedlings 
can stand upright. You can sow them ear- 
lier than April, but I was thinking of the 
August deadline for the cottage. Sun- 
flowers generally take four months from 
seed to the start of flowering. If we sowed 
too early, they would peak too early. 

Sunflowers have become deeply fash- 
ionable, the bonus for gardeners being 
that there are now masses of different 
kinds to choose from. I used 'Moon- 
walker' (Thompson & Morgan, £1.79 for 
40 seeds), a branching type about 4ft-5ft 
tall with pale yellow flowers. I also 
sowed 'Full Sun’ (Suttons, 99p), a more 
traditional, golden yellow type, and 
'Gold and Silver’ (Mr FotbergUl’s, £1-25), 
which has yellow flowers above soft vel- 
vet leaves of a silvery-grey green. 

Sunflower colours range upwards and 
downwards from the standard bright yel- 
low. to include a paJe ivory and a deep, rich 
mahogany. They’ve been planted in cot- 
tage gardens for so long that we think of 
them as being part of our culture, but, like 
most of our garden flowers, they are for- 
eigners, brought over from America in the 
16th century. English gardeners first 
learned about them 'mJoyfuIl Newer out of 


the New? Fouruie Wbrlde, translated in 1577 
by the super-optimist John Frampton. 

“It caste th out the greatest flowers,” 
be wrote, “and the moste perticulars that 
ever hath been seen, for it is greater than 
a great Platter or Dishe, the whiche hath 
divers coulers ... It showeth marvellous 
faire in Gar dines.” 

From the same part of the world, at 
about the same time, came the nasturtium, 
which I also started off in pots for my 
friend's cottage garden. I used two kinds, 
‘Jewel of Africa' (Thompson & Morgan, 
£1.19) which has long, trailing shoots of 
marbled foliage, and 'Empress of India’ 
(Thompson & Morgan, £1.29), which is 
much bushier, with steely, blue-green 
leaves and deep, luscious red flowers. Nas- 
turtiums are a gamble. Sometimes they 
get choked with blackffy. I’ve been lucky 
with them in my own garden over the last 
couple of years, and so was prepared to 
take the chance. 

The plan was that the nasturtiums 
should cover the ground under the goose- 
berries, in a strip about 4ft wide. As an 
extra precaution, I pushed a few seeds di- 
rect into the ground there and put jam- 
jars over them, to protect them from voles. 

In May there was another spurt of 
activity when we planted out two widely 
spaced, staggered rows of dahlia cuttings 
behind the gooseberries. The plan for the 
plot was very simple. Everything was 
planted in parallel rows, in the old-fash- 
ioned way. The dahlias were all red, yellow 
or bronze, 'Hamari Gold', ‘Christopher 
Taylor, ‘Alva’s Doris’, ‘Jescot Julie' and 
the like. Some, such as 'Grenadier', had 
dark, purplish foliage. We also planted 
some slips of globe artichoke, which Td 
detached from the sides of mature plants 
in another friend's garden. 

These made a kind of informal hedge 


on the side of the plot furthest from the 
gooseberries. The slips needed watering 
in well, but on that light soil they made 
fresh root very quickly. They were there 
for their looks rather than with any hope 
of a crop, but two of the plants got going 
quickly enough to produce heads later that 
summer. That was a bonus. 

Meanwhile, I had also sown seed of 
tomatoes and courgettes, raising the 
plants, like the nasturtiums and sunflow- 
ers, in single, 3-in pots. By the end of May, 
both were big enough to set out in the 
patch. We planted four courgette plants 
in a line next to the dahlias, watered them 
in well and mulched them thickly with 
mushroom compost They gpt no more wa- 
ter for the rest of the summer. I'd chosen 
the courgette ‘Taxi’ (Mr FotheigDl, £1.55) 
for its bright yellow fruit and the plants’ 
wide-spreading leaves acted as an extra 
kind of mulch, stopping weeds from 
muscling in. An outdoor bush cucumber 
would have done much the same job, but 
without the glistening splashes of yellow. 

In the same late-May session, we 
planted out the sunflowers and the tom- 
atoes, setting them alternately in a single 
row in the space that was left between the 
courgettes and the artichokes. The tom- 
atoes were tall, cordon ones, the sort you 
have to tie to a stake and nip the side 
shoots from. Bush tomatoes would have 
been more labour-saving, but there wasn't 
enough floor space for them in the patch. 
And I liked the idea of the tall stout stems 
of the sunflowers broken up by tomatoes, 
hanging with bunches of red fruit. ‘St 
Pierre’ (Marshalls, £1.06) was the one I 
chose, because its flavour is so good. 

By August, the gooseberries had 
cropped, one of the bushes producing 
huge, amber-coloured dessert gooseber- 
ries with insides like pudding wine. 


Undiscovered by blackffy, the nastur- 
tiums swirled outrageously around the 
gooseberry bushes' trunks, regulady at- 
tempting to take over the path, as well as 
their allotted strip. But you can easily {nek 
up the shoots and lay them in the direc- 
tion you want them to go. 

The dahlias exploded, though the rain 
that helped the courgettes to produce a 
bumper crop snapped one or two of the 
stems of ‘Hamari Gold’. 

However, weeds never had a chance 
against the beefy foliage of the courgettes 
and the artichokes. Only around the 
stems of the sunflowers and this tomatoes 
did a little light hoeing have to be done 
now and again. 

For a minimum outlay (without the 
gooseberries, you could have done the 
whole thing for £20), the plot gave a long 
and brilliant display, as well as providing 
at least £20-worth of vegetables. The vege- 
tables were a particular source of plea- 
sure to my friend, because she had never 
before grown anything she could eat, and 
hadn’t realised it was so easy. Every toma- 
to, every shining courgette was a miracle, 
as far as she was concerned. 

Quick-fix gardens have to rely to a great 
extent on annuals. In this particular case 
I used nasturtiums and sunflowers because 
they bulk up more quickly than other 
flowers. In a smaller patch, a mixture of 
marigolds, poppies and eschscholzia 
might have been more in scale. 

Get seeds from Thompson & Morgan, 
Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk TP8 3BU 
( 01473 688827), Suttons, Hele Road, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 7QJ (01803 614614), 
Mr FothergiU’s Seeds, Kentford, Newmar- • 
ket, Suffolk CBS 7QB (01638552512), SE 
Marshall & Co, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire 
PE13 2RF (01945 466711). 
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ANTI FROST HEATERS 

Proa £13£5 tee pftp| 

Beat the frosts this winter with raw* of iKw» 
high quality paraffin beaters. Made in Britain 
to strict safety standards, you can choose 
from either a floor beater or a hanging beater. 

Both me ideal for use around the borne, in a 
conservatory, in the greenhouse or garden. 

The Floor Heater is perfect for protecting 
plants in a small greenhouse or cold- frame 

and cao also be used in the garage to bdp 

make slatting the car a little easier. U bolds 
just over two Ihrcs (half-gallon) of fuel 
which should last for a fortnight so it is extremely economical and easy to run. 

The Hanging Heater is also ideal for using in a greenboose as weU as m a shed, out- 
house or garage. It requires jnst over half a litre lone pint) of paraffin to provide gende 

warmth for 80 boors, guarding against frost and helping to protect pipes that are liable to 
freeze (not for use in lofts). 

The Floor Heater is just 1 16.95 and the Hanging Heater 

is jusrEI3£5. Both prices include p&p. 




HOW TO ORDER 

Fill in the coupon and send together with cheque or postal 
oidcr/i. NO CASK please to - 
THE INDEPENDENT ANTI FROST HEATER OFFER. 
JEM Howe. Ufl le ra ead. Quleigk. Surrey GU6 8ND 
For Access/Visa orders, please phone 

01483204490 

Please quote ’1ND569' when orderiiQ;. Please allow up w 
28 days for delivery from receipt of order. Return within 7 
days for refund if not completely satisfied. Offer subject 
to availability. 


Please send me 
Please scad me 


— Hanging Hearns) 8 £1353 eadb Inc pftp 
Floor Hew**) 0 £1655 each lac p&p 

I mckae earned cheque for f (address on b*±> made payable 

n>: NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING XNG032 

or debit my AtcadVta account by this a mou n t. My card number is: 
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Signatore. 
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The mystery of the disappearing spring salmon 


The salmon in our rivers are 
disappearing. Why? And what 
can be done about it? 


If the owners of a great fishing river put 
out a cri de coeur, something must be 
seriously amiss - and so it is on the 
Tweed, which flows out to the east coast 
on the borders of Scotland and England. 
The spring run of salmon, once the riv- 
er's glory, has dwindled almost to noth- 
ing, and nobody is sure why. The River 
Tweed Commission has launched a 
major conservation programme. 

Not only fishermen stand to lose if 
the river runs down. A survey carried out 
by the DetoitteTbucbe consulting group 
in 1996 showed that fishing contributes 
£12Jm a year - more than 10 per cent 
of local tourist income - to the Border 
economy, and supports 500 full-time jobs. 

Including all its tributary bums, the 
TWeed has nearly 2,000 miles of water- 
wail's. The natural fecundity of the sys- 
tem is not in doubt, as I saw when I went 
electro- fishing with Dr Ronald Camp- 
bell, chief biologist of the Tweed 
Foundation, which is charged with 
enhancing stocks of salmon and trout. 

He was working that day in the Tur- 
ford Bum, where the water was only 
about 6in deep, and so clear that 
evety detail of the bottom was visible. 
The bum appeared to contain no life 
- untO Dr Campbell switched on his 


ring anode. Then suddenly the water 
was alive with flashes of silver as trout 
fty and parr turned belly-up, temp- 
orarily stunned by the 200-volt current 
Every one was netted and meticulously 
measured before being returned to the 
water; and from the morning’s work we 
could compute that this angle bum con- 
tained more than 400,000 infant fish. 

The challenge is to ensure that the 
highest possible numbers of this huge 
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stock survive to maturity and eventu- 
ally, after going out to live at sea, re- 
turn to the river to spawn. Already much 
has been done in the upper reaches of 
the system. Miles of new fences prevent 
sheep and cattle from eroding the 
land at the edges ofbums, and the banks 
themselves have been extended into the 
stream, increasing the depth of water 
and speed of flow. Man-made obstacles 
have been removed, so that fish can 
move up to spawn, and artificial pools 
have been created. 

Yet all this work seems to be hav- 
ing only a limited effect The number 
of salmon taken on rod and line is gen- 
erally between 9,000 and 10,000 a 


year, and the number netted in the es- 
tuary is between 8,000 and 9,000; but 
onfy a small proportion are caught be- 
fore 1 June. Thirty years ago, spring rod 
catches were around 5,000 a year, now 
they are little more than a fifth of that 

Small wonder, then, that radical pro- 
posals have been made. From 1 Feb- 
ruary. netsmen are asked Co return, and 
tag, all salmon caught up to 1 Jane (they 
will be compensated by a reduction in 
the levy they pay). Anglers are being 
asked to return “a majority of fish 
caught up to the end of June". 

“In general” says the recommend- 
ation, “there will be a presumption that 
the first fish taken will be returned (un- 
less it is the angler's first-ever salmon). 7 ’ 
The second fish may be kept, but the 
third should be put back, and so on - 
and all fish returned to the water should 
be tagged. “The first fish is the most 
important. It is putting this one back 
that will make the difference." 

Further, there will be a ban on killing 
any fish found to be tagged already. 'A 
tag in a fish should be regarded as its 
passport to the spawning grounds.” The 
theory is that all concerned will be en- 
couraged to play bafl by the reassur- 
ance that if they return a fish to the 
river, it win not be killed by anyone else. 

The Commissioners have also ap- 
plied fora legal baa on wonts and lures 
with multiple hooks on the lower reach- 
es; and they are offering a reward - a 
side of smoked salmon, a sweatshirt or 


a collection of flies — to anyone who puts 
back a previously untagged fish. 

Cleariy the scheme will depend to - 
a large extent on personal honesty: Jo rj} 
drth Nicol, the lively director of the- 
foundation, concedes that there nr ay 
always be cheats; but she says, “There’s 
tremendous enthusiasm for the idea^: 
because it involves everybody." 

Sofar, so good. But what is happen-.; 
ing out to sea? Nobody can answer that 
key question. The Commissioners are 
hoping to persuade the drift-netsmea 
who operate in inshore waters to post- . 



dined drastically, and global warming 
may be having a disastrous effect on 
salmon stocks in the Atlantic. 

The theory - so far unproven - is 

that warm water has pushed up into the 

normally cold areas of ocean between 
Greenland and Iceland, where salmon 
go to feed; that higher temperatures are 
affecting their food, and that the fish 
are not attaining the size or strength 
they need to return to their native rivers 
and spawn. Smolts — second- and 
third-year salmon - are thought to be 
particularly at risk. 

I, for one, would not want to fish ii 
I could not keep what I caught; for me 
the whole point of the exercise is to 
bring home something delicious to *** 
But evidently there is no longer room 
for such caveman attitudes on the 
Ttoeed, or on many other British rivers. 
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It really was the pits 


A disused coal-mine in 
Leicestershire has been 
transformed into a science 
park to entertain the whole 
family. Louse Duffkkl made an 
extended, pit stop. 


When you struggle for almost an 
boorto prise your drDdren away from 
the exhibits and into the car for the 
home journey, you know the attrac- 
tion has hit the target. But when it 
takes almost as long to round up the 
adults, then it’s scored a bull's-eye. 
That’s what happened to ns at Snib- 
ston Discovery Park in Coalville, 
Leicestershire, which is built on the 
site of the former Snibston Colliery. 

The hands-on Science Alive! 
gallery has experiments based on the 
weather, parts of the body, and 
energy. Where else could you get the 
chance to walk through a tornado, 
or watch how the joints of your legs 
move when you ride a bike? Then 
there’s the engineering gallery, the 
transport gallery, the extractive in- 
dustries gallery, the textiles and 
fashion gallery... 

. Until 6 November, the discovery 
park is hosting an exhibition cele- 
brating 75 years of the BBC and 30 
years of BBC local radio - giving vis- 
itors the chance to read the TV news 
and become a radio presenter. 

Once outside the enormous 


exhibitions hall, the lear ning through 
play theme is extended into the 
science play area. This is an educ- 
ational play area at its best. 

Add to this the wheelwright’s 
workshop, the nature trail and the 
Century Theatre, and you have a 
recipe for sheer fun. Not to be 
missed is the tour of the colliery 
buildings, given by an ex-miner. 

When George Stephenson, of 
railway fame, sunk his first mine-shaft 
at Snibston in 1832, he could have 
had little idea that mining would con- 
tinue until 1986, when the site was 
imaginatively turned into Leicester- 
shire's premier tourist attraction. 

The visitors 

Dianne Williams, a student teacher 
from Derby, went to Snibston Dis- 
covery Park with her sons, David. 1 1, 
and Robert, eight 

Dianne: 1 thought it was lovely be- 
cause it was spacious and open-plan, 
and there was plenty of room to move 
around the exhibits. 

In many ways it was better than 
the Science Museum in London, be- 
cause it was not so busy, and it was 
small enough to do it aQ in one day. 
But there is plenty there for a full day 
out and it seems excellent value. It 
also appeals to families. Small child- 
ren can watch what's going ore older 
children will be inquisitive - why this, 
why that? - and secondary school 
children will understand. There are 


one or two areas specifically for the 
under-fives, too, which is good. 

1 was impressed that not only did 
the instructions on the exhibits tell 
you what to do, but there were also 
signs that explained what was going 
on. And there were signs in braille. 

To have ex-miners giving the col- 
liery tour is a good idea. Anyone 
could have taken a party of people 
round and explained what was what, 
but he really brought it to life with 
his experiences. 

David: I enjoyed the interactive 
science bits. 1 liked the solar-powered 
boats - you can control the dimness 
of the light, and that controls the 
speed of the boat. All the stuff there 
was puzzling. 

I quite liked the bit where you can 
talk on the radio and go on the tele- 
vision. I was very interested in the col- 
liery tour. The dynamite bit was good. 

The shop had a good range of 
stuff. There were some interesting 
books there. I bought a 3-D model 
of the Periodic Table. 

Robert: 1 have been before - about 
two years ago, with the school - so 
I knew it would be good. I liked the 
pretend radio with lots of buttons. 
There was also a lock thing, which 1 
was experimenting with making 
three sets of water rise and fall. There 
was a hollow' football with a ball in 
the middle with electrical lights 
coming off. If you put your hands oo 


it one of the beams comes to your 
hand. 

I thought it was funny when the 
miner locked us in the elevator - it 
looked as if he was going to send us 
down, and I was kind of nervous in 
a way. 

The deal 

Snibston Discover}' Park is in Ashby 
Road, Coalville, Leicestershire 
(01530510851). Open every day ex- 
cept 25 and 26 December. Novem- 
ber to March 10am to 5pm, April to 
October 10am to 6pm. 

Admission: £4 adults, £175 children 
five to 1 5. under-fives free. £195 con- 
cessions, £10 family ticket (two 
adults and three children). Colliery 
tour: adults £1, children 50p. Educ- 
ation and group rates on request. 
Access: disabled access throughout 
the exhibition hall and to most of the 
colliery tour. A variety of special 
needs is catered for. 

Toilets and baby-change facilities: 
plenty of clean toilets. Baby-change 
facilities and toilets for the disabled. 
Catering: a cafc/coffce shop, with 
a range of basic snacks, cakes, drinks 
etc. Indoor picnic area. 

Shop: spacious and well-stocked, in- 
corporating a bookshop. There is also 
a tourist information point. 
Education: the park is tailor-made 
for school visits, of which Snibston 
has many, at all levels. It also hosts 
a variety of temporary exhibitions and 
events. 
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Mine host: Snibston Discover Centre 
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Thrash the latest Porsche? You can with a Ni 
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If you thought all Nissans 
were boring, Roger Bell has 
news for you. The Skyline 
GT-R is a technical tour de 
force, and entertaining too. 

There is something amiss here. 
Think Nissan and your mind should 
focus on sound, sensible, unimagi- 
native family saloons, not beguiling 
soui-mates for speedy connois- 
seurs. So what’s this? A maverick 
model that is getting rave reviews 
from enthusiasts of the specialist 
press, and can take on - and beat 
- Porsche's new 911? Surety noL 
It’s true. The Skyline GT-R is a 
formidable machine. Skylines in var- 
ious shades and abilities have been 
around since the late Sixties, spear- 
heading Nissan's competitive en- 
deavours with more than 200 
significant race victories. Hitherto, 
they have found their way to Britain 
only through the back door, as per- 
sonal imports by well-heeled afi- 
cionados. However, the ninth 
iteration of the only Nissan to ac- 
quire legendary status is now a list- 
ed model - at £50,000. Import 
restrictions will limit the total sold 
in this country to 100. Fifty grand 
is a lot to pay for a Nissan, let alone 



a car with an ugly visage and lines 
that hardly define grace or elegance. 
Ifs the bruising muscle beneath the 
skin of this two-door tearaway that 
explains the price, if not justifies it. 

Power comes from a race-bred 
straight-six twin-cam engine, aided 
by two American turbochargers that 
boost output to 280 horsepower - 
more with electronic fettling th3t 
might invalidate the normal ihree- 
year/60,000-mHe warranty. A rear- 
biased four-wheel-drive transm- 
ission system, centred on a five- 
speed manual gearbox, allows the 
wheels with the most grip to get the 


lion's share of the energy. .Anoth- 
er novelty is that all four wheels arc 
steered, and not always in the 
same direction. 

Fears that the driving experience 
may be diluted by technical overkill 
are unfounded. What sets the Sky - 
line apart from most other high- 
tech supercars is that it is as 
entertaining as it is able. Perfor- 
mance is terrific, though the car's 
competition ancestry is betrayed by 
the engine's low-rev languor. It 
needs to be spinning freely, if not 
actually raced, before the twin tur- 
bos come on strong, eencratina 


eruptive torque (as well as a discreet 
snarl) that makes shuri work of 
overtaking. Even on wet roads, the 
Skyline's power can he safely de- 
ployed without destabilising wheel- 
spin. You can d«i things in a GT-R 
that would send into a spin, say . an 
Aston Marlin Vantage costing four 
limes as much. 

There is a mealy iaetililv about 
the Skyline's controls, particularly 
its sharp steering. It is the mark of 
a great car. as opposed t* » a gn.id 
fast one. that the leedback through 
the wheel should draw you inin the 
action, not distance von from it. 


There's more, however, to the Sky- 
line than dynamic prowess engen- 
dered by a strong engine, tenacious 
traction, mighty ami-lock brakes and 
amazing cornering powers. 

Apart from being enormously re- 
warding to drive, and very safe with 
it, the Skyhnc is an eminently prac- 
tical and civilised mode of transport 
Although the ride on stiff, handling- 
biased suspension is firm to the 
point ot being harsh, embracing 
scats and air conditioning ensure 
It ing-dLslanee comfort Other equip- 
ment includes tw< ■ airbags and a CD 
player. There is room in the hack 


for two adults without cramping and 
the boot - its lid weighted by an ad- 
justable “wing” that exerts down- 
force at speed - is generous. There 
is nothing special about the cabin 
or the conservative, mainstream 
dash, which could have come from 
any up-range executive hatchback. 

Snags? Other than the price, and 
high running costs, the Skyline is of- 
ficially available through only one 
distributor - St Hclens-based Mid- 
dlehurst Motorsport. Even with a 
collection and delivery service, 
routine maintenance could pose 
problems. 


Specifications 

Price: £50,000. Engine: 2.6 litres, six 
cylinders in line, 24 valves. 2S0bhp at 
6,800rpm. Transmission: five-speed 
manual gearbox, four-wheel drive. Per- 
formance: top speed 155mph (gov- 
erned ). 0-60mpb in 5.0 seconds. Fuel 
consumption: 21 mpg average. 

Rivals 

Audi AS 4.2 Quattro. £5 1 ,896. Bigger, 
roomier, plusher 4x4 car than Skyline, 
with the emphasis on luxury and 
comfort rather than performance. 
Beautifully made. 

BMW M3 3.2. £38,420. Sporting com- 
pact with strong image and tremen- 
dous performance from lovely engine. 
Much cheaper than Skyline, but not 
so fluent in its handling 

Jaguar XK8, £49,625. Elegant luxu- 
ry coupe with smooth V8 engine and 
auto transmission. Not as fast or 
roomy as Skyline, but looks a million. 

Porsche 911. £64,650. New 911 is 
faster, quieter, roomier, less flawed 
than the old one but it's less involv- 
ing. Refinement has robbed it of 
character. 
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MY W ORST CAR; RON MOODY'S FORD CONSUL 


Go man, go, she 


Lulubelle had other ideas 


MOTORING 





My worst carwas, as is not uc-' 
common, my first. It was a 
1951, second-hand,; £400 off- 
white Ford Consul convertible 
with a dark green hood and 
whitewall tyres." The number 
plate was LBL2S2,so she had 
to be a Lulubelle, a name jus- 
tified at once by her feminine 
temperament. 

Some might have attrib- 
uted her poor compression to 
four delicate cylinders, but I 
knew she kept in third gear at 
a steady 25inph to kx>k after me 
until Fd had more experience. 

I was playing at the Apollo 
Theatre in London In the inti- 
mate revue For Amusement 
Only, and decided' to drive in 
for a matinee through Berwick 


Street market. Lulubelle was 
deeply offended at having to 

mb shoulders with the common 

coster barrows and nudged 
them imperiously out of the 
way. The costers swore at her 
and threatened her bonnet but 
1 chivalrously took the blame 
and paid to have the first of her 
many dented doors repaired. 
After the Apollo run, we drove 
off on a provincial tour. 

She floated between the- 
atres like a bird but if I so much 
as took one member of the cast 
cm board, she rambled and jud- 
dered and steamed and stalled. 
As for pulling the lards, the pur- 
pose for which white convert- 
ibles with whitewall tyres were 
designed, Lulubelle proved 



possessive and impossible. 

My first dale was a Cana- 
dian girl who asked me why 1 
travelled all the time at 25mph 
and in third gear. I said the Lu- 
iubefle liked it, and never saw 
her again. Another girl leapt 
into my flashy front seal after 
a party and said “Go, man, go!” 
That didn’t last either. Ii was 
about this lime that Lulubelle 
exposed her worst fault. She 
sulked. I accepted the occa- 
sional starter-switch seizure 
as unfortunate but when she 
became tearful and resorted to 
damp starts, the end was near. 

After seven years ! sold her 
in part exchange for a car 
named Mac. a 1959. brand 
new £1300 off-white Ford Zo- 


diac convertible with a dark 
green hood and whitewall 
tyres. As 1 Jrovc maslerfulh ofl 
in my shining bright, macho 
male knight of the road. 1 no- 
ticed a young student walking 
around Lulubelle. giving her a 
very ardent inspection. I swal- 
lowed a pang of jealousy and 
drove off. 

Ron Mouth’ has worked m 
shtmbusiness for nearly halt a 
century. He has written several 
hooks including Tc/v It’rt 
Slightly Imperfect' and 'Hie 
De\il You Don't'. 'The Amazon 
flox'is his first children's book, 
which is published by Robs< ’it 
and priced at I/4. y 5. He huv 
talking to Juntos Happen 


Metro Hearts 


Isn't it time you tried 
the Personals? 
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Introducing The Independenl Voice Personals®- an exciting new 
telephone doting service for our readers, designed to make your 
search for someone special easier and more successful than everl 

To place your awn FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 

.. EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

For FREE lire assistance from a Voice Personals' representative call Monday Friday 9am-8prn. 

0 THE INDEPENDENT ■* 
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Voice Pei sepals' appears in The Independent each Saturday in the Time Off section and 
In The Independent on Sunday in the Real Life section. 

To advertise in this section please call Simon Debono 
on 0171 293 2742 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHORLEY PR6 9NE 



TO 3199 

1300 

RR 3738 

1800 

696 FtTU 

600 

SOU 33 

2BOO 

J1SGH 

500 

SJI3 

2800 

3333 SM 

4,000 

749 SMB 

1.800 

BTES 

2800 

TGT 934 

900 

(TAGGART) 

AUTHD 

RIO 

TV 321 

2300 

UF4 

3.800 

WA21G0 

1A00 

WDII2 

2000 

3XKK 

2000 

IXW 

5,000 

(NEW JAGUARI 

AUH5 

1,500 

YB 7794 

1,200 


FAX 01257 -374745 FAX ALL ARE PLUS TRANSFER 


I Citroen 


Indcpcndm Bunins Till Kncm \ 
QiiiblV Bui Wh«i Thtrv Sev One 

XANTIAVSXZ0I16V 

Suplusto- Black, 

ONLY 2^ miles ! 

■P' Reg Air Conditioning. 
Two Years Warranty, 

Six Month.-. Tax, ’ 

*13,495 

01442 871254 rtiux r&uau 


XM 2.5 VSXTD ESTATE 

Metallic Blue, 
42.000 miles, 

M' Reg. Full History! 
Two Years Warranty 
Six Months Tax 

£11,995 whh ±i,ooo 

Minimum Part Exchange 

01442 871234 (MMiDmut) 



CHIMERA 4.0 

September 1996 (P) 

Cooper Green, 4,000 
miles, PAS., Lick plates, 
Wilton Carpets, alarm, 
radlo/cassette. 
immaculate inside and 
Out, garaged from new. 
Full TVR service history, 
£28,500. 

0181 466 7258 
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Dear diary, I want to tell you a terrible secret . 


Writing is something everyone 
can do — and the benefits to your 
whole life can be surprising. 
Patricia Qevehnd-Peck joined a 
'creative journal* course. 


With a new year comes a fresh chance to 
sort out your life. You know the feeling: 
not hing seems impossible; this will be the 
vear to travel, ditch that hopeless man, start 
"that new job. write that book. Some people 
even commit these optimistic thoughts to 
the pages of their brand-new diaries - but 
sadly, the majority of resolutions are aban- 
doned before the month is out. 

Yet, according to Simona Parker, who 
runs a workshop known as ‘‘creative jour- 
nal". the simple expedient of writing a diary 
can help you to make sense of your life. The 
journal used in her method, however, is any- 
thing but simple, consisting of 20 separate 
loose-leaf sections to cover different aspects 
of your life and personality; Body, Work. 
Here and Now. Relationships, Dreams, etc. 

“They are not there to classify your 
psyche," Simona says, “but to open doors. 
Each is a charnel of energy, and by work- 
ing in the sections, the material starts to 
shift and interrelate so that transformation 
and growl h can take place and a sort of 
sense of one's life can emerge." 

Her method owes a lot to Dr Ira Pro- 
goff, a J ungum psychologist who developed 
the Intensive Journal Workshop in 
America. 

“He is undoubtedly the master," says 
Simona, "but I have taken his method out 
of a rather rigid framework and simplified 
it for our European culture." Like Progoff, 
she uses the principles of "depth psychol- 
ogy", which seeks to integrate an individ- 
ual's conscious and unconscious aspects, but 
she brings to it a background in "trans- 
personal psychology". The aim is to move 
forward from a sialic position. 

"When you get used to the journal" 
Simona explains, “you'll find that it will 
almost do the work by itself; the cross- 
references free your energy and reveal 
examples of the Jungjan concept of syn- 
chronirity. or meaningful coincidence. 



which will give you new insights. It is part- 
icularly useful in times of decision-making, 
transition and crisis." 

This is endorsed by Liz, who has been 
attending Simona's workshops on and off 
for 10 years. "It is an extraordinarily effi- 
cient way of putting a grid over tumultuous 
experiences," she says. “You need a grid - 
it gives a purpose to your past life. It helped 
me when I lost my son ... it just works." 


Liz, who was an English teacher, has now 
taken up writing; as a bonus, she finds that 
the journal helps with her memories. "It 
brings you right back into the spirit of the 
thing, evokes it and gives you an under- 
standing which is quite special." 

You don't need to be a great writer or 
even particularly literate to use this method. 
Negative memories of school, or the belief 
that only academic or "educated" people 


write, can cause initial apprehension: this 
disappears when you realise that your jour- 
nal is for your eyes only. (Simona’s old jour- 
nals are kept in a locked bag inside a big 
black trunk that dominates her sitting-room, 
a potent symbol if ever there were one.) 

In fact, the simple act of writing itself, 
according to research by Gillie Bolton, of 
Sheffield University, can be therapeutic. 
Writing, she claims, is more powerful than 


speech; being a solitary activity, it draws on 
a deeper welL She encourages people, es- 
pecially those with stressful lives, to engage 
in personal and reflective writing. She has 
worked with doctors and others in caring 
professions, and is now involved in a pro- 
ject whereby they suggest therapeutic writ- 
ing to their patients. Sometimes she finds 
that the writings “slip between the bars 
which a person has erected around them- 


selves", and their pens write unexpected - 
things. This is especially useful forpeople 
who find it hard to talk about that worries. 
She, too, emphasises the importance of pri- 
vacy. What is said cannorbe unsaid, but in 
a diary you can coocradicryouiselt tiy things 
out or write nonsense without thft embar- 
rassment of anyone knowing.. It can, she 
claims, also pin things down- If yon just try 
to think things through* your thoughts may 
traafamSfercirdes,^ 
the ghost of a laugh", but if yon get them ‘ 
down on paper, they are there to work with. 

This reflective writing offers a path to 
the inner being through several unusual 
techniques. One of these, which Simona's 
"creative journal" method shares, is the. 
Jung-inspired "dialoguing", in vsrhkh .yah 
write down an imaginary conversation - 
with anything or anyone of importance in . 
your -life. This permits you to “tape" to 
people, living or dead, withwtom you have 
"unfinished business". Often ihe giiDt felt 
after the death of a parent of other loved 
one can be defused in this way, and areas 
of conflict can be resolved. You can alto 
"dialogue” with parts of your body - giv- 
ing your lungs, for example, the chance to 
complain about how you “look -after’’- 
them when you just must have a cigarette. 

Another interesting element In the 
"creative journal” method is the “cross- 
roads” section, in which you can explore 
the “roads not taken”, or areas of regret 
in your life — and, by writing about them, 
move on. Many of Simona’s clients' have 
found that the method leads to valuable new 
insi ght s. Ann, an American who has been 
working with Simona sporadically for 17 
years (most clients begin with the intensive 
weekend workshops, then return for fur- 
ther, one-to-one consultations when nec- 
essary). finds it “helps to give space in the 
world of chatter around us- it helped when 
my husband left me". 

Simona herself is often astonished by the 
significance of what she has written, find- 
ing that it reveals mirii that would not occur 
to the conscious mind. 


Simona Parker's “creative journal" wodtshops 
are hdd at 11, BmckJey Road, Chiswu£, Lon- 
don W4 (0181-995 5320). 
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GAMES 


Michael Adams’s fine run in the 
World Chess Championship came 
to an end when he lost a rapid- 
play decider in the semi-final 
against Viswanathan Anand. Here 
is a blow-by-blow account of their 
match. 

Game I: Adams sacrificed a 
pawn in the opening, gaining 
attacking chances and pressure 
that lasted until the endgame. 
Anand needed to defend with 
great accuracy to save himself. 
The game was eventually drawn 
only when White's last pawn was 
about to disappear from the 
board, leaving only the two kings; 
White: Adams Blade Anand 
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 do 3 Bb5+ Bd7 
4 Bxd7+ Qxd7 5 0-0 Nc6 6 c3 Nfo 
7 d4 Nxe4 8 d5 Ne5 9 Rel NxB+ 
10 QxO Nf6 11 c4 e5 12 dxe6 £xe6 
13 BgS Be7 14 Nc3 b6 IS Bh4 0-0 
16 Qb3 Kf7 17 f4 RadS 18 Radi 
RgS 19 Qf3 Rge8 20 Rd3 Kf8 
21 g4 Kg8 22 g5 Nb7 23 Qh5 Rf8 


THE FID E W O RLD CHESS CHAMP IONSHI P: WILLI A M HA KTSTON 


24 gxh6 Rxf4 25 Bxe7 Qxe7 
26 Nd5 Qh4 27 Qxh4 Rxh4 
28 Rxe6 Rxh6 29 Re7 Rg6+ 

30 Rg3 Rxg3+ 31 hxg3 Rb8 
32 Rd7 Nf6 33 Nxf6+ gxf6 34 a4 
RfS 35 Rxb7 Rf7 36 Rb8+ Rf8 
37 Rb7 Rf7 38 Rb8+ RfS 39 Rb5 
Kf7 40 a5 Ke6 41 a6 Ke5 42 Rb7 
Kd4 43 b3 Kc3 44 Kf2 Rh8 45 Ke3 
Re8 46 Kf4 Rel 47 K£5 Ral 
48 Kxf6 Rxad 49 Kf5 Ral 50 Ke6 
a5 51 Kxd6 a4 52 bxa4 Rxa4 
53 Rb5 Rxc4 54 Rxc5 Rxc5+ 

55 Kxc5 Kd3 draw 

Game 2: This time it was Adams 
who had to defend accurately to 
save himself. Anand pushed hard 
with the white pieces, but never 
quite built up enough advantage 
to win the game. Adams managed 
to blockade a dangerous looking 
passed pawn, while also leaving 
himself enough flexibility to 
prevent an attack on tus king. 
Drawn in 48 moves. 



Game 3: The first real missed 
opportunity of the match. Anand 
played well to develop a powerful 
position with Black. In the 
diagram position, however, he 
gave in to the temptation to play 
29-..Qd2? when 30.Nf5! ex£5 
31.Qxc4+ solved White’s 
problems. Instead. 29... Bd4? 
would have left Adams struggling. 
The game was eventually drawn in 
35 moves. 


Game 4: The last of the slow 
time-limit games produced the 
fourth draw in a row, but Adams 
had to demonstrate high defensive 
skills to save himself after his 
Marshall Gambit had left him a 
pawn behind for very little 
compensation. Just as his position 
was looking at its worst, however, 
he found a nice way to create 
some counteTplay. Eventually, 
Anand could do no better than 
steer the game into a level 
endgame. Drawn in 46 moves. 

The quick-play deciders: games 
five and six (25 minutes for all 
moves, plus 10 seconds per move 
completed) were both drawn, the 
first quietly, the second a wild 
affair. Games seven and eight (15 
minutes, plus 10 seconds a move) 
were also drawn. So the stage was 
set for the sudden death play-off. 
Four minutes to White; five to 
Black, plus 10 seconds a move. 


Game 9: 

White: Anand Blade Adams 
1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 exd5 cxd5 4 c4 
Nffc 5 Nc3 e6 6 Nf3 Be7 7 cxd5 
Nxd5 8 Bc4 Nxc3 9 bxc3 0-0 10 0-0 
Nd7 II Bd3 Qc7 12 Qe2 ReS 13 c4 
g6 14 c5 Nf6 15 Ne5 Bd7 16 Bf4 
QcS 17 Rabl Nd5 18 Bg3 RfS 19 
Rfcl Bf6 20 Nc4 Bxd4 21 Nd6 
Qd8 22 Nxb7 Qfo 23 c6 Bc8 24 
Rb3 e5 25 Be4 Be6 26 Rf3 Qg5 27 
Qcl Qe7 28 Qa5 Bb6 29 Qa3 
Qxa3 30 Rxa3 f6 31 Nc5 Bxc5 32 
Rxc5 Nc7 33 f3 a6 34 h4 RadS 35 
Rel Rd2 36 Bel Rxa 2 37 Rxa2 
Bxa2 38 Ba5 Rf7 39 Rdl Nb5 40 
Rel Nc7 41 Rdl Nb5 42 RdS+ 

Kg7 43 Ra8 Bc4 44 RbS f5 45 Bc2 
Bd5 46 Rb6 Nd6 47 c7 Nc8 48 
RbS RfS 49 Ba4 Be6 50 Bc3 Kf6 
51 f4 Kf7 52 Bxe5 Ne7 53 Rd8 
Nc8 54 Kf2 Ke7 55 Bc6 a5 56Bb7 
Kf7 57 Bc6 Ke7 58 Bc3 Kf7 59 
Bxa5 Rg8 60 Bb4 Na7 61 Ba4 Nc8 
62 Bc5 h6 63 Bb5 g5 64 fxg5 hxg5 
65 h5 resigns. 



Michael Adams resigning the final game of his match against 
Viswanathan Anand. 


That well-played victoiy earned 
Viswanathan Anand a place in the 
final against Anatoly Karpov and a 
minimum of $768,000 (£480,000) 
prize money. The winner of the 
world championship will earn 
$L37m (£850.000). As the losing 


semi-finalist, Michael Adams 
takes home $375,000 (£220,000), 
which means that the last game 
was worth £4,000 a move. Great 
fun for the spectators, but is this 
really any way to decide a world 
chess championship? 
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PANDORA ME LLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Murray Lachlan Young, 28, poet and sadrist. 

As a metropolitan Londoner, I play the Tube 
Game. This is where you check out all the 
reflections in the glass of underground trains to 
see who you're sitting next to. Everyone in 
London plays this game - you’ll often see 
businessmen ogling young ladies - but they all 
pretend they don'L 

People do like looking at each other, but it can 
be dangerous. Sometimes you might feel the 
energy of intense weirdness coming from the 
person sitting two seats away, and you think: "Oh, 
I’ll just check who that is." It’s usually someone 
who has been waiting to catch you looking at 
them, so they can attack you in some way. 

I was playing another of my solitary games the 
other day. Somebody had said something very 
rude to me earlier on in a meeting, and I was 
working on a hindsight put-down line. It was 
something about somebody waggling at me the 
blunt instrument which I presumed they thought 
was their wiL Something along those lines; or I 
could have said; "My car is parked on a double 
yellow line, and I'm afraid 111 have to go and talk 
to the traffic warden." 

The best put-down I've ever heard was on 
television recently. A man on a taJk-show 
programme asked a woman a very suggestive 
question, and all she said was: “’Scuse me. I’m 
goto' go feed ma dawwwg." 

I get very tense and nervous, and if you want 
me to be horribly western about it. then games 
can be a good way of letting off steam. I'm one of 
life's natural junkies, as it were; often in the state 
which most people take drugs to reach, so for me, 
games are a natural barbiturate. Did I mention 
that I’ve played football ever since I shook hands 
with the England captain and goalkeeper David 
Seaman? 

Murray Lachlan Young's latest hook, “Casual Sex 
and other verse" is published by Bantam Books, 
price £7.99. 
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Wait inline (5) 
Amuses greatly 0 
Clear of blame (7) 
Seeped (5) 

Horseman (5) 
Fundamental nature (' 
Main point (4) 

Fbod store (6) 
Overturns (6) 

Chances (4) 

Staying power (7) 
Greek letter (5) 

Also known as (5) 
Observed (7) 

Period from 1S1 1 to IS 


& 


ing-Iimbed (5) 


1 Disagreement 0 

2 Moved gently (5) 

3 Extend (7) 

4 Greek city state (6) 

5 Christian symbol 15) 

6 Medicated sweet Cf) 

7 GrassUke plant (5) 

12 Breeding establishment 

14 Metallic element(4) 

16 Berkshire town m 

18 Book of psalms m 

19 Be an onlooker (5,2) 

21 Delicate (6) 

22 Flight of steps (5) 

23 Norwegian dramatist (5) 
25 Type of nut (5) 


Salutbm to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 



5 Robot. 6 Limped, II Elderly, 12 Haggis. 13 Emerald" 15 Usual 
Alter, 17 Youth. 


West 
♦ 8764 
877 5 
0K8 3 
♦J 9 6 3 


Game all; dealer South 


North 
♦KQ 103 
<?KJ96 
0752 
♦4 2 


South 

♦9 

S?AQ 1083 
0 A Q64 
♦ KQ7 


East 

♦ A J 5 2 
•74 2 

0 J 109 

♦ A 108 5 


“Not much to be done there!" claimed South after going 
down on this deal. It was true that the adverse cards did 
not lie well for him, but he had missed an early poinL 

South opened One Heart and North contented 
himself with a raise to Two. South made a toy for the 
heart game by bidding Three Diamonds and, although 
he had an unfavourable bolding in diamonds. North 
went on to game on the strength of his maximum single 
raise on the first round. 

West led the eight of spades against Four Hearts and 
the king lost to the ace. The jack of diamonds came back 
but the finesse last and West led another diamond. 

South could take one discard on the queen of spades but 
there was no way of avoiding the loss of another 
diamond and a chib. 

So what was it that South bad missed? The spade 
position looked clear after the lead of the eight of spades 
and it was his play to the first trick that proved costly. He 
should have played low from dummy instead of putting 
up the king. 

East wins with the jack of spades and returns a 
diamond. Declarer can afford to finesse because, later 
on in the play, he can take a ruffing finesse in spades 
which will be worth two tricks to him; thus both losing 
diamonds can be discarded. 





BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 

Mrs Hudson had cleared away the final remnants of 
our most excellent Christmas dinner and Holmes and I 
were relaxing in front of a roaring fire. At times such as 
these Holmes is wont to reach for his violin. Tb distract 
him and thus preserve the peace and calm of the 
evening I decided to ask him a question on his 
favourite game. 

“Holmes, when contemplating doubling your 
opponent you have often talked of market losing 
sequences. I am still having difficulty with the concept. 
Perhaps you could explain it to me?" 

“Certainly Watson, nothing would give me greater 
pleasure. Whenever you are considering doubling your 
opponent you must have a threat which, if carried out. 
would cause him to drop your double next turn. The 
important point to remember is that before that next 
turn both you and your opponent will have rolled the 
dice and made your moves. Thus in considering how 
the position may look next turn you have to consider a 
sequence, your own roll and your opponent’s. A 
market losing sequence is one which changes a position 
from a take one torn, to a drop on the subsequent 
turn." 

“Now I understand,” I replied. “Do you have a rule 
of thumb for how many market losing sequences justify 
a double?" 

“Ah, Wilson, you touch on a subject close to my 
heart and one on which I may shortly produce a short' 
monograph. Firstly, remember that evaluation of 
backgammon positions is dependent on the gtrffl of the 
person performing the evaluation, so that what may be 
a take to one player is a drop to another. That should 
always be an influencing factor in your doubling 
decisions. 

“However, let us assume that you are playing 
someone who you think will make rational doubling 
decisions. In that case my analysis leads me to believe 
that you should double if at least 25 per cent of 
sequences would lead to you losing your market. Tins 
equates quite simply to 50 per cent of your rolls 
followed by 50 per cent of your opponent's. I have 
more work to do to refine this further but I think you 
will find that a useful guide for the time being.” 

“Succinct as ever. Holmes. Now, bow about a glass 
of post-prandial port?" 

"Provided it’s not too sedimentary, my dear 
Watson." 
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Rubber bullets inner tubes have only the one control - gravity 



Photographs: Eric Kendall 
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Pedal the foot-pump 
and off we go. 

Eric Kendall takes 
a spin on traditional 
tobogganing and 
flies by the seat 
of his pants. 


It’s all in the bounce. While sled g in g is about 
sliding downhill, snow-tubing has several 
more dimensions: more ups, more side-to- 
side, more fun. Just climb aboard a large 
inner tube and slide down a slope, without 
the precision of metal runners or worrying 
about how to steer with your toes. 

Compared to the standard craft used for 
descending snowy slopes - wooden sleds, 
plastic trays and bin liners -inner tubes are 
uniquely comfortable and utterly uncon- 
trollable. They aisb'sHde on any kind of 
: . frozen surface, fro'mice to the kind of loose 
' snowwhich bogs down an ordinary sled, leav- 
ing snow-tubers in operation on otherwise 
unsledgeable runs. 

This makes tubes perfect for the multi- 
tude of UK snow conditions that are nor- 
mally compressed into the space of 48 hours, 
mimicking the range of an Alpine season 
from winter powder to spring slush. And 
though this kind of versatility is generally 
found at the expense of performance, ir's 
not the case with tubes: they are fasL 

Don’t, whatever you do, look for a big 
hill or a steep one. Tubes are slkher than 
banana skins marinated in axle grease, and 


go like the clappers on a moderate incline. 
There's a smoothness to their acceleration, 
the feel of a low-speed car-skid on ice where 
the lamppost across the street looms slowly, 
inevitably, hopelessly larger. With the 
slightest push-off you're away, the ride as 
perfect as mag-lev without the magnets - 
or the levitation - until you get sent skywards 
by a bump. Ir’s a magic carpet, with only the 
stalk of the tube’s valve to prod you back 
to reality. 

The total lack of control and omni- 
directional aspect of a tube means the right 
type of slope is fundamental to your survival 
- a gentle U-shape is ideal. Barring cata- 
strophic mismanagement of the launch, the 
high sides of an appropriate slope keep you 
safe within the confines of the run. veering 
scarilv from one edge to the other but al- 
ways coming back to the centre for a tree- 
free run-out 

Riding technique is dependent on your 
mood, though lying back and thinking of 
whatever comes to mind is the norm: climb 
or jump aboard, legs and arms spread like 
a starfish over the tube, with your bottom 
sticking into the centre of the hole. Aim with 


your feel pointing downhill to start with. This 
affords terrifying glimpses of upcoming 
obstacles beyond your boots, but by the time 
you reach cruising speed and hit a truly in- 
spiring section of terrain, you’ll have spun 
round 10 see just swirling sky, maybe the top 
of the slope, and vour life flashing in front 
of you. 

Slaying on board through bumpy tech- 
nical sections is largely determined by the 
length of your limbs. With long arms you 
can hang on tight: otherwise, a reasonable- 
sized hillock will fire you upwards out of the 
tube. If you and the lube cany on in 
roughly ihe same direction, you’ll land on 
it again, with another bounce. If not. it’s ihe 
end of the comb, bit of the ride. 

If you manage to stay connected 
throughout, undulations first cause shock 
ripples, then waves when you hit the big one 
- a pneumatic effect that could hardly be 
called suspension, as it amplifies rather than 
absorbs the shocks, taking the rough edges 
off. but giving the ride of your life. 

Though unplanned ejections are all too 
easy, hailing out is virtually impossible 
thanks to the enveloping hold of the tube 


around you - it's like trying to sit up on a 
half-submerged Li-Lo. And that's tbe 
essence of tubing. Light tbe blue touebpaper 
and recline - just make sure you're point- 
ing in a safe direction to start with. 

Tubing bases 

Truck inner tubes are available from com- 
mercial vehicle tyre dealers - car tyre com- 
panies don’t normally stock track sizes but 
they’ll probably know a man who does. At 
around £25 each, rubes represent stunning 
value, considering their nautical potential 
during the summer months. 

Tubes can be inflated at a filling station 
or with a foot-pump on site. An electric 
pump (run off a car’s cigarette tighter) is 
ideal, and can be found in quality camping 
and outdoor leisure shops. 

Experiment with pressures according to 
snow conditions. The science of tubing is 
in its infancy, but generally, harder equals 
fasten you’ll know you’ve overdone it when 
you hear a very loud bang. The apparently 
logical solution to prevent small people from 
falling off - a smaller tube - isn't practical 
due to reduced bum clearance. Stacking two 


small tubes may be a possibility if you can 
work out how to stick them together. 

Tubing dangers are minimal on the 
right terrain, though involuntary looping- 
ihe-loop off larger jumps usually results in 
head-first landings. 

Gothing is as for sledging - it gets hot 
going back uphiiL Tbe traditional toboggan- 
ing trick of plastic bags secured over woolly 
mitts with elastic bands is optional. 

Where to tube 

Much of the UK’s typical tobogganing ter- 
rain is ideal. Look for gentle slopes with- 
out major obstacles and no sharp rocks - a 
blowout at speed could be catastrophic. 

For more organised tubing try Seefeld 
in Austria (local tourist office fax: 0043 521 2 
3355). The resort features a purpose-built 
ran served by a lift. The bobsleigh-style track 
eliminates the chance of going off course 
or of encountering skiers, other than James 
Bond stunt doubles. 

Blue Ufeier Acres (fax: 001 705 635 1483) 
in Ontario, Canada, has a perfectly shaped 
natural run complete with jumps and ski- 
doo lift service. 
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Up tor and down dale in the steps of the Devon tin miners 
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A Devon reservoir forms 
the focus of a walk that 
. recalls Sir Francis Drake,, 
and the areals historic 
involvement in tin- 
mining. Gffve fiswins takes 
the path to Sheepstor. 

We started our walk at one of 
the most unusual pubs in the 
country - the 15th-century 
Royal Oak in the pretty vil- 
lage of Meavy, on the south- .. 
west edge of Dartmoor. Since 
1894 the pub has been the 
property of the parish coun- 
tiL 

Our object Avas to walk the 
Hills around Burra tor Reser- 
voir, the mainsoarceof Ply- 
mouth’s water. We wanted to 
see the two historic leats 
(water channels), one of them 
built by Sir Frauds Drake in 
1589, and to explore some of 
the industrial history of the 
area in which tin is said to 
have been mined for more - 
than 1,000 years. 

From tbe Royal Oak we 
walked towards the village 
schooL Left of the old smithy 
is a gate with a sign marked 
to Burrator Dam. The three- 

• q uar ter-mile, walk there pass- 
es gently upwards through 
woodland. Pari of the path is, 
in fact, the dry bed of a sec- 
tion of Drake’s LeaL 

We soon readied the road 
that crosses tbe dam: On a 
wall in front of us was a 1985 
plaque marking tbe400tb an- 
niversary of the Act 
authorising tbe construction 
ofDrake*sLeat. 

Instead of crossing the 
ihm i we took the road going 
due north round the lake, 
where after about 200 yards 
nr so we spotted our second 

goat the end .of Devonport 


Leat, another man-made 
watercourse, built about 100 
years after Drake’s Leat to 
' supply fresh water to the 
naval establishment at De- 
vonport. 

We had achieved two of 
our objectives in the first mile 
or so, but there was call for 
complacency. We had another 
seven miles, including a large 
tor, ahead of us. 

After about another 200 
yards we came to Burrator 
Lodge, a large Victorian 
house now containing offices 
belonging to Southwest Wa- 
ter, which owns the reservoir 
and much of the surrounding 
land. The road divides here. 
We took the left fork, and af- 
ter a few hundred yards 
-found ourselves on a small 
bridge over the Devonport 


Leat. We took the signposted 
path into the conifer plant- 
ation on our right, and fol- 
lowed tbe swift-flowing leaL 

After about a third of a 
nrile the leat disappeared be- 
neath a minor road. But only 
temporarily. We crossed a 
stile to reach the road and 
looked left, to see a flight of 
wooden steps and a wooden 
stile at the top, on tbe other 
side of the road, where we 
once again picked up the 
leat. 

We passed through anoth- 
er plantation for about a 
quarter of a mile, until it 
joined a metalled road at a 
point marked on our map as 
Lower Lowery. We then fol- 
lowed the road - the leat runs 
beside it - which affords good 
views of the reservoir. 


After another quarter of a 
mile, at a point called Cross 
Gate, we stopped and pho- 
• tographed the ancient hexag- 
onal stone cross, then moved 
smartly on. straight ahead, 
leaving the metalled road to 
descend towards the 
reservoir. 

We knew that the area to 
which this track led was lit- 
tered with old tin-mining 
workings from hundreds of 
years before Drake dug his 
leat. which ceased activity 
only in the early years of this 
century. We soon saw evi- 
dence of extensive mineral 
workings on the slopes, now 
largely cleared of trees. 

We continued along the 
track, which eventually 
brought us to the ruined 
Standlake Farm. After about 



DARTMOOR . 


another 5Wi yards we saw an- 
other ruined farm ahead of 
us. We took a signposted 
path which goes sharply to 
the right, travelling almost 
hack on ourselves along the 
bank of a small stream, 
through a newlv-planted 
area. 

The path descended to 
Noraworihy Bridge, a popu- 
lar beauty spot. We left the 
road to the rear of the car 
park, passing another ruined 
building - an old tinners’ mill 
- on the wide, hard track lo a 
point marked on the map as 
Deaneombe. 

After about two-thirds of 
a mile the path descended to 
a boggy area - Deaneombe 
Marsh - where we crossed 
the stream on a small bridge 
created by a huge, flat stone 
and look ihe second of two 
signs to Sheepstor Common. 

This was the longer of two 
routes to the lop of our next 
objective - Sheeps Tor - but 
it allowed us to see a group 
of spectacular old boulders 
that had been used as mortar 
stones by the tinners. 

When the valley grew nar- 
rower we looked out for a 
small footbridge, marked on 
our map. which crossed Ihe 
stream and led south through 
the wt* ids to an area of ex- 
tensive tin workings, includ- 
ing a fenced-* »ff mineshaft. 
From here wc made towards 
the summit of Sheeps Tor. 

The view was severely limited 
hv rain so we descended by 
the shortest route to Ihe met- 
alled lane - Tor Lane - lead- 
ing to the comparative haven 
of Sheepstor Village. 

Here in the churchyard is 
a huge granite memorial to 
Sir James Brooke, the first 
white rajah *>l Sarawak, who 
died at Sheepstor in 1KHS. In- 


side the chureh you can buy a 
leaflet explaining how ihe 
Brooke dynasty continued to 
be rajahs of Sarawak umi! the 
Japanese occupation during 
the Second World War. 

Our route back from the 
village lay downhill, through 
the glorious oak and beech 
Burrator Woods. We took the 


path marked “Marchanl’s 
Cross”, which soon left the 
minor road opposite Sheep- 
stor Church and led through 
the woods to Yeo Farm, at 
the foot of the hill, and 
thence by a track to the an- 
cient Marchant’s Cross. 

Meavy and the car were just 
half-a-mile further on; Prince- 


town. and a cafe, balf-an-hour 
away. We arrived just in time 
for tea. 

Length: About eight miles 
(shorter if wished) 

Map: Ordnance Survey 
1:25.000 Outdoor Leisure, 
sheet 28 



THE INDEPENDENT 

HAWAII...Paradise from £749 

Slay an extra week for only £125 
Stop off in San Francisco , Los Angeles or Las Vegas for 2 nights for only £99 

What price paradise? Less than you could possibly imagine on tbs 
noedarie value bofidty. 

You’D stay in die femous resoit oPteikfla on the island of Oahu. These are so many 
evening chines to see and do - hae on ihe legendaiy two and a half nrik loag beach, 
visit Pearl Harbour, Sea Life Park, the extinct volcano Diamond Head, the 
Polynesian Cuhtmil Cadre, perhaps spend a day in die dazzling capital of Honolulu. 

B r wataspmia cnihusiaas there’s surfing, sailing and scuba diving aid die restau- 
rants. shopping and nightfife an: fantastic. In short, there's semahmg fer everyone. 

You stay in the Outrigger Maile Sky CotrtHoeLFarilite 
spa. coffee step. cocktail lounge and TGI Friday’s restaurant. 


Included in tbe price from only £749 
' Bights’ accommodation Muring a twin roam with 

private facilities 

* Scheduled flights 10 Honolulu 

* TrajinonaJ Lei greeting 
■ Holiday Ddu) Insurance 

- Aiipon taxes, security charges and An Passenger 
Duty 

* Services of a Page &Moy local rep 

* Airpon/hoiel transfers 



FOR FULL DETAILS AND A BOOKING FORM j 
Complete the coupon hi block capitals Hn «l send 
lo: Tbe Independent. Hawaii Holiday, Page & 
Moy Lid- 136-140 London Road, Leicester l.c?. 
1EN. Or exit the 

HOLIDAY BROCHURE HOTLINE ON 
0116 250 7676 and quote refcFQOOOl 
(24hr? answerpbonel. 

The holiday b operated by Page & Moy ltd. 

ABTA V6M5 ATOL 130 


Flights son available 
from 16 regional air- 
ports: Aberdeen, 

Birmingham. Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Leeds/Bradford, Manchester, Teessidc, Newcastle, 
Norwich, Humberside, Southampton, Stansted, East 
Midlands, Sheffield and London Heathrow 

SEND TO: Tbe Independent, Hawaii HoBday, Page & MojrLtd^ 
136-146 London Road, Leicester UE21EN. 


i 

1 Name. 


RcftFOOOO! 


Address 


.Postcode 


Phone! Day 1 _ 


_ (Evening) 
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THE. INPETFNDENT 
SATURDAY 3 IAN U ARY l 0<) 8 

14 ■ 


14/RACING 


LINGFIELD (AW) 


12.10 Final 

12.40 Rockswaln 

1.10 Nlsaba 

1.40 Friendly Brave (nb) 


HYPERION 

2.10 Superiao 

2.40 Prince Danzig 

3.10 PALACEGATE TOUCH (nap) 

3.40 Redoubtable 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 5# - outsxte; rematoder - 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low beat over 5» & 61 

RSStevT mftradyl EnctaM* C9 CAR PARK: Qub £3: remainder Awl 

• LEADINGTRAINERS: G L Moore 77-585 |iA2®>). MJohrreton61-3T1 (86%). R Han- 
W9u J Barry 40-184 {217%|. Gay KaDaway 34-20* (16.7%) 
•L^nMa^&DHdbnd 453T7 IZ21 %». J Quinn 47-726 (65%) 5 Whitworth 
! 42Sttrt35sJianflW O'Goman 23-134 fl8J5%L N Adams 33-418 &5%) 

I A FAVOURITES: 655-1978 (33.1%) _ _ _ __ . _ 

BUNKER F" FIRST TIME: Panda Thnaa (vrsorad) (1240) LxtOe Progress (vfaoredl fi*0) 


z =\ LADBROKE ON COURSE BETTING SHOP HANDICAP 
»Z.4Q| (CLASS D) £6.000 added 3YO 5f Penalty Value £3.989 


nr Xnl LADBROKE HANDICAP (CLASS F) (Div I) £3.000 I (“M I 
| added 6f Penalty Value E2.222 I 1 

: 05331- FHENDiy BRAVE (12) (C) (D)(TF RartrfardtolGayKdtowsyB'DO .DHoBand3 E 

Orange, rcyaf fii» cross of fanOT 

2 *5*5 SONGSfEET (47) (A*s J S E Turner) M Samdas 5 9 9 _..AClHfc7 

Dark jaip. fintje s» and taws, Doge raft dart Me da 

3 25500- OUR SHADE (USA) (15) (CD) (K T Ivory) K (wry SBC -..CSeaDySV 

Wkm. vMe hoop ana wnfac. *hffl andjeftw choc* cap 

,4 03005- DURABLE GEORGE (12) (VtoJM Starro) J BUger 40 7 JQuinnA 

FWc pirpte dtks ri tarrana 

5 06000 WADHtSDBEAllIpZHP) Ws Anna L Sanders) Pstlteftel 982. JhnaBdaS«d«Bl V 
teftw. tgrttatas; yefcwc*). HgttljbK& 

I 6 06000 GEORDIE LAD (12) (Wer Race Parawan:.) J Bemetu 7 G , NYarfayB 

Dark Uue. large Mm spas, whde cap 


NEWBURY 


HYPERION 

11.45 Mountain Path 2.15 French Holly 

12.15 Random Assault 2.45 Mouse Bird 

12.45 Too Plush 3.15 Ivor’s Rutter 

1.15 Nahrawali 3.45 Deputy Leader 

1.45 River Mandate 

INSPECTION: 7.30am 

GOING: Heavy 

• Lett-hand course with shit fences. 

• Course is SE of town near A34 RaSway station (service from London, Paddington) ad- 
joins course. ADMISSION: Members Cm; "tartersaBs £8; Stvw Rng C4 (OAPs halt price) 
Accompanied 17-year-oids or Lncter free aH enclosures CAR PARK: Free; Plcruc area £4 
per car pkfa £4 per person or £5 per car plus E5 per person. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 21 -98 (214%X O Sherwood 18-58 (905%). N Hen- 
derson 14-88 (153%) U Pipe TJ-71 (183%). Mrs J Pitman 10-52 (192%). 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: M A Fitzgerald 12-Til 1 108%). C Ueweffyn 10-98 (102%). P Hide 
9-78 1115%). p Holtey a-58 (138%). N WDItamson B-64 r 05%). A P McCoy B-65 (05%). 

• FAVOURITES: 147-381 (407%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Sister Stephanie (145) 


19 A ct FURLONG CLUB HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 
L!* ,TO I added 2m 4f Penalty Value £4,796 

1 mF-F TOO PLUSH (55) (CO) (Mfa C C Wbarc) A Turret 9 n 11 . ..LHvvey 

2 1U3-3F BEAR CLAW (24) (D) (Roach Foods Ltd) 0 Stavrood 9 tl 8 R Johnson 8 

3 *12-15 ALLQ GEORGE (f 891 (Lavs Mafcal SyseroJ A fenouifie 2 tl C . . --A71tan*jn 

-3 declared - 

BETTING: 45 foo Plush. 5-4 Bear Clmt 251 AIo Geoge 


R - Tel ROCKING HORSE HANDICAP HURDLE 
LV IJ I (CLASS B1 £10000 2m HOvds Pen Value £7310 


L *' 1 J 1 (CLASS B) £10^)00 2m 110yds Pen Value £7^10 l pou 1 1 

l 641*2 BARNA BOV (22) (D) (L)nn Wbon) N Henderson tl C 0 MAFfcgerrtd 

Cbrt Ale emaretf (yean toop. quartered cap 

3 3 TO INDEFENCE (645) (D) (Wd Urreted) Mr* JPtonan 7 12 0 -APMeCoy 

Bhck. yoaw spaa. Alack stones. yefowcao 

3 B5 IS- WARM SPELL (F1S4) (D) (BF) (K ttgson) G L Moore 88 9 Jl Batchelor (7) 

Rcya true. wtm Coot d Lorraine, redcap, urate %xjb 


UTTOXETER 


HYPERION 

! 1.05 Sail By The Stars ?. 35 Bonny 
1 -35 Sydney IWothousand 3.05 In Truth 
2.05 Wisley Wonder 3.35 Royaie Angela 

INSPECTION: 8am (B overnight rain) 

GOING: Sort (Heavy patches) 

• Left-hand course Run-In of 170yds. 

• Course is SE of town near BS017. UtKroter station (Derby-Crewe Ine) adorns course. 
ADMISSION: Out £15 (OAPs £12); Tatlersafls CIO (OAPs £7); Course £4. CAR PARK: 
Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: U Pipe 40-134 (£99%) K Bailey 23- T® (198%), D Nicholson 
21 -07 131 6%1. O Sherwood G9LS%1 Mha H Knlflht 17-72 (238%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N Williamson 33-132 (174%). D Bridgwater 18-94 ngn%i w 
Maraton f2- 134 (87%). J F TIUoy 958 (23.7%)..D Gallagher 9-82 (M5%L 

• FAVOURITES: 252-669 (377%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


“ncl ‘HOOPS' LAURENT PERRIER LIMITED ldpri* l 
irgf HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £7.000 added 
3m Penalty Value £4,947 

1/3W COMMERCIAL ARTIST (21) (D) (LA Morgan) OMcCan C Tl 7 . T Jsrtra 

Aval Ota. mue sash am ante, quartered cap 

I'TB- OBAN (31Q(a(UrtHBrtlngionj Mss Hhngttfl n< . JFTBey 

araKbhacqp 

8036 RIRKWSBOy (t 4) (Q |B Ridge S Mr D FtenSfl G Ftehanfc 9 11 2 BKmfiig 

ftoya Wue. tope hMb spas, rtjef Okie as&es. Mmspos 

t2M5 AROUND THE GALE (IHE) ® (T j Whaey) □ GsndcA) 7 tl 2 Q Upton 

„ _ ^»A*MWsieneaQi®»Brfc«>.««BcrossM8 
3aP BALLyClOVBtp17)(BF)(JmnMW*aiTBlGert))lfesVW*smsTt»«- . RRnrant 

Hhte. n^alWue oxJ Mcsartpod Peeves 

23i«- LANCE AFMSTRONG (IRE)(2S3) (GLRxIadGMcCarlS OB MrSDinck(5) 


7 niWi SAIL BY TIC STARS (S1)(D) fTF F Nom) T Foraw 9 W 8 . 


B 2 P2-Z) HATCHAM 50V (WE) (44) (D) (8F) (B Marywi Ctertl D ffcnefeon 887. 2nd preMrance 
B«»n pr* naorK amrtee srW cap 

3 «3W A N C EXPRESS (28) (C) (D) (H K ^rtsr) j Kng W 10 7 2nd preference 

aw ttwwMyoftwaioa! veOowsfewes, guaswdcs} 

® 1U3-3F BEAR CLAW (24) (D) [Ftoadi Fjotfc Lmtaj) q Sherwood 9 07.. . 2nd preference B 
«w. whte crass befti, hooped dams ml » on cap 
,, -lOdadared- 

AHC &pr « s *» Beer Chw rosr Gfc 

AN . C e *P"«A 8-» ftreons Bo% HM HaKfnn Boy. 1Z-1 
Oban , Around ThaGafe, Bear Claw. 14-1 Lines Armstrong, Bally Ooret; 20-1 COnsnr^l Arfist 
E3? weeung abandoned duo lb anew and froa 

FORM GUIDE 

1 ms*® •««£ mud end Tbn Fdrser has the n*. 

omart over hurdie&and a winner on her chasing debut atWaid- 
iud9edor " wr ettw^eind el LmgfiSl 
n W ^ hli Sai By The stare has a barter took V» 
yotrrd so rwuefth her favour SetecBon: SAIL BY THE STARS 


7 00500- LOGJE PBTT LAO (30 (Donald J &Tttfi) J &Ojar 6 7 13 — . F Norton 2 

Royef bhe. eMa oob bob. detob an sfeeres. strp 60 cap 

8 /DOOO- UmE PROGRESS (32) (TM Jcras) TJcnes4 70 NCartde6V 

»fw& biacA ears; bbd< csr Mtte sar 
-Bdadared- 

MrrfnBan rvogia: fiZ 106 True hanrtcqp ne®nt Lfle Progress 7af 72i 

BETTING: 5-1 Friendly Breve, 11-4 Songsheal, 94 Our Shadee, 10-1 Duarte George. 12-1 Geonfe 
led. 16-1 WM« Drawn, 20-1 Logie Periled, 33-1 UUa Progress 
1937 (nvocatai 09 GACBrlr 7-1 (A Mxse) daun 71 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Dividing tns race so mat two horses out of the handcap can run. has Barfly rSuted the 
quaity and FRIENDLY BRAVE has a dear chance to Mow ip rts flve-furiong win oM2 
days ago. when he beat Goodbye Gatemen a short heed. He b just a pound higher and 
meets Geortfle Lad. « lengths beiend In seventh. Just 5 *j worse FnencFy Brave has done 
afl ha recent wmng a the itwem um mp and faded to laa home when thed w Lucy In 
The Sky over the dstance on 4 December (Durable George eight lengths beiend r sev- 
erth) but he faces weak oppoa®* Songahert has noi run seice 17 November Pul 

was m good enough form then » suggest he wi figure. The tnp was way beyond Our 
Shades when he was beaten n Legal issue's HMurtong race fast ane. Ttwr was fas first 
outrg snee February, so a go-ad show Is on the cards now. Selection: FREMXY BRAVE 


r— LADBROKE APPRENTICE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
12.101 f) £3,000 added 1m 4f Penalty Value £2,137 


1 tktwv FUJAL £35) (CO) iB Leechi J Ffeace 5 9 B — JFowfaB 

2 FAWEBDAN (36) (0 (D) (BF) (Hoeare i Rtretan^Gay KelB^y996 

3 <10000- GLIDE PATH (USA) (30) (D) (B Swazi) J JerWS 993 - P 5 0 “ J *P 5 . 4 I 

i 4 - MQt6- OQZLBHpZ)(C)lBocairtqiiiGuaKfagL*J)LMontegeFtal98ii — M HarMd (7) 1 V 

5 ' RETURN OFTW»MC(JSS) (Mrs RBadterttjry) MR Bosley 6B 8 -. ..RSfa*otae2 

6 64060- RNERS HAGK(T2) (MB Rascal) JBhdjrS 88 - DMtow(3)6 

7 m<2D. SiDEBAR(16«(C)IErelBaieyAndRennrigNjKGamerfatd88a...- JBoeieygaa 

8 2300- SUGHTUOUVB)pl)(PFUocre)DV«lars48« ,CCogan(5)5B 

-Sdeciared- 

BETTWG: 1-2 RW, 3-1 Father Dan. 12-1 GWe Path, Oodem, 14-1 Rhere Magic, 25-1 Slightly 0*v- 
■r, 33-1 olhors 

®9T Sip Jg 4 3 1 G Galajwr (7) B-ll bv (R Hamon) drawn R O rai 


1 606W- TANGSWIE R.YER (12) (CD) (Pa Express (W8R) Ltd) J Bary 9 7 PRo tott( g)3 

2 0020- RECOGNITION (75) IKS Lee) Mflrtgtee 9 3 i - 

3 4006- OREL GIRL (94) (D) (ASFtedJGLMocieBC „&ndyMome2V 

4 Or- ROCKSWAIN (49) (0) (Martin WIttae) P Hastan 8 it . ... — 

5 0543- PEAHLf QUEN (12) (H Alderl G &wery 8 J - ""P - 0 ^*?. 6 . 

6 65404- OANDE TIMB fig fCrasn Sefecf) K hoy 7 C— ..Mwfin Dwyer 1 V 

- 6 declared - 

BETT91G: 2-1 ■fangeriiw Flyer. 9-4 Rocfcswain, $-1 Oriel GW. 7-1 RecogoMoa Dande Time*. 8-1 
sgfK^^Dawy 3 8 7 D Harrean 92 »T D Baron) drawn [fl 8 ran 


r a - ra LADBROKE MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
l.lO) E) £4,000 added 3YO 1m 2t Penalty Value £2,754 

1 05 CAPERCAILLIE (26) (Futue Bedncd Senncea LCl) D Moms 9 0 — NOaf 6 

i MO SF ESTOPPED (172) (1 *b 3 GDawealMOren 90 A Whelan (3) 1 

3 5 FOOffY (T6fl (Ws Diara WMar) 0 IA»rav Smdh 9 0 Dene 071083 

4 5 YOUWCO (2«) (CHGreenatJM Johnston 90 — DHotaidS 

5 0- J0CK3DREAMfiqm*HapR'&Lurty?3rirw^BMtMaIh89 _D(T9i«2 

S 00603- NtSABA (24) (EmeaH Moore) JS Moore 89- .P P Murphy (3) 4 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Tbunteo. M fflaaba. 9-2 CapercaUte, 1 1-2 Estopped, 13-J Frtony, 16-t Jock’sDream 
199? Supobefe 3 8 9 S SanSers B-T1 tar (M Jarvsj drawn (7) C ran 


RTn LADBROKE HANDICAP (CLASS F) (Div II) £3,000 | pj 1 
2.10| added 6f Penalty value £2^1 1 I °T.J 

j 0063- MUTASAWWAB (36) |M S SaunrteS) M Sanders 4 BO MW&Hrn2 

Red *»d *&*» ifHfwOJ. steews mersed yefcw cap. red sport 

2 (KM3Q- SHAW IMP (15) (t3T) (IhGU 'farnmamarD R Ffcw 69 9 _ . . .Dane OTtefU 8 B 

Ftoya uue. *t*B star, char* cap 

3 60645 LADY GOOVA (21) |\aen ftaeng) M Pdtfase 4 a C A McCartry (7) B 

Wbw aid rrr/ai (ryreweefl. rSermodg on rteevea rreof «* cut 

4 40005 SUPERLAO (BEL) (12) (D) (J F Yfefi3) J Bridger 682 - JQufreilV 

feflw rrwnw sfan andsisevK jeSwcap 

5 06C66- ALLSTARSOANCHffl^ [TJNagttrr)TJNart*n56 0 F Norton 5 

Wtfe and i»«rbi» s»y>es. darit Bue&nes 

8 00020 WILD NETTLE (24) J A Cleary) J Fca 4 7 12 . . . D O'Shea 3 

faabih targe «rt. apcc. h«b stoves, •mb cea pn* spot; 

7 08560 KANTOfC(74) (BScoh) Rtogrwn37 W. . N Adana 4 

Utft bbe and grey stopes figrtOts cap 

B 04060- MUJUWBK p*) (0) (Rebel E Cook) G CMoya 07 0 . . _ .. JLo«e7V 

Uaux. pLipfa seams, wtm steews. pupte seams, pup* aid n«6 rtanared cap 
-Bdecfared- 

i&vwm w art- 7sf 102). True hanjkxp wgK Mu-Am* 7 a 2ft 

BETTING: 114 Sharp Imp, 4-1 Uufasawac. 51 Stgariao, 51 Kantone. 13-2 Wild Nettle. 7-1 Lady 
Gocfiva, AAstare Dancer, 251 Mu-Arrik 

897- 9htp he 7 D 0 Dane CTNel 52 fav (R Fkmer) draw nffln ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SHARP IMP vm the Second Dhnaon of the sprint hancficap on the card last year cooi- 
ng with hre customary fan nn to beat Thick As Tteeves by 3 comtariabte length, with 
Superiao wel back at seventh. He ran crecttably here three fanes fast month without 
vwrmQ. nckxSng when fourth to Salty Jack (71) and thud to Chpatsad Bay (Mu-AirSr 
behnd and held) trff a 5to Ngher marts than today s Thts represents a much easrer ta9k 
for Sharp Imp. Superiao was a head in front of Ad stars Dancer when they were fifth and 

sixth to Just DtssKfent here fast tma Mufaaawar, nsYier-up to No Grousrg m a November 

me Wen at Wolve r hampton, was a crecttabte fifth to ChurcHfe Shadow over seven be- 
longs here a week later and fa a fag danger on that evidence. Kantone, who s on a low 
mark far this s£ -weather debut and first run for Roger fagram, has shown ability from a 
Imited number of starts K remains to be seen whether Lady Godhre, a mie wirmer at 
York as a hxvenfct. can prove as effective at sprint fastancas. but WBtf NeOfe surpassed 
hrmsaff when a fast-ftorafang second to Lucy In The Sky over cotrse and distance Iasi 
month and could again go wet at a decent price. Selection: SHARP IMP 


LADBROKE TCLEBETTING HANDICAP (CLASS D) I r'A I 
£8,000 added 1m 4f Penalty Value £5^70 1 w _l 


1 55655 PRMCE DANZIG (3S) (CD) (A H Ufa*) D kAiray Smih 7 T) 0 Dane O'Neil 9 

Bi8c*aricr>»ta#ssBTKs w«b flewes. otx* spec, Urn* cap 

2 2DD1- MOTTCrTY{12)(CO)Mgerate*te)KBu1«79B DSwmt«Yl3)11 

Mftes, emarakf green epauks end ass on deeres. >^w cap 

3 3BS3- TOUJOURS RfYIEHA (21) (Exdeco) J F%aC8 8 9 Tl GBenhve«5 

Wfcw and &sfa men detwto. yelew dews, quartered cap 

4 21405 sa8ERRY[JZ3) Ittddrtren Pari Rrorg VI) PHadam 4 98 ... . LChamock3 

fetow Jar* cue anas, hooped afeewE, jetov or 

5 M8D3- PRSNB1 DANCE (35) (C) (D) (J S Fox-and Sons) D Hayfal Jfaies 8 97 AlladraylO 

HMe and dad aue Atwto. dart Dfoe daeves w«b cap 

6 51*35 SEA DANZM (24) (O (P Cook) J Bndger 5 9 6 N Adams B 

Maroon and grey stripes, grey stereos 

7 ?tS0- WDTTASHAMBLES (JI85) (C) (D) (Drean Or Parfaerstvl L M Hal 7 9 ' DHoSandl 

Ern»a« oeen. royrt bfae sac Mb sfeeves. rajal blue Tan. wh* cap. re*af blue star 

8 20065 OUIETARCH (12) (Q (John Dawes) WfcfarS 90 MartfaD»rj«r2 

Bfart. orange cross bate and armta 

9 13000- SQUIRES OCCASION (12) (CO) lOiekpS FY?) Ctr® 5 8 13 . ...ACtark7B 

RaoI t*A red «ara^ wffae dereea rad seare and cap 


J A McCarthy 


* 118 BELLATOR (28) (D) IP HOwtbon) G Baidng 5 h 5 . B Ferton 

flba. Nad and )dow crteOt cap 

5 It 1C NAtflAWAU (28) (D) [C F SpamnJarrk) G L Mooe 7 h 1 DGrtfagtier 

Orange, tnwnmxjoange hooped s/eenes. mng? can bmm sar 

6 06523 KJNGSFOLD PET (H) (CO) (Geoge Nye Partrer^]) M Haynes 9 ® 9 .. C Ll0«llyn 

Bad ofa* sfceves, red cea bfa* rfiaraohJ 

7 1-3*14 DR BONES p)(D) (BF) (Mrs Am Fcrtne} Fifapiy 5 10 8 A Thornton 

ffad wMe Oos rt lorrvu. »fwe rtaeres; ledarnfeB. Mad cap 

8 MI-22 RIPAIBUS (USA) (21) (D) (BF) (MsD9addvn) PWebber7 104 . . J A McCarthy 

Uvm and eftfe check, stoped daevas 

9 6132-1 NBVER REH) (15) (D) (G Pfer) R Snpscn 8 t) 0 - . .DBridgwater 

Awn antr orange (puartm&J), ernefaSd green sleeps 
-9dedered- 

Uimm wegfc rest Thjp harricap wogfit MoperUcvi 9st i3ft 

BETTING: 11-4 Mmd, 51 Buna Boy; 51 BeHator, 152 Mppar Reed, 7-1 KingstaM Pal 151 
Indefence, IZ-1 Warm SpaB, 151 Dr Bones, Fdpariua 
FORM GUIDE 

This can go to the mud-toreig triple couee and detance winner KINGS^OLD PET. Mck 
Haynes' charge was 20 lengths off the winner when third to Serenus at Kempton an Box- 
ng Day but lhat was only hs second race of the season after a second fa Kadastrof on 
fas fencing bow at the same course Selection: KMGSFOLD PET 


.DBridgwater 


Pi-I rtcl ELCOT PARK NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 
I- l, ^°l added 3m Penalty V&Iue £3,469 


I- i added 3m Penalty Value £3,469 

1 -1F65 ME}ESONK(2)(D)(MsVYHVMBhRAkierBtl G A Thornton 

2 5C-0 ESCARTEF1GUE (FR) (21) (D) (BF) (D C Meter) 0 Nthcfccn 6 tl V R Johnson 

3 31151 RAKA2DNA BEAU (28) (L^ Dart) KefanPBitnerehrtSEarte 8 0 1) JPomA 

4 31252 MOUNTAIN RATH (17) p) (Anthony Speeknar) N Herderson 8 h 5 JiARbgareU 

5 BO-2 RED LIGHTER (19) (MsCH Amrctua) J0U9 11 5 — CUamlyn 

6 252*3 R06SAM) (22) [Sr Bran MoVah) G Baking 9 Tl 5_ BC&Rord 

7 nH-2 TAKE THE BUCKSKIN (14) (D)|Efare)F1Mso4C Mam h 8 5 APMeCoy 

-7dedared- 

BETTKG: 57 Escarfaflgue, 112 Rateona Beau, 132 MowiWn Mh. 51 Rad Lighten 151 Kaneson- 
' to. 12-1 TAke Tin Buckskin, 151 Robaand 
1997: meeting abfadoned fare to hoa 


ho * cl NEW YEAR HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 added 
1 *' 1 2m If Penalty Value £4,822 

1 12*3-4 WEE RIVER (21) (CD) (Sean Grafam) G M Maore 9 C 0. _.-JCrttaghai 

2 44F-61 RANDOM ASSALET (NZ) (15) (Ffaxtom Lof) D Mchotafai 9 11 G MrOMePM(7) 

3 nP-0 MONNAIE FORTE (22) (D) PF) fJAdams) J Adam8 107 B Rowel 

4 -32403 NORTHSM&ADDl£RW(D)(BF)(Rj Evans} R HodgBS Tl *1 R Johnson 

6 12313 JUSTBRUCE(26G)(D){AUKBah)MsEHBeft9f)0 - _.DGalagher 

6 453M NASHVILLE STAR (USA) (21) (CD) (Rttatew)RMdhmr7l}0 CUrereflynV 

- 6 declared-- 

A&uiwn ragttr ran. Trui ttanOcap *&ghti- Jia Bruce *st I3tb. NastnOe Sar 9s 2b 
BETTING: 54 Mareuie Forte, 51 Random Assault. 7-2 Wee Wvec51 Northern Saddles 7-1 Narttrite 
Slat; 51 Just Bruoa 


11 8C| MANDARIN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) | R Dp4l 

£10,000 added 3m 2f 110yds Pen Value £7^37 l pp ^_LI 

1 42P2-1 SUNLEY BAY (44) (CO) (Ms C Sfarnan) P NctvAs C n G - PHde 

yUon dak yean cnx&ixts sti stereo; dart jpewt and yeftw quawed cap 

2 23R>5 SiSTER STBYiANlE pi) (D) (Antws* Pfaip) G McCoul 9 h Tl D Bridgwater B 

Dart green, red spates, taped sfeetes and cap 

3 23FP-2 RIVB1 MANDATE P8) (Arm Outheaa of W tem uteriTForeier 11 tl C A Thornton 

trtkwc nwrow btart bMoto cap wAfr gold Bsssf 

4 33F-F2 RILL OF OATS (14) (D) (M Bradtad) Mss H Krt^s 2114 JCuBoty 

Ij^N Uue am mnan dfanontft raamon aftevH. a«f Amend on op 

5 2P2-23 HATCHAM BOY (44) (C) (BF) (R Mayan Grerei) 0 Nchcfeai B 11 1 _ H Johnson 

8row pe* hoops. arrrfeaaxJ cap 

6 /B253 A N C EXPRESS (28) (D) (H K Rrlar) J King C II 0 APMeCoy 

Oar* blue and yelat stipes, yeftw shews, gtarteredcap 

7 4121-1 KARTELL BOY (NZ) (210) (DG Jones) Mas VVffoms 11 II 0 NWOfacnscn 

fjgMOiue pin* sftfeed tares, p>A cap 

8 /BP1- CREDO ISKING (311) (GLPtrts) PRWfcttwB <1 « JAMeCwthy 

Emarrtdjpwi nMeffits. write aleews, amartd peer? sftrs 

9 3ff»W) HAVETOTHNl(28) (JBfadrweATCUTy. DMchOtN P Nriafc O Q12. BPowri 

YfAKtgHbk* hoop 

E 03/F-i OVER THE OEL (39(Q) (George IftnOPMoonay CD® MAFftgerald 

Ljy» Me pnk tares, check cap 

It lW>-32 GB«ALPONG0(14}(0){Mi3JKFcwM)TGeage9t)6 R Thornton 

Royal bbe. nrieasaAsc, roys/bbesberea »ri*psflra;/o)^ fare im write afar 

12 5221-5 GOU)0BWFT(22)(O(MreSWas)GBa!fangBt)3. B Fenton 

fineakf green anti jefcw (tjuwwad). eneraajuen tares 

G G-hR TOP JAVALW (NZ) (17) (C) (D) (Ms V Thm) N Hawlia 11 1) 2 . R Greene 

Bfart. red traces, rod tares, UaA amlafs. snped cap 

K 4-3341 WU.TWX(18HCDHI*3EKas)KBavtoCOO LHanrey 

Dw* Uw. vrfwe tSamond. wta cap, ate* blue spaa 
-14 declared - 

Mfamu mwelghc Ida True fian t fcap watghc WI Wr fla 8ft. 

BETTING: 51 River Mandate. 51 FbQOf Oats, 7-1 MateB Boy. 51 A C N Bgaess. Hatchem Boy, 
51 General Pongo, 151 HBI THa. Over The Dert, 12-1 Stmley Bay, 151 Tbp Javafln. 151 Gold- 
enewKt, Sfatar Stepharto. 251 Credo Is King. 251 Have lb Think 
FORM GUIDE 

RIVER MANDATE made a pieasng refam when runner-tp behnd subsequent Welch Na- 
tonal second Oom Samurai £t Chepstow and can go one better off the same ratng. Sun- 
ley Boy reserves fas best for Wrtcarrtoa where he was wmng tar the fifth bme when 
beofaig Andre Laval half a length to November. Selection: RIVER MAM3ATE 


CH ALLOW HURDLE (GRADE 1) (CLASS A) 
£25,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £15,550 


L^L___| £25,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £15^50 

1 1221-2 ARCTIC CAB1PER (15) (BF) (Lady Hants) D Ndcfecn 6 n 7 R Johnson 

Uaine and leflow cfwc*. ytebw sfeeves 

2 4-676 CHABROL (CAN) (43) (D) (The Ctafrrt ftrllwshpl John Beny 511 7. BPowel 

fled yefcM hatred sleeves, redcap, yefcw tear 

3 01-TG EASY FEBUN (21) (MPButa 5th FfardyStoUemanODMcholscn 6117 _ ._A Thcmton 

fiiwrakfgwnandefrte oSworafe eftrerans on taw 


[w ,- Qc| ADDISON OF NEWPORT NOVICE HURDLE IRRCI* 
i>jo I (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 4f 110yds 
Penalty Value £3,193 

1 PP-PPi EASBYJOCT(8) (D) (GROthatfiSKeffleHefl Dll h Mr S Durack p) 

Sterti, red Cross of orama tares and cap 

2 mi NORDIC PHWCE (IRE) (130) (CD) (Ban OKaneJJOSw 7 11 11 .JIIcfaN Breman (3) 

Wtte, red hoop, nhtetaves, ndddnond s 


53 BAraUNG SHOOK (IRS (15) (AS»tTWC& >*s J MStnnaH) PH»ts6 11 5..aibnnsy 
Bejp and etooml green efieefc toigetaws 

4 95*0 HEX3HTH OF FAME (33) (pr WDMBdendaArd Jana 5vans)JHeta1an 7h5 D Byrne 

Siwaldfyeea bfacfrtf»«in. fifce* aid sm&aH green dievrans on tares 

5 PP-OO* IONG PADDY (IRE) (15) 9*s S A Evans) i*s S Jefraon 6 71 5 .W Maraton 

Brrsrau grean. rad tare* wMs cap, red apeft 

8 0028 MUALLAF (BM) (18) (Ms Am Woofawr) Mrs A Ytoofaow 6 n 5. .G Hogan (3) 

EBrk tta orange «asfi ondtates. tpfir fifes cap 

7 35 PAT BUCKLEY (249) (Iks K L Urfahart) N THraorvOreies 7 H 5 C Mauds 

Gc*f. ^eencap 

8 205 SHROPSHIRE GALE QRE) (278) (A Sianett 5 Ms JMStemetl)P Hobbs 7 Tl 5R Fanant 

Bta and amrtd ffeen c/ieck. Cage tares 

8 3- SYDfEYTWCTTHOUSAND (NZ) (345) Mctert H WfatQ MssHKrtcfaSTI 5 JFTJBoy 

Oar* btrs and ata check, cbm ota denies, emerald gean cap 

n U-00 TTRLEY GALE (2S) (Dcreld SnAfa J Smti 6 n S. - LCon*ntos(5) 

Emeran^een, white cress bats and taw&taedctp 


0* WESLEY8LAD (1H£) (30) (BranYfibrro) DBuchel* C6 JIJBurohrt 

fadanddarii green siripss. ertp? tares r&icsp 

—11 dodvoij- 

BETTING: 74 Syrkwy TVrothousaid, 10530 Eesby Jokac, 51 Pat Buddsy- 51 Norrtc Prince, 51 
Wesleys lad. 12-1 BafataOng Brook, Shropshire Goto, 1*-1 HMghth Of Fame, MuaHaf, 251 olhera 
FORM GUIDE 

Rat Buckley, a rurner at Ascot on Ms second hudes start, axdd wel be 141 to tfas task 
with the stable back to great farm Another of merest fa Henrietta Krtghtb Sydney Itoot- 
houaend, wha was beaten orty a netft by Boro Bow at Gowran Park a year ago He Is 
ta type 10 reiah Mb ataymg Up and the stables horses go wei when fresh. EASBY JOK- 
ER. acJecert chaser over this top, wae good enough to win ewer hudfas at Ayr an Boor- 
mg Day. n was a weak race, but Eosby Joker a to good heart end can defy the penalty 
with his fitness advantage Selection: EASBY JOKER 


ROGER ASTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) fpppT* 
£5,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £3,599 l PPU1 


1 0Q BAHTON BLACK g<2) tin (Startey W Ctarke) S Beckrtaw E Tl S. SWym« 

Or* 9osn itMe ssftes. Mack and wMe astoed abates 

2 II BRAMEABHLLOflp(RE)^<q(UchaelHVfen)MKH)<nrta7i15 JFTttey 

IMr Me reef hMb tack, darit fifes steres. emeafet assn nap 

3 IPPM CAPTAIN MY CAPTAIN (17) (D) (The Antal Mamas] R Bratorton X) II 5 - -SCunwi 

ibksk maroon afersL anrtBQ end sas cn cap 

4 43468=’ CROOGIAMOflLL QRE) (18){MsCKeey)KBidg«^to7 H 5 ..WHun 

Yeton tuple chewnrn «4wdtates. pripfe cap. teflowser 

5 OPfl-P OAWNINViraCBeWjDJCtaiDCaroyilS ZZ . ._ ... J R Kavansgh 

Os* btej&ibb#cii6mm(larii blue stoma and cep 

6 21-350 ECLIPTIC MOON (IRQ (T7D) (CTifagson) CPogson 8 H 5 N Bentley 

Ltfa green and raf Muararao), red ta*os and cap 

7 331-3* fflATAN (IRE) (8) BM (SMigfn Rafaro) D Gandrto 6 n 5 GUpton 

Qsfi blue, %fy ban sat red taws, rad cur W« fiba ste 

8 U30PH WISLEY WOfCBt {7q (M (efcfay Gcd Pai n asrn) N TwcfcrtOwea Bug CNata 

OatBfeeiwta(dEi*tniirtetaws.da«fifeeaxo.daiififeErcBn wt*e ssoe 
-Odetaad- 

BETTWG.2-1 BrtenfaWifi Chiaf, 52 Vfeiey Wonttor, 1 14 Sebfen, 7-1 Barton Beck. 12-1 Captain 
My Captain, 151 Dawn Imrsdar, 20-1 CrodmamoMU. Frfi ptto Boon 


Q 05135 MA5SYHR SEVENTSN (T2) (Cl (Derek tftbetal H Cotogrtge < 8 C .JOutong 

Pfaois. wta vie. purple tares, ssiped cap 

h drew- FABULOUS MTOTO (155) (Q (D) (NRPte) MSemdasS 7 O NCartsie* 

L^r ,?een and red sspsa. green stesres. figtt greai cap red spas 

-II dedsred- 

Uanun vrenjff 7a I Oft True r&x Heap rrefgfic Fdbuhu Mwo 7Sf 9ft 

BETTING: 51 Wgrt CHr. 9-2 Quiet Arch. 1 1-2 Massy* Seventeen, 51 Sfebeny, Tre^Oias Kvisra, 
151 Sea Dundy, Wott ashra nMes, 151 Pram far Dance, 151 Princs Danzig, Fafadou Utoto.251 
Squfra'i Occasion 

1997 Stsunzoter Stanly *9 12 G Carte 9-2 it fev(CCyar) tarn £)iQ ran 
FORM GUIDE 

NIGHT CITY, who returned to wrmg form to November when beating Stasafask in a 
course and distance darner, flopped * Southwel afterwards but ran out a stoarwmer 
back over U ffatongs here t ? toys ago makng air to beat Tarry two lengths (Squire's 
Occasion taiad of^ He fa not harahty treated off a 5fo faster mark. Ttn^ours Rhriera 
was a siaytng-on thad to n-torm Democsat last time over the attended rare furl ongs a t 
Wofverhanpton He has shewn he handtes Equbadr to the past but the trip fa stretch- 
ing his stanwta. On hfa (tost on ssice August Quiet Arch was eta to back to CUssc 
Find's 8>-fwtong race 12 days ago ana gave encouragement rwvwig on nto toto seventh 
of W. with Massyar Seventeen *»ti having made much of the rortotog. Quet Arto stays 
t2 htoongs and should be a dang* The wtf stretch Massyar Severtfaefl3 stamina- Fab- 
utous Mtoto stays wel enough, though, and has his first run on Equnrack snee gong 
down by three-quarters of a length d to The Money over ths trip in March (Wottashambiea 
*ght lengths back in fifth). Premier Dance was beaten e^tt lengths ri third to Random 
Kvidnesa at Wolverhampton last time fife recent winmg has aO been on Fferesartd-bul 
hs ckd score twice here r fas younger days Selection: MGHT CITY 


LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY HANDICAP Hr%j| I 
(QUALIRER) (CLASS D) (Div I) £7,000 added 71 L v ^ t \ 


fO- ■ VPf (QUALIRER) (CLASS D) (Div I) £7,000 added 71 j " [ 
Penalty Value £4,720 

1 05453- SPEEDY ClASSKI (36) (CO) [BcutP Wales MheatonESsB tD3 - . — AQtek7 

ligfir blue, ruwl Cfce am® 

2 05212- PALACEGATE TOUCH (15) (CD) (A B Pam J Beny 3 9 *>- C Lowthtr (3) 9 B 

Dar* bfee. disc, rota tares, dart, ok* arm car* ta cap. yeta qaa 
5 5U05 THE WYANDOTTE INN (1481 (CO) A 1 5andm) k Sito** 99 . Amende Sandses 2 
*efcw. Itjn Ch* san cap tgltUuBdar 

i 3605 MR MAJIOl (22) <C J Lfectal B Meehan * 9 6 -NThbbutlSB 

Pi rA. ttac* 3S charore an sfanes. trad cap 

5 *0005 TEHTTUM (77) (M Barton! uoy Kefenay 692 - - - ^AWhatan(3)4 

Maroon, tors bhxSEt maroon sieeves wah igH (Am son. maroon cap rvd Cgttfifcesfers 


Dans GNeB3B 


Martin Dwy*8 


6 ?tw- DESaDAN(J37)(D|fMAVi3fd) j Jertire? 90 . DHo8aod1 

PirA. jark Mri ssr ana sar on cap 

7 64335 BAfBASON (22) (CD) l~ L H) G L Moora 8 8 C . .. . CmdyMonfaS 

PeDtoe. goW tava green cap 

8 5556-2 HAU TONE (Z) (Q f**s ' 3 M Tarrmermani H ftoner 689 - — Bane GNeB3B 

ftejelta. »riap sar. cheer cap 

9 300*5 TAILWIND (18) IP Homi V/ Mur * 7 n Martin Dwy* 8 

Rcyairtue. vetowsEsii toboft on tares 
-Sdecbrad- 

BETTING: 51 Speedy Classic. *-l Pafacsgats Touch. 9-2 Terfum. 51 Bartason. 114 HaM Tone. 
151 TaRvrind. 12-1 Hr Ma^ea. 151 The Wyandotte Urn. 251 Diesel Dan 
1997 Ajyal Carti'to 59*3 WfalwflTh J-1 la* iG L Maoral 0r»vn i51 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SPEEDY CLASSIC tailed by a head io peg bac* Aprtto Red m a sm-turtong handtoap 
on fas iaiessl run on SB Ncvemta and can go one eerier despte never having wrai off 
such a high mark ApoBc- Red boosted that form trv beatng Palacagate Touch a length 
here (60 iasr month with Half Tone swift. Hall Tone ftas Been sread/r coring to hand 
arvj hxrta ofay Pageb-?y loo good here >6fi on Mew Year a Day He has yet to win be- 
yond five furlongs, though. Barboson has not been nmng badly and hac Mr MaJIca 
befurfo when fifth ro Banzhal last time but ns © atfll paying the penalty (or hfa arocess- 
tul spel ©arty last year Tertlum has won |usi twice from numerous outings, but he has 
plenty of abtoty and is one to note an this debui tor Gey Kailev&y and first run on £qu>- 
track Tailwind has dropped io a good mart. wh*e The Wyandotte Inn shoutohjtw been 
refreshed by a break since August Sefecttom SP55DY CLASSIC 


LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY HANDICAP 
(QUALIRER) (CLASS D) (Div It) £7,0QQ added 7f Penalty 
Value £4,720 


1 34331- BANZHAF (22) (CD) i&van “tmOi o L Moore 5 DQ - __ACWr8 

2 'M*23- STOPPES BROW (2fl (Q (D) (BF) (L J Perrafal GL Moors 69 1) . . Candy Uonfa 4 

3 5D2QC- BLUE FlYER (97) (CO)(B Scorn fl rngarn 598 . . . -AUcOcne2B 

j row- VICTORY TEAM (22) (DJ [D] (fl J Lsrefej G Baking 695 SDfowaeT 

5 *0285 DELTA SOLEL (54) {Mrs T Cfossi V Soane 692 ..A Parham 6 

6 4032*- SCISSOR RIDGE (IS) (CD) (DoraU J Srcthi J Bndger 6 6 S .. - — F Norton 7 

7 WCn- REDOUBTABLE (8)|D) (Dereiw Oapnan) OChacrrenie n . . .ACrttwneS 

& 00(h3- (VORSOffl3(l5)(CO) !A p Gntfini Gay Ktota 5 8 r A Whelan (3) 3 

-Bdedered- 

BETTING: 114 Redoubtable. 4-1 BanzhzL 51 Scfasor Ridge. Ivors Deed. Stoppes Brow, 7-t Delta 
Soferl. 51 Vtatery Team. 151 Bfue Ffyer 

897 Step On Degac * 9 2 C- Ctohrihs (5) M iM Fetnerstcn-Gc-dfey, *a»/n i«i 6 rar 


* EVh FRENCH H0LUT{USA) (21) Ik Flood) FlferttoY' *7 -AThomtoa 

Dark Dfee, maroon errrtefa 

5 im LAREDO (29) iMCiaef and Gerry Worcefteh M Chirv» 5 n 7. ..._APMcCoy 

Lpnfifee btac* tares red teans. trad andkghtOueQxr&edcap 

6 n U3R0 JW (21) fkto.SY Thomas) 3010 8117 . . . MAFfegerakf 

ftapte refa» d'amenz on taw*, rfeaceredesp 

7 5f LORD OF THE RTVB1 (IS) (D) (B T StBt/an-Brwni 0 SPemcC 6 h 7 J A McCarthy 

Hcya! Oke. ix* a panels, pr* cap 

6 1.K ROW1NGT0N (29) (6*s Jane Lane; D fadOscr 7 n 7 . . NWManMn 

fioyai ta. nM cheifon*. whw taves due cap. fa»p6 
-ddacterad- 

BETT1NG: 74 French Htrty. 51 Ana* Carrier. J-l Lord Oftt* River. 51 lord JJm. 8-1 Laredo, 
12-1 Easy FeeOn. 251 Chabrol 

FORM GUIDE 

FRENCH HOLLY, wtoearen over tenber can cany on the good work. Laredo landed 
bumpers on fas angle start Iasi lerm and on hs reappearance and went m over umber 
a Market Ftasen. (Wfowrg up ai Hereford Lord Jim has scored at Chepsow and Cheiyen- 
ham and fa no worse off with Easy Feefin who was third to hm at Prestbury Park. Lord 
Of The Rhig . aftw a seven-length Wndsor vretory. I»af Arctic Camper a cooie ot tengtfts 
at Utnx&er hut the latter, although 5Jb worse oh here was backward 1 hen and might im- 
prove enough 10 dm the form around. Selection: FRENCH HOLIY 


NEWBURY CONFERENCE CENTRE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m If Penalty Value £2,726 


1 nOF2/ «AD FOR HEAVBi (5®) (D) |C OCmnef) R Hoad a ti Cl J Culoty 

2 FPiDP- JACK DOYLE (F21B) (Oar Logsacs) N TwsajrvDwiss 7 RO CUeweByn 

3 et-S 1 JOHN DRUMM (fl (CO) (AreJew Jertmsj P tfteJR* 7 ft 9 - . A Thornton 

4 P5343 MOUSE BIRD (15) (D) (Osben Rentel D Gandrtto 6 flO APMeCoy 

5 3-360R ROVESTAR (5) IG Burafi C Potfiam 7 h 0 .... _ MAFtogaraklB 

-5dectarad- 

BETTING: 54 Mouse Bed. 52 JKk Doyfa. 100-30 Jotei ftvnvn. 51 Rovsstar, 151 Head For Haavwi 


JOHN KERMODE 60TR BIRTHDAY NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5,500 added 3m 1 10yds Penalty Value £4,033 


1 51 BELM0RHJRUN0 (19) (MrsAJ Hsrtnai) M PpeS fl * 

2 DC^FU BRACKENHEATH (29) (D) Ifthn Grot) D Grssei 7 11 * . . 

3 02/123 IVOR’S FLUTTER (B) (HF) (W I M Perry) □ 3s*cnn 9 It 4 

4 1/632- BAflBARYFALCON(315)(PJJones)PJ3nes8 0C 

5 43 FUJIYAMA CREST Pfl)|R Bares) Ntatbson 6 tl12 

6 055 ICKFORD 0KEY (43) (PJ Mngfai) C-MortocL6 O li 

7 322 22 ATOHY COASTHT (NZ) (21) ID Andews) B De Haan 7 0S.. 

8 PFfP- WOLDSMAN p3S) (R B Sfafer) N T»nstotvO»nes 8 U £ . . 

9 POtVPP CAISLEAN □l£(48) (D R LBm)UssCCaroe8 8)7. - 

13 *30 DARK ROMAfKE (19) (A A Grtdsoil Z C Dseoi 9 B 7 

11 03 ROYAL CEUDH (14) (G C Farr) D Wfcms 5 D 7 — 

-ft dectared- 

BETTRIG: 52 Beknorbruno, 1 0530 Fujyama Crate. 51 hrorfa Flutter. 7- 
CoastBr. 151 Berbery Falcon, 351 others 


APMeCoy 
NWSaofaon 
..G Bradley 
M FficftanJs 
MAFBzgetakJB 
J A McCarthy 
CUeweSyn 
. J Gotdsteki (7) 
. .1 Lawrence 
.DBridgwater 
A Thorton 


1 Brackantiaatli. 151 Ivory 


WEATHERBYS ‘STARS OF TOMORROW’ OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE £1 ,550 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1,364 


CASTBBRIDGE (F%» R Beta) M J Weeden 6 11 * . 

3 CROOKEDSTDNE (259) (MafiGflnRLT Burgs) KBatore 114 

53 DEPUTY LEADER (1®) (Nwtury Ovroera Grcaai N Hendersc n 6 fl 4 _. 

2 DUNBURY FLYER (33) iGrtam Dtafl J 0tt6»l* . .. 

£ BAN ALLEY (28) (L S P Fbrtoataf P P *tatwr 5 n * . . 

OSY TROOPER (Mrs 0 QaesservBnerton) G Battng 5 n 4 .... „ 
OSCAR WILDE (PaJ Green) RAIner 6 ri* ... 


.M AFtegerakf 
_ C Ltenafyn 
. JAMcCartfty 

..Spot 

— ATharton 


8 PAHTY LEADER ISPS Group L10J MssH Kr»Jfl 5 ri 4 JCuBoty 

9 0 SHAGREEN pi) (JLCkjriqO)J Dirtop 5 ft * Mr H Dunlop (7) 

D TOM LOMAX (Terence Brady) R Budder 6 it * BPoweB 

Tl YOUNG THRUSTER (G»to Uatfrriemj N Twistan-Osvfas 5 Tl 4 LSulhemfT) 

C 0 KALE (14) (J J Bndger) J Bnoger EDO U Batchelor (7) 

T3 5 PRIDE OF P9«KHT (234) tC F A Newcombe 5 IQ B R Johnson 

M 00 WOODY SCUD (17) (Mrs J A Pcfiering) J Wienng GOB. GBrartey 

-14 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Durfeury Ffyer, 7-2 Deputy Leader, 51 Erin Alley. 7-1 Party Leader, 51 Crooked- 
state, Yfiung Thruster, 151 Shagreen, 151 Others 


FORM QUIDS 

BHAMSLEHILL CHIEF makes fas debut tor Henrietta Knight after a potot-to-potot wm 
to May. T99S He s ttefy to be ready lor M acaon despite the l engthy layoff and Ifas is 
not a hot raca Sslatan Bred the nud to hfa hureftng toys, but he has been a bit disap- 
pointing on two attempts over fences Selection: BRAMBLEHLL CHS 1 


f 0 og | PETER J DOUGLAS ENGINEERING LTD SELLING HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m Penalty Value £1,637 

1 /2S-01 AALELAALflB) (D) (Mrs Qistre Hake) P Hobbs tf d 11 ...GTrttney 

2 *363* SYUfAN SABRE (HE) (16) (CO) (J C PttwM) 0 Shw 9 n 11 JIBraman 

3 56F*P B0U) ACRE « (»A5 Mtoi C Uagar) J M &artey 6 71 5 . -Mr S Durack (5) B 

4 P505 PI CAPABUTY BROWN (G58) (D) (Qaed S Lewis} B Uanrtyn 11 tl 5 . ..llrJLUeweByn 

5 P CHSFU. GROW (IRE) (t*) (Bi Carte) 0 Shan 7 11 5 PMdtf^P) 

8 2-34PP COOL WEATTe? (KE) (29) (R J Hart C Pcpriam X1 11 5 -SWyrmeB 

7 3 «•*■ EXCUIStON (461) (Cfi (Jwnes Byma) J HaherftnS tl 5 _DByme 

8 3*646 KHAZAJS (USA) PO) (C) P? 1^*® M T Oraon) R Bldhertn 0 11 5 .S Currar 

9 oooen MAUHABAD (IRE) (t8) (D) (Mss Sarah Hairtaad) RHoftchead9 ri 5 — Gary Lyons 

O 0 SQUARE DEAL (FR) (14) [Partaig Ffanagan) S Bowing 7 11 5 . TDescombe 

tl 335 IP- TST MATCH (277) (CO){K J Otar) W Ory 11115 — RFansrt 

O 0 VSTTICALAiH (17) (D McCan) D McCszi 5 11 5 Tjsnks 

0 BONNY (GER) (FI 38) (D J Wriae) D WriBa 5 11 0 Wltarrton 

W *542- CROMABOO CROWN ps«) (John warde) P Brat 7 fl 0 WWMhtogten 

6 5 HAMA'S JEWEL (Iffi) (500) (PEctoSlPEetos 7 no TCNurphyR) 

6 56 LADYSUJl(8) (Mte J F Craze) Ifes J Craze 1 n 0 S Webster 

-18 declared - 

BETmG: IM AM a Art. 51 BcU Acre, 51 Syrian Store. T-1 Cramaboo Crown. 51 Tart Mata 151 
Ewfusfon, Khazari, U-1 Lady Sit Bonny, 151 Coal Weather, UaOiztrad, Square Dart. 251 Olhea 


| o ncf l BRAKE BROS. FOOD SERVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
J - uo l (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,736 

1 52331 WTRUTNpJjWKttsEHaftrfSGtoigsOeo Ur S Durack (5) 

2 226WF WKYS TO SAY (B) (D) (Ms T PrtEfard) Dr P Mchsrd B ri 11 DrPPrttch*d 

3 3-P331 ROWS FTH3E (B) (D) (WbEtaStapia' UtBEjofasCbscaTbe) C FcpOam 8 11 *_TD3secrebe 

* B914F WmrffiY [USA)(23) (O) (The I>KAP3rtr«rerip)MssASk*rt911C GTornwy 

5 -93311 ASnuLINVASXM (7){CD) (EVfeetman Ffaynck)sSDasi)TWfe( 7 TO C .Gay Lyons B 

6 1-2554 SHLLaAGHOAK(73MCEMar)JOSheoBV7 rfictai Brerwan (3) 

7 -02501 DAYS OF THUWXEH (8) (D) (W JOdaf) MrsSQrfcl OtJ5- fiCBfort 

8 F-6434 CHCUUVnON (15) (D) (C&ylm Stoy Partrersfap Lfe) □ McCsn 12 10 0 S Wynne 

9 55481 PEGMARNE (USA) (IB) (O) (ta Am Vfoortwr) Mrs A Ytoodwr 6 iQ 0 GHagan(3) 

-9 declared - 

MMnumwe^nr 10d. True fancScep iwvgfits Ctoadacn 8si 126, Pegarhe 9sr 1 1& 

BETTING: 7-2 Robtoa Pride, 52 In Dual, 114 Astral invasion, 51 Days Of Thundec 51 Wtabe- 
by, SfdBefegfi Oak, 151 Pegmarlne, 12-1 Who’s Tb Say Ckcubtion 


MEAT AND TWO VEG HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 

■ ,ao l £5^00 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £3,778 

1 6022-2 RUNAWAY PETE (USA) (22) (O U D Smaatoil M Pipe B 12 0 . .Ciiaoto 

S DO CT NATIVE FELD (RE) (16) /lar Jrtrccr) D ttrtt 9 T7 8 VMnM 

3 FF345 WHAftS YOUR STORY (BE) pB€)(JwryWr^fa)P RVfebber9H2 . . JBKantagfl 

4 212603 CASTLE SECRET (IQ (1^ Ms fUi 5urhef) 0 Guthd O T3 B .._DJBU«ftel 

5 F3,?TI ROYALE ANGELA (HT) (25) g Ne*9er J NevSe 6 1) O ... . . Mi S thsaek (5) 

6 5G44 TOWETOO (IRE) (39) (POsiar Lid) N Rnatii-DlHflE 7 06- - - TJerts 

7 5tW WBWS PRUJE (BE) (15) (C) |Mre W l BB fey) R HoBndiead 7 tl * SWynoe 

8 F©333 PRUSSW(T7)(ihBPnis3aPaftoennp)WQiy7t0i Cforroey 

-Sdedared- 

BE771NG; 11-4 TmfKtoo, 7-2 tommy Aria, 11-2 ffir&fe Pride, 51 Hnjafe Angeta. 7-1 Non 
Field. 51 PtUBsia. 12-1 Castle Seort, 151 Wtafs Tftw Story 




PUNTERS' GUIDE 


NEWBURY 

105: NAHRAWALI ran bis best 
race yet when second to Major 
Jamie in the competitive William 
HU Handicap Hurdle atSandown 
last rime. He is unproven on this 
ground, though, and Senator, not. 
full; fit when down the Odd in the 
San down race, is an alternative. 
□□□ 

L45: RIVER MANDATE goes well 
on soft mid loots back to form now 
that blinkers have been dispensed 
with. Top Javalin is the threat. 

COO 

2.15: FRENCH HOLLY won eas- : 
fly on soft last rime and looks like 
a top-dass recruit to hurdling. 

UTTOXETER (oh BBCI 

if Ncwtmi? is abandoned) 

1.05: SAIL BY THE STARS, who 
trotted up by six lengths over 3m 
at Lingfield on his most recent sran, 
goes well in the mud and looks die . 
pick of the weights. 

oun 

1 J5c SYDNEY TWOTHOUSAND, 
who showed plenty of promise on 
his only 'start over hurdles in Ire- 
land. should be up to winning this. 
Easfc^' Joker, with the crack daftn- 
ing jockey* Seamus Durack in the 
saddle, looks the danger. 

□CO 

2J>5: WISLEY WONDER, who re- 
fused on his last start over fences, 
has schooled well at home since 
and. with his van) having turned the 
corner with a vengeance, is worth 
one last chance. BramblehQl Chief 
may be the danger. 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


LINGFIELD 

L40: FRIENDLY BRAVE, in good 
farm and stin on a reasonable hand- 
icap mark, should be hard to beat. 
Our Sbadee may be the da ng er. 

e ra 

2.10: SCPERLAOrlemently treat- 
ed on his best form, has a baddy 
low draw and should go dose. 
Sharp Imp-, who acts welPon Eq- 
tiitrack. may pose most problems. 

era 

249: PRINCE DANZIG, who 
starts the year on a fair handicap 
mart, wGJ not be far away in an 
open race. Sqolre's Occasion may 
prove the mast potent threat 

era 

3.10: PALACEGATE TOUCH, a 
couzse-and-distance winner who is 
in great form at present. Will take 
some stopping. Iferriwn, well hand- 
icapped on his turf form, may be 
the main rival. 


NAAS 

i2fc MANHATTAN CASHS, dis- 
appointing over hurdles last rime 
but previously a bead second to 
Arctic Weather in the 2m If Grade 
Three Fortria Handicap Chase ai 
Navan, can make the most of the 
321b be receives from Dorans 
Pride, who wQi find this distance 
on' the short side. 


MANDARIN HANDICAP CHASE- 10 -YEAR-TALE 

1988 8990 91 8233 549596 97 

Fate of the favourites: 2 i 2 i 1 1 F 1/S A J A A 

WlrW» place in butttng: 2 1 2 1 1 1 0 1C A A 

StBrtfng-yfcos; 7-2 tt-10 3-1 4-5 1-2 9-4 25-1 4-1 A A 

Wtontng vrefgftte: U3 TUP WS 112 TOO 120 Ttl 1DB A A~ 

Wtonerisage: 867678 68A A 

Profit or loss to £1 stake: Favourites +£222 Second Favourites +B050 

Porcentagw of wkmore placed lat, 2nd or3nl In lest roes; 88% 

Shotteat-prtesd vrtrarors: Ghatarn (092) 1-2 

Longest-priced winner. Antonin (T934) 25-1 

'fop trainers: No trainer has won tfas race more than once in the past 10 yeas 
fop Jockey: No (ockey has won this race more then once in the past 10 yeare 


FIRST SHOW 


Night City (Lingfield. 2.40), an 
in-form horse who is proven on 
the all-weather surface, is avail- 
able at 9-2 with Coral - the Tote 
offer just 100-30. 

Tonjours Riviera, who is 
also in good heart, can be 
backed at 7-1 with Ladbrokes 
- Coral and William Hill are of- 
fering just 5-1. 

Wo ttash ambles, who has 
been running over hurdles, is 
12-1 with the Tote - Coral and 
Ladbrokes go 8-1. 

Ladbrokes bet on the 3 j 40 el Ungftakt 
7-2 Banzhat Redotaabta. 51 Scissor Ridge. 
Ti-2 Ivor* Deed, 7-1 Delta So6eL Stoppes 
Brow Victory Team. 12-1 Bk» Flyer. 

- Ian Davies 


Lingfield — 2.40 

C H L T 

d M K 41 IM 

jfajtetan 51 51 5i 51 

di 02 51151 W 


51 51 7-1 112 
02 7-1 .7-1 51 


Mtah te rtta 51 tyi 5i 151 

ftinceOwAi wl 11-1 0^1 B-1 

Mutate tato H-1 151 151 151 

SortfiOrxtan Q-1 151 H-1 151 

&crirayaW/®»oc*fc,ptaJi,23 
C-CoalH -Wtan fft L-LedtataT-Tcte 


Newbury - 1.45 


t- 1 « • oa 


02 



92 92 92 51 


Trtte 

51 

92 

51 51 


RtoJatai 



51 T-1 


151 0-1 


151 


151 151 


51 0-1 151 51 


151 IM 151 0-1 


ton SUM 14-1 251 H-1 


tat 251 25-7 257 



ExtoM* eOh hoeddg places T. 2 3 

C - Gta H - Vlfem « L- UdKte&T-lfe 


Eadi ta 9 quetrfte eta ptess 7. Z 3 
C-CaatH-VWanhi.T-'fcte 


NAAS 


IO on I BOYNE HANDICAP CHASE £8,000 added fM 
2m 3f Penalty Iftdue £5,480 ^ 

1 31-TTl DORANS PRlDe p7) (CD) If J Doran) M Houiqai 500 R Domnody 

2 PO20 MAHHATTAN CASTLE (3^ (tq (P Stapes**) A L klaare 99 10 TP Treaty 

3 11*50 DUNBaLE(14)(MraACcmo»y]PFahy997 G Cottar 

4 3P-0P1 MACALUSTBt (7) tos M T Qlth) V Bowte 8 9 7 BBmrent(3) 

5 2FOOD NEW CO (7) (E»n Of the late Ms LC Reran) MMvra 09 7 JMMogta(5) 

8 TOP-31 SECOND SC7BUAL (56) (CD) (HMcMahcn)M55 A McMahon 097 .KPGaute 

-6dedared- 

Mrtmwnsegft 9 s 7 ft Tn« ftandfcap migfa: Me* Co Ba flfi. Second Srtcdtof M 2 ft, Dai Sals 
8 S 1 9 ft, Msctattr 789 ft 

KTDNG.-1-3Dtean»Prito 57 MartMtenCeta 51 New Co, 51 Second ScheduaL 751 Cto» 
Bade, 251 MnUster 


RACING RISULTS 


AYR 

1&40: T. ROBBO (P Nrven) 4-6 tar; 2. 
San Franc isc o ft -4; a Jukebox Jive 9-2. 


1.3tt 1. PLAN FOR PROHT (Dean MdC- 
eown) 54 fav; Z Rembo Wtaer5T; 3. Pine 


3 ran. «. dst (Mrs M ftevefey Saktxjn) Uta: 
CMtt DF: 534a CSF: S2M. fiR: State Casi- 
nos Boy. 

1.10: 1. JYMJAM JOWWY (P Mvon) 7-4 


Ridge Lad DCz-SQ 9 ran. 4. V*. (M Jdlwstan, 
Waeham). Tbta: £300; £VD. EISQ, £17U 
DF: £Sia CSF: 55.7a Tno: E2X NR: Gen- 
uine John 

2«t 1. PIP’S ADDfTTON (TSprts« 51 ; 
a I’m Tef 7-4 tav; a Hany Wanderer 11-2. 
13 ran. S5hd. IV- (J Gtover. Mmsop) fota 
E5D0: C120, CL3Q C230. DF: CaBD CSF: 
£1032. Tricast: £3637. 

■ 2-30: 1. JULIES JEWEL (FNorton) 10-1; 

2. Just Another Time 52 fev; 3. PemBees 
B-t 11 ran. •/,. v/.. (M Chapman. Mericot 
R«W1). Tote: £730; £ 2 . 0 , £150. EWtt DF: 
m3Q CSF: £3400 7Hcaat £16030 Tho: 
E492Q 

3J)0: 1. RQi MUNDI (A McCarthy) ft-8 
tev; 2. Phtarw 5 1 ; a Head GeRfaner5t 
12 6 f p E «™. WaMtooan. foie: 

EMO; cun tiaa £2J0 DF: BUO CSF: £8311 
Trio: £BJ3a NR: Awafeh. 

3-30: 1. RONQU1STA D*OR (S Drowna) 
7-1 ;2. Datahsniie 11-1 ; 3. Friendly Kalght 
5L 13 lien. 7-2 lav Sidney The KJdnay (5th). 
U 2- (GHam. Axbridga). Toto: £730; £2Dft 
C2Ba £230 DF; E657U CSF: £8831 Trio- 
ta; £61031 Tno: £14730. 

Plecopotenao Quadpot: £240. 

Pte«* & C825 Place 5: £240 


« fav, 2. Rachaars Owen 9-2; 3. Cuthffl 
Hope 7-4 |t fair. 7 ran. Vh. 2ft (J J DNeflL 
Pereilri). TMk £2.30; £180. £150 DF: £4fla 
CSF; ES2& NFt Arcfic Sandy. 

I^M: 1. SWEEP GENTUr (Hctad Quest) 
evens fev; 2. Buabhafl Uor 33-1 ; a fo^)ay 


To-Day 54. 8 ran. 3. hd. (Mrs S Smith. Bin- 
gey) Tdts:J2 Xr. £160 E30Q C«1 Of. 57650 

£10: 1. COQUI LANE (D Parker) 7-2; 2. 
Beacfry Head 51 fav; 3. Mr Knttwtt 5l 6 
rm. 14. »(J Dm HsncC Tom £460: £ma 
£2.10. DF: £44aCSF: £1239 Only ttrafln- 
fahed 

2M: 1. CASH BOX <N Smith) 7-dll fav: 
2. Diddy Rymer 7-4 )t fav; 3. Uritathen 3-1 
4 ran. ft dsL (T Carr, SafitxirvtwSea). Tata: 
£2.70. DF: £270 CSF: £501 

3.10*. 1. SUNNY LEITH (A Dofifcto) 51 ; 
2. IGdlaw 51 : 3- Cottstown Boy 51 7 ran. 
52favWrigOf7heBuirsn(felt7.Y«.(PMon- 
teilh. Rosenwl). foie: £6«J: £22a £330 DF: 
E17/JO CSF: £4347. THcast £34772 Mt The 


Shy Ratal 

3.40: 1. RALLEGIO (I JareSns) 21 fev;2 
Pariah 51 ; X Common Sound 54 6 ran. 
it 14 (P Monteith. RosmreUl Tata: £220; 
£150. £170. OF: £530 CSF: C90U 
PtecapoC ETWaOQ Quadpot C80*a 
Place 6: EB007. Place 5: S*£E. 


SOUTHWELL 

1 ZDQ: 1 . JlBStEa* (Mss I Foustok) 51 : 
2 Tana Of Night 51 : 3 - Ring The Chief 
11 - 1 10 ran. 5-2 fav Shontare ( 5 thL IV*. 7 . 
fP Honing. Godaknlng* Tbte: £6.70: E20Q 
hfiQ £ 33 Q DF: CR. 70 CSR Tneasc 
£15230 Trio: £ 844 a 

1230: T. URSA MAJOR 04 ffannei) «.f; 
2 YOomrei Oiver 100 - 30: 2 Joseph’s Wine 
10-11 fev. 10 iteL .4 nk (A KoterTBU Nftw- 
mariret). TWe: £ 2230 : £ 34 ft EMtt EWL DF: 
£ 4220 . CSF: £3242 Trio* £3130 MT. Lady 
Komarta 

1 . 00 : 1 . MUARA BAY (Mss E Ramadan] 
5 ** fav: 2 Benjamins law 51 ; 3 . DonlDrop 
Bomb* 52 9 ran. 2 J V*. (G Lems Scorn). 
fotK £ 3 X 1 ; El 3 ft E 13 Q Elflfl. Dft C 203 U CSF: 
£ 20.74 Tricast r 72 fiL 1 tto: £ 132(1 


B Newbury aband oned (water logged). 

THE INDEPENDENT 

racing services 

0891 261 + 


Ikill CO gBUTABIESIgESfilf 


NEWBURY j 971 ) 981 

UTTOXETER 972 982_ 

MUSSELBURGH 973 983_ 

LINCRELD 1 974 984~ 

| ALL COURSES RESULTS 

1 0891 261 970 1 

CAM Store tafc us.de. 5Qta RK3A*ri 
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10-YEAR.TAlE 

M W if « -- 


Twiston-Davies a trainer 
of ability above question 


NigelTwkton- Davies 
doer not shout about his 
successes and certainly 
does.not heed to at the 
moment as his results 


remarkable sequence of 
wins ever the holiday 
period hasre-established 
him among the top flight 
oftrsuhenl 


When be sees a reporter’s note- 
book or a microphone pro- 
duced under his nose Nigel 
^nstofrDavies reacts as if he’s 
come across some toxic waste. 
If you ask the trainer why he 
doesn’t speak to the press he’s 
more than likely to ignore you. 

' Twston-Davies himself, 
however, cannot be ignored 


want to talk to me on his land, 
or anyone else's for that matter. 
“I don’t do interviews,” he said. 
“But 'I will answer a few ques- 
tions if you like.” This raised an 
interesting distinction. 

TViston-Davies is not rude 
about any of this and it's not that 

he’s shy. He just doesn't want 
to make a Charlie of himse lf on 
record “I don’t give myself the 
chance to say something silly 
and see h in the newspapers the 
following day ” he said. “Some 
trainers don’t come over too 
well on the television and say 
tilings that they regret after- 
wards. I prefer to let the hors- 
es do the talking.” 

This information blackout 
means that little is known about 
the secretive life of theTWiston- 
Davies. He is rather like one of 
those brightly spangled butter- 


at the. -moment. On the 

morning of Boring Day he nv DIPUADH 
*was I9th/.in the trainers’ D I rvi Li flAlvL/ 

* championship with eight _ 

winnerefor the season, a six £ DjMOiNl D SON 

per. cent,. strike-rate and 


i Favrsif *« . 


isgfieid — 


£86,000 in earnings. His — 
Cheltenham stable had been 
wreathed with virus. By this 
morning he had leaped to sixth. 
Earth Summit had collected a 
Welsh' National, Kerawi the 
Christmas Hurdle and Thursday 
tod yielded a hat-trick. At times 
like this raring editors ask their 
men to have another go at se- 
curing an audience. 

My trump card here was Pe- 
ter Scudamore, the former 
champion jumps jockey and 
/assistant to TWi^ton-Davies. For 
reasons known exclusively to 
himself, Sen talks to me.“What- 
- ever you do don’t ring Nigel.” 
Scu said. “Bike. him out to 
lunch.” I thought this was a bit 
of an insult to a reporter of 20 
years standing used to 
! wheedling out words on the tele- 
; phone. But then Scu was right. 

Nigel Twiston-Davies is a 
\ conversational Scrooge and 
j speaking to him is like trying to 


flies that exist uniquely in Suma- 
tra. But if you wait long enough 
by the watering hole thaL is Th’ 
Hollow Bottom in Guiting Pow- 
er you can catch a glimpse of 
this easily startled creature. It 
will either have a lager or gin 
and soda in its hand 

Indeed, one of the disap- 
pointments of Nigel’s press 
rednsion is that he appears 
like a bloke who might be good 
company. His face looks as 
though it has been dipped in a 
barrel of beetroot and his 40- 
year-old physique has obvious- 
ly collided with a few parties. 

At the races, it always ap- 
pears as though Ttiviston- 
Davies’s body is attempting to 
. escape from its dothing and you 
have to stop yourself trying to 
undo his top button. He demon- 
strates that he is not going to be 
fooled by fashion gurus bywear- 


I get blood but of a- hundred- ing something dangerously dose 
| weight. Nigel said he .didn't, ^to Paddingtqp’s duffel coat 

Beflator best bet but 
weather likely to win 


While Eton might be fa- 
mous for producing young men 
who are probably very good at 
flipping a pancake through 180 
degrees, Twiston-Davies is a 
product of RadlCy. the trainer 
factory. His name, upbringing 
and manner lead many to mis- 
diagnose him . “The persona 
roost people have of him and the 
reality are two totally different 
things,” Scudamore said. “The 
general impression seems to be 
that he’s not approachable. 

“We've got an owner here 
called Fred Mills, who’s from 
Essex and not the sort of per- 
son you would imagine having 
a horse with a double-barrelled 
public schoolboy. When you see 
this ex-Radley schoolboy who 
doesn't talk to the press it 
rather creates the image of an 
unapproachable figure out of 

touch with the common 

man, which is very much Lhe 
opposite of what he is.” 

Though he has trained 
_ from Grange Hill Farm at 
y] Nauntoa Gloucestershire, 
since 198}, TWiston-Davies’s 
— operation has only really 
swollen since Scudamore 
became his assistant on retire- 
ment in the spring of 1993. The 
talk at the time was that Scu had 
been smuggling home secrets 
from Martin Pipe's yard in his 
lunch box. It is an allegation that 
neither man denies. 

Grange Hill Farm started 
this season with more than SO 
horses. “We’re one of the big- 
ger yards in terms of numbers 
but we haven't got that many ex- 
pensive horses,” Twiston-Davies 
said. “The majority of our own- 
ers come to us as opposed to us 
searching around London or 
wherever for them. We’re not 
veiy good at the PR side and 
most of our horses are from lo- 
cal people, who possibly haven't 
got as much money as others. 

“Rsrhaps I'm happier deal- 
ing with that sort of horse, that 
it’s not the end of the world 
should something happen to go 
wrong with it” 

He won’t admit this, but 


wfctJry - i .45 


— The elements will decide 
today's course of action 
.... for armchair punters. Greg 
Wood on a valuable card 
hanging m the balance. 


Officially the going at Newbuty 
i yesterday was supposed to be 
, soft with heavy patches. Unof- 
ficially, it was wet enough to 
:’ skim pebbles on the home 
1 ^straight after an overnight 
. - downpour, and the card 
. planned for yesterday was im- 
, mediately abandoned. Worse 
stilt, more rain is expected, and 
today's Mandarin Chase meet- 
ing may Well go the same way. 

If the meeting survives a 
V7J0am inspection, racegoers 

have nme races to keep them 
warm, with tiro of yesterday’s 
. events being held over to today. 
If it fails the test, the BBC will 
cover three rabesfrom Uttoxeter, 
wiule on Channel 4 we have Do- 
rans Pride in action at Naas and 
the dubious delights ; of Ung- 
fiekfs all-weather Flat card. 

In fact, punters should not 
have anything to do with flie lat- 
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that that the carcLft sponsored 
C, tyXadbrokes,vto swi^^ 

Coral eariier this week and then 
.... had the cheek to claim that 
punters would^ .be better seived 
’j' as a result There are a total of 
horses entered to inn at. 
■■ '* IJBigSdd today, encra^i to pro- 
. dnee an impressive amount of 
T- : manure, : but stilt nothing to 
compare to the pile which Chris 


Bell Ladbrokes managing di- 
rector, served up on Thursday. 
“There are still plenty of options 
when all the independent book- 
makers are taken into account,” 
Bell was quoted as saying. 
Whether or not he did so with 
a straight face went unrecorded. 

Lmgfield is, in any case, a 
very trappy card, whereas if 
Newbury goes ahead both the 
Mandarin Chase and ChaDow 
Hurdle are fascinating heats. 

Ability to act in the mud is 
essential and there are several 
runners with just such an affin- 
ity in the Mandarin. However, 
one of them is Sister Stephanie. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Wisley Wonder 
{Uttoxeter 105 ) 

NB: General Pongp 
(Newbury 1.45) 

whose attitude deteriorates by 
the race, which leaves River 
Mandate and ANC Express 
(1.45) to consider. The latter is 

the better bet as he may be open 

to rather more improvement. 

The Challow Hurdle brings 
together some of the most 
promising young hurdlers in the 
country. French Holly will be 
hard to beat, but Laredo (next 
best 2.15), latest potential 
star from Noel Chance's yard, 
could provide a little value. 

BELLATOR (1.15) is a dif- 
ficult horse to train but ran well 
fpr a long way in the William Hill 
Handicap Hurdle at San down. 
On his earlier winning form, he 

is generously weighted. 
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ATHLETICS 


Durham can be 
stepping stone 

for Rad cl if fe 


Twiston-Davies more party casualty than fashion victim Photograph: Phil Smhh/Sporting Ufa 


GREG 

WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 

P is for . . . 


Face: A vital consideration 
when deciding whether or 
not the form of a race is like- 
ly to work out. If the runners 
are strung out like clothes on 
a line within a few moments 
of the start, it is a fair as- 
sumption that the pace is a 
good one, and quite simply, 
the better the pace, the firmer 
the form. A horse which 
emerges an easy winner in a 
fast-run race has almost cer- 
tainly put up a performance 
of real merit, while at the oth- 
er end of the scale, form 
recorded in a slowly-run race 
must always be treated with 
caution. The apparently im- 
pressive winners of such 
events have probably gone on 
to pay for more tacky exten- 
sions to bookmakers’ homes 
than any other type of horse. 


old Twiston-Davies is. in fact, a 
bit of a worrier. Last week's sal- 
vo was deeply important to 
him. "It was very good for 
everyone’s morale: for the yard, 
the owners, everybody, " he ad- 
mitted. “And for my temper, ac- 
cording to my wife." 

Scudamore goes further. 
“\bu can't overestimate the im- 
portance of that weekend."' he 
said. “Nigel definitely fell the 
pressure during our bad run. 
And he may not look like that 
type of person, but before big 


Paddock: Unlike the chancers 
who hang out at the sales 
rings (see Pedigree, below i. 
punters who study horses in 
the paddock do at least know 
that their judgement will he 
put to the ultimate test with- 
in the next 20 minutes, a 
thought which can concen- 
trate the mind admirably. A 
horse’s physical appearance or 
manner should only add to 
close scrutiny of the form, 
and never replace it altogeth- 
er, but once you feel that you 
have narrowed the field down 
to a handful of possibles, it 
never hurts to give them the 
once-over before placing a 
bet. Ideally, they should be re- 
laxed but not dopey, shiny uf 
coat, eye and shoe (meaning 
that they are w earing light rac- 
ing plates rather than heavy 
training shoes ). and with well- 
defined musculature, particu- 
larly around the backside. 
What paddock study w ill nev- 
er tell you, however, is exact- 
ly what is going on in a horse "s 
mind. The first punter to crack 
that particular puzzle will find 
themselves banned from even, 
betting shop in Britain within 
the hour. 

Paget, Dorothy: One of the 
most eccentric and reckless 
gamblers ever to enter a bel- 
ting ring and the owner of 
Golden Miller, fixe times the 
winner of the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup. Nocturnal unless 
she had a major meeting to at- 
tend, Page l would breakfast in 
the evening and retire at day- 
break. often phoning her long- 
suffering trainers to discuss 


races he does worry about things. 
“He’s very good with people. 
He's open and he wears his 
heart on his sleeve a bit. He 
does get wound up. 

“Only about a third of hors- 
es ever win a race, so most of 
the time you're letting people 
down and that's quite hard. 
You're always ringing up friends 
and telling them their horse has 
got a cough or a leg and that’s 
very difficult. That sort of pres- 
sure gets to Nigel." 

Twiston-Davies can afford to 


relax a little now, though. The 
horseS are running beautifully 
and jumping even better, thanks 
largely to the specialist input of 
Ginny Elliot, the former world 
champion eventer. Wisley Won- 
der, in particular, has shown im- 
provement in his schooling 
recently and is considered the 
yard's best hope at Uttoxeter 
this afternoon. Last time, at 
Wineanton’s final obstacle, the 
seven-year-old refused when 
asked the question. They do a 
lot of that at his yard. 


running plans at 3.00 in the 
morning. She would call book- 
makers to hack her runners 
hours alter the race in ques- 
tion had taken place, and such 
was her honesty - or perhaps 
the amount of red ink un her 
balance sheet - that the bets 
were honoured, win or lose. 
Paget was. in a word, bonkers, 
but she must have been doing 
something right, since she re- 
mains the i «n!\ woman to ha\e 
owned a winner of both the 
Derby and Grand National. 

Pari-mutuel: French fur the 
Tote, and the only wav you can 
bet on the nags (legal!) at 
least! nm just in France, but 
in many other countries as 
well. This is .i source of much 
irritation to British bookmak- 
ers. who would love nothing 
more than to break into the 
French PMU monopoly on 
belting and stan milking the 
system in much the same way 
(hat they do over here. EC 
competition law might be ex- 
pected to « »lfer them some 
hope, but so far at least, the 
clever people who run the 
5ocie le d'Eneiiuragcmem 
(French BHBl have managed 
to stop them in their tracks on 
the British side of La Manchc. 
The only lime most Brils will 
encounter the PMU is on 
their annual trip to 
Longchamp for the Arc in Oc- 
tober. when it best described 
as a very long queue with 
frustrated punters at one end 
and :i charmless bandit wiih a 
badge behind the scruffy win- 
dow ai the other. Jn the un- 
likely event that vnu ever 


actually manage to place a bet, 
remember to check both your 
ticket and your change. 

Pedigree: About as much use 
in judging a horse as it is in 
judging a person - ie. almost 
none at all - but fortunately for 
the people who run bloodstock 
auctions, this information has 
yet to filter through to the 
ranks of obscenely wealthy 
owners who keep them in 
business. Nor. for that matter, 
has any serious appreciation of 
genetics impressed itself on the 
well-paid "pedigree experts" 
who advise them - or if it has, 
they are keeping very quiet 
about it. The problem for any- 
one try ing k» breed a winner 
is that a horse's genetic “pro- 
gram" includes tens of thou- 
sands ol' different genes, many 
of which will exert at least 
siime effect on its racing abil- 
ity. No one. though, knows pre- 
cisely which ones, how closely 
they are linked to others, or 
Lheir relative importance, and 
while a champion racehorse 
has dearly done pretty well in 
the genetic lotteiy. there is no 
way of knowing the extent to 
which its ability will be passed 
on to any particular foal. In 
other words, the entire busi- 
ness of selling untried race- 
horses runs on little more 
than guesswork and blagging, 
and a good thing too. other- 
wise we might not have en- 
joyed the marvellous spectacle 
of Sheikh Mohammed spend- 
ing Slu.2m on Snaafi Dancer, 
who was too slow to race and. 
better still, impotent when he 
arrived at stud. 


Many have been called 
but two too few have 
chosen to run in today’s 
international cross- 
country event at 
Durham. But the fields 
remain stronger, 

Mike Row bottom reports 


Britain's top cross-country ex- 
ponents, Paula Radcliffe and 
Jon Brown, return to domes- 
tic action at today's Durham 
international event seeking to 
establish their credentials as 
potential medallists this sea- 
son. 

Radcliffe, second in last 
year's World Championships, is 
chasing a third victory in this 
event. The British 5,000 metres 
record bolder feels she can 
strike gold in either the Com- 
monwealth Games or Euro- 
pean Championships this 
season. 

“Winning is important for 
me, but I also have to look to 
the long term.” said Radcliffe. 
who has missed the Durham 
race only once since the 1AAF 
World Cross Challenge event 
began in 1988. 

Raddiffc’s outstanding per- 
formance at the World Cham- 
pionships in Turin, where she 
missed adding the senior title to 
the junior version she earned in 
1992 by a matter of a few yards, 
has seen her become far more 
particular about her racing cal- 
endar. 

“For that event I got my 
preparations absolutely right,” 
she said. “I restricted my com- 
petitive programme, went to al- 
titude training, then won a 
silver medal." 

After Durham, she will com- 
pete in Belfast on 24 January 
and Tourcoing in France a week 
later before training in the al- 
tilude of New Mexico. 

Her task today on a tough, 
undulating course overlooking 
Durham cathedral will be far 
from straightforward. 

She faces the world 10,000 
metres champion, Sally Bar- 
sosio of Kenya, and Catheri- 
na McKiernan, the highly 
experienced Irishwoman who 
has won a four world cross- 
country silver medals and will 
make her domestic marathon 
debut in London this spring af- 
ter becoming the fastest 


woman debutant at the event 
in October. 

A further challenge on a 
mud-bound course could come 
from Irina Mikitenko, of Khaz- 
akstan, who is now based in 
Germany. 

"There’s no way Til be un- 
derestimating anybody," Rad- 
cliffe said. “Barsosio can be 
indifferent, but McKiernans 
past record is proof of her abil- 
ity. whatever the conditions.” 

Brown, who chose not to de- 
fend his European title last 
month, has always planned to 
include Durham in his schedule 
- but the same cannot be said 
for the leading names the or- 
ganisers have attempted to 
bring to the field. 

Earlier this week Kenya's 
world 3,000m steeplechase 
champion, Wilson Boil Kip- 
keter, rendered himself ineli- 
gible after failing to pick up a 
visa that had been made ready 
for him at the British Embassy 
in Nairobi. 

And yesterday it was con- 
firmed that the man who was to 
have taken Kipketer's place, the 
former world champion Khalid 
Skah, had withdrawn at the or- 
ders of his national federation. 

Thomas Nyariki, Kenya's 
world bronze medallist, will 
now provide the main test to the 
Vancouver-based Brown, who 
will be running in Sheffield's 
colours. He will also be chal- 
lenged ty fellow Briton Keith 
Cullen. 

“You have got to expect the 
unexpected in this game." said 
a race organiser - rather politely 
in the circumstances. 

Skah was ordered home by 
the Moroccan Athletic Feder- 
ation, who host this year's 
World Championships in 
March. The Moroccans are 
keen to end Kenya's domination 
of the event and want Skah. who 
lives in Paris, to prepare along 
with his team-mates. 

The Moroccan has twice 
been the individual cross- 
country world champion, win- 
ning the event in 1990 and '91 . 

The Durham race organiser, 
Nigel Gough, said: “Khalid is 
extremely upset at what Is go- 
ing on and, as a senior in- 
ternational athlete and former 
Olympic 10,000 metres cham- 
pion, he just cannot under- 
stand why he's being told that 
he cannot race in Durham or 
anywhere else." 


BASKE TB ALL 

Jones returns to take over at 
Derby as Tucker storms out 


The new year took a surprising 
twist for Jeff Jones when he re- 
gained his coaching post with 
the Budweiser League club 
Derby Storm, who had replaced 
him last summer with an Amer- 
ican. Steve Tucker. 

“I know they are talking io 
other people, but it will be fun 
helping out for the foreseeable 
future." said Jones, a 43-year- 
old naturalised .American who 
made his debut for Manchester 
Giants 21 years ago and played 
16 times for England. 

Tucker made a noisy exit this 
week, complaining of players 
and coaches with “out of con- 
trol egos" and airing the wide- 
ly held view that the Basketball 
League does not implement 
its own salary cap. 

But Tucker’s retreat to 
Mississippi to rehabilitate from 
the after-effects of a car crash 
last January follows a disastrous 
campaign for Derby. Their loy- 

GOLF 


ai and partisan fans have been 
rewarded with just three 
League victories, two of those 
against winless Watford Royals. 

Jones said: “There is talent 
here but the players' confi- 
dence is shot to pieces, espe- 
cially after losing five games in 
overtime. I watched them play 
a few Limes and there wasn't a 
lot of structure on court.” 

Derby's opponents tonight 
are Chester Jets, whose coach, 
Mike Burton, brings his con- 
tinuing injury problems to the 
Moorways Leisure Centre. Bri- 
an Lloyd may return, but feDow 
Americans Ricardo Leonard 
and Sean Bell are out with 
knee injuries. 

Thames Valley Tigers face all 
of their challengers for the 
League title this month and 
open a testing schedule at home 
to London Towers and away to 
Sheffield Sharks tomorrow. 

- Richard Taylor 


Montgomerie’s bogeyman 
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To land one of the two biggest 
prizes in golf, Colin Mont- 
gomerie first has to beat the 
South African Ernie Els, the 
player who has twice denied him 
the US Open. The pair meet in 
today's semi-finals of the An- 
dersen Consulting World Match 
Play Championship in Scotts- 
dale, Arizona, with the winner 
then facing either the US PGA 
champion Davos Love or Ha- 
jime Meshiai, of Japan, in to- 
morrow’s final. 

Montgomerie qualified for 
the final four by win ning the Eu- 
ropean qualifier last May, de- 
feating Jose Maria Olazahal, 
Sam Torrance and Costantino 
Rocca, The Scot’s performance 
at The Buckinghamshire kick- 


started what until then had 
been a disappointing season and 
he went on, of course, to be 
crowned Europe’s No 1 for a 
record fifth successive time. 
But still he did not win a ma- 
jor, Els beating him by one shot 
in TS&sbington to bring back- 
memories of Montgomerie's 
play-off defeat in Pittsburgh 
three years earlier. 

The two met again during 
the Alfred Dunhill Cup at St 
Andrews in October and the 
match ended all square. They 
did not have to go to extra holes 
because South Africa had qual- 
ified for the semi-finals. “We’ll 
cany this one on to Phoenix," 
Ek said then. Now the time has 
come. 


- ■ 
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Guilt-edged pain and 



MIKE 

rowbottom 


ON FEELING 
BAD ABOUT 
THE LONDON 
MARATHON 


When did you first feel guilty 
about not ru nning the London 
Marathon? 

My initial experience of that 
familiar sensation occurred 
back in 1982, soon after the 
mass-participation event had 
taken its grip upon the nation's 
collective imagination. 

It was a sunny March morn- 
ing, and 1 was out running near 
my home. I had reached that 
satisfactory stage where the 
sweat was on me and the legs 
were moving without com- 
piainr. 

An elderly runner ap- 
proached. He was wearing one 
of those aerated shirts which re- 
semble the section on a grater 
for nutmeg -or carrot; and he 
had across his forehead a broad 
red sweatband. 


26 miles of regret as I run away from a New Year's revolution 


As we drew closer I noted 
two further details. He was do- 
ing a funny, breathing- lype 
thing - all rhythmic and delib- 
erate. And he was travelling 
faster than I was. 

Upping my pace, I pre- 
pared to exchange the tradi- 
tional greeting of those who 
meet in such circumstances - 
a nod of the head, maybe a 
clipped “Morning.'* 

So when he enquired: “Do- 
ing the London?" 1 was, as it 
were, caught on the wrong 
fooL I realised immediately 
what my response should be - 
a comradely “Yep!" Or even 
better. “Afraid so. Westminster 
Bridge or bust!" 

The actual response - “No” 
- possibly lacked a little in wit. 
But it had an effect. 


My inquisitor said nothing 
derogatory. As he passed, how- 
ever, he seemed to be carrying 
himself with just a touch more 
conviction, moving just a shade 
more easily. 

I. in contrast, felt the earth 
tu g gin g me down. I began to be 
aware of a pain in my side. 1 be- 
gan to wonder if the section of 
the path I had reached was ac- 
tually uphill, in real terms, 
even though it did not appear 
so. Could such a thing be pos- 
sible? If all the surrounding 
topography, by some freak of 
nature, conspired to create 
that effect? 

Or was it simply that 1 was 
feeling inferior? 

Somewhere in that sudden 
deflation, guilt was playing its 
part S imil ar emotions troubled 


me a couple of years later 
when a colleague was prepar- 
ing to run the event. 

Dave Bedford. Britain's 
jack-the-Iad world 10.000 me- 
tres record holder in the 1970s, 
once said the hardest pan of his 
training was getting out of the 
front door. 

I always thought Bedford 
was making life unnecessari- 
ly difficult for himself on this 
count. If the front door was 
such a problem, why not sim- 
ply use the back door in- 
stead? 

But no such weakness af- 
flicted ray friend, who was un- 
wavering in his dedication to 
running 26 miles, 385 yards. 

By the time the rest of us 
had sloped off to the canteen 
on our break, he would already 


be pounding his way along the 
Embankment, or Blackfriars 
Bridge, or however far it was 
he managed to get during the 
one-hour break, breathing in 
the fresh night air, at one with 
himself, working towards a 
goal. 

With his gaunt cheeks and 
serious Mars bar habit - this 
was a man m akin g maximum 
use of his time and ability. And 
as we sal and stuffed our faces, 
we ail felt... guilty. 

Marathon guilt, though, oc- 
curs in its purest form on the 
race route itself. And the best 
place to observe it is the road- 
side pub. 

The killer stretch of the 
London event comes at mile 16. 
when the 30-odd thousand 
strive rs negotiate the long. 


windswept loop around the 
Isle of Dogs. 

There is naught for comfort 
here other than the occasion- 
al brass band and the ragged 
cheers of those who dot the 
route. 

Often, you see runners reel 
exhaustedly from the pro- 
ceedings here. Perhaps they are 
simply stunned by the realisa- 
tion that, as the Marathon 
race literature points out, Ca- 
nary Wharf has 4.4 million 
square feet of office space and 
is constructed with 10 different 
types of Italian marble. 

But these individual dramas 
only serve to heighten the un- 
easy feelings which nag at 
those who gather on the pub 
forecourts clutching drinks and 
fags, ostensibly to cheer the 


gallant foot soldiers onwards. 

The problem with runners 
is this: they make everyone dse, 
by definition, a non-runner. 

All those who stand and 
watch, whether they like it or 
not, are mutely challenged by 
what they witness. They tip 
their ash, and stare into their 
glasses, and mutter their tra- 
ditionalspeaking parts: “Keep 
it going!" “Cheers!" “Hup- 
two! Hup- two!" “You’re all 
mad!" 

And the real giveaway. “I 
could do that." O drinkers at 
the Ambivalent Arms, nursing 
your beer and your regrets... 
But what has all this to do with 
the New Year? Very simple. 
Every year, without fall, I re- 
solve to run the next London 
Marathon. Cheers. 



Eat sandwiches in Jaws 
while 40ft monsters 
spit in the background 


With promising 10-lSfl swells in- 
creasing in frequency, with conflict- 
ing signals from Internet, satellite and 
Hawaiian soothsayers and the No 1 
wave measuring buoy off Kauai van- 
dalised, and with the North Shore ru- 
mour factory continuing to chum out 
ever taller stories of giant waves just 
over the horizon, the arguments 
rage on as to the exact whereabouts 
of the biggest wave. 

Just about all coastlines in the 
world have their proponents, from 
Fiji through Easter Island to Iceland. 
A passing Irishman assured me 
that the besL break in the world is 
to be found in Peru, at the end of 
a 10-hour trek through the jungle, 
and the only problem is you have to 
be equally adept with machete and 
board. But, even though San Fran- 
cisco (and specifically Mavericks) is 
avowed to have been the main ben- 
eficiary so far of El Nino, the real 
debate boils down to a play-off be- 
tween North Shore (Oahu) and Jaws 
(Maui). 

Jaws, formerly known as “Spot 
X", adjaccat to prime windsurfing 
venue Hookrpa, has only sprung to 
prominence in this decade. Break- 
ing just a few times a year in the ex- 
treme 30-40ft range, 
it was once consid- 
ered unridable. But 
the advent of tow-in 
has changed all that 
Among the <§lite big- 
wave surfers, a jet ski 
(with a driver), a tow- 
rope and a s limm er, 
shorter, more ma- 
noeuvrable board, 
has become standard 
equipment The ad- 
dition of a few hun- 
dred horsepower to 
the usual couple of 
arms, sling-shotting 
the surfer on to the 
face of otherwise ud- 
makeable waves (and 
then leaving him to 
his own more tradi- 
tional devices), has made accessible 
what Mark Foo called “the unridden 
realm". Thus Jaws has recently 
usurped the limelight in magazines, 
videos and. most recently, a glossy 
coffee-table book. 

The advantage of Jaws over the 
North Shore outer-reef “cloud- 
breaks” is that it has a deep, tran- 
quil channel where you can sit out 
beyond the shoulder and eat sand- 
wiches while 40ft monsters are spit- 
ting in the background But now the 
backlash has begun. 

“Real Men Paddle In” is the ex- 
plicit banner of Dan Merkel, veteran 
surf photographer and cameraman, 
the man who made John Milius’s 
classic surf movie Big Wednesday big 
(mainly with footage of Pipeline and 
Sunset), and who has just returned 
to the North Shore from Jaws. 
With the K2 Big Wave Challenge 
throwing the spotlight back on tra- 
ditional paddle-power, Merkel was 
getting a burrito at Cholo's in 
Haleiwa when he came out as a pow- 
erful adversary of the Maui tow-in 
crew. “There's eight of them. And 
they’re afraid of a real contest. 
They’re worried they’re going to 
come in second They won’t be king 
of the hill anymore." 

For the past two years, various 
sponsors - from Coca-Cola to Sony 
- have been trying to set up a 30ft- 
plus tow-in contest at Jaws, based 
broadly on the 20ft-plus Eddie 
Aikau at V&imea Bay model. But 
the plan has run into a lot of local 
opposition. The Jaws Eight have 
staked out the spot and tried to 
squeeze out any would-be claimants. 
“They think they own the place," 
complains MerkeL Dave Kalama, 
one of the eight, has gone on record 
(in Outside magazine) as saying 
that (a) this is the Everest of big 


wave spots, and (b) the place is too 
dangerous for a contest. He com- 
pares a wipe-out there to being beat- 
en to a pulp by Bruce Lee and then 
finally stomped on by a Sumo 
wrestler for good measure. And he 
claims to be acting out of purely al- 
truistic motives in blocking the 
event 

“That’s all bull," said Merkel. 
“Tow-in has actually made surfing 
safer. The risk factor is reduced 
whether you're at Jaws or not OK, 
a wipe-out is still a wipe-out But the 
real danger in surfing is not from the 
wave you’re on - it’s from the wave 
coming up outside. If you're’out of 
position, then the next wave is go- 
ing to slam you. With tow-in, that 
never happens. The jetski just whips 
you out of there in a second Any- 
one - anyone who knows what 
they’re doing in big waves - can get 
pulled in." 

Merkel argues that the quali- 
ty of surfers at Jaws is not propor- 
tionate to the quality of the wave and 
is actually lower than on the North 
Shore. “They're mostly old wind- 
surfers I shot 12 years ago. That’s 
why they want to keep everyone else 
out so their little secret doesn’t get 
out" 

Tow-in is the 
steroids of surfing, 
producing an im- 
pressive but un- 
earned inflationary 
supplement. And it’s 
true that banging on 
to the back of a 
Yamaha wave-run- 
ner, I was relatively 
happy to get in 
among the huge stuff, 
although I nearly had 
a heart attack when 
the engine stalled 1 
should add to be fair, 
that I’ve also seen a 
tow-in guy nearly 
have his leg ampu- 
tated after he got tan- 
gled up in the tow 
rope in a big wave wipe-out 

There is a suspicion that at 
Jaws the frenzy of publicity has gone 
to the surfers' heads. A fan of 
Laird Hamilton (another of Lhe 
Eight) once said to me that “He 
makes Brad Pitt look like a turkey." 
And now Hollywood has cashed in 
on this photogenic quality of both 
wave and wave rider by producing 
a full-scale feature film. In God's 
Hands , due out early in 1998, star- 
ring Jaws and the Eight and re- 
volving around the adventures of a 
tow-in crew. Merkel is predictably 
scathing: “It had better have some- 
one who can act in it, too." 

But what really riled Merkel 
was that the Jaws Eight were de- 
manding a percentage from pho- 
tographers for taking their 
pictures. “I'm never going to pay 
anyone a cent for putting them on 
the cover of a magazine. Their 
sponsors arc 

already paying them. They ought to 
be paying me.” 

There’s long been a symbiot- 
ic relationship between surfers and 
the photographers who Immor- 
talise their ephemeral aerials and 
off-the-lips. The irony is that just as 
the tow-in heavy mob have been see- 
ing off potential rivals, so too 
Merkel - the champion of the open 
society where Jaws is concerned - 
also has his own final solution to the 
population explosion problem 
among photographers: “There’s 
way too many goofb alls these days. 
Real Men Used to Focus. Now 
they're all using automatic. As soon 
as I get my big wave pictures in, I’m 
going to send them to the magazines 
for free. It’ll bum out the opposi- 
tion. This time next year, the 
beach’ll be empty, you’ll see. HI have 
the place to myself." 
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Day trippers: Lawrie Smith, the skipper of Silk Cut, is joined by ex-Scotland rugby captain Gavin Hastings on a training run In Sydney Harbour Photograph: Allsporr 
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Conner takes over as Toshiba skipper 


The biggest name in ocean 
yacht racing has decided to 
show the rest how It is done 
in the Whitbread Round the 
World Race. 

Dennis Conner is tired of 
seeing Toshiba among the 
also-rans, but as Stuart 
Alexander reports, it will take 
all the American's skill to 
make an impression on the 
outcome of the fourth leg 
from Sydney to Auckland 
which starts tomorrow. 


Speak it softly, or the words will 
come back to haunt you, but, as 
Dennis Conner adds his presence to 
bis Toshiba campaign, taking the 
helm away from Paul Standbridge, 
there is a pattern emerging in the 
Whitbread Race. If this leg hardens 
the trend, then the struggling syn- 
dicates are going to look more like 
desperate football clubs than dash- 
ing ocean racers. 

There is not only a gap opening 
up between the top four and the oth- 
er five boats, but also between the 
top two, Paul Cayard in EF Lan- 
guage and Knut Frostad in Inno- 
vation Kvaemer, and the second 
pair, the quietly quick Gunnar 
Krantz in Swedish Match, and 
Grant Dalton in the weather- 
sensitive Merit Cup. 

By the time the fleet arrive in 


Auckland after a five-day, I,27D-miJe 
sprint from Sydney they will have cov- 
ered half the total of 31,600 miles and 
accounted for 45 per cent of the 
points, which is why Conner, the four- 
times America's Cup-winner and 
Olympic bronze medallist, may have 
thought it is time to make his move. 

His boat, Toshiba - in seventh 
place after three legs - was initial- 
ly captained by the New Zealander 
Chris Dickson, who quit after a dis- 
appointing first leg to Cape Town 
led to a falling-out with Conner. 


Dickon ssua>?ssc>r, Standbridge, is 
now listed as co -skipper. 

The 55-year-old Conner, Toshi- 
ba's syndicate chairman, has mon- 
itored progress by computer, but no 
longer. A veteran of the 1993-94 
race, in which he co-skippered Win- 
ston on just two legs, he kept his 
hands-on involvement quiet until the 
last moment. Under race rules, 
teams have up until 24 hours before 
the start of eacb leg to name their 
full crew. He had earlier said that 
he did not want to disrupt the crew 


if they were doing well, nor did be 
want any move on his part seen as 
a criticism of Standbridge. Howev- 
er, after being third on the second 
leg to Fremantle, Standbridge was 
sixth out of nine in the tight finish 
to the third leg to Sydney 

Conner will not be the only new 
face aboard Toshiba now that lhe 
Australian Barney Walker, who 
had a disagreement with Frostad in 
Fremantle, has been recruited for 
his helming talents. 

Frostad, meanwhile, having been 



unable to persuade Torben Grael to 
do a second leg, welcomes back to 
Innovation, Robbie Naismith, who 1 
sailed the first leg, and another Kiwi, 
Tbny Rae. 

With two leg wins under his belt, 
Cayard is now the dear favourite to 
win the race. EF Language is a good, 
all-round boat, whereas, for in- 
stance, Dalton's Merit Cup is best 
at light to moderate off-the-wind 
work. Dalton has dropped the Ital- 
ian Paolo Bassani and replaced 
him with Tom Dodson - the crew’s ■ 
10th New Zealander. 

The crew on board the British 
boat Silk Cut are determined to. 
reach New Zealand first “It will be 
quick and hopefully we wfli have ■ 
plenty of breeze," said Lheir skipper, 
Lawrie Smith. “We have to do well 
- we have something to prove." 

The new dark borse is George 
Collins’ Chessie Racing, where 
Paul Svan Dyke replaces the in- 
jured Rick Deppe. Collins has not 
only persuaded John Kostecki to 
stay for the next leg, but will have 
top match racer Gavin Brady along 
as well. One thing is for sure, there 
will be no easy points waiting in , 
Auckland. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE i 
fWnJ leg, 2L2SO miles, Fremantle to Sydney?: 
1EF Language (Swe) P Cayard 9 days. 8nr, Smh, 
20sec; 2 Swedah Match (Swe) Q Krantz ftSfc'M 29; 

3 Chess* Racing (US) Q CkAraSattai : 4 Mer- 
it Cup (Monaco) G Dalton 5 Iwwwttan 

Kwaemer (Nor) K Fmaad festiba (US) 

P StandbridOB 9:9:30:40; 7 Sit Cut (GB1 L Srrwh 
9:935:01; 8 Brunet Sunergy (Noth) R Heew. 
0:10:00:04: 9 EF Education (Swe) C Guiou 
wKk 47 : 32 . Standings: 1 EF Language 30 S 2 ut&; 

2 fcwovaBo n Kvaemer 267; 3 Swocfeh Batch 253: 

41 Merit Cup SSB: 5 Chessie Racing 6 S* Cut , 
206; 7 Toshiba 207; 8 EF Education 80; B Brunei 
Sunergy 66. 
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QJJOTES OF THE WEEK 


• It sent a shiver down my back. 
Jurgen Klinsmann, on the wel- 
come from Spurs fans an his return 
to White Hart Lane. 

• The muscle is tom and there is 
a lot of sweftig. It is a nightmare. 
Al I want to do is play for Spurs and 
score goals. How can I do that when 
I am being told to do trainitg which 
makes an injury worse? Les Fer- 
dinand, Spurs striker, on Ns injured 
thigh and coach Christian Grass. 


• to En^and, some players booze 
a lot Those who have been out on 
the town and smel of bocaa the next 
morning are the ones 1 set out 
after. I chase them during training 
and won't leave them alone. I can't 
stand those players who perform 
below standard because they 
choose to lead a wflti file. Dennis 
Bergkamp, of Arsenal 

# Knights are few and far between 
in footbaB. You couldn't have a big- 


ger honour, frn thrted to kits. Sr Tom 
Fmney on Ns knighthood. 

• Can we play you every week? 
Coventry City fans to Manchester 
United during their 3-2 victory. 

• Nelson Mandate was as disap- 
pointed as I was. Ruud Gullit, 
Chelsea manager, on having to call 
off a meeting with the South African 
president 

• Lest we forget 96 supporters went 
to a match and didn't return homa 


Manchester United newsletter 
warring that standing farts wffl be 
ejected from Old Trafford. 

• Ife not over inH the Fat Man spars. 
Poster at Mefooune Cricket Ground 
during first Test agairrst South Africa, 
on the sti^rtty tubby 9rane Warm. 

• 1 have chaflenged our players to 
refuse their appearance money 
because, quite frankly, they dorrt de- 
serve it Andy Keast, Harlequins 
coach, on tostog 38-40 to Bristol 



TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

499 

The nunber of teams who 

have been knocked out of 

the FA Cup so far this sea- 
son, going backtothe-pre* 
liminary round in August 
through the fou quafify^S 

rounds, and the first and 
second rounds proper. • 
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strikes 
day to 
recall 


j.f South Africa 197 for 5 v 

Australia 

Michael Bevan revived the Aus- 
tralia bowling attack as South 
Africa were reduced to a crawl 
on the opening day of the sec- 
ond Tfest in Sydney yesterday. 

The part-time spinner, re- 
called because of his bowling on 
the spin-conducive pitch .after 
being dropped as a front-line 
batsman last year, claimed two 
wickets as Shane Wame toiled 

for noTeward. 

At thedose of a snail-paced 
scoringday, the South African 
clnpper. Hansie Cronje, was 
on 56 and Shaun Pollock on 
one, Cronje took neady four 
hours tcLSCore his half-century 
off 189 balls as South Africa 
scored al just over two runs an 
over. 

Embarrassingly for the SCG 
authorities, play started 30 min- 
utes tate because the inexperi- 
emaedgioundsman overwatered 
the Square. 

Gity Kirsten was the only 


wicket to fall in the shortened 
first session of play. He was 
beaten by movement off the 
pitch in Glenn McGrath’s 
seventh over and edged to 
Mark Thylor at first slip to be 
out for 11 with the score on 25. 

' Sevan removed the recalled 
Herschelle Gibbs and Brian 
Mc Millan to end with figures of 
2 for 41 off 20 overs. 

Gibbs, who displaced Daiyil 
Cullman, who has a terrible 
record against spin and Wame 
in particular, scored his first list 
half-century, making 54 before 
he was caught by wicketkeeper 
Ian Healy while slashing outside 
the off-stump late in the day. 

Bevan then lured McMillan 
into hitting a full-toss straight 
to Matthew Elliott at mid-off. 

Gibbs put on 97 for the 
fourth wicket with Cronje. 
Gibbs, who batted for 149 min- 
utes and hit five boundaries off 
137 balls, helped restore South 
Africa's fortunes after they lost 
two wickets in one over. 

Greg Blewett's opening over 
half an hour after hmch, the 31st 



SPORT ON THE INTERNET 


Jacques Kail is avoids a Paul Reiffel bouncer in Sydney yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


of the inning s with the score 70 
for 1, brought instant results. 
With his second ball Blewett 
trapped the opener Adam 
Bacher Ibw for 39 and three 
balls later Kallis was run out by 
a superb piece of fielding by 
Ricky Ponting. 

Cronje played an uppish shot 
to Ponting at short midwickeL 
Kallis loitered out of his crease 
and was slow to back up and 
Pooling’s throw broke the 
stumps with Kallis a metre short. 


Sooth Africa won toss 
SOUTH AFRICA - Rret Innings 

Q tQramn c Taytor b McQram _.n 

A M Bacher taw Btewtm - 39 

J H Kate or out 16 

•w J Cronj® not out 56 

H H Gifts c Ftealy b Buvan 54 

S M McMian c E&ott b Bevan . 6 

S M Pofiock not out _..t 

Extras {tX. Ib2. wi. nt>71 14 

Tbtal (tor S, 97 overs) 197 

Fall: 1-25. 2-7Q 3-7Ct 4-167, 5-174 
Bowlins: McGrath 14-5-31 -1 Rerffel 16-6-34-0 
Wame 22-5-46-0. Bevan 20-3-41-2. Blewett 
13-530-1 S R Waugh B-4-10-Q M E Vfaugh 
3-1-53. E>on 1 -0-4-0 
Tb bat TO J Richardson. P L Syntax, A A 
Donald, P B Adams. 

AUSTRALIA: *M A Taylor. MTQ EBott. Q 
5 Blewett M EWtaugh S B Waugh. R T 
Porting, M G Bevan A Heaty, PRReiffel, 
S K Wsma G D McGrath. 

Umpires: D B Hat (Aus) and P Wiley (Eng). 


Tendulkar axed 

Sachin Tendulkar was sacked as 
captain of India yesterday be- 
cause the selectors felt he could 
not cope with the pressures of 
playing and leading Lhe side. 

Under Tendulkar, India won 
three of their 17 Tests and 17 of 
54 on e-day ers, but as one of the 
world's leading batsmen he is 
certain to retain his place in the 
team under his successor, Mo- 
hammad Azharuddin. 


How to handle tension - on 
the court and in your racket 


The new tennis season starts 
on Monday m the Gulf with 
the Qatar Open, where last 
year Tim Henman recorded 
his first ATP Tbur victoiy and 
where he started his rise up 
the rankings. 

Henman is at 17 and Greg 
Rusedski No 6 as the new year 
begins with two weeks of mi- 
nor tournaments before the 
first Grand Slam, the Aus- 
tralian Open, which begins on 
January 19th. 

All this information and 
. more is available on the offi- 
cial ATP site. Starting off 
with the complete calendar for 
the whole year, this compre- 
hensive site has results, rank- 
ings, player details (although 
not yet updated to include 
1997 figures). 

Within the calendar there 
are links to web sites for in- 
dividual tournaments plus the 
Davis Cup. The female equiv- 
alent, the WTA Tour, also has 
its own web site, which has 
many similar features. It does 
have its 1997 stats up to date 
and a better players’ biogra- 
phy section linked to the rank- 
ings. U also contains more 
video dips. 

A good central point to 
start exploring tennis sites on 


the net is Advantage Tennis, 
which has links to both men's 
and women's tennis. Il also has 
links to racket stringing and 
te nnis psychology. 

In the former section you 
can find out that Pete Sampras 
likes his rackets strung at the 
top of the scale, around 741b 
(33-34 kilos). Henman plays 
with a more moderate 62 to 
671b, whereas Rusedski prefers 
a considerably slacker tension, 
which paradoxically generates 
greater power, at 48-521b. This 
comes courtesy of Jay's Custom 
Stringing. 

You can also compare the 
best strin gin g machines and 
look at the Racquet Stringing 
Machine Frequently Asked 
Questions page, where you 
learn about the differences be- 
tween floating clamps, fixed 
clamps and swivel clamps. 

ADDRESSES 


In the tennis psychology 
section there is a piece on Cri- 
sis Management - How to 
Handle the Pressure. With this 
week's news that Tony Blair is 
having the te nnis court at Che- 
quers done up, perhaps he 
would be interested in how to 
handle pressure situations, con- 
trol adrenalin flows and learn 
about the link between peak 
performance and medium 
arousal 

Many of the players, both 
men and women, have their 
own home pages, including 
Pete Sampras, whose site is 
run by CBS Sports line and 
more interesting than the 
man himself. Of the women 
the player with the most web 
sites, til] unofficial, is Anna 
Koumikova, the photogenic 
Russian teenager. 

- Edward Abels on 


ATP Tour - http://atptour.ccm/mdex.htiTii 
Australian Open - http://wwwarsopen.org/lndex.htrTil 
Davis Cup - http://www.davtecup.org/indexie.htrri 
Wimbledon - http://www.wimWedon.otg/ 

WTA Tour - http^/wwwcorBtwtatOLff-.corn/ 

Advantage "tennis - http7/wwwadvantage j trnis.com/lnnclex2E*Ti 
Jay's Custom Stringing - http://www.jcsnyc.cx 3 m/ 
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TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

(Calls cost 50p per minute at all times) 
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Voice personals 


TO PLACE YOUR FREE 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0800 216 318 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR LIVE ASSISTANCE FROM 
A VOICE PERSONALS® REPRESENTATIVE, 

CALL M0NDAY-FR1DAY 9AM-8PM. 
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WOMEN 

SEEKING 


ftOVLACE LIKE HOMER 
Maigo. seeks Homer. 30-40, for 
sedentary ffestyte and smati 
. amounts of action. Non-fife 
threatening. NW London. 

YT4361 

ALL THAT GUTTERS- 
Optimistic, beautiful. Mack 
female, 36. mature student, 
paradoxical, romantic, caring 
hedonist, looking tor her wing 
commander, 32-48, who enjoys 
Be. warns commitment, sup- 
port. 'goW hi his We. SW 

London. P4389 

TIRED OF SEARCH#*, 
independent, strang-wffled, pro- 
teEsionaJ female. 39. 5 , B", 
seeks tad mala, to help me re- 
decorate my We. London. 

TT4387 

CHARISMATIC WOMAN 

Female. 41. seeks reliable, 
funny, romantic male, to be my 
here. Bras football rams, north- 
ern soul R&B. kitsch, rearing, 
cats, smoker, no cornpUcaHons 
please. London area, g-4400 
ARE YOU THERE 
. Particular, attractive, intelligent. 

. honest, caring, affectionate 
. Jemale. 40s. who loves the sea. . 
' history, reading, seeks tad. gen- 
- une male, wflh maturity & loy- 
alty. Scras/lristi, who values 


PICTURE THIS 
Intriguing, petite female, 30, 
mature student, enjoys Bere- 
ture. phlosopby. seeks interest- 
ing, balanced, loyal, warm- 
hearted male, who appreciates 
nalusefaiddoas. rambr ape. for 

friendship, possibly more. 

London. TT439S 

FUN AND FRIENDSHIP 
Successful, .fit professional, 
young 40-eomsthing female, 
ikes art-yoga, outdoors, vege- 
tarian cooking, seeks to*, kind 
man, NS, to share newsdven- 


ORfENTAL FEMALE' 
Friendly, sociable, petite 
temate.-5 - 2*. GSOH. enjoys cto- 
Sma, music, concerto, eating 
out seeks sincere, kind, pro- 
fessional mate. 38-50, tor 
friendship, possible rataUon- 
shto. London- Tf 4845, 

NEW W TOWN - 
Peote, sim. blonde female, 45, 
law graduate. swimming, 
music, reading, tunitirtg. seeks 
companion, tor pub lunches, 
(toting out theatre and friend- 
shio. Mew to Berkshire- *4889 
SELL-BY DATE 
APPROACHING? 

Don? worry. Petite, attractive, 
professional, wWta female, 
tikes as the good tilings In Uf a. 
seeks sonlar black mete, 48+, 
to continue enjoying He with, 
Landon/S England area. 
TT43S0 


I AM- 

Independent, spiritual, country- 
loving. attractive, middle-aged 
tomato, seeking male equiva- 
"tefti, with GSOH. South East 
tt43SB-' - 

GOODMAN 
WANTED TO CHERISH 
Professional female, 40. medio 
profession, seeks London- 
based. emotionally articulate 
male, for possible romance. 

TT4553 

CARING TMES 
Female, 30s. seeks N African/ 
Arab mala, 25-40, must be 
humanitarian and caring, for 
good timed, possible romance. 


SUITS YOU? 

Attractive, sporty, petite, mteffi- 
gent tomato. 28. dark brown 
halr/eyes, Irkas architecture, 
photography, art spontaneous 
travel, seeks fall, attractive, 
irtaffigent tunny male. 30-40, 
tar poesibte romance. London. 
IT 4604 



- CANTERBURY AREA 
Artistic, professional lemate. 
5W. dark hair, green eyes, 
enjoys travel, sailing, aits, 
counfrysida, good food, seeks 
taB, solvent artistic male, 50- 
60, emotionally available, tor 


JIVE WITH ME 

Independent sflm. fit tamale. 
44. STT, mother; Wees ftemture, 
fBma, the sea. sunsets, fining 
outdoors, dancing, seeks part- 
ner, for Jive and holidays. 
mavbe more. Qloucs. 7TS041 
ARTS GRADUATE 
Attractive and adventurous 
tomato, enjoys travel, music, lit- 
erature. history architecture, 
seeks lad, sfim, educated, stim- 
ulating companion, 40-50, for 
Interesting times. 1T5047 
NEW HORIZONS 
Professional, attractive female. 
48, NfS. with wit and lnfe»- 
gance. enjoys dnema, garden- 
ing. music, seeks funny male, 
into Radio 4, to develop new 
ntarastatialante, JaughteL and 
possWy more. West/North 

Yorkshire. *P5036 

AHTTSTS PALATE 
MEEDS SOUL MATE 
Slim.' darfchalrad painter, 50, 
seeks serious food toverfistsnu- 
tatfng male companion, to enjoy 
eating out in central London. 
Call me for more tefomnstion. 

trsoafl 

- TIME TO DREAM 

Retired widow, seeks gamma, 
cheerful, optimistic gertoeman. 
for friendship, possfote mean- 
ingful. long-term retaWmsmp. 
London. 1T4636 


TIME ON MY HANDS 
Professional. Independent 
motivated, ptolta, dim, attractive 
female, 4j> Oriental origin, 
enjoys theatre, opera, dasacal 
music, seeks educated mate, 
simfiar ago, caring, genuine, sn- 
eers, to share interests, friend- 
. ship and rata ti on s hlp. Wembley. 

If 4596 

SOMETHING AMISS? 
Female, 48. with career, srtar- 
este and friends, but no special 
man, seeks kind, able mala, to 
haty make the dKerence. East 

London. 1*4591 

THE BEST 
THINGS IN LIFE 
Sbn female artist young 53, 
N/S, would love to share best 
things In life, with a so nod, 
warm -hearted, weti-road mete, 
of similar age. South Kent 
coast. W4952 

PLEASE BE GENUINE 
Honest reliable female, trid- 
20s. S9T, brown hairfews. NS. 
non-dnnkar. Hras looking after 
anima ls, walking, seeks medr- 
um-buM male. 25-35, 5V+. 
NS & non-drinker too. for 
friendship and who knows. 

tT4940 1 

SOUL MATE REQUIRES 
Self-employed female, 30. SV. 
brunetta/biue. smoker, no ties, 
comedy Bus. (aatmgl) 
travel not teopfiL seeks 
male, 25-35. preferably dark 
hau, to share laughter & the bft- 
ter-sweet comedy of We. 

»4944 

ARTE GRADUATE 
Attractive, adventurous lady. 

■ enjoye saHng, travel music, lit- 
erature. history, architecture, 
seeking tell. sHm, educated 
mate, 403 -50s, who is a stimu- 


VERY ATTRACTIVE 
Sfim. honest caring, suooesshti, 
Indian FBndu female. 33. S’ST, 
with Cay career, seeks an artic- 
ulate. honest young man, 32- 
38, with skntiar attributes, tar 
friendship. London area. 

■g4789 

SHARE THE FANTASY 
Could you arrange an under 
water orchestra. wh8e I go the 
supermarket? ShaB we five to a 
ninhni vNoge. but preserve ora 
identities? I'm 36, prafessionaL 
tnefian female. Hampstead and 

surroundings. *74732 

LOOKING 

FOR NEW BEGINNING 
independent Hvely slm. attac- 
he redhead, early 40s. N/S, 
enjoys arts, counbyside, walk- 
ing, travel, people, seeks warm, 
emotionally atmitobte. s olven l 
male, with e GSOH. for friand- 
ship, mw horizons and possl- 
blv mom. Surrey. ‘B‘4739 
SUfflfTLY 
NUTTY LASS, 25— 
^aeks a simflar mala. 10 Oven 
uo herfito. Lands area g4743 
WITTY, PRETTY. LIVELY 
InteOgent wild female. SB, tote 
cf Interests and energy, seeking 
8 simflar. etoraordtaary attrac- 
tive, tall man, 25-33, for friend- 
ship, retatiorsttip. Birmingham 
area. EP4745 


isn't it 
time you 
tried the 

personals? 



.=_ . f r'Wtand Caro/ f ffefen) 
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To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 


EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 


For FREE live assistance from a \foice Personals 1 ' representative call Manday-Friday 9am-8pm. 

Y 

• THE INDEPENDENT n- 


t lttt INUCrtNUtN 

Voice person 


Voice Personals* a pp ears in The Independent each Saturday and in The Independent on Sunday 

Both the advert and the caBI is place the advertisement are iiee. however advenisert, are hited at Kip p^r minute t-ar ^ retrieval 
The advertiser Is strongly encouraged lo record a votce greennci prior to pubiicai«r 
If you respond to an advem&er wtw has not recorded a vorce gteeung. you will sun nav« ttie opportunity io leave a massage 



Km 0800216 318. 


CHALLENGING 
Articulate, aoractive, success- 
ful lemeto, 40s. who needs lots 

of space, seeks her mate match. 

objective ■ rrxflual TLC and tun. 
Oxfordshire area. g4742 
ARE YOU FOR UE7 
Female, early 50a. seeks mate , 
to share fneruship end a possi- 
ble relationship Gloucestershire 

area. P4731 

MID SUSSEX 

Attractive, warm and creative, 
vital woman, 43. loves country- 
side and the arts, seeking intet- 

K expressive, soft and 
man. 40s, to laugh, talk 


THE ON MY HANDS 
Petite, dm, attractive, (depen- 
dant, sincere, warm, motivated, 
professional female. 42. orien- 
tal origin, anjoys theatre, opera, 
classic music, gardening, cook- 
ing, seeks caring, genuine, sfo- 
cere, eduwted male, wnto age, 
to share interests, tor Friend- 
ahjp, ralattonshte. g4556 — 


EDGE OF THE WORLD 
Eccentric lady. 44. ET6". an hts- 
tortanrartialoumalist. probably 
attractive, needs to Imd a chal- 
lenging companion, with similar 
interests, lor long walks, who 
doesn'i mind cats and a chaot- 
ic, vibrant household. Ely- 


ORIENTAL FEMALE 
Friendly, sociable, petite lady. 
ST, has GSOH. enjoys dnema. 
music, concerts, eating out. 
seeks sincere, kind, profession- 
al male. 36-90. tar Inendship 
and possible relaiionshlp 

P4645 

TRUE ROMANCE 
Romantic, las. slim and attrac- 
tive and outgoing lemale. 40s. 
Ikes movies, walking, leading, 
historical interest. SfifikS gen- 
uine. tall and attractive, proles- 
sional male. 40s-50s. lor Irtond- 
ship, possible relaiionshlp 

P4&46 

LIVELY MUSICIAN 
Outgoing, musical, sensmve 
lemale. passionaie about classi- 
cal muse, seeks craaive. cul- 
tured secure. Owrood. N/S man. 
48-56. lo share travel concerts, 
country walks and good conver- 

Bittan. Carnbs. P4631 


MEN 

SEEKING 

WOMEN 


YOU SHALL 
GO TO THE BALL 
Gregarious, intelligent, articu- 
late. mole ador, 27. enjoys curi- 
ng out sport, whirlwind social 
lile. tired panio. seeks similar 
I emote good lalry. 20-29. io acr 
as super-ego n lasting relanon- 

Shp giOS7 

LOOKING 
TO THE STARS 
Ahraotive Irish, prolassional 
mate. 39. 5'10". dark looks & 
dart brown eyes, positive am- 
tucte io We seeks very anrac- 
uve. imelligeni. Insh female, 
wicked SOH & intellect lor 
romance. London C5056 
ARE YOU THERE? 
Professional male, 49, Muldie- 
E astern origin, likes reading, 
the couniryside. dining in. 
seeks independem female. 30- 
45. N/S. lor mendship. possibly 
more. New io Lorvlon. P4402 


SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Prodessionai male. 32. brown/ 
blue, own house. Hkes music, 
cinema, dning <3uL seeks gen- 
uine canng. loving lemale, tar 
relaiionshlp. S Wales g&M2 
HANDSOME, 

ASIAN MALE 

Prole ssional/entrepreneur. 
finandaly secure, caring, lawig. 
sincere, young-looking 37, 
fflO*, medium build, NS. enjoys 
cinema, arts, sport nxjsic. 
seeks Independent, attractive 
female. 25-35, nationally ufikn- 
portanu tar friendship, perhaps 
more? HAtHands area. 13*4958 
ANYBODY OUT THERE? 
Communicative, shy. success- 
ful. caring, independent, pro- 
fessional male, young 40. 
seeks similar, enigmatic, petite, 
slim, shy tamale. 25+ . lor 

romance. g5046 

NEW YEAR, NEW START 
Outgoing, very caring, sincere, 
ax- naval gentleman, good per- 
sonality. own home, enioys 
travel many interests, saeks 
lady. 40-50. tor frwndship. pos- 
sible retabonshp Smgte mum 
welcome. Souih England. 
■ffSOM 


I LOVE LIFE 

Attractive male, young 35. 
seeks petite, honest canng. 
loyal female, tar pood times, 
romance, possible relationship. 

GuBdford. g503B 

MAN WITH WOOD 
Tall. sfim. divorced male, 44. 
Tikes hedgehogs, haras road- 
hogs B me rat race, seeks 
female, for lasting relationship. 


SEEKING 
SPECIAL LADY 
Male, 42, 5’fr, slm build, enjoys 
reading, walking, eating rntouL 
seeks lemale. 35-40. tor friend- 
ship. hopefuly more. Wa roaster 

area. TT5055 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Tafl, slim mate. 38. N/S. no ties, 
enjoys cinema, dinmg ouL lazy 
Sundays, seeks pretw. fun-tav- 
ng female, 32-42. for friend- 
ship. social eng and rdaQon- 
shio. Ilford area tt48B2 
BE INSPIRING 

Inspired female, sought by ran. 
black male student. 26 . must 
like dancing, conversation, fit- 
ness and having a good lime. 
for possible romance tt43S5 
THE CUISINE OF LOVE 
Professional male, 32. ffiO". 
average build, loves music, the 
countryside, cycling, sports. 
Chinese cuisine, seeks female. 
22-32. N/S. lor possible good 
times. Lancaster. 04887 
A UNION OF LIGHT 
Tall, attractive, well-travelled 
male, potential comedian/ 

S hiiosopher, seeks good-took- 
ig female, lor positive & spiritu- 
al communication Mid Wales/ 

Shropshire area. 7T4903 

SEEKING A NEW SOUL 
Mate, young 35, ST1\ young 
outlook, seeks soul mate, for 
Irienriship. maybe more 

Kirkcaldy area. g4ggi 

MANCHESTER BLOKE 
Prrtessionaf male. 35. 5*1 0". 
medium butt, brown hair/ayes, 
seeks tamale, lor relationship. 

P48&4 

ALTERNATIVE L'AMOUR? 
Kind, easygoing, fit, attractive, 
professional. Indian male, 38, 
6', enioys laughing, yoga. aSer- 
native therapy, theatre, travel, 
seeks sllm/medlum-buill warm 
lemate. any nationality, lor 
romance. London/SE area. 

■3-4959 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Warm, handsome, mature, 
friendly, financfctty secure, pro- 
fessional mate, enjoys travel, 
satea dancing, the arts, dnema. 
spat keeping fit seeking an 
attractive female. 33-38. for 
romanca London 34647 
SOMETHING MISSING 
Successful, single, secure 
male, 40s, 5'8", broad build, 
likes muac. bargains and huos. 
seeks solvent, slim female. 
30s, to build e relationship and 
more. E Sussete/KenL 3*4902 

DONT DREAM 
ABOUT THE LOTTERY 
Sincere, kind, considerate, 
romarmc mate. 46, seeks some- 
one to love. Must be sfim. terri- 
nrw and N/S. Surrey/SW 
London. g4885 


ARTICULATE MALE 
Solvent, easygong. 48. 51 O', 
no ties, vaneo interests, seeks 
lemale, 40-50. for friendship, 
possible relationship. Wirral/ 
Merseyside area BT4961 
SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Articulate, wal-educated male. 
24. 5 ET, smoker, enjoys rowing, 
fishing, entertainment, seeking 
mteR/geni lemate. 35-55. ustn 
similar interests, for good times 
to gether 3*4937 

Any Queries? 

fyouiraaid hove any ^twfiam. 
djoul any nspech of oar Voice 
Parsoncfc service, (Araw-cdB 
FREE on 0800 216318. 

LOG-FIRES & ICE-CREAM 
Handsome, tadapendent and 
romantic mala. 30, good career, 
with own homefcar. good 
lifestyle & traveller, seeks that 
special lady, for Inendshlp. 
laughter, conversation and 

romanca 7TtS47 

LETS START AS FRIENDS 
Mate. 31. 6'2", enjoys country 
inrmg & oty Me. seeks intelfl- 
geni. unpreiennous woman. 
GSOH. tar Inendship. possibly 

more London. P4fl84 

SWIM IN THIS 

TaH mate. 33. likes dancing, 
swimming, cmema. travefflng. 
seeks lemate. svnfiar age, lor 
companionship, posstole mar- 

naoe 174942 

NOT FOfl SALE 
WeiKwiiL quiet, reliable mala. 
42. seeks lemale, 30+. for 
sodafislng. Don't be shy, give 

me a call. TTJS43 

PASSION FRUIT 
Male, 28, seeks special female, 
lor tun. friendship and possible 

relationship. TEP4BB3 

SEEKING CHEERFUL LADY 
Divorced . slim mate. 54. 5' IT. 
darti/brown. enjoys motor rac- 
ing. 503/608/706 music, natural 
history, cats, travel, reading, 
seeks cheerfully lady. 24-50. lor 
tun. laughter, fnendstap. passt- 

bjy more. ET4B35 

LOOKING FOR 
A WINTER ROMANCE 
Outgoing, kma. vegelartan, 
romantic mate. 38, SB", N/S. 
GSOH. enjoy conversation, 
muac, danang, cfinfng In/out. 
seeks outaoing, uncomplicated 
lady, with GSOH. who takes Ale 
m her stride, tar friendship, pos- 
sfcte retationsHn Itsuot i 
HIPPY AT HEART 
Attractive, unpretentious mate 
teacher. 42. 5'er, medium build, 
who chinks he's younger than 
hels. fraojogofoo, potties, Hav- 
ing. Russian 
seelung a 
r female. 


AFFECTIONATE ARIES 
Intetfigem. good-looking, witty 
mala. 20, 6*, Into theatre, lining 
ouL walking, dnema. conversa- 
tion, traveftig. socatomg, seeks 
similar lady. 25-45, no ties, tar 
fun. fnendaryp. refauonship. Wed 
Midlands but wdl travel. TT4784 
IN FOR THE DURATION 
Honest, reliable, hard-working, 
black mate, 31, saeks a lemale. 
25-30, for a tong-term relaticrt- 
ship. London area. P4602 
GAME, SET & MATCH 
Friendy, outgoing, very socia- 
ble male. 35. 5" 10'. dark/bkie, 
medwm biitd, N/5. enjoys orw- 
ma. theatre, skiing, playing goil/ 
racket sports, seeks a svnfior 
lady, 28-40. far fnendship first. 
mavbe more. SE aiea. P4787 
ATTRACTIVE A TALL 
Single, easygoing, professional 
mate. 36. with VGSOH, seeks 
independent, attractive lady, lor 
romance. SW area. P4741 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
Tall and wen-spoken male, 37, 
seeks a lemale compa ni on, tar 
socialising and outings elc. 

London 'P4786 

ATTRACTIVE, 
LONDON MALE 
Slim, wed- Ira vetted, media pro- 
(esaranaL 30s. 5*1 O', seeking 
an honest female, tar enlighten- 
menL GSOH and energy a 

bonus. TT4744 

SEEKING LOVE 
Sincere, athletic male, 38. F6’. 
seeks Onertal lady, tar food, en- 
ema. walks, travel, He tong rete- 
BonshlD. Gwarti based. 774740 
ESSEX TEACHER 
ThougtaAA considerate widowB^ 
50. N/S. GSOH. ptoasant nature. 
Nras languages, sports, current 
affairs, kterature. osco danemg. 
things French, an mats, reading, 
seeks a stmltor female, lo share 
an He has lo offer. TT4749 



GAY GUY 

Mate, varied niterasB, seeking 
an older, retired male, age 
unimportant, for friendship and 
relatftrehto. 94752 


aCffiSag* ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLE 


BUILDING LOVE 
Slim, thoughtful male, 33, 
seeks bodybuilder female, with 
warm, witty personality, for 
friendship first. E Mftflands. 
TT5054 


JUST FRIENDS 


EXPLORE WITH ME 
Female, speaks several lan- 

"Oiid Ore to navel to 

Europe, Wdcfle East Africa ml 

an gaieties In Londcn. seeks 
stralghi lemate comp a nion, 30- 


ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES 
Exciting, fixvioving gentleman, 
aged 31. ikes tengtrages, trav- 
el and reading, saeks French- 
speaking maleflady friends, for 
outings, socialsing and friend- 
shiD. g4SS2 


Adi couUining mmmIIv wplieii « ciwwrieci Innguoj; wifi no bo occef**d Wte rosene tiw nghi lo leluw or oefit ony od for «ny nmn. Adi may not bo ubndfed by i 


JOIN CINEUNK 

Socialise around 
Gnema/ Arts everts in 
central London 
Tel: 0181 800 4822 

orsendSAEto 
138 Lordship. Raand 
London N16 OQL ; 


GUinBLINEIi Priwitointfrridilab ttfiklng tongtenri r*nogoffww pawn, younger thanl 8 yeoti of oga. VW «iggM tharfw n 

1 8 yeoo of ag- for puWkxtifon In Void, n, recanted ond for i 

^ ^ VotCB ^ 


Independent Hearts 



NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independem catutot 
pining that renwtdenls 

• win'recdw a rejjy when 

arttwuing adverliseinisHs 00 

■ ibis page, stthcngti we hope 
tftai as a matter of courtesy 
they.wflL 

When making coniaa wlih 
people for the Sat time it is 
'advteabk u>mceiin a peWfc 
- pjgc* and lex a member oT 
.yoor Vtily ortn»aed frictuf 
kept* where ywn will be- 
We wonld adw» rasdere and 

advertiser! to mcn aseare ntHt 
wbai^vinfionr personal 
toafls. Ths wiD 1* respected 




— I*' '' Profiles 

J \ ' Club Magazine 

A ' Tog eTh e'r”v ore fun In fo rin mi o » Po ck 

Sirius fur rite f'» tt'Ui ;* '» ■' - a rriai iatc 
tl tt cu fed. providing personal 
' 'inn-rrira-s ,/«,/. of course, complete 
disc re tion m nil nines. 

Join no a- and el a ‘in... 

f!i CO of {zee JeA'u-.e *iC& ! 


0800 i;i A I 8 0 X 


GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 

OtHers 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 499 5939 


UK'S BEST slngtea magazine. Free 
details + Bargain Offer I PERSON 
TO PERSON fDept NDI- P-O. Box 
4, Gontg. RG8 

SINGLES PARTIES. Govern Gar* 
den. Every Thureday. Agra 3G5a 
From E2a00. 0171 -836 3070 


Contracts & Tenders 


* GAY? Bl? OR * 
JUST CURI OUS? 

Explore 


ATTRACTIVE, HONEST, CARING 
and particular lady seeks tall, 
broad gentleman of honesty, 
maturity and loyalty, perhaps 
Scots or bWt for spedaltrustteg 
friendship, possibly more. Boa 
NnJBSBi 


Contracts & Tenders 


To advertise in this section 




the P/to+uc (3 ale . 

^to60 



ON LINE 

tHSTOHT (MKHECnOHS 24HRS 

089170 80 57 






Chat Lines 


The Nightclub at the end of your phone 

fNSATIONM 
INGLES 


Talk live » ‘C'ilJZz. 

uncensored.., Girls j(\ % 

& Guys on line Now! fPf 

FRf^t=t=r\r\n= \ ■C'dc, ^ 


dial freefone 


0800 138 8509 
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Bo b A n derson the Limestone Cowboy*, gave the American Gerald Vterrier a taste of his particular kind of Wild West shooting in their early group match, which the magnificently monickered maestro took by three sets to one 
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There was all the fun of the fair 
at the Circus Tavern in Purfleet 
this week as the Professional 
Darts Council's version of the 
World Championship took the 
spotlight Despite ail the prob- 
lems in the game, the atmosphere 
at this level remains a delightful 
orgy of over-the-top ocheraania. 
Doubles and trebles are the or- 
der of the day though a lot of - 
punters still seem to prefer lager 
or beer, while the players them- 
selves tend to stick to water. 

The professional sport dates 
back to the Welsh valleys in the 
1930s, and whatever the bever- 
age, theqiixitsmiinfibitecLparr 
tisan yet free ot rancour, proof 
that sportsmanship can flourish. 
alongside passion. The artists of 
the arrow - which is made these 
days of sprung tungsten -are on 
target to win back an audience 
divided by the split with the 
British Darts Council The semi- 
finals and final take place today 
and tomorrow amid disco-style 
sound and fury in Essex. 

■ Copies of these photographs 
- and any others by the Inde- 
pendent’s sports photographers 
David Ashdown, Peter Jay and 
Robert Hall am -can be ordered 
by telephoning 0171-293 2534. 
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John Ferrell throws during his defeat by Rod The Prince of Style? Harrington .. 
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Anderson shows that the passion of the competitors is the equal of their supporters as he reacts to victory with undiluted delight ■ ■■' - 
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Tripping the trite fantastic in Waddell's weird and wonderful world of darts 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


In Sid Wkddell’s world, darts 
began in prehistoric times, 
when “the caveman chucked 
his spear at a tree because he'd 
missed the wartbog”. Whether 
there was one of Whddell’s an- 
cestors on hand to provide the 
commentary is not known, but 
it's a nice thought. 

A trip through Waddell's 
mind is precisely that - trippy, 
man. The Voice Of Darts has 
teen conducting his annual 
collision with the English lan- 
guage at the Wbrld Champi- 
onship (Sky Sports Z). The 
Circus Tkvem in Purfleet, Es- 
sex, is the setting and Waddell 
is the ringmaster. 

He was in hill flow from the 
first afternoon, with John “The 
Full Monty" Ferrell (dothed, 
sadly) taking on Rod “Prince of 
Style" Harrington (“dressed 
like a City gent who's just got 
a hundred grand bonus.”) 

As they entered to Blur’s 


“Song 2" - a choice all the more 
inspired for being unexpected 
- Sid was away. “Whether you 
live in New Orleans or New- 
castle upon T^ne - this is the 
party!" 

His associate, Dave tan- 
ning, picked up the sartorial 
theme: “There's a bar off Wall 
Street where you most wear tie 
and jacket - and that's unique 
in this world of darts." Cue SkTs 
ultimate conversation-capper: 
"It's long time since a Welsh- 
man was kicked off the stage in 
an international for wearing a 
bofaWe hat and a Dasher’s mac." 

Sometimes it is impossible 
to keep track of the associations 
his synapses conjure up. For «- 
ample, when Harrington had 
won one of the opening legs, 
Waddell came up with this; 
“He's been having a good rime 
of it actually - be finished the 
Daily Star crossword for the first 
time in 10 years and he’s gone 


up and woke the wife.” Sorry? 

Harrington was making the 
early running - or, as TSfeddell 
put it “Rod's starting like a 
jackal oat of the woods that 
hasn’t had a meal for a week." 
As he faltered slightly - both 
were going through “patches 
the opposite of purple" Whd- 
deU showed that he can come 
up with the technical stuff as 
twdL “He’s lost his tine, has Rod 
- the stance is every bit as im- 
portant as in golf, or, indeed, 
pole vaulting.” It’s that “in- 
deed’' I like. 

Then, as American viewers 
joined, he said; “You've got to 
relax mid be tense at the same 
time. It’s a paradox whether 
you’re watching in ’Washington 
DC or Washington, County 
Durham - our viewers -in 
America, welcome to the Cir- 
cus Thvem down by the 
Thames!” (this last bit delivered 
in an atrocious Deep South 


accent filtered through his 
native Geordie). 

As Harrington struggled to 
reassert himself, WhddelTs pre- 
occupation with the New Wbrid 
kept reappearing. “Another 60 . 

would realty chuck the garlic in r 
the broth,” he said. “He was hit- 
ting them cool as ice -now he’s 
swearing like a donkey. It’s 
madhouse in Madison Avenue 
- or here in Essex.” 

Waddell’s weirdness is not 
just to do with the words be 
chooses (or rather, the words 
which choose him). His deliv- 
ery, with its arbitrary whoops 
and growls and flashes of seem- 
ingly Hhleresque ranting, is like 
one of those modern classical 
or free jazz pieces that explores 
the whole instrument. A few 
minutes of Wfcddeli and you 
feel you've experienced the 
entire range of the human 
voice. I've written before about 
how sports anchors learn- to 


break up their sentences to 
avoid monotony. Waddell 
doesn’t so much break his up 
as hang, draw and quarter 
them. Ybu wonder if perhaps 
he has Tburette’s Syndrome. 

Talking about John Lowe, 
for example, one word in the 
sentence was roared out; 
“Lobo showing that PROFILE, 
that would have graced an Etr- 
uscan coin.” And back talking 
about Harrington, he said: 
“He’s at his best when he's play- 
ing somebody in hoc form and 
bringing out that EXTRA 
GEAR that the great Bristow 
talks about.” 

. If your attention wanders 
slightly (and I have to confess 
to finding the sport itself only 
mildly diverting), you find 
yourself coming in on tantalis- 
ing, surreal scraps - “ ... Edu- 
cation Guardian ... Tbnka toys 
.. . tonsQlectoiny . .. no need for 
the Labour government to be 


spending our taxes to teach 
people to spell darts...” 

It is hard, though, not to 
conclude that as with ’John 
Motson, some of WbddeU's 
best lines are minted in advance 
(if Tm wrong, a grovelling 
acknowledgement of his ixo- 
pravisatumal capacity). lAfe de- 
mand spontaneity from our 
commentators. Knowing that 
Motson bad probably spent 
deepless nights cooking up his. 
“The Crazy Gang have beaten 
the Culture Club” line, deliv- 
ered oa the final whistle of the 
1988 FA Cup final, diminished 
its entertainment value. And 
bow long did he spend think- 
ing up the line about Buchan 
ascending the 39 steps of the 
Royal Box after the 1977 final? 

So, for example, although a 
line like, “If he grimaces any 
more heU be developing fangs 
and asking for a Transylvanian 
passport," was a splendid con- 


tribution to the match between 
Keith Deiler and Mick Man- 
ning, it had more than a whiff 
of the notebook about it - as 
did his description of an Angk> 
Soots confrontation between 
Harrington and Jamie Harvey 
as “the Scottish broadsword 
against the English dp^e". 

Stili, it scarcely matters 
when he comes up with lines 
such as this, on Lowe. “When 
the kids have finished with the 
video games and they intend 
taking up the art of tickling 
tungsten, this is the man you 
could model yourself on.” 

Or my favourite, on the 
barrel-bellied Dave Manley: 
“There's a charisma and body 
language about him. ‘Give me 
men about me who are sleek,' 
Shakespeare said of Mark 
Antony. And look what hap- 
pened to him." 

A gala performance from 
the Bard of the Ocbe. 
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’ Lions breathing life 
L into Welsh dragon 


After their glamour days 
of the 1970s and early 
1980s, London Welsh had 
plummeted to the lower 
reaches of league rugby a 
decade later. It has been 
a struggle but, as David 
Ueweffyn hears, they are 
on their way back. They 
are top of their league 
and today they entertain 
Gloucester in the 
Tetley’s Bitter Cup. 


The days when London Welsh, 
a dragon in exile, breathed fire 
over all-comets, set matches 
alight with glorious exploits 
and regularly drew crowds of 
4,000 plus for a dub game are 
long over. They disappeared 
with the advent of league rug- 
by. The game’s headlong rush 
into the embrace of profes- 
sionalism heralded a sharp de- 
cline in fortunes at Old Deer 
Park. 

r ' In their pomp they boasted 
no fewer than seven Lions, in- 
cluding the brilliant John 
Dawes, captain of the tri- 
umphant tour to New Zealand 
in 1971 as well as John Thy lor, 
Gerald Davies, JPR Williams, 
Mervyn Davies, Geoff Evans 
an d Mike Roberts. At their 
height more than 25 years ago 
they met Gloucester at the 
quarter-final stage of the inau- 
gural RFU Qub Knockout 
Competition, as it was then 
known. 

Three sponsors later, to- 
day’s visit of Gloucester in the 
fourth round of what is now the 
{Tetley’s Bitter Cup is a like a 
Snapshot of past glories. Dawes 


is now president of London 
Welsh, and together with the 
other half-dozen Lions legends, 
he is bent on restoring pride to 
a once great club. 

A bleak midwinter last year 
culminated in the departure of 
the coach, Mike Gosling. A 
consortium framed by John 
Taylor, the former Whies and 
Lions Banker, stepped in to re- 
organise the administration 
and r unning of the club and at 
the same time injected around 
£500,000 into the club coffers. 
A share issue raised a further 
£150,000. 

While the Exiles had al- 
ready hauled themselves from 
die murky anonymityofthe for- 
mer League Five (South) they 
were looking wobbly again 
some 12 months ago. Although 
they escaped relegation last 
season it was obvious they 
needed some disciplined guid- 
ance on the training ground and 
to that end the consortium ap- 
proached Clive Griffiths, a for- 
mer Welsh international at 
Union and League, to coach 
them. 

Since his arrival in June, 
Welsh have hauled themselves 
back to the brink of better 
things. They currently reside - 
albeit by a solitary point -at the 
top of Jewson National League 
One (effectively Division 
Three) and the aim is to gain 
promotion to the Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership Two at the 
end of this season. “It could be 
really bad for us if we don't win 
promotion," admits Dawes can- 
didly. “All our hopes are on go- 
ing up. It’s all or nothing." 

Griffiths has few doubts. He 
has coached the Great Britain 
Rugby League side and is still 
coach of Wiles’ 13-man team. 


He was a foil-back with Llanelli 
before taking the route so many 
have followed, joining St Helens 
in 1979. 

“Promotion is a realistic tar- 
get," says Griffiths, who will not 
entertain the prospect of miss- 
ing out on iL “Perish the 
thought," he declares. 

“Although we have a difficult 
run-in in the second half of the 
season, I am optimistic of our 
chances.” 

He is not so certain about 
how they will do against 
Gloucester. “We have injuries 
to key players,” explains Grif- 
fiths, “and certainly the league 
has to be our priority." Dawes 
echoes that and, with his sights 
on the league, says: The most 
important thing is for us not to 
pick up any injuries against 
Gloucester." 

Griffiths is understandably 
reluctant to pick players carry- 
ing knodesjust to put up a brave 
show when a vital league match 
beckons against Lydney the 
weekend after. Rw ail that, he 
acknowledges the import of 
the fixture. To start the new 
year with a prestigious Cup tie 
against Gloucester and to find 
ourselves at the top of the 
table, well, you have to pinch 
yourself." 

For Dawes the arrival of 
Gloucester, “is a little bit of the 
past. A chance for reminis- 
cence. It's good to have a senior 
club at Old Deer Park once 
again. Gloucester by tradition 
are one of the top dubs, what- 
ever their struggles they have re- 
mained in the top flight. They 
bring good support 

“And while our chances of 
winning are not as good as 
theirs must be, well still have 
a good day." 



Clive Griffiths, the former Welsh international and now coach at London Welsh. Since his arrival last June, there has been a revival at the dub, 
culminating In the leadership of the Jewson National League One and a place in the fourth round of the Tede/s Bitter Cup Photograph: Peter Jay 


What Griffiths and the rest 
of the London Welsh hierarchy 
will want to avoid is a repeat of 
the spectacle of that finst ever 
Cup meeting between the two 
sides more than a quarter of a 
century ago. It finished 9-4 to 
Gloucester and Dawes re- 
members: “We were well beat- 
en. I think, apart from JPR 
Williams, we bad our strongest 
side out. BuL typical Glouces- 


ter, they did us up front and at 
half-back. They just had a stran- 
glehold on things. It was a very 
dour match." 

Griffiths has, at least, in- 
stilled an expansive style on the 
club since his arrival, but he is 
aware of the inherent dangers 
of that approach. “With our 
style of play we will always leak 
points," he admits, “becaase we 
take a lot of chances, particu- 


larly from deep. Most of the 
time they come off, but occa- 
sionally we have given away sil- 
ty seven-pointers.” 

That is a legary of his own 
playing days with Llanelli. “1 was 
brought up on expansive run- 
ning rugby in the 1970s when 
Wales were so successful And 
the philosophies that were 
handed down to me by the 
coaches of that golden era - 


Caxwyn James and Norman 
Gale at Llanelli, Leighton 
Davies at Cardiff Institute - 
were of 15-man rugby. That is 
the way I think the game has to 
be played, f know the value of 
involving everyone in the game 
and I think everyone enjoys the 
game far more, players and 
spectators. 

“After all we are in the enter- 
tainment business now. People 




Gloucester armed with inside information about the Exiles 


i t 

The' storms of the last 36 
hours have disrupted the 
weekend's Tetley's Bitter 
Cup ties. David Uewdfyn 
discovers what’s on and 
what’s not. 


The heavy rain and gales have 
taken their toA with three Tetley's 
Bitter Cup matches called off and 
two further games fating in- 


be played on 10 January, which 
will cause League matches for 
that date to be rearranged, and 
in a season lop heavy with fixtures 
the backlog con only add to in- 
dividual dubs' problems. 


Leicester, last year's finalists, 
and Sale must kick their heels 
after the ties at Coventry and 
Moseley respectively were 
called off and the waterlogged 
West Midlands lost another 
match, that between Rugby 
and Reading. There are doubts 
about Bath’s tie at home to 
London Scottish, overnight rain 
is the worry, and If there is any 
there will be inspection at 8 JO 
by referee Sieve Lander. 

There is another inspection, 

at 1230pm, to see if Worcester 

can proceed against Bristol to- 
morrow, while a decision wih be 
made tomorrow morning about 
another Sunday tie, that be- 
tween Blackheath and Saracens, 


Tbe third Sunday tie between 
Wasps and Harlequins goes 
ahead at Loftus Road. Surpris- 
ingly the majority of the Quins 
side who slunk off in shame af- 
ter the League defeat at home 
to Bristol in midweek, make the 
game. Ancty Keast, their direc- 
tor of rugby, said yesterday: “I 
haven't wielded tbe axe for a cou- 
ple of reasons. 

“One, I don't have that 
many St players left and sec- 
ondly, I am giving a lot of peo- 
ple the opportunity to put right 
some of the things that went 
wrong against Bristol.” 

Injuries to centre Johnny 
Ngauamo (shoulder) ami stand- 
off Paul Challioor (dead leg) 


mean places for Ttilsen TbHett 
and Thierry Lacroix, while the 
return to fitness of hooker Tom 
Billups sees Raul Delaney drop 
to the bench. Wing Dan Luger 
drops to the replacements' 
bench as do utility back Rob 
Lfley and lock Luke Gross. The 
tight-head spot will decided 
later, it rests between Alan 
Yates and Ricky NebbeiL 
• Newcastle’s match at home 
to Second Division Exeter goes 
ahead despite the Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership leaders dis- 
covering that their main stand 
had suffered damage during the 
Christmas Eve gales. 

Gloucester are taking no 
chances down at Old Deer 


Park. They are determined to 
feature in Monday’s fifth-round 
draw and have been doing their 
homework on London Welsh. 
Tbe Exiles have lost just once 
in Jewson National League 
One, which they lead by a point, 
with the solitary slzp-np at home 
to Newbury. 

Former Gloucester coach 
Keith Richardson is in charge 
at Newbury and Richard Hill, 
the present Gloucester coach, 
has been probing for dues os to 
possible areas of weakness in 
the Exiles’ game. In addition 
Cup-tied wing Brian Johnson, 
who becomes a full-time 
Gloucester player tomorrow 
after jo inin g ihe Kingsholm 


crew on loan from Newbury, 
scored a try in that match. So 
Gloucester are well armed with 
information. 

They are resting their regu- 
lar half-hacks with Ian Sanders 
coining in for Scott Benton, 
while at stand-off Nick Osman 
replaces Mark Mapteto ft. An in- 
jury crisis at hooker, Phil 
Greening (knee) and Neil Mc- 
Carthy (medial ligaments) are 
still not fit, means third-choice 
Chris Fortey starts the match, 
with Chris Hall, IS, on the 
bench. London Welsh are with- 
out four key backs including 
stand-off Craig Raymond. 

There is a local derby at 
Franklin's Gardens where 


Northampton are still without 
former England lock Martin 
Bayfield and must also do with- 
out the services of England 
scrum-half Matt Dawson. Bay- 
field, a former Bedford player, 
has still not fully recovered 
from a groin strain while Daw- 
son suffered a shoulder injury 
against Whsps and Saints do not 
want to put either player at risk 
at this stage of the season. 

Bedford have included tbe 
South Africa flanker Rudi 
Straeuii, 34, in their squad as 
cover for Junior Phramore. For- 
mer Natal lock Shaun Platford 
is expected to partner Scotland 
international Scott Murray in 
the second row. 


will come and watch a good 
brand of football, which excites 
them. And," he breaks of to 
chuckle, “certainly we have 
caused a few people's hearts to 
flutter these last four months." 

A good show against 
Gloucester, capped by promo- 
tion back to the top flight where 
many feel they belong, should 
also get pulses racing again. Tbe 
dragon awakes. 

Five-year ban 
for Welsh lock 

A player with the Welsh Dis- 
tricts club, Cambrian, has been 
banned for five years after an 
incident involving a referee. 

Lock Wfcyne Morgan, 35, is 
alleged to have assaulted the 
match official, Emyr Adfam. 
during the Rhondda dub's 
recent match against Glyncocb. 

The club condemned Mor- 
gan, but insisted that there mit- 
igating circumstances. 

“In no way do we condone 
any assault on a referee but to 
be fair to Wayne he was pro- 
voked [by a Gtyncoch player] 
throughout the match," Rob 
Richards, a spokesman for 
Cambrian, said. 
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New York on national guard ; Schofield’s Brisbane blueprint 
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MIM from Edinburgh will de- 
fend their title as the DTZ In- 
ternational Indoor Invitation 
tournament gets under way to- 
day at Worcester and Kidder- 
minster, where New York, with 
sixpfayeTsfiam the US National 
squad, could provide a stiff test. 

The Women's National In- 
door League also starts this 
Weekend. Slough, the Premier 
Division champions, open their 
campaign tomorrow at Crystal 
ftiace against Leicester and 
Chelmsford. Slough will be 
without Karen Brown, who has 
initially opted out of the Indoor 


League, and Julia Robertson, 
who is on holiday. Leicester will 
also be short. Sarah Blanks, 
called into the England squad to 
replace Carol Vjss, who has 
withdrawn, is oa holiday and 
Kirsty Bowden and Purdey 
Miller have elected not to play. 

Hightown open their pro- 
gramme against Doncaster and i 
Oiton Terraquest. The North ■ 
dub have recruited Clifton's 1 
Denise Marston-Smith for the : 
indoor season and her drag ; 
shot at cornoswiU he a powerful • 
weapon in HIghtown's armoury, : 

- BS Cohrtl i 


Super League's rawest coach is 
flying around the world to learn 
at the feet of the most success- 
ful man in the game. Gariy 
Schofield, the former Great 
Britain captain, will guide Hud- 
dersfield next season without any 
previous coaching experience, 
but he and his assistant, Phil 
Vfehnexs. ore travelling Brisbane 
to spend 10 days with the Bron- 
cos coach, Wayne Bennett 
Bennett, Vtivers' brother-in- 
Jaw, has agreed to show the two 
men the methods which helped 
the Broncos to the Australian 
Super League title and the 


World Club Championship last 
year. “We hope to come back 
with a lot of new ideas," said 
Schofield. “If you can't learn 
from someone like that it’s 
time to pack it in." 

The Super League champi- 
ons, Bradford Bulls, have re- 
leased 20 players foDowing the 
decision to disband their reserve 
side. Oldham are still left out of 
the Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
third-round draw on Monday, 
despite foe offer from several 
amateur clubs to play them in 
an extra qualifying tie. 

. - Dove Hadfkld 


SKIING 


i AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


Wiberg’s Olympics in doubt i Steelers reinforced by Bettis 


Pernilla Wibeig, the overall 
Warld Cup champion, may miss 
the Winter Olympics because of 
two broken ribs. 

The fractures were revealed 
in X-rays taken on Thursday, 
several days after the Swede 
took a hard fall in a race in 
Lienz, Austria. This is no iiu) 
at all," Wiberg said. Although 
it is not dangerous to compete 
with broken ribs, foe pain could 
inhibit her performance. 

“What will be decisive is 
whether Pemilla feels she can 
go all out," her trainer, Agne- 
ta Platter, said. 


The men’s overall Worid 
Cup leader, Hermann Maier, 
side, is looking to extend the fly- 
ing start he has made this sea- 
son at Kranjska Gora today and 
tomorrow. 

The Austrian all-rounder, 
winner of three races already 
this winter, hopes to extend hi 
already commanding lead with 
victory in today's giant slalom. 
The 25-year-dld former brick- 
layer will face. tough competi- 
tion from the event’s reigning 
world champion. Michael von 
Grunigen. 

-PeterFrisch 


The Pittsburgh Sleelets stand in 
the way of the New England Pa- 
triots' possible return to the Su- 
per Bowl today when the two 
teams meet at Three Rivers Sta- 
dium in tbe American Football 
Conference play-offs. 

Pittsburgh, eliminated from 
foe post-season play-offs in 
humiliating fashion fort year tty 
the Pats, are rested and their 
rushing attack should receive a 
boost with foe return of Jerome 
Bettis from injury. Their rush 
defence is the best in the NFL. 
However, it -will be tested by 
Curtis Martin, who gained 166 


yards in New England 1 s 28-3 win 
over foe Steelers last season. 

fa the National Rotball Con- 
ference play-offs, Randall Cun- 
ningham and the Minnesota 
Vikings go to San Francisco af- 
ter their last-second, 23-22 victory 
over the New York Giants. Cun- 
ningham threw a touchdown 
pass in the final two minutes be- 
fore taking Minnesota foraurl far 
foe game-winning field goal. 

San Francisco, meanwhile, 
will be without their injured run- 
ning back Garrison HearsL But 
the 49ers* defence makes the 
club firm favourites. 
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blows open title race for Celtic 



Enrico Annoni, the Celtic defender, is first to the ball to deny Rangers* Brian Laudrup in the Old Firm derby yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Burley 

David McKinney 

Celtic 2 

Rangers 

New Year, new script. Celtic 
found the key to the door of the 
Rangers defence to record their 
first win in the Old Firm derby 
far i 1 games, yet the form of 
Andy Go ram, the Rangers goal- 
keeper, was such that it took two 
goals of stunning quality to 
give Celtic the victory their 
overall play deserved. 

Craig Burley and Paul Lam- 
bert scored in the second half to 
dose up the title race, with 
Rangers now holding a one- 
point lead over Celtic and a two- 
point advantage over Hearts in 
Ibe Premier Division. Apart 
from spells at the beginning 
and end of the game, the visitors 
failed to impose themselves, as 
they have done so often in these 
games. 

The form of Lambert and 
Burley, the goalscorcrs, as well 
as that of Marc Rieper. Alan 
Stubbs and Enrico Annoni was 
crudal to Celtic's victory as 
every one of those players gave 
as good a performance as they 
have all season. There was a 
starting place for the first time 
for Harold Brattbakk, the Aus- 
trian striker, signed for £4.2m 
from Rosenborg Trondheim, 
but he was given a close-up view 
of Go ram's abilities, the Ranges 
goalkeeper once again threat- 
ening to break Celtic’s heart. 

He saved in the 27th minute 
from Brattbakk’s angled shot 
from inside the penalty area 
and, with Tom Boyd delivering 
a pass from the left nine minutes 
later. Brattbakk escaped the at- 
tentions of Richard Gough, the 
Rangers captain, before shoot- 
ing and once again watching 
Go ram produce a superb stop. 

The first half was largely a 
tactical battle, with both sides 
committing five players each to 
a congested midfield. The result 
was that apart from Brattbakk's 
chances, the two goalkeepers 
had a relatively quiet time. 

The transformation on the 
restart was dramatic as Celtic 
forced the play, squeezed the 
game and searched for the 
opening goal. Burley had a 
shot deflected two minutes into 
the second half and from the re- 
sultant comer Stubbs saw his 
goal-bound header diverted bv 
the hand of Gorara, who pro- 
duced a fine flying save. 

With Celtic continuing to 

o 

Martin O’Neill is to seek a 
personal hearing to answer a 
Football Association charge of 
misconducL 

The Leicester City manager 
is in the dock after an alleged 
confrontation in the tunnel 
with referee Jeff Winter after his 
side’s recent Premiership game 
at home to Everton. Everton’s 
last-minute penalty award in- 
censed O’Neill, especially as it 
gavethe visitors their first away 
win in the league for 12 months. 

“1 would hope that the FA 
want to hear my view about 
what happened," O'Neill said. 


dominate, Rieper headed over 
shortly afterwards and on the 
hour Go ram again denied Brat- 
tbakk and Henrik Larsson saw 
his shot blocked on the line by 
Alex Cleland. 

The opening goal was a well- 
taken effort by Burley in the 
66th minute. Jackie McNama- 
ra sent a reverse pass to his mid- 
field team-mate, and the former 
Chelsea player scored with a 
powerful angled drive into the 
bottom corner of the net for his 
eighth goal of the season. 


West Ham midfielder Steve. 
Lomas is also up on a miscon- 
duct charge after allegedly grab- 
bing referee Gerald Ashby 
during the match with Black- 
burn at Ewood Park on 20 De- 
cember, while Manchester City 
striker Paul Dickov faces a sim- 
ilar charge over alleged re- 
marks made to Andy D’Uisoe 
following the game against 
Birmingham on 13 December. 

Manchester United are re- 
fusing to soften their position In 
the row with fans over standing 
at Old Trafford. United claim 
that fans who stand are causing 


Celtic's ascendancy faltered 
for a while, and with the intro- 
duction of Paul Gascoigne in the 
71st minute for Jorg Albertz, 
Rangers threatened to take ad- 
vantage of the home side’s hes- 
itancy. However, any doubts as 
to the destination of the points 
were wiped out with a cracking 
second goal for Celtic five min- 
utes from time. 

The move was preceded by 
an outstanding save by Go ram. 
who denied Darren Jackson 
with a magnificent parry. But 


safety problems and that Traf- 
ford Council will close down 
parts of the ground if the prob- 
lem continues, while fans have 
sought a meeting with the club 
to discuss the matter. 

The club has appealed to 
fans for their co-operation in 
their latest newsletter, but they 
have already banned several 
supporters for what they term 
“persistent standing." 

“We've taken a very relaxed 
attitude as far as we can, but 
drastic measures are now called 
for,” the club secretary, Ken 
Mcirett, said yesterday. 


the ball was still in play and 
found its way to Lambert whose 
25-yard drive crashed in off the 
top of the post. 

There was no complaint 
from Wilier Smith, the Rangers 
manager, who recognised that 
his side had been second best 
on the day. He said: “We were 
beaten by the belter side, with 
Celtic looking more hungry for 
the points." 

For Wira Jansen, the Celtic 
manager, the victory will justi- 
fy the changes he has brought 


Christian Gross' fitness 
coach, Fritz Schmid, has gone 
home to Switzerland while the 
Department of Education and 
Employment reconsiders his 
work permit application. 
Schmid could be back in a fort- 
night if Tottenham are suc- 
cessful in their appeal. 

Gross, who said he had had 
talks with Lcs Ferdinand over 
the striker's claims that he had 
been forced to train while un- 
fit. committed himself to Tot- 
tenham yesterday, dispelling 
doubts that the Schmid problem 
may lead him to return to 


to the club since arriving in the 
summer. His signings are be- 
ginning to gell and the hope of 
the Celtic coach is that the 
players will carry a new belief 
into the new year. True to form, 
however, Jansen refused to get 
carried away with this victory. 

“It is only three points, the 
same as any other game and 
there is still a long way to go be- 
fore the title will be decided." 
he said. “Yes, I was pleased for 
my players and pleased with the 
performance, but there is a lot 


Switzerland. “When 1 say yes to 
a club. I mean it 100 per cent." 
he said. “1 am not a man who 
says after a few weeks, “that’s it’. 
1 am a fighter." 

Of the Ferdinand affair. 
Gross said: “The best way to 
handle an injury is to train the 
day afterwards and not to wait. 
You have to start as soon as you 
can.” 

Brighton's former home, the 
Goldstone Ground, has 
changed hands for more than 
three times the amount the 
club sold it for two years ago. 

The Seagulls sold their home 


of hard work still to be done.” 

The result at Celtic Park will 
ensure that with Celtic and 
Hearts both competing, this is 
one championship which will be 
more open than in the past 
when Rangers have virtually 
wrapped up the title by the turn 
of the year. 

Critic P-5-21: GtouW. Annoni Subte. Rieper, 
McNamara Burley. Lambert. Wieghorat Boyd. 
BrattbaV* (Jactoon.3^1 Lareson Substitutes 
not used: Donrwty. Hannan. 

Rangers PS-2): Gown. McCaH Gough. 
Porrwii. Gattuso (Dune 5ft Them. Ferguson. 
Albertz (Gascoigne 71) CWand: Nega Lau- 
dmp Substitute not used: SneWers jgk). 
Referee: H Dallas (Mother**©*) 


of 95 years to Chartwell Land 
for £7.4m to dear debts, and 
Abbey Life Assurance have 
now paid Chartwell £24m for 
what will soon be a retail park. 

Lord Bassam, Leader of 
Brighton and Hove Council, 
said he was “outraged” at the 
news because none of the mon- 
ey would find its wav back to the 
struggling Third Division club. 

“Albion needs a serious in- 
jection of cash to solve its prob- 
lems,” he said. “It offends me 
that the club will not benefit 
from this." 

- John Curtis 


’Neill seeks personal hearing on misconduct charge 


SPORT ING DIGEST 


Basketball 

Alan Iverson scared 29 parts and had 
fl assists as the FWadalphia 7Bws re- 
covered from a stow start to beat Die 
Vancouver GrczSes 115-T04 on Thus- 
cfay. Jm Jackson finished with 21 
ports. Mark Davis scored IS and rook- 
ie Tim Thomas 15 for the 76ers, who 
posted a season-high points total and 


improved their record to 2-2 on their 
seven-game road trip. 

NBA: Vancouver U4 PMadripflia US 

Cricket 

The former captain Andy Flower 
scored an unbe aten 101 to put Zim- 
babwe in a strong position on the fust 
day of that three-day match against 


a Sri Lanka Board XI in Matara yes- 
terday. Flower hit nine fours In 256 mto- 
utes to become tha highest scorer for 
Zimbabwe in their three tours to Sri 
Lanka. He beat the previous record 
Of 78 scored by David Houghton dur- 
ing the 1983-84 series. HaH-centuries 
by Grant Flower. Andyte brother, and 
the newcomer Muray Goodwin boost- 
ed the total to 3U for 6 at the dose. 


33- SNOW REPORT 


Ski Hotline 

Latest wow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Voice reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 085 + code 

For a full Us* 1 of aH std codes by 
voice or Cxx (Sal 0990 WO M3 

Ski Snapshot 

Ac a glance to snow contSdons at 
over 200 resorts world-wide 
0897 500 601 
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Snow Reports supplied by fi/emtli 


Calls to 0891 numbers cost SOp/min; to 08975 numbers £l/min at all times. Helpline 0870 0990 133 345 


There wiD be no further play unB to- 
morrow because today to a day of na- 
tional mourning for the funeral of a 
senior Buddhist priest. 

TOUR HATCH (Metres) First day of threw 
Zimbabwe 311 tor 6 (99 ows. A Flower Ulna 
G Flower 5& M Goodwn 52) v 3n Lanka 
Board XL 


Darts 

SKOL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Pur- 
ttaet, Thursday's late results) Group A: 
P Taylor (Eng) btD Smith (Eng) 3-0. Group 
D: P Evaon (Eng) fa J Part (Can) 3-£. Group 
H: H Robinson (Eng) bt A Warmet (Erg) 
3-0. Group E: D Priestley (Eng) bl S Raw 
(Eng) 3-0. 


Football 

The French centre-half David Terrier, 
signed on a free transfer from Metz 
to the summer, has left West Ham by 
mutual consent 

Three Gatooham players. Ade AktnUyt 
Simon Ratcfiffe and Iffy Onuara. have 
been Charged with miscanduct by the 
Footbel Association over an alleged 
incident to the players’ turmei after the 
Nationwide League Second Division 
game against Luton at Kenilworth 
Road on 2 December. 

PM Gridetet of Southend United has 
been charged with misconduct to- 
wards a Inesman ditong an FA Cup 
match against Fulham on 6 Decem- 
ber. 

Coventry City's Northern Ireland in- 
ternational mdfieider Michael O'Neal 
has started a three-month loan sped 
with tha Scottish Premier Division titob 
Aberdeen, following the resolution of 
a hitch in the deaL 

The Birmingham City captain, Steve 
Bruoe. has delayed pens to move into 
management and will open talks 
shortly on a new contract with the dub 
The former Barcelona forward Ftonrte 
EKefcjnd. who played for Southamp- 
ton ri1905 has returned to Britain hop- 
ing for another chance at The Deft. 
EheifXl scored five gcais in T7 match- 
es for Sants while on loan 
Marsel les wil field their new attack of 
Fabrizio RavaceJi and Christophe 


Dugarry together for the first time to 
a competitive fixture in the French 
League Cup against Chateaunoux to- 
morrow. The pair have so far only 
played half an hour together, to a 
frientfy against Cannes on Tuesday, 
following Dugarry ‘s signing from 
Barcelona three weeks ago. 

The ttafian Serfs A leaders Irrtemazt- 
onale face the unbeaten champions 
Juventus tomorrow as the league 
season resumes after the Christmas 
break. Inter welcome back Ronaldo fol- 
lowing his involvement with Brad to 
the Confederations Ct$> in Saudi Ara- 
bia last month and a trip home to 
BrazS. He retuned to Rome in the ear- 
ly hews of Tuesday morning and trans- 
ferred straight on to a fight to Sicily, 
where he scored in Inters 3-0 defeat 
of Frances Auxerre In a friBndfy there 
on Tuesday, before finally coming 
back to Milan. 

Real MaflorcaS Brarifcin striker Rattinha 
is sat to return home from Spain to joto 
Flamengo, whose Brazllan interna- 
tional defender Jreiior Baiano has been 
inked with a move to Barcelona. 

The BrazBan International Doriva has 
signed far the Portuguese dtodbi Por- 
to, to a EZ5m transfer from AOetico 
Mtoetoa. 


BELL’S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 
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Ice hockey 

Rob Ntedermayer scored two goals. 

inckidtog the game-winner on a pow- 
er play 1 rranute 53 seconds nfa over- 
time, to Ht the Florida Panthers to a 
2-1 victory over the New Jersey Dev- 
ils in Thursday's National Hockey 


League action. The wto was only the 
fifth to 22 games at home for the Pan- 
thers - they wore their rad away kit 
far the first time at home this season 
to try to resurrect their fortunes. 

NHL: Rorida 3 New Jersey 1 (oy; Wasttogton 
3 Anaheim 2: Boston 0 Ottawa 0 (Of); Ofica- 
go 3 Toronto 3 for). Phoenbt 4 Los Angeles 


Rallying 

PARIS- DAKAR RALUT Second stage (Nar- 
bonne to Granada with a 35km special 
timed section at ChAteau-Lastaurs): Cars: 

1 B Saby (Ft Mnsubehfl 39 mto i sec: 2 J- 
P Fomenay (Fr, MnsutreH) +1 mn 9 sac: 3 
KStwiozJta (Japan. MitsuuahO +i:5i:4J- 
M Serve (Sp. Toyota) +Z2S. 5 P Vfentrar- 
que (Ft Toytwa) +2:30: B J Ktensctvndt (Get 
Buggy) +2:55. 7 J-L Schiesser (Fr, Buggy) 
+458; 8 C Souza (Pot Mitsubishi) +2:59; 
9 T de Lavsrqne (Fr. Nissan) +3:06: 10 A 
Saka (Japan buzu) +3:43 Motorcycles: 1 
F Fascia («. KTM) 28 rai 4i sec: 2 C Solano 
(Sp. Cagiva) +35 se: 3 M Morales (Ft Miz) 
+38 sec. 4 P StreyW (Fr. Honda) +43; 6 G 
Sala (ft KTM) +1132: 6 J Roma iSp KTM) 
+l20:?VvanDeva’«Br(SA) +i:4&8FFfck 
(Fr. Honda] +3:04. B G Ptic* (Ft Suzuki) 
+2*18; 10 J Mayer (Gat KTM) +2:14. Over- 
an standings: Care: 1 Saby 38 mn 48 sac: 

2 Fontanay +1:38: 3 Shinazuka +2:07: 4 
Serve +3:44.5Wamberaje +4:02: 6 Sdv 
lesser +4: M: 7 Souza +4:51; 8 M Prieto (Sp 
Mtsjfcxsrt] +5.17. 9 Ktensctundr +5:42: 10 
P Lartigue (Fr. Protrude) +e*i Motorbikes: 
1 FSsoe 38 me 22 sec 2 Sate +1 : W: 3 Rama 
+ 1 .33 . 4 Sreypl + 1 :51 : 5 FSck + T56: B Van 
Deventer +2.08. 7 Morales +2^t: 8 P Mar- 
ques (Por. KTM) +2.57; 9 Solano +3:43: 10 
J Olmas (Sp. Honda) 5:35. 

Sailing 

49 ER WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Perth, 
WA) First day: 1 C Ntehctfson and D PHIps 
(AusMprs; 2 M Lar s on and K Hal) (US) IS; 

3 M Baur and P Barth tGer) 22: 4 A Beashel 
and T Wiseman (Aus) 23; 5 J and G McK- 
ee (US) 34: 6 P Ajray and G Griffiths (NZ) 


Table tennis 

The Engflsh anti Commonwealth 

champion Matthew Syed has efimbed 
to a career-high 33rd place in the lat- 
est world tab fe terras ranfdngs Carl 
Praan is up one place to 30. whie Eng- 
land's top woman, Usa Lomas, moves 
up five places to 6& 









SIDELINES 


Composing a team 
of opposites 



THE 

EX-FILES 


The path Mark Hughes fol- 
lowed from Manchester 
United to Chelsea is so well 
worn it is possible to create 
a credible team from play- 

era who have represented both tomorrow's FA Cup oppo- 
nents in modem times. In goal would be Alex Stepney - one 
game for the Blues and 433 for the Reds -with a bade four 
of Paul Parker, Stewart Houston. Mai Donaghy and Colin 
Waldron. 

The artistry of Ray Wilkins (an JES75.000 United buy from 
Chelsea), George Graham, Jim McCaitiog and Mickey 
Thomas would compensate for Jack of midfield balance. Up 
front. Tommy Baldwin would be an able foil for Hughes. Tbm- 
my Docherty and Dave Sextan, who each managed both clubs, 
could revive their manager-coach partnership. 

Graham Moore, 3 Welsh striker in Hughes’ build whom 
the Doc made Chelsea’s record buy at £35,000 in 1961 was 
sold on to Man Busby. One of United’s post-Munich recruits, 
Stan Crowther, made the opposite move, and the freelance 
amateur goalkeeper, Mike Pinner, listed both Old Trafford 
and Stamford Bridge among his “temping" jobs in the ear- 
ly Sixties. 

Seventy-seven years ago, Thomas Meehan, a teetotal half- 
back, joined Chelsea from United for a then substantial £3,500, 
only to die of sleeping sickness shortly after his England de- 
but Maxwell Woosnam, son of a former Canon of Chester 
and Wonbledbn doubles champion in 1 921, played for Chelsea 
before the Great War and United after it A broken leg end- 
ed his career, coincidentally not long after his only cap. 


Ten things 
that 
Crystal 
Palace's 
midfielder 
Itzhak Zohar 
might be 

missing in London SE25 
today following his return to Israel 



1 An evening with 
Michael Barrymore at the 
Fairfield Hall, Croydon. 
Less laughs than an af- 
ternoon at Selhurat. but 
about half the price. 

2 The mosL famous twin 
towers in south London - 
the pair of television masts- 
at Crystal Palaee. 

3 Goingshopping without 
leaving work-in the Sains- 
burys aid of the ground. 

4 The January sale at 
Dabners garden centre. 
Croydon. The perfect 
place to buy a new bench 
to spend Saturdays on. 

5 The coaching skills of 
Ron Noades, one of the 
few chairmen with an FA 
coaching badge. 


6 The Lord Napier jazz 
pub in Thornton Heath - 
the place to go on Blues 
night when your woman's 
left, your dog’s died and 
Zohar is in the starting 1 1. 

7 Frequent opportunities 
to go to Wembley- five 
visits for Palace in the 90s. 
8- Marti Webb and Nigel 
from Eastenders in pan- 
tomime in Croydon. 

9 Penalties. Although Zo- 
har. with a 100 per cent 
failure rate at ftdace, is 
capable of missing a 
penalty anywhere. 

10 The rousing Selhurst 
Park cheers of; “There’s 
only one Itzhak Zohar, 
one Itzhak Zohar. One 
too many.” 


fr 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 16; ASTON VILLA 

One of English football’s oldest and most famous chibs owes 
its existence to a cricket team. Cricketers who attended the 
Villa Cross Wesleyan chapel in the Aston district of Birm- 
ingham formed the football club in 1874. Their first match, 
against Aston Brook St Mary’s rugby team, consisted of one 
half of rugby and one half of football. 



THIS 

WEEK. 


On 2 January 1993. the 
British weather did its best 
to curtail the FA Cup pro- 
gramme, when frozen pitch- 
es, hard frost and a heavy 
swirling fog caused a third 
of the third-round matches . 
to be abandoned. 

Undeterred. Second Di- 
vision Hartlepool went 
ahead with their game 
against Premiership visitors 
Crystal Palace, despite the 
fact that ibe pitch was icy 
and the visibility was awful. 

Two minn ows travelling 
to Selhurst Park this week- 
end - Scunthorpe, who play 
Palace today, and Wrexham, 
who play Wimbledon to- 
morrow - can take heart . 
from the underdog's per- 
formance five years ago. 

A dubious 82nd-minute 
penalty decision it may have : 
been, and one barely visible 
that, but Hartlepool still ■ 
won 1-0. With conditions at : 
Selhurst likely to be wet, if : 
not waterlogged this week- 
end, slip-ups could happen. 


HISTORY l 
V LESSON r 


If recent experience is any 
guide, Emley’s UniBond 
League side might just have 
a chance against West Ham 
in the FA Cup this afternoon. 

Last season, Harry Red- 
knapp’s team lost a third- 
' round replay I-U at home to 
Wrexham, while another 
Welsh club, Newport, then of 
the Fourth Division, claimed 
West Ham's scalp in 1979. 

The East London club 
have needed replays against 
lower-division opponents sev- 
eral limes in the last 30 years. 

Six years ago. Fam bor- 
ough were heaten by a last- 
minute Trevor Morley goal 
in a replay at Upton Park. 
Twelve months earlier West 
Ham bad needed- two 
matches to beat Aldershot. 

In 1972 Hereford, then of 
the Southern League, lost to 
a Geoff Hurst replay hat- 
trick at Upton Park. When 
they met again two years lat- 
er, Hereford were in the 
Third Division and won a re- 
play at Edgar Street 2-1. 


THIS WEEK'S TRANSFERS 


Full transfers 

Free transfers or irefisefcwre# Ares 

unless anted 

Agon Aunevie (mteSrittefi Deity Ctuv 
ty to Napafc fit) (C 35 Q 0 OQ) 

Karol Pcfeoreky ttarwanJl Manchester Uld 
to Benfica (Por) 

Wcfcail Madre (toward) Departtva La 
Coruna (Sp) id Ewploi 


Natl Mutaoe (mkttteWw) Manchester Utd 
to Wigan AWtfc 

Loans 

JHchart O'NeW (rridfiekta) Coventry 
City to Abardsan 

Nefi Gregory (tanvanf) IpswicM town to 


Gary Germains (i, 
wlch AWon to Shrewsbwy 


Contributors: Phil Shaw. Nick Harris. Paul Newman 
Readers' contributions welcome. Send to Sidelines, Sports Desk. 
The Independent. 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 
email address: sport lndependenLco.uk 
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Swettie Bettie wrangles threaten to spoil the tea party. And where’s my gong? 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


Three days into 1998 and al- 
ready I want to turn the clock 
hack - to about 1973. One New 
Year’s resolution, to get to 
training in time to fine the late- 
comers, has gone by the board 
already and a few others look 
vulnerable, not least my pledge 
to have an alcohol-free-day 
once a week. 

That’s no surprise consid- 
ering events at the Old Corn- 
field. Fritz Unstartz, our 
returning hero, was an instant 
success last week, scoring a hat- 
trick on' his debut as we beat 
the leaders. However, he’s 
now threatening to go back 
home if we can’t secure a 
work permit for his personal 
tea lady. 

Apparently Fritz now has a 
carefully planned programme 


of tea-drinking. English break- 
fast with lemon in the morning, 
Darjeeling and semi-skinned 
milk before training, pepper- 
mint during the break and 
camomile and honey after- 
wards. Later on he works his 
way through four different 
fruit teas and a Ceylon before 
finishing with a double- 
strength Lapsang Souchong. 

This is an area where the 
English game lags behind the 
Continent and we are espe- 
cially weak. The old tea lady 
went to Fulham a month or so 
ago, lured by a golden teapot 
with the Harrods logo and a 
trebling of her wages to 3/- a 
cup. We got a fee but, seeiug 
the improvement in Fulham’s 
results since, perhaps we 
should have negotiated an ex- 


tra payment if they went up. 
Her replacement, a YTS 
trainee, cannot even steer the 
trolley, let alone cope with a 
tea regime like Fritz's. But, 
while I can understand his de- 
sire to have his own tea lady I 
do wonder if he'd be so keen 
if she looked like one of my ex- 
wives rather than Melinda 
Messenger. 

Unfortunately neither the 
Tea-Person's Union, nor the 
Rosy Lee Foundation, recog- 
nise Swettie Betlie's Diploma 
from the Thhitian Institute of 
Char-Brewing, so Lbe Depart- 
ment of Employment will not 
approve a work permiL If we 
don’t win the appeal Fritz says 
he’s off back home, so we’re 
pulling out all the stops. 
Leroy’s gone down the cabinet 


office with a kilo of dope to sell 
to their kids. Sir Hirem’s 
threatening to go public on the 
PM's offshore tobacco holdings 
and we've suggested Swettie 
might like to make a person- 
al appeal to the civil servant 
dealing with the matter, over 
a cup of tea you understand. 

If that fails I’ll be lucky to 
manage an alcohol-free morn- 
ing each week. Mind you. a 
couple of drinks are under- 
standable, 1 need them to get 
over the shock of not being 
named in the New Year’s Ho- 
nours Usl I was sure Fd be get- 
ting a gong this year, I mean. 
Sir Tom Finney? All right, he 
could play a biu but his real job 
was as a plumber - football was 
just bis sideline. At the very 
least I expected an OBE for 


services to the game, not to 
mention my low-profile chari- 
ty work - for more than 30 
years I’ve been giving comfort 
and finan cial support to ladies 
in distress on the streets with- 
out ever seeking publicity. 

It was all I needed after the 
dismal set of Christmas pre- 
sents 1 received. A nasal hair 
trimmer (batteries not includ- 
ed). a set of brown paper bags 
and map of the motorway net- 
work for receiving bungs (very 
funny I don’t think, especially 
as it was from the chairman), 
four bottles of cheap whisky 
and two football coaching 
books. At least Kit Mann, my 
faithful assistant, came up with 
a new puffa coat, though I was 
surprised to find it had GF 
rather than BG on II “Short 


for Gaffer,” he claimed, which 
didn’t explain the cockerel on 
the other breast. 

Still, with the old one at the 
dry cleaners (1 noticed it smelt 
a bit grubby when I woke up 
in it on New Year's Day) IU be 
wearing it today. And what a 
day. The third round of the 
Cup, the most evocative week- 
end of the season. 

Personally I’ll never forget 
the day I scored the winner for 
One-horse Town Athletic 
against the league leaders. 
One of the best own-goals I 
ever scored - me and But- 
terfingers Bertie made a killing 
on the fixed-odds that day. 

We've a good draw, anoth- 
er Premiership side away from 
home. It may not look ideal to 
the fans but there’s no danger 


of anyone calling for my res- 
ignation when we go out be- 
cause everyone expects us to 
lose. I looked at West Ham’s 
draw and feared for Harry. So, 
he’s got a good chance of 
making the next round, but 
what if they draw someone like 
Uhrford away? Or lose to Em- 
ley today? Better off with a nice 
and early respectable defeat if 
you ask me. 

There's only one concern. 
Both Ivor Niggle and Shaun 
Prone are fit to play. The club 
historian tells me the last time 
that happened, wc thrashed 
the champions 6-1 at their 
place. I might have to leave 
them out. 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Glenn Moore 
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Maradona’s Napoli 
dream still alive 


ITALY 

The remarkable notion of Die- 
go Maradona becoming both 
president and coach of the Ital- 
ian SerieA club, Napoli has not 
- yet - been dismissed as fan- 
. tasy- . 

Maradona's manager, GuU- 
ienno Coppola, said this week 
thaf- discussions to allow the 
fonber captain of Argentina to 
take over at Napoli have been 
“positive.” 

Coppola spoke on his return 
from Italy, where he negotiat- 
ed onbehalf of Maradona, and 
addecllhat the dub have pro- 
posed a deal to bring the 1986 
World Cup winner back to the 
citv where he played from 1984 
10*1991. 

Napoli who won their only 
two SerieA titles with Maradona 
in 1987 and 1990 but later sued 
him. are bottom of the top 
flight, having lost eight of their 
last nine games. “This is going 
to be settled in the first days of 
January. It ail depends on 
whether Napoli’s president 
Corrado Feriaino, is willing to 
give away his dub shares,” Cop- 
pola said. 

“Maradona’s offer is real. If 
Feriaino sells [his shares]. Diego 



FOOTBALL 
AROUND 
THE WORLD 

BY RUPERT 
METCALF 


will take care of Napoli’s foot- 
ball activities and will have ab- 
solute powers.” 

Earlier in the week Mara- 
dona had said that his ap- 
pointment as president and 
coach of Napoli “is almost 60 
per cent a fact”. 

Despite helping the club to 
the Uefa Cup in 1989 as well as 
two titles, Maradona often 
feuded with club management. 
In March 1991, he tested posi- 
tive for cocaine during a routine 


FAIR PLAY LEAGUE 


.- . Gamas Red tekwPtsA* 

1 GPol.-_.13 7 54 89 6B5 

2 M jjwwt., £ 2 4655 6.11 

3 G Vflbrd .:.„11 3 6055 531 

4 G Barber „...H 3 4267 5.18 

5 P Durton.._.._t3 3 49 64 432 

6 J Winter .12 2 41 51 425 

7 0 ffemfct ,<_12 1 4550 4.T7 

8 SDurrw.„.s 1 3237 4.11 

9. P Jones.. 10 2 31 41 430 

8MRtey.„..._..t1 2 34 44 400 

h P AfcOCk 11 0 4444 400 

: :GA WBrie .. .12 2 37 <7 332 

13 G Ashby 11 2 3343 331 

14 D Eferay 12 1 41 46 333. 

BK Burge .10 1 3035 350 

BM SodanhamlO 0 3333 350 

17N Barry Tl 1 31 36 327 

18D Gatagher ..12 2 27 37 308 

19S Lodge Tl 0 2222 200 

(Banwwfiip matches: Mutes abandoned 

gemm. flad amis: SptS. YBtcur Ipt) 


UNFAIR PL AY LE AGUE 

PI R«nMCWPtS Aw 

1 Coventry 21 4 4565 210 

2 Leeds. 21 3 4661 290 

3 Bolton 21 4 4060 286 

4 Everton 21 3 4560 286 

5 Chelsea 21 3 3853 252 

6 Sheff Wed....21 3 3651 243 

7 Arsenal 21 1 4550 238 

B Derby 22 1 47 52 236 

9 Blackburn ...21 3 3449 233 
10 Newcastle. ...20 2 3646 230 

11 C Palace 22 2 4050 227 

12 West Ham.... 22 1 3742 191 
13 Liverpool ....20 1 2934 170 

14 Man Utd 21 0 3535 167 

15 Barnsley 21 0 3232 152 

« Southampton^ 0 3232 152 
T7 Wimbledon .22 1 2833 150 

18 Leicester 21 1 2631 148 

19Tottenham...21 1 2631 148 
20AVSa 21 1 2429 138 

(Premarshlpttm^taKinckKtesatiandonea 
games. Bad carets: 5p(s. twkwr Ipt) 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


Today 

Football 

.10 unions stated, fn v*aw of aetronse wooth- 
&con#kmplBOsecheckw»ivenuBsbo- 
fore travelling to any outdoor wants 
RYUAN LEAGUE Prom ter Division: 
Ayle*ijiry v Gravesend & Northfteat: Bas- 
rigskte J'ftadhaBbhof* Stortforciv Sut- 
ton Utd (at St. Albans CXy): Boreham 
Wood v Heybridge Sw3te: Bromley vDii- 
Wtcti Hamlet Carshaton AthWfc vCte- 
Sfcam; Dagenham & Barfcrittoe v EnfloW; 
Harrow Borough v Oxford Ciiy; tffchjnjf 

Hendon: Klngstorfar v St Albany Wdton 

& Hersham v Pufleet first DMjJorc 
Berirhamsted v Uxbridge: Grays v Why»- 
leafe; Leathertwad v AMwcn Tbwn: 
Motesey v Bognor Regs; Romford v b»- 


Corby v Bflston; Hhcfctey Utd v Evesham; 
Moor Green v Ifceston; «**igCU>Wter- 
wick v Grantham: Shepeted Dynamo v 
Stafford Rangers; Stourtadw vVSRug- 
byWtebechv Sutton CoMfiekl Southern 
DhrUoru Baktock v Ondarford; Bashley 
vVJtoEtovsuxB'Atora; Cievedanv Farehsm: 
Ctefrraford v Wttnev: Hartford v Trow- 



lericay: Si sines v 
Croydon: Wacrfjleyv 


Hampton; Thame 
vAUttshoC 


j WDkhg- 

ham v Cherteay, vtforthftg v Barton. Sec- 
ond DMafem Bansteaa v Hungerfotd; 
Barking v Martour, Bedford Town y Eog- 
hbfb; Srackne* v Nonhuood; Canvey Is- 
land v Brainfree; Chaifors St Peter v 
WRfHm; Cheshuni v Horsham; Metropol- 
itan Police v.LdgWawi WeaWstone v 
TBxffv: Windsor & Bon v wotinQ 5 
Mteftam; Whrenhoe v Egham TWid tSw- 
bok CorWHan Ctesuafc v Wingae &f=inch- 


nsner «nwsc ynawnj. 
v Fleet Tonbridge v Wflymo utn, VW ttr- 
bovSe v Ct»nc aster Ybte v Margate. 
NORTH west counties 

Blackpool RcwerevBurscough; Chatwer- 
ton v Hofcsr Otd Boys; Barwen v HasSig- 
Sn; iSsffuw Tk Helens: Piycat » 
AthsrtonLR: RoMandatevHamjxmom; 
Salford v MOSSjW^ Wuxhal GM v Gtosaop; 
Warrington v CWwroa 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE Rm Di- 
vision: Croc tenW iv Cra y Wtaflwjis 
' Deal v Beckenham; Enth Town v 


fey; Croydon Athletic v CamBeriey: East 
Thurrock v Wdrr, Ford V Rackwefi 
Harlow v THng: Hertford v DoridriffKJiws- 
tury v Kami- Hempstead; South* v 
Clapton. 

UMBOND L£AGUE Premier ObWore. AJ- 

EESSSOESSSSSt 

v Oxaley; Cdwyn Bay v Ffldc- 
cornHyde 

v Whstod; Lancaster v Boston Uttt .bffl 

Kmiss sBarai gf 

v Witton; Gretna v Flxtor; l*rrocge 
khvh v Congtettm Mrtfock^ v Betoer; ra- 
Sdw Netherfiett WWtby v Ashton Utd: 
Vfcriongton v Droytsden. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Dtvtoorc 
ASheretone v Burton; Bathv AaWo^ 
Bmnwgrove v Tinworih; OaMoy v Safc- 
fxw corcheGte* v Gtooce^n Forest 
Green ROW* v Merthyr Tydfl; Se^ey 


Leonard^ 

Bedworth v ewSdey v ReddWi. 


„_n; Rsvarahart v L 

Folkestone Invteta v Tu.-v~« 
Greenwich Borough v Hylhe 
Bay v Canterixey. Ramsgate v wieppey, 
Swartau Fumess v Sfade Grean; gtarnes- 
SSdAimKabie: vCD«hiettc vCorrth- 
an (2.®. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY L£AGUE 
first DMatom.Anmdte 
‘LstervurM; BupQ6SS Kl V Mte Oak. EdSt- 
boume 1bwnvWW<; Horaham YMCA v 
gwjrehara; UttlehaiTfoton v Hateham. 
pagham V LanyieK Ported v 

v Hassocks: Sabey v RecW, 
WKtehawk v cwchestEt 
UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
i cftni i f Pramfer Division: Boston Town 
TsSwrts & Lloyds Corby. Bowro v 

Sroo#i V Kempsion: Ford Sporte v 
stnifoB Long Buckby v EynadwncPoi- 
ton v Wbotton; St Neots v $pak#ng; Stam- 
ford v Northampton Spencec 

rafo round: Welngtanv Dawfch. 

SmS I COW"® wtlhm 

Premier DMston: 

vsiett Atolon; ftocfoBl v 
Ossetl 


drug test and was banned - not 
for the last time- from football 
for 15 months. In December 
1990, Napoli sued their star 
player, claiming that his be- 
haviour had damaged the club's 
reputation. 

IRAN 

The experienced German 
coach, Udo LaUefc, has been of- 
fered the chance to take Iran to 
this year's World Cup finals. Bild 
newspaper reported yesterday. 

Lattek. 62, said he met Iran- 
ian officials on Tuesday and 
Wednesday in Tehran and is con- 
sidering their proposal. “There 
are several things I must dis- 
cuss," he said. “My famil y would 
not be able to come to Iran with 
me... and then there is the lan- 
guage problem.” 

Lattek. who has coached 
Bayern Munich, Borussia Mon- 
chengladbach and Barcelona, 
has not been employed in club 
football since a spell at Schalke 
04 ended in 1993. He current- 
ly works as a summariser for a 
sports television channeL Iran 
have spent over a month look- 
ing for a new coach to replace 
the Brazilian. Vildeir Vieira, 
who led them to the finals. 



158 days 

.and counting 
until the 
World Cup 
finals begin in 
France 


Nigeria may have a problem 
finding suitable opponents for 
their programme of World Cup 
warm-up friendlies. In its wis- 
dom, the Nigerian Football 
Association announced this 
week that the 'Super Eagles" 
will not play countries hostile 
to the African nation's military 
rules. Austin Mgbolu. an FA 
spokesman, said his organi- 
sation wrodd tun dewn any re- 
quest for a friendly from any 
country which has had diplo- 
matic disagreements with 
Nigeria's government "Nei- 
ther are we going to approach 
such enemies'." he said. “This 
is in accordance with a direc- 
tive from the Sports Minister. 
Emeka Omeruah." The only 
European opponents being 
lined up are Yugoslavia 

- Rupert Metcalf 


Town v Arnold; Uversedgv i Sheffield: 
Thaddey v MaltDy. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Aesostruc- 
njres v East Cowes Vies: Andover v 
Chrtschurch, Brcckentustv Cowes Sports: 
Gosport v Newtuy; Romsey v BAT Spons: 
Totton v Eastleigh; Whtornch v Bemerton 
Heath 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vfsion: Bury Town v Clacton; Dtss v Sud- 
bury Tbwn; Ely v Goriaston: Fetostowe v 
Ttotrea: Halstead v Soham. Htston v New- 
market; Lowestoft v Wbotforidge; Stow- 
nwW v Warboys; Sudbury Wanderers v 
Harwich & Parteston 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALL1- 
ANCE: SmJcpaiTh v Sandmel: Chasemwn 
v Bokknere St Mchaeis; Halesowen Harri- 
ers v BfcKWKh; Khq'a Norton v Parshora; 

Knyperetey v Wtonto; OWtiury v Shttnat 

Stoerrtl v festal: WednesfieW v Strat- 
ford; Wosi Wtfiands Poflce v Rocsster. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE first Division: BdP^arn Town 
v Seaham Red Star Dinann v Jarrow; 
Durtam v Stockton: Easfogton v Pemth; 
Morpeth v BOirftam Syrrthonia; tt/ton v 
Nortfalerton; RIM Newcastle v Gicstxjr- 
arti; Staton v Ctodc South ShetevCon- 
aett Tbw Law v BwWigton Terriers. 
PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: fectoelhistlev Fort WBam; Cow 
Rangers v Hmdy: Elgin v Brora Rangers; 
Keilfiv Fones Mechanics; Wick Academy 
vOadvacudcia 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Bangor CWy v 
CaemBribn <Z3d): Barry v Ebtiw feto 
Earn • Carmarthen v Cawsws 1230}: Con- 
taK Quay v Cemaes Yhys Mon 
Cwmbran v Wer Cabie-Tef Canfll £3C|; 
Nawtown v Atierystwyth (230). Porth- 
madog v F5nt f237)\ Rhayader v Haver 
faSwtal (230: Wetstpool v Rhyl (230V 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier DP 
vision: Bafymena v Urfiefo. CWro nvBe v 

GlaHwn: Cnsaderav Coterane. OemotOT 

v Aids: Fortartown v Omagh Ftisl DWston. 
pmvpr v Balydare; Camck v Dungannon; 
piflfary v Lame: Umavadv v Nawry 

KARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 

premier Wvfstere Dwry Ohn'Stamrock 
fevers (730); Kilkenny v Dundalk (730). 

THE TIMES FA WHJTH C UP Third round: 

Ipswich Town v Bradford Crty. 

Rugby Union 

TETLEVS BITTER CUP Fourth round: 
Hath y London Scottish cab). Brackne* v 
itottortam (ZjO): Cambertey v Newtiiey 


..And statistics 



The difference a year can make 

First Division 


Whichever way you view the tables, 1997 was a bad year for the 
blue half at Merseyside. A year ago Everton entered the new year 
in eighth position in the Premiership, yet they finished last season 
in 15th position and are now only two places off the bottom. 

A table for the calendar year shows that Everton earned fewer 
points (34) in 1997 than any other club in either the Premiership or 
Nationwide League. Even Doncaster Rovers earned 37 points, al- 
though they did play seven more games than Everton. 

Manchester United, predictably, wan more paints (64 from 39 
games) than any other Premiership club, though their 12-month 
haul was bettered in the Second Division by Bristol City, who took 
85 points from 46 games. 

League tables for 1997 (calendar year) 

Premiership 


Another goal conceded, another defeat 
Everton go behind against Manchester 
United on Boxing Day. Photograph: Allsport 
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siamra: Brian Sears 


MAJOR 
WEEKEND 
FIXTURES AND 
POOLS CHECK 

Today 

3 0 unless stated 
Off: Match postponed 

FA Cup third round 

1 Arsenal v Pm Vfate 

2 Barnsley v Baton 

3 Blackburn v Wigan 

4 Boimemoulti v Huddersfield 

5 Bristol Rovers v Ipswich 

6 Cartffl v Okfoam 

7 Charton v Nonm Forest 

8 Ctenertwn v Reading 

9 Hereimi v Tranmere ‘Off 

10 Crewe v Birmingham 

1 1 Crystal Palace v Scunthorpe 

12 Darfrglor v Wolves 

13 Derby v Southampton 

14 Grimsby v Norwich 

15 Leeds Utd v Oxlord Utd 

IS Lacester City v Northampton 

17 Liverpool v Coventry 

1 B Manchester City v Bradford City .... 

19 Peterborough v Waisal 

20 Portsmouth v Aston Visa 

21 Presion v Siockport 

22 DPR v Mddasbrough 

23 Rothemam v Sunderland 

24 Sheffield Uid v Bury 

25 Swndon v Stevenage 

26 Warlord v Sheffield WBd 

27 WBA v Stoke 

28 West Ham v Emtey 

* Playing tomorrow (poofs putt# nM 
adfmicete). 

Nationwide League 
Second Division 
28 Blackpool v Bnstoi City 

- Chesterfield v Brentford 

3D GMngnam v Burnley 

31 Southend v Luton 

Third Division 

- Colchester v Hertteport 

32 Ereier v Barnet Off 

33 Macclesfield v Bn^rron .. 

34 Mansfeld v Rochdale 

- Notts County v Hii City 

- Scartjorautri v Torquay 

- Shrevwouy v Lncoin 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

35 Aberdeen v Dundee Utd 

38 Dikifarmiine v St J&fmslone 

37 Kilmarnock v Moiherwal 

First Division 

38 Aedrie v Para* 

39 IXexJee v Farm 

40 Hamftion v Ayr 

,41 St Miron y Modon 

42 SUrkng v Faftrt 

Tennencs Scottish Cup 
Second round 

- Annan v Vale o( lerthen CLflj 

- Arbroath v Queen o» South 

- Clydebank v Montrose .. 

- East Sibling v Ednburgh City .. . 

- Forfar v Afoior Romts.... 

- Inverness CT v Queens Park ... . 

- Uvmgsioh v Berwick 

- Lossremoum v Dumbarton 

- Peterhead v AHoa . . 

- Ross County v Brechn . ... 

- Sienhousemwr v Devercmvaie . . . 

- Stranraer v Frasertnagn 

GM Vauxhall Conference 

43 Gateshead v Kdderrrtoster .. . Off 
4* l-takta< v Cover ... 

45 Hednesford v Femccrorgh 

46 Leek v Kettering 

47 Morecambe v Hayes 

48 Wr>mg v Wa*ig 

49 mb mi v Scutnpon Off 

Tomorrow 

FA Cup third round 

Cheteea v Manchester Ltd 02K 

Evenon v Nevrcastla iZO) 

Hereford v Tranmere (t2U) 

Wimbledon v Wraihem (2X1) 


120. Fykje v Rossbyn Park (20 U'ltoon 
Vlfefch v Gtoucesfer (20). Mancfiesier v Lon- 
don Irish (20); Newcasite v E«eier (30). 
Northampton v Bedlvd (20V Rchmond v 
Doncaster (215). Rugby v ReacSn.; (30i 
West Hartlepool v Wav sherd (201 Post- 
poned: Coventry v Letoesier. MoseMev v 

JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE One: Liv- 
erpool Si Helens v Nottingham r230i Lyd 
ney v Moriey (3D). Ottey v Hanogaie r2i5i 
TUra Ncrtr Aspatne v WrrwTQtyi Park (230)' 
Brtnwrgham & Soihuli v VVabail 1230). 
Kendal v Sheffield I230i: Presion Grass- 
hoppers v Nuneaton (2 t5j, SeogMy Par* v 
IxhfieW (2.15): 3tourpr<jqe v Hnekley (2J0) 
Two South: Barking v Weston super- Mare 
(25). &*Jgwarer v Heriey GD). CStton vMei- 
ropoitan Poke* (230). North Walsham v Es- 
her (215); Redruth v CheheNiam (2301 
Postponed: Havani v Plymoulh 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Bridgend v Newport (20); CaiOiti 
v Ponrypndd (6D). Neath v Uaneli (2D). 
Swsr^aa v Ebbw Vale CUX First Division: 
Aberdtery v Aberavon (215). Blackwood v 
South Wales Ffcfce (20). Duiart v Mar Ihyr 
(20); Llandovery v CaerphDy (20): New- 
Drfoge v Bonymaen (2£f. Ponrypod v Crass 
Keys (20); Rumney v Maesreg (230). Tre- 
orchy v UWIC (CartJtt hsorure) (20) 
TENNENT5 SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP 
Third Division: Aberdeen GSFP v Slew- 
artry (20); Stewart's Melvie FP v Grange- 
mouth (20L 

AID IRISH LEAGUE First Division: 

BtodvockCMegevGeirvowentZM Oon- 

tari v ConstituHon (230} . Dun-ganncn v 
Lansdowne I230J; OW Bakradere v Drvthr 
(230), Old Crescent v SI Marys i23gj- 
Tetenure v BaByntena (230) Second Di- 
vision: Beatve Rangers v Buccaneers 
f230i. Deny v Shames (23Q). Malone v 
Greysiones (230). Sundays Wsl . &N- 
weqens (2J0l UCC v Instonians (230) 
tMmderers v Old Wes ley (2301 

Cricket 

FIRST ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL: 
South Africa Under- 19 v England Under 13 
MfisnonL 

TOUR MATCH (One day): kunya v Eng 
land A fet Nanob’t 

Basketball 

BUD WEI SEP LEAGUE: Crystal Palace v 
Lace si er Riders 1730i. t«ibv Storm * 
Chester Jets (730). Manchester v 

Newcastle Eagles 17301 Wat*«d RovaH v 


Greater London Leopards (7301. Thames 
Valley Tiqera v London Towers (80) Wji- 
thng Bears v SftfMieto Starts ISO) 
WOMEN'S NATIONAL TROPHY Semi Fi- 
nal: Tyne & Wear v Dcncasler rtOOl 

Hockey 

DTZ INTERNATIONAL INDOOR TOUR- 
NAMENT Pool A: beeston. Ccmiane.j Sea- 
vices. Siourpon Capercaates iScpl Pool 
B: Doncaster, Harborne. New Yon. . Sr Al- 
bans 030 id iXfi led Glades Arena. Kid 
cfermrusierj Pool C: East Grnswad hj; 
Mddarrrwtsrei. MM iScoi Pool D: Bartord 
Tiqeis. firebrands C«d Lougfflcrtans: 
Swansea 030 to 730) ia/Pertfewe/(5C. 
WercesteO 

WOMEN'S NATIONAL INDOOR LEAGUe 
first Division: Bradtovd v Wrrttedon 
(920). wol'ftg v SfvMeW (iQ30l. Sul ton 
Coldfiald v Center buy |ii40). Bracwiel v 
EAfitouth 11250). Ealng v Bradford |i50i. 
WrnUacten » tlfcikiig (240i. Sheffield v Sut- 
ton Cornfield (3301 Gamer buw v Brack- 
nsl (4J0i. E«mcnjtn v Eahng (5f0) {all a: 
Cock's Mlxvt Woo* ffioo s Heethi Sec- 
ond Division: Dulwicn v Si Austen O.J5I. 
Enpiet v Liverpool rtiMOi. Fwusnead Frre- 
txands V Wefion (n05| AWirtge v Okl 
L.iughlonsir-S n20i: Lduqhoortwgh Stu- 
ttets v Si Afoans (t!55) ; Exe» v St Austei 
(135). Over pool v Old Loughtonians [2tSi: 
DJwch . Aldridge (256). Welton - Lough 
borough Sludenls i335i St Austell v Por- 


rehead Fredrands (415). Si Albans v E>- 
eter (4551 iaw at East Grmsraad HC) 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: Ayr ScOltoh Eagles v 
Basmgsufle B»on (63-3). CardMf Devfle v 
Sheffield Sleeters f7J3l 
EXPRESS CUP: Nottingham Panthers v 
Brack neffl Bees (70). 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS' worto Cross Chaienge iDut- 
naml 

DARTS: Skat W:<td Champanshf (Crocs 
Tavern Prafleetl 

SNOOKER: World Championshfi quaUTrers 
Ihtorbracf. Cas»le. Blackpool) 

Tomorrow 

Football 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
Premier Division: Cork City v Fm Harps 

cot 

Rugby Union 

TETLEY'S BITTER CUP Fburffi round: 
Biack heath v Saracens (3D); Wasps v Har- 
lequins (301. Wort ester v Bristol (230). 
SCOTTISH INTER-DISTRICT CHAMPION- 
SHIP: Caledonia v Glasgow (2ffl (a flotus- 
la*. 4 oertteen): Edriburgn v Scottish 
Borders pO) (Of (nverferth). 


AIB IRISH LEAGUE First Dhrfston: Shan- 
non v Young kfcnsnr (230). 

Cricket 

SECOND ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL: 
South Afnca Under- 19 v England Under- 19 
far FochvBie). 

TOUR MATCH (One day): Kenya v England 
A (a Nairobi). 

Basketball 


Chelmsford (3i0i f all at Crystal 
NSC). Firsj Division: S20 Woking v Sutton 
CoWfietd (020): 1030 Bracknei v Etfmg 
(1030): TWO Wimbledon v Sheffield (Tl4«' 
1250 Canterbury v Exmouth (1250); L50 
Bradford v Woking 11501: 240 Sutton Cold- 
field v Bradford (240); 330 Eaing v Wlm- 
btednn (330): 430 StaffieW v Canterbury 
(430): SIO Exmouth v Bradford (5.10) (an 
Cocks Moors Woods. Kings Heatfi). Sec- 
ond Division: Portishead firebrands v Uv- 
erpool (ai5); Loughtwiough Students v 
Bnter rcoo); Akfodge v SI Ausiel (1103; Wfel- 
ton v St Afoans (120), Otd LougWonlans v 
Dulwich (1255): Liverpool v Aldridge (135); 
Portishead firebrands v Loughbortnjgn Stu- 
dents Et5): St Atots v Liverpool (235): St 
Austel v Weton (335); Exeter v Old Lou3ito- 
nBns (4.0); Ponanead firebrands v Dtiwch 
(455) (all at East Gr rnstead HC). 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: Newcastle Cobras v 
BasingslokB Bison (630); Sheffield Steef- 
ers vi»yrScoltiah Ea^es p30|, Manchester 
Storm v Nottingham Panthers (Bo). 
EXPRESS CUP: Bracknell Bess v Cartftt 
DevIsiBO) 

Other sports 

DARTS: Stol World Championship (Crcus 
Tavam. PuriteetL 

SNOOKER: World Charnpionshp quafifers 
(Norbrec* Castle, Blackpooft. 


Palace 



Hockey 

DT2 INTERNATIONAL INDOOR TOUR- 
NAMENT: Winners' playoffs (start 830). 
FI nob 330 (a) Glades Arana. Kktoermfcv 
sieri Plate competition (start 830). Pinal: 
330 (at Perdisweff SC, Worcester). 
WOMENS NATIONAL INDOOR LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Sbudi v Lecester (920): 
Ipswkfo v Otan Terraquest (10310; tegmown 
v Doncaster ftMO): Chelmsford v Stoiah 
(1240). Lacestor v ipswth (i30): Otton Ter- 
raquest v rtghtown (220), Doncaster v 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 31 /12/97. The winning numbers: 8 r 13. 18. 21. 23. 29. Bonus number 30 
Total Sales: £34.513.590. Prize Fund: £15,531,116 (45fc of ticket SBlesJ. 


CATEGORY 


NO. OF WINNERS 


AMOUNT FOR 
EACH WINNER 


TOTAL EACH TIER 


t- 1 laripon 

Maich 5 plus bonus ball 

6 

17 

£700.579 

£77.058 

£4.257.474 

£1.309.986 

M.ncli 5 

941 

£870 

£818.670 

Mi3lch 4 I 

4S.723 

! £36 

£1.754.028 

M.lif ll i • 

734.366 

£10 


TOTALS 

784.053 


£15.483.818 


r-v.-rec-ef j -T or-r 




THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 


r-v • rl Vi* oivrip-inr,- in Uw- aw*. Vp U3U twittiiw ,n Qanwipl ccnlijl compuiai syslem ^hai pic vail. 
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Chelsea’s 


Ed de Goey watched Chelsea win 
last season’s FA Cup on television 
in Rotterdam. When they begin 
their defence of the trophy at 
Stamford Bridge tomorrow he 
will be more closely involved - 
minding Chelsea’s goal against 
free-scoring Manchester United. 
As he prepared for the third 
round tie, he spoke to Qenn Moore. 


With his broad-shouldered gangling frame, 
lugubrious face, moustache, shaggy hair, 
high forehead and prominent eyes Ed de 
Goey is the nearest thing the Premiership 
has to Donald Sutherland. There were 
those, when he first started guarding the 
Chelsea goal, who suggested be played like 
the actor as well. 

The goal he conceded to Southampton, 
when Kevin Davies caught him hesitating 
over a clearance, was the most obvious er- 
ror but whenever the ball was in the air De 
Goey did not appear to inspire confidence. 
With Chelsea having more keepers than 
London Zoo, the Dutchman's chances of 
holding off Frode Grodas, Dmitri Kharin. 
Kevin Hitchcock and Nick Colgan seemed 
numbered. 

But tomorrow be keeps goal against 
Manchester United as one of the Pre- 
miership's form goalkeepers. With hard 
work and good advice he has adapted to 
the more physical nature of the English 
game, sharpened his play and begun keep- 
ing dean sheets. 

In the last 1 1 matches De Goey has con- 
ceded seven goals and. despite the uncer- 
tain start, his League record of 21 in 21 is 
bettered only by Peter Schmeichel. David 
James and Kasey Keller of the Premier- 
ship's regular custodians. 

This achievement is all the more cred- 
itable in the context of the team. No dis- 
respect to the admirable Nigel Manyn but 
it is one thing to keep goal behind a blan- 
ket of white shirts, another entirely to do 
so behind the gaping holes sometimes left 
by Ruud Gullit's cavaliers. 

De Goey. who was signed last summer 
from Fcvenoord for £2 Jim. a Dutch record 
for a goalkeeper, admits he hud early prob- 
lems. “It was difficult in the beginning,” 
he said as we sat in the canteen at 
Chelsea’s training ground in west London. 
Searching for the diplomatic phrase, he 
explained: “Players are allowed more con- 
tact against the goalkeeper than in Hol- 
land, so I have to protect myself more. 1 
am improving and can improve more. As 
for that goal against Southampton-. I went 
to play the hull to Frank Sinclair but he was 
looking the other way so I took one more 
touch - but I did not see the striker.” 

“When he came he needed to adapt to 
the British game and he’s done that," said 
Eddie Niedzwiecki. Chelsea's goalkeeping 
coach and. before injury brought a pre- 
mature end to his career, their last con- 
sistently good goalkeeper. . 

“I know people bad their question- 
marks over him when he first came but it 
always lakes time: it is a lot quicker here, 
there are bigger crowds and probably more 
pressure. He’s taken tbe challenge on 
board and done very well. His perfor- 
mances in the last couple of weeks show 
how he’s improved. He's commanding his 
area better. 

"I’ve been working with him on cross- 
es. Over here players hit the goalkeeper 
a lot more than in Holland. I go to see most 
of the opponents so I can inform him on 
various aspects of the game that might 
occur, comers, free-kicks, whether they hit 



goalkeeping Dutchman flying in face of adversity 


game but a nice one. The last eonple of 
games we’ve had difficulties' with small 
teams who press us and do hot' allow us. 
.to play our footbalL Manchester United 
‘ and Chelseaare teams that want to play 
football so it should be good game, 1 would 
love to play at Wembley in die final. 1 saw 
it last year on television, I do most years, 
and the traditions, the crowd, the atmos- 
phere, is fantastic. But while the FA Cup 
is important, and we want to defend it well, 
it is it just one of four competitions we are 
in. 

“It could be important psychological- 
ly (to win] as we’ve had a couple of bad 
results. We may be seven points behind 
Manchester United in the League but it 
is a long season. They have the Champi- 
ons’ League to piay and have to come to 
Stamford Bridge.” 

Had it not been for a clnb tour by his 
then rivals, Ajax, De Goey might not have 
been at the Bridge to welcome them. Hav- 
ing broken into the Dutch team at the tail 
end of Gullit’s international career in 1992 
he played 27 consecutive matches, in- 
cluding five in the 1994 World Cup, be- 
fore being dropped. Capped once in 1996 
he won his 29th cap against South Africa 
in June, as Edwin van der Sar was in 
South America with Ajax. Ruud Gullit 
was also there, to receive an award from 
Nelson Mandela. De Goey played well 
and, on the plane back, Gullit asked him 
if he was interested in joining Chelsea. 
“I signed three days later,” he said. 

De Goey, 31 last month, was brought 
up in Gouda and played five season with 
Sparta Rotterdam before moving to 
Feyenoord, the dub he followed as a boy. 
There he won a championship and four 
cups. But he was looking to move - Ever- 
ton were interested - and feels his In- 
ternationa] chances will benefit *T can 
develop my game here and there are no 
easy games. In Holland you go to some 
teams knowing you are going to win. Not 
here. Sometimes in Holland I did not touch 
the ball in the game. 

“I love it here. My family are settled 
and the people are veiy kind: they give you 
privacy. We are in Windsor. From my cur- 
tains I can almost see the castle. 

Socially, the De Goeys see Ibre Andre 
Flo, Mark Hughes and Frode Grodas, all 
of whom live nearby. Ken Monkou is an 
old friend and dinner with tbe Bergkamps 
is in the diary. De Goe/s son, three in a 
few months’ time, is down for nursery 
school (but not for Eton) and De Goey 
is becoming so Anglicised he sometimes 
has trouble remembering Dutch words. He 
does not,; inridehtidly, speak ra putch to 
Gullit - “It would seem strange’to the oth- 
er players." 

One adjustment that had to be made 
was Christmas football. The Dutch league 
shuts for winter and playing on Baring Day, 
as important as Christmas Day in the Dutch 
calender, was strange. Not that De Goey 
had trouble abstaining from the Christmas 
pleasures. He is teetotal initially from not 
liking the taste, now also for fitness. 
“When we go out I am always driving,” he 
said. “Everybody will be drinking and they 
will say, ‘You can drive, Eddie. You're not 
drinking'.” 

The autograph hunters, whom De 
Goey, a modest and courteous man, had 
earlier obliged, have now drifted away. 
In one corner two journalists wait to 
speak to Roberto Di Matteo, who is no- 
toriously slow to emerge after training. 
In another Estelle Cruyff waits with their 
baby for Gullit. De Goey, 6ft, 6in in 
stockinged feet, lopes off to the show- 
ers, a quiet man preparing for a noisy 
afternoon tomorrow. 


Tall order: Ed de Goey now ranks as Chelsea’s first-choice goalkeeper after an uncertain start in the Premiership Photograph: Robert Hallam 


diagonal bails into feet, the various dan- 
gers he might face in a game. 

“One of the things he had not really 
done in Holland was work on footwork in 
terms of the quick movement across the 
goal. That’s very important in the every- 
day game and that has developed He was 
already good with bis feet on the ball. 


despite the Southampton goal. He has also 
lost a stone in weight and feels better for 
it. 

-Ruud knew what he wanted when he 
signed him and had confidence in him. 
We’ve worked hard and you are now see- 
ing an outstanding goalkeeper who is 
performing at the highest level. " 


The benchmark will fitness permitting, 
be on duty at the other end tomorrow. 
Peter Schmekbel is the first name De Goey 
mentions when we talk about other goal- 
keepers, and Niedzwiecki added: “Schme- 
ichel is held in great esteem. He’s come 
here and is now dominating tbe art of goal- 
keeping. The best are judged on clean 


sheets and the number of mistakes they 
make in a season: the men who make one 
or two stay at the top. Schmeichel has pres- 
ence, he commands his area and consis- 
tently produces important saves. That is 
what we are looking to emulate.” 

Chelsea and United have drawn twice 
this season and De Goey said: “It is a tough 


Bayern twice came a cropper against village sides 


With all due respect to the dubs 
who sLarted their qualifying 
campaigns last August, the FA 
Cup starts in earnest today. 

The final itself apart, the 
third round of the FA Cup is 
the highlight of the football 
season. It is, as the cliche 
goes, the great leveller, the day 
on which the underdog, so 
revered in the English psyche, 
is due its day. .And, despite the 
paucity of major giantkilling 
acts in the last five years. 
Chesterfield s antics last sea- 
son restored faith in the con- 
cept of the FA Cup as the 
proverbial banana skin for 
the Premiership fat cats. 

It is for that reason — par- 
ticularly in today s game, where 
money invariably dictates the 
pattern of play - that we like to 
think of the FA Cup as unique. 
The English have always been 
renowned for having a nice line 
in self-deprecating humour, 
but when it comes to the FA 
Cup we certainly know how to 
blow our own trumpets. 

Frankly, we’ve every right to. 
The FA Cup is the world's old- 
est domestic cup competition, 
unsurpassed by any domestic 
competition in any country 
anywhere in the world. Its sta- 
tus was underlined by the cries 
of “Sacrosanct!“ which greet- 
ed the notion of sponsorship (at 
least the concession was made 
to call it the FA Cup. sponsored 


by Liulewoods Pools, although 
its pioneer Charles William 
Akxxrk must still have shifted 
uneasily in his grave). 

Nowhere else, however, do 
they have such qualms: hence 
the reason the Danes compete 
for the Compaq Cup, the Hun- 
garians for the Samsung Cup 
and the Dutch for the Amstel 
Cup. However, in these, and in 
most other European nations, 
the domestic cup competition 
is regarded as little more than 
a free ticket into Europe; few 
have the characteristic glam- 
our. far less the magic and the 
romance, of the FA Cup. 

Take Belgium, where La 
Coupe was abandoned for 
over 30 years (between 1928 
to 1953 and 1957 to 1963 ) un- 
til the carrot of European 
competition became too great 
to resist. However, it is still a 
low-key affair the final is pre- 
ceded by the women's equiv- 
alent and you can actually 
buy a ticket on the day. 

Or Switzerland, where it’s 
apparently customary for sec- 
ond and third-round ties to be 
held at tiny provincial grounds, 
with crowds to match. 

Or the Netherlands, where 
the KNITS Beker is small-fry to 
clubs like Ajax and PS V. who. 
as in Italy, regard the league 
as the tree barometer of form. 
Mind you. La Coppa in no way 
resembles the FA Cup: it is 
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only competed for by $erie A 
and Serie B teams plus 10 from 
Sene C and totally ignores the 
lower echelons of the Italian 
League. Teams like Bologna. 
Vicenza and Fiorentina might 
regard it as a welcome chance 
to capture some silverware, 
but for the likes of Juve, Mi- 
lan and Inter, defeat in the cup 
hardly constitutes a crisis. 

It is a similar story in 
France, at least according to 
Chris Widdle. who was in the 
Marseilles side which lost 1-0 
to Monaco in the 1991 French 
Cup final. Waddle maintains 
the French Cup “Isn’t really 
one for the big bqyN if they get 


knocked out it’s a scalp, but 
certainly not a disaster.'' He 
says that the beauty of the FA 
Cup lies not just in the giant- 
killing possibilities but in the 
lure of a Wembley final. “We 
played the French Cup final in 
the Parc des Princes but I'd al- 
ready played there twice that 
season, so it meant nothing.” 

David and Goliath, mean- 
while, obviously have no place 
in Spanish folklore since the 
Spanish Cup is traditionally 
dominated by the giants: for 
the smaller clubs it's more a 
money-making than a repu- 
tation-building exercise. Cas- 
tilla did shock Sp anish football 
by reaching the final in 1980, 
but they faced Real Madrid - 
which is like Manchester Unit- 
ed playing Manchester Unit- 
ed reserves - and a 6-1 
hammering put paid to any 
high-falutin' ideas they might 
have entertained. (Spanish 
television, incidentally, gets 
amazingly high viewing figures 
for FA Cup matches and 
Canal+, which screened Mar- 
gate’s second-round match 
with Fulham live, will be show- 
ing three live third-round ties 
as well as extended highli ghts) 

Trust the Germans to try to 
spoil the party, but the DFB 
PokaL the German Cup, is ad- 
mittedly the one domestic cup 
competition that rivals the FA 
Cup in the sense that it is or- 


ganised to maximise the slip-up 
factor for the leading dubs: the 
seeded first round is drawn so 
that no two teams from the 
same division play each other, 
and the lower division side al- 
ways plays at home, guaran- 
teeing upsets galore and plenty 
of money at grass-roots level 
Bayern Munich have twice 
come a cropper against village 
tides during the 1990s, while the 
Third Division side Eimrachl 
Trier have reached this season's 
semi-final stage, disposing of 
Scbalke 04 and Borussia Dort- 
mund in the process. 

Of course, last season's 
“family" Scottish Cup final be- 
tween Kilmarnock and Falkirk 
breathed new life into what was 
a relatively tired old institution, 
but Rangers’ Brian Laudrup, 
who won a Danish Cup medal 
with Brondby in 1989 and a 
Scottish Cup medal with 
Rangers in 1996, stiD maintains 
there is nothing to touch tbe FA 
Cup. Laudrup says tbe Danish 
Cup “never gathers momentum 
until the semi-finals, tbe Italian 
Cup is a non-event and. though 
the Scottish Cup invokes plen- 
ty of passion, nothing can com- 
pare with the FA Cup.” 

If recent transfer specula- 
tion is anything to go by. 
Laudrup might get his chance 
to play in the world’s greatest 
domestic competition sooner 
rather than later... 




Jack and Bull still 

Third round day and it’s 
Feethams, Darlington, away. 
As fields of dreams go, it’s no 
Molineux and it's certainly 
not Wembley. But. if Sir Jack 
Hayward is finally to see his 
cherished dream of Wolves 
lifting the FA Cup realised 
then we must not, dare not, 
lose today. For Sir Jack, ap- 
proaching 75, time is slowly 
running out. 

He still he awaits his day 
in the sun, £40m of the fam- 
ily fortune on. How he must 
envy Jack Walker and John 
Hall. True, his millions have 
made Molineux a modern 
stadium worthy of its Fifties 
legends; indeed, the magnif- 
icent bronze statue of the in- 
comparable BiUy Wright 
which stands outside the 
main entrance acts as a dai- 
ly reminder to all who enter 
of their heritage and of our 
expectations of them. The 
team, though, remain infuri- 
atingly on the fringe of mak- 
ing that final promotion step. 

For ail that, tbe fans have 
waited patiently (19S3-84 was 
our last season in the top 
flight), and in considerable 
numbers (Molineux hasn't 
seen a League gate under 
20,000 in over fonr years) - 
we can, if necessary, wait a 
few more years vet Sir Jack 
Hayward cannoL 

And nor, now aged 32, can 
Steve Bull. BuDywfll miss to- 


waiting to realise 

d^s game with a knee injury. 
“He hopes to make the 
comeback at the end of this 
month in the Black Country 
derby against West Brom - 
the team that sold him to us 
back in November 1986, in 
our dark days in the Fourth 
Division. He is the only mem- 
ber of the playing staff left 
from a time we couldn't pay 
the milkman He has had any 
number of offers to leave in 
tbe interim; had he done so, 
more England caps and some 
winners' medals could be sit- 
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ting on his mantlepiece. But 
they’re not there. Instead, 
he’ll be tilting at the front of 
the team bus today, club cap- 
tain and chief cheerleader, 
stuck frustratingly on 299 
goals in a Wolves shirt The 
delay is only adding to the 
sense of anticipation - the 
scenes when the next one 
goes in will be the sort about 
which Ian Wight can only 
dream. 

Between them, Wolver- 
hampton's two favourite sons 
have given back the town a 
sense of pride both in itself 


a golden dream 

and in its most cherished in- - 
stitution. If Sir Jack has re- 
newed the infrastructure, onr 
body - then Bully has given 
us back our heart and soul 
Mark McGhee’s job se- 
curity depends on Wolves 
getting promotion. With an- 
other campaign in the Divi- 
sion From Hell not past the 
half-way point, it looks like 
the play-offs at best. I'm, not - 
sure if I could take another 
failure at that hurdle (it 
would be our third in four an- 
guished seasons); but God 
only knows what such a dis- 
appointment would mean to . 
Messrs Hayward and Bull 
If yet another season ul- 
timately ends m tears, few 
Wolves fans will be shed- 
ding them for McGhee or for 
themselves. But they will for 
two men who have each giv- 
en us more than we can ever 
begin to repay. When .we. _ 
kick off that first Premiership 
match at Molineux, then it 
must be with Steve Bull - 
standing there tn the centre 
circle, that black No 9 re- 
splendent on his Old Gold 
shirt. And when a Wolves 
captain lifts the EA Cup, it 
must be with Sir Jack stand- . 
ing proudly there in the Roy- 
al Box, justifiably beside; 
himself as schoolboy exciter 
ment for once overcomes 
the supreme good manners of . 
the English gent 



f 




•1 








23/FA CUP 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 3 januap.\ iq«s 
■ 23 


s Fairclough’s men have to brave the fair times and foul 


nc - Th* K s . 

is&nJ.u - !,h W ' 


* dr. P ... '*i<ili 
"32* th-t . Uilqj 
abfov . l . '■ J 


™ 0! '. ,,5 >» .. 

Bui v.K i.. ',u z 

iponan- P .. , , 

^ hiiu , ,.;: r h ; ,i '’^ 

■>e Sxr.j-t - 7n'' " ' ^ 

ft! in lr s ^ s' 
iv and .... arn PF 

■ l,c “ r Bcfc 1 


i i* K ■ 

L - - urrn^ 


n fos 

Giv. u. ; “6 

loueio-^h lha * 

«oUwv«*v1,ilS 

awcaiKc m 
, , W r,3 Cup ih£ . 

“ *“» *’- r fcrv 
v»!h Ajar.. Ruud 


Stevenage Borough's 
travails are the stuff of 
^ptbaUing nightmares. 
ftoke R owbottom finds the 
tort-beague club hoping 
th^rifbrtunes will 
change for die better, 
.shifting with today's FA 
'CMP dtird-raund meeting 
^tbSwindon. 


Bob GnSwood has supported 
Stevenage football club for 35 
of tes45 years. Which means he 
. h^Jfcflpwed Stevenage Town, 
wbowent bankrupt, and Sieve- 
page Athletic, who went bank- 
rupt^ too. _ 

l "And more recently, Steve- 
pnga Borongfc who went all the 
way? to; the top of the non- 
fira^ue pile two years ago only 
to be told they could not join the 
f^K^bali League because their 
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by due^l Depemfeef deadline. 

That js"a T)fow from which 
StcvaiagJ,one of four non- 
Leaguesuryworsin thisweek- 
eiid , s3%^p third rmmd, have 
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A&^he stbod in the rain- 
lasfaed maiin-stend at the dob’s 
Broadhak^fey ground on New 
..Year^p^t^thB anything-but- 
i&-A^therfeii,was probably 
m the- twst possible place to 
reflect on his experience. 

-“It’s- been hard work at 
tnne^JiesakL' “Itwould have 
nice.for tiie chib to have gone 
up in 1SS6. Bot4hey knew the 
rules. They should have got their 
act together in tune.” 
/;Thatthe dub did not was 
partfy down to the local au- 
thority which failed to supply 
its protnised lion’s share of the 
£ 1 . 6 m£ostoatime. 

For all the frustrations in- 
volved; however, Gristwood has 
remained a loyal fan, and he will 
be among several thousand Bor- 
ough supporters boarding coach- 
es this morning for the two-hour 
jonmejrdown the M4 to Swin- 
don, where Steve McMahon's 
First Division championship 
contenders await their team. 

. iThfeis not uncharted terrir 



Grounds for improvement: Stevenage Borough, the struggling Conference side, mount an attack at Broad hall Way, the site that foiled to meet Football League guidelines in 1996 Photograph: Robert Hallam 


toiy for.the Hertfordshire dub, 
who in the past seven years have 
risen from the depths of the old 
Isthmian League under the 
guidance of Paul Fhirdough. 

TWo years ago they reached 
the FA Cup first round proper, 
and last season they got to the 
third round, beating Leyton 
Orient before losing 2-0 at 
Birmingham City in a match wit- 
nessed by almost 8.000 of their 
travelling supporters. 

That record earned them an 
automatic place in this years 
first round, and after beating 
Carshaiton. they put out Third 
Division Cambridge United in 
a replay at Broadball Way. 

But the man who scored the 
winning goaL 23-year-old Stu- 


art Beevor, was not in the team 
which beat local rivals Rushden 
and Diamonds 2-1 on Thursday. 
Stevenage having had an 
unsettled season thus far. 

Fairclough, who suffered the 
personal frustration of being left 
on the bench as Hariow lawn de- 
feated Southend United and 
Leicester City in their FA Cup 
run of 1979, has had to renew the 
heart of his team this season. 

After the anti dimax of their 
Vauxhall Conference-winning 
year. Stevenage persuaded their 
best performers - skipper Paul 
Barrowdiff. Nigerian youth in- 
ternational midfielder Efetobor 
Sodje, and leading scorer Bar- 
ry Hayies - to stay for one more 
season to see if ihev could re- 
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tain the title and make the big 
jump. 

They fell just short, finishing 
third. Many at the dub. in- 
cluding the chairman. Victor 
Green, believe they were victims 
of their own success in other 
competitions - their progress to 
the FA Cup third round and the 
FA Trophy semi-final caused a 
severe fixture build-up. 

Last summer, however, saw 
Barrowdiff join Brentford for 
£55,000, Sodje, who has ambi- 
tions of makin g Nigeria's World 
Cup squad, join Macclesfield for 
a knock-down £35.000, and 
Hayies move to Bristol Rovers, 
for whom he is now scoring at 
will for £250,000. 

- Green denied that any of 

* j . 


that money had been required 
to cover the estimated £250,000 
cost of Stevenage's unsuccess- 
ful legal challenge to the Foot- 
ball League over their failure to 
gain promotion on the basis of 
restraint of trade. 

Two further things came out 
of that court case, and only one 
was to Stevenage's credit Al- 
though the judge was unable to 
accept their plea, because a 
precedent had been set in ear- 
lier cases involving Kiddermin- 
ster Harriers and Macclesfield 
Town, he accepted many of their 
arguments, and the League sub- 
sequently shifted its deadline 
three months further backwards. 

But evidence given in court 
by Torquay United, who had 


retained their League status in 
19% because the Vhuxhall Con- 
ference champions had not ful- 
filled ground requirements, led 
to a Football Association inquiry 
which, last April imposed a 
£25,000 suspended fine on 
Stevenage. 

The FA, with the benefit of 
recorded telephone conversa- 
tions. confirmed the allega- 
tions by Torquay’s chairman, 
Mike Bateson, that Stevenage 
bad attempted to obtain a 
£20,000 “incentive” for their 
players to win the title even 
though they had missed the 
ground improvement deadline. 

Had the other main Con- 
ference contender. Woking, 
prevailed, they would have tak- 


en Torquay’s League place be- 
cause their ground was already 
up to standard. 

Stevenage have picked them- 
selves up. dusted themselves 
down and set off again, but this 
season - hampered by several 
unfortunate injuries to a couple 
of new signings - they have 
found themselves struggling at 
an un famili ar end of the table. 

For Fairciough, who has 
known almost perennial suc- 
cess since taking over the club 
in the depths of the old Isthmi- 
an League seven years ago. the 
legacy of 1996 cannot be ignored. 

“If 1 said I am over it, I would 
be lying. I will never get over it. 
until such time as I am in the 
Football League with Steve- 


nage. But it hasn't taken any 
edge off me. It's made me 
more determined," he said. 

Today he will be hoping that 
the opportunism of Gary Craw- 
shaw. who took a year off from 
football to travel the world in 
1994, or Giuliano Grazioli. a re- 
cent signing from Peterbor- 
ough. will catch Swindon oul 

Fairclough has a novel the- 
ory about how non-League 
dubs should be rewarded for FA 
Cup success in future. Any 
clubs reaching the third round, 
he believes, should be given lu- 
crative automatic ties against 
the likes of Manchester United. 
Liverpool and Chelsea. Some- 
how, you cannot see the FA 
leaping at the idea. 


BY NICK HARRIS 
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Arsenal v Port Vale 

David Platt and Lee Down miss today's match 
througi injury Platt came through a light train- 
ing "session yesterday but will still miss the tie 
due to the groin strain he picked up in Arse- 
nal's 2- 1 win over Leicester on Boxing Day. 
Dtxpn has also strained his groin, in the north 
London derby last Sunday. Initially the injury 
WKnqt thought to be serious, but further ex- 
<minatibn repealed that the right-back has no 
dance of jpteying. Giles. Grimandi is likely to 
d^xitist Port Vhle manager John Rudge will 
Arseoafivyafting before naming his side, 
who tewe last six consecutive League match- 
es. Nd Aspia Dean Glover and MattQrra^ier 
all came through a practice match this week. 
Hark Snjjcfers is favourite to partner Andy Hill 
atreritre-badc. 

: Barnsley v Bolton 

Barnsley do riot expect to make any changes 
•far today from the side that drew 2-2 with 
Bolton on Boxing Day Barnsley manager Qan- 
. ny Wilson has no ir^ury problems and a fully 
Tttsquad except for long-term problems with 
centre back Steve Davis and reserve keeper 
Tory Bullock. Botton have Alan Thompson back 
; in contention for today and he is likely to start 
but strike Dean Holdsworth is doubtful with 
• '• a leg injury. Peter Beardsley is almost certain 

'• : ^par^Whfathan Blake ^frc^lcefarxfc strik- 
er Amar Gunnlaugsson has had eight stitches 
na head wound but is fit and available to play 
Defender Gary Taggart is ruled out with a 
*■ • ’. groin straia Goalkeeper Keith Branagan is still 

. .suffering with his groin and reserve keeper 
Gavin Wbrd takes over again. 

Blackburn v Wigan 

Patrick Valery returns to the Blackburn side to- 
... day after full-back Gary Croft was ruled out 
yesterday by a back injury. Scottish internationals 
Colin Hendry and Kevin Gallacher passed fit 
after injury scares, so Roy Hod&on seems l/ke- 
■ iL. ly to keep faith with the team who drew with 
> V Crystal Palace last Sunday, aside from \felery 
• L replacing Croft KBy. McKinlay is still missing. 
He s servmg' his final match of a two-game 

. suspensioaW^rLstrterG^erneJonessback 

.■ in the squad after suspension. Club physio Si- 
mon Famworth is’ also included as cover for 
. - gbalkeeper Roy Carroll. Regular deputy Lee 
Butler, is serving a one-match ban. 

Chariton vNottm Forest 

Qariton welcome back Matt Holmes into the 

• squad to face Forest Themkdfielder has missed 
' three games with a knee ligament injury. Chart- 

ton are the First Division's top scorers with 
46 goals, and in fourth place, are not far be- 
hjnd Forest They may recall Mark Bright Not- 

frsham Forest manager Dave Bassett has injury 

doubts over four key players. Leading scorer 
Pierre van Hooijdonk (groin), winger Steve 
' .'-Stone (knee). Andy Johnson (ankle) and 
Scottish international Scot Gemmill (nb) are 
ail causing Bassett concern. He is already re- 

• signed to bang without Ian Wban. who siA 
fered a thigh injury in last Sunday's win at 

j Manchester Gty. Thierry Bonalair is expect- 
- ed to replace him. 


Cheltenham v Reading 

Cheltenham, in the third round for the first 
time in 64 years, lost their first game in 27 
matches on Thursday to YeovH. but should start 
with 40-year old QK/e Wafter, the former Sun- 
derland League Cup finalist and inspiration to 
non-League Wbking.Wrth Phil Parkinson still 
out through suspension. Reading are expect- 
ed to play with the side which drew 1 - 1 at 
QPR last Sunday. 

C Palace v Scunthorpe 

Marc Eelworthy returns for Palace after sus- 
pension. Bruce Dyer will possibly feature af- 
ter recovering from the ankle injury, but Neil 
Shippertey is extremely doubtfol with a groin 
strain and Attilio Lombardo and Michele 
Padovano are out. Scunthorpe defender 
Michael Wklsh. stretchered off against Notts 
County on Boxing Day with badly bruised ribs, 
may start Lee Marshall (knee) is out while, 
defender Sean McAuley is almost certain to 
return and partner Ross Wilcox, who was sent 
off at the Deva Stadium. Goalkeeper Tom 
Evans, who'was at Palace test season for a short 
spell, will also be on the bench. 

Derby ^ v Southampton 

Derby's Dean Sturridge misses today's match 
■through injury so Deon Burton comes in up 
front Jacob Laursen is also on the casualty list 
and will not pby Igor Strnac returns at the bade 
Robbie Kozluk replaces the suspended Stefeno 
Eranio. Egil Ostenstad is likely to be on the 
bench for Southampton. Kevin Dawes was re- 
called in place of Ostenstad against Chelsea 
on Monday and is set to keep his place along- 
side David Hirst in attack, after scoring the win- 
ner. Saints have sligbr injur y doubts about 
defender Claus Lundekvam and midfielder Carl- 
ton Palmer. 

Leeds v Oxford 

Leeds are without David Robertson (sus- 
pended) and Portuguese midfielder Bruno 
Ribeiro (knee) but manager George Graham 
has Gary Kelly and Alf-lnge Haland available 
after suspension. Defender lan Harte is ncluded 
in the squad Oxfords new manager Malcolm 
Crosby is likely to name an unchanged team 
as his First Division underdogs visit Elland Road. 
Striker Nicky Banger has failed to recover from 
a groin injury so Gosby will probably stick to 
the team which drew l-l with Sunderland. 
Crosb/s last run in the FA Cup as a manag- 
er took him all the way to Wembley with Sun- 
derland in 1992. 

Leicester v Northampton 

Leicester could be without captain Steve Vv&kh, 
who is recovering from a hamstring injury but 
Ian Marshall should be back in the side after 
recovering from a hernia operation. Northamp- 
ton manager Ian Atkins will wart for late fit- 
ness tests on Roy Hunter (groin). Colin Hill 
(groin). Ray VSfarburton (ankle) and Charlie 
Bishop (ankle) before naming his team. Atkins 
expects all four to be fit for his side, who need- 
ed a penalty shoot-cvt to beat off non-League 
Basingstoke in the second round, but are cur- 
rently third m the Second Division. 


Liverpool v Coventry 

Liverpool -mH field an unchanged side. The only 
change Ray Evans has had to make to the side 
dunng ther winning run of four straight League 
matches has been the return of Raul lnce in 
place of Jamie Carragher after suspension arid 
injur/. David James balds his place m goaL'leav- 
ing American Brad Friede! on the bench for 
the third game in succession. Paul Williams re- 
turns for Coventrv after suspension. Desprte 
having the worst disciplinary record m the Pre- 
miershp - one sending off and nine vellow cards 
— his influence has been missed. A-rth Coven- 
try securing rust one win dunng his absences. 

Portsmouth v Aston Villa 

Bri 2 r. Little will be boosted b- the return of 
Star. Coil-mere. Gareth Southgate and Julian 
Joachim, who have all resumed training arier 
illness caused them to miss last Sunda/s I - 1 
draw at Leeds. Defender Adrian Whitbread 
is expected to recover from mtury in time to 
captain struggling Portsmouth Whitt-read has 
been forced to mtss the last three games with 
a hip iniury but is set to return with David Wa- 
terman expected to make wa%. MxJfielder Dj\,kJ 
HiHier is still recovenng from a bad injury while 
centra) defender P.ussell Berrett is still strug- 
gling to overcome a knee problem. 

Swindon v Stevenage 

Swindon will be without on-loan Liverpool mid- 
fielder David Thompson, who is cup* tied f e»m 
W&tson and Lee Collins are m contention to 
replace him in midfield. Veteran defender Bri- 
an Borrows >s cut with a knee ligament injury 
and French midfielder Philippe Cuervo is still 
recovenng from surgery on a hip. Former 
Wycombe midfielder Simon Stapleton looks 
to have played himself into Stevenage s line up 
for today. He impressed in the f Jew i ear's Day 
win over Rushden and Diamonds - Stevenage s 
first league win in six games. Stapleton lomed 
the Hertfordshire team from Pushden three 
weeks ago. arid should feature. 

Watford v Sheff Wednesday 

Watford manager Graham Taylor is hoping to 
complete an FA Cup double against Ron Atkin- 
son 16 years after his Watford side beat Atkin- 
son's Manchester United in the competition. 
Watford, who have led the Second Division 
since foe start of the season, have no signifi- 
cant injury worries. Sheffield Wednesday will 
have top scorer Paolo Di Canio back from a 
two-match ban. Norwegian midfielder Fetter 
Rudi is doubtful with a back strain. 

West Ham vEmley 

French international goalkeeper Bernard lama 
will be on the substitutes' bench for VNfest Ha m 
after Craig Foirest's recent form las kept him 
in the ads. Captam Steve Lomas is suspend- 
ed, while Eyal Bert owe is fit after a knee m 
jury John Mon-rur faces a fitness test on a 
hamstring strain. Emley. who have said todays 
match is foeir Worid Cup final, are likely to 
field foe same side that won Through to for- 
match, with policeman Neil Lace> guarding ifie 
defence and postman Glynn Hurst hoping to 
deliver an upset in attack. 


... and elsewhere 

Winger John Bailey is poised for a recall to 
Bournemouth's side for their match against 
Huddersfield at Dean Court Bailey has missed 
the last two matches through suspension but 
is set to return to the nght side of midfield. 
Former Southampton player ‘Ihrister Warren 
is likefi- to be moved up from midfield to part- 
ner Steve Fletcher in attack with on-loan Chari- 
ton striker Steve Jones cup tied. 

Ipswich have England Under-21 striker James 
Seowcroft back after a Three -match ban for 
their game at Bristol Rovers. Jason Gundy is 

still suspended 

Cardiff Crt s hopes of including fe-rmer Bris- 
tol Crt . sink er (■ eviri I Jugent in their squad for 
their gjr:>e against Oldham at Nmian F^rk fia'/e 
t-een dashed due to an ankle m|ury. Oldham 
could be without four regular first team play- 
era Former Tranmere defer*»der Shaun 'Gar- 
nett is suspended while Neil Thompson is 
Cup-ned Australian defender Doug Hodgson 
and Lee Sinnon are both struggling to over- 
come injur »• 

Birmingham will check on the fitness of strik - 
er Paul Devlin after mat ing the short trip to 
take on First Division rivals Crewe. Devlin has 
been struggling wnti a virus that has forced him 
out of the squad for Gty's last two games. Birrri- 
irighams manager Trevor Francis is trying to 
tuiTi foe loan mc-ve of the Sc-uthampton left- 
back Simon Charlton mto a permanent 
£250.000 deal as loan players are ineligible for 
FA Cup ties. Michael Johnson is on ale»t to 
take o.er from Charlton Crewe record sign- 
ing Dave W'altori is back after a six-week lay- 
ofl with damaged ankle ligament. He is likely 
to t-e Dario Gradi's only cfiarige from the team 
That drew at Bur/ on Sun-day. 

Wolverhampton Wanderers’ Finnish in- 
ternational striker Niro Paatelainen is 
standing b> to start his first game for more 
than two months in the game with Dar- 
lington at Feethams Teenage forward 
Robbie f eane will be available after in- 
jury. E-penenced Darlington striker Cart 
Shutt is almost certain to be unfit. The 
36- year-old former Leeds player is strug- 
gling to recover from the thigh strain that 
has kepi him out for a month. Andy Cros- 
by and Jason Devos are missing from the 
Quakers' defence because of bans and the 
on-loan pair Lawrence Davies and Craig 
Midgle/ also mis*, out 

f forwicfi captain Man jackson is. ruled out of 
the tie at Gnmstn -with an ankde injury. Winger 
Adrian Forbes, who picked up a knock on the 
thigh against Ppr fsrrvxith in midweek, is also 
out" v.-hf-h nvi, mean Lkar/f 5<Jtch be ng pushed 
straight back into action aftei a five match ab- 
sence /.ifo a thigh strain. Fit -again defender 
Ciaig flemmg. who has suffered a series of in- 
iu: « set backs since ( ns close reason m-ive from 
C'fdlum looks *et to -foputise for Jackson. 


Captain Wtiyne Jacobs is set to return to Brad- 
ford's team for the game at Manchester City. 
Defender Darren Moore, who has missed foe 
last three matches with a hamstring iniury. is 
still unfit which means that 18-year-old Andrew 
O'Bnen continues to deputise. Manchester City 
manager Frank. Cbrk will hope his side can start 
a Cup am against Bradford which could lift foe 
gloom hanging over Maine Road. Tfiere are 
doubts -over foe fitness ofV\4des defender f it 
Symons, still recovenng from a hamstring in- 
jury. and Tony Vaughan, who suffered con- 
cussion during Sunday's 3-2 defeat by 
Nottingham Forest 

WaJsall goalkeeper James Walker is doubtful 
for foe game at Peterborough- He was k fo ed 
on the head in fast week's Second Division game 
at Northampton If he doesn't make it 19-year- 
old Danny t Jaisbitt will make his debut. Mid- 
fielder Gary Printer has recovered from a knot* 
in time to play and foe Saddlers could recall 
skipper Derek MountfieM to the defence. 

Stockport captain Mike Flynn misses the re- 
turn to his old dub as County travel to Pre- 
ston. Flynn limped out of last Sunday's league 
defeat at Middlesbrough and his side are also 
in danger of losing record signing Paul Cook. 
The former Waives midfielder will undergo a 
late fitness test Top scorer Lee Ashcroft coukd 
make a welcome return tc. foe Preston 
North End starting line-up. The former West 
Brom forward has missed Prestons s fast five 
games with a hamstring straia but he resumed 
full training this week. Manager Gary Peters, 
whose offer to resign was turned down by the 
Preston hoard earlier this week; has fitness wor- 
ries over several players, but has refused to 
name the men in question. 

Queens Pari: Rangers will be without defender 
George K'ulcsar for foe visit of Middlesbrough 
to Loftus Road. The Australian will be out of 
action for siv weeks after badly twisting his knee 
and anVJe, Gavin Peacock (knee) and Trevor 
Siricfair (chest) were doubtfol. but both are ex- 
pected to play. Middlesbrough are without Gi- 
anluca Festa. so Steve Vickers returns. Three 
of Boro's youth team graduates - Andy 
Campbell. Steve Baker and Craig Harrison - 
are also included in the 17-man squad. 

Sheffield United manager Nigel Spademan faces 
a defensive crisis for the game against Bury with 
David Holdsworth. Paul McGrath and Michael 
Vonk are all out injured. Bury manager Stan 
Tement will have to juggle with his squad. Six 
first learners are out of action * Ffaul Butler 
and Peter Swan (suspended). Tony Ellis(cup- 
tied) and Dean West, P-ob Matthews and David 
Pugh (injured}. 

West Bromwich Albion midfielder Ian Hamil- 
ton returns against Stoke at the Hawthorns, 
while Stoke manager Chic Bates is expected 
to name an unchanged team. Bates is likely to 
keep faith with the team which drew at the 
Hawthorns in the league on Sunday with Mar- 
co Gabbiadim again on the bench alongside 
fit again Ray Wallace. 


Tomorrow 

Chelsea v Man Utd 

Ruud Gullit will resist foe temptation to start 
with himself in tomorrow's line-up. but he is 
lik efy to be on foe bench. The Cup holders 
are without foe suspended Dennis Wise and 
Frank Sinclair. Frank. Leboeuf returns at the back 
after missing Monday's I -0 defeat at Southamp- 
ton through flu, with Steve Clark e set to move 
across to nght -back- Paul Hughes or Mari 
Nicholls seem set to fill Wise's midfield spot 
while Gullit will pair former Red Mari. Hugh- 
es and Gianfranco Zola. Peter Sdimeichel may 
t-e fit for foe visitors, but a decision will not 
be made until foe last moment Levin Pilk ing- 
ton is on standby to continue in goal. Denis 
trwin returns after a two-month absence wtfo 
his knee ligament injury and he will slot m at 
left-back in place of foe suspended Phil 
Neville. Ronny Johnsen is struggling with a thigh 
injury. 

Everton v Newcastle 

Danny Williamson is back: in contention for 
Evertoa Williamson has trained for the past 
two days after recovenng from a hamstring 
problem. But Everton manager Howard 
Kendall must mar age without Craig Short who 
has failed to shrug off a hamstring injury in time. 
Captain Gary Speed, the subject of failed tians- 
fer bids from fOewcastie and Sheffield Wednes- 
day this week, is still out Darren Ffeaoxk seems 
certain to return for Newcastle after injury, 
but Steve Howey fleg injury) arid Belgian 
Philippe Albert (suspension) are unavailable. 
Newcastle will also have to do without sus- 
pended England midfielder David Batty and de- 
fender Warren Barton, who has picked up a 
new hamstring injury. 

Hereford v Tranmere 

Hereford will be without cup tied striker Pjchard 
Leadbeater and goalkeeper Andy Quy Lead- 
beater, who scored a hat-trick in Hereford's 
4-1 win at Kidderminster Hamera on New 
Year's Day, will be replaced by either Tony 
Agana or James McCue.Tranmere striker 
Gary Jones s foe only doubt for Rovers as the 
First Division dub look to avoid the potential 
banana skin of going out to non-League op- 
position. Jones picked up an ank-Je injury in a 
training match so pfeyer-manager John AJdndge 
may put himself on foe substitutes' bench as 
standby for the noon kick-off. Otheivvise Tran- 
mere are likely to start with the side which 
drew at Birmingham in the league. 

Wimbledon v Wrexham 

Wimbledon will be looking to recover from 
the 2- 1 home defeat against West Ham last 
weekend as they take or. Second Division 
Wrexham. Wrexham will go into foe game 
without captain Tony Humes. Humes broke 
a bone in his right arm against Wigan on Boe- 
ing Day and will be out for at least a month. 
The Welsh side, who reached foe quarter-fi- 
nals last season, may also be without experi- 
enced midfielder Peter Vifard who faces a late 
fitness test after limping off with an ank fe in- 
jury at Blackpool last week. 





TH! 

SAT 

22 I 


C 


Ed 

last 

in F 

the 

Sta 

will 

mir 

fret 

As 

rou 


Wit! 

lugl 

higl 

Got 

has 

the* 

Che 

the 

1 

whe 

ovei 

rorl 

Got 

Wit 

Log 

bolt 

Kev 


nun 

I 

Mai 

mie 

wor 

the 

fin- 

ing 

I 

ced 

tain 

bcti 

Jan; 


ship 


ilab 


resp 
it ib 
ket 
sob 
by I 
' I 
£ror 
fort 
lem 
he 
Che 
Sea 
expl 
tact 
lane 
am 
fori 


top 

lool 

tout 


the 

Edt 

coa> 

mat 

sisU 


mai 

alw 

thei 


pre 

boa 


mai 

hov 

arc. 


es. 
alo 
of l 
vari 
occ 




Saturday 3 January 1998 ■ 



Romance in 


the air as 
Emley dream 
of a Cup fling 


Emley has become 
England's most famous 
village since Ambridge as 
its team of part-timers 
prepare to tackle West 
Ham, while any 
giantkilling at Chelsea 
will be inflicted by one 
Goliath on another. 

As the FA Cup’s 
annual slay ride begins in 
earnest at the third 
round stage, Phil Shaw 
examines the prospects 
for the great and the 
small and those in 
between. 


Twenty-four hours and as many 
Underground stops apart, Lon- 
don stages two ties this week- 
end which epitomise in vastly 
different ways the charisma of 
the FA Cup. And no one per- 
sonifies the competition's en- 
during appeal better than a 
pair of strikers from 
opposite ends of the 
football spectrum. 

Glynn Hurst is a 
21-year-old postman 
who has spent the past 
month dreaming of de- 
livering the upset of the 
third round, and ar- 
guably of all time, 
when the Yorkshire vil- 
lage people of Emley descend 
on West Ham today. A failed 
Tottenham apprentice who was 
also freed by Barnsley, he 
claims to owe his acceleration 
to dodging dogs with a full 
sack on his back. 

Mark Hughes did not fulfil 
his boyhood ambition either, but 
then four FA Cup winners' 
medals probably compensate 
for never having played for 
Wrexham. Tomorrow, in his 
first match since being named 
an MBE, he will be striving to 



help the holders, Chelsea, take 
the new year's honours against 
the favourites, his former dub 
Manchester United. 

The size of the task facing 
Emley’s firemen, brickies and 
salesmen can be gauged from 
the fact that they lie 1 1th in the 
UniBond League, below such 
hallowed names as Guiseiey 
and Winsford, whereas West 
Ham stand eighth in the Pre- 
miership. StQL. they will have a 
following of 3,000 - from a pop- 
ulation of 1,800 - and where 
better than Upton Park for a G 
Hurst to demonstrate his scor- 
ing prowess? 

The battle of Stamford 
Bridge, like tomorrow’s meet- 
ing of Everton and Newcastle, 
matches two clubs who have 
won the coveted old pot 11 
times between them. Those Eli- 
tists who advocate seeding in the 
Cup would away with such 
draws at this early juncture. Yet 
the thought that either Chelsea 
or United will be left to the 
time-honoured pursuit of con- 
centrating on the 
League while lesser 
lights edge closer to 
Wembley encapsu- 
lates the beauty of 
the competition. 

Hughes, whose 
team-mates have 
been bowing in 
mock obeisance and 
calling him “Sir" 
since his gong was announced, 
said: “It's a shame one of us has 
to go out so soon, but if we can 
beat United well have put out 
the best team in the country, ft’s 
a lot like last year when we 
played Liverpool, and hopeful- 
ly we can get the same result.* 1 

The tie. in which Denis Irwin 
makes his long-awaited return 
for the champions, is one of five 
where a Premiership side must 
go out. However, a spot of un- 
intentional seeding has ensured 
that 13 of the 20 teams from the 



London-bound: Emley and their supporters gather in the village yesterday before boarding coaches for today’s FA Cup-tie against West Ham 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 
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top division are at home. Equal- 
ly, while the Vauxhali Confer- 
ence survivors (fid not receive 
the money-spinning trip to 
Old Tfafford or Anfield they 
craved, all three have a realis- 
tic chance of going further. 

Hereford, whose manager 
Graham Utrner reckons one big 
draw could wipe out their debts 
“overnight”, would doubtless be 
more confident of seeing 
off Uanmere tomorrow if the 
on-loan Richard Leadbeater 
were available. He scored a hat- 
trick at Kidderminster on 
Thursday, but Wolves do not 
want him cup-tied. The veter- 
an Tony Agana stands by after 
a long absence through injury. 

Cheltenham receive Reading 
just 48 hours after their 25- 
match unbeaten run was ruined 
at Yeovil, but should draw suf- 
ficient inspiration from their 


first appearance at this stage 
since 1934 to run their First Di- 
vision opponents close. 

Stevenage have the hardest 
task, away to Swindon in a con- 
test which pits two managerial 
Merseysiders, Steve McMahon 
and Paul Fairclough, against 
each other. The. part-timers 
will be buoyed by the memory 
of how they scared Birmingham 
City 12 months ago. The occa- 
sion is also tailor-made for 
Ryan Kirby, who played with 
David Beckham in Chingford 
Under-9s football, to redeem 
himself after two dismissals in 
December. 

Darlington’s Darren Roberts 
was also sent off last month, for 
allegedly kicking the Hednesford 
keeper after scoring the Third 
Division dub’s penally winner in 
the second round. Suspension 
would have prevented him fac- 


ing his former dub Wolves, only 
for the ban to be rescinded af- 
ter a refereeing rethink. 

Feethams will be an even 
greater culture shock for Mark 
McGhee’s men than if they 
were visiting non-League terri- 
tory. The players change in 
cabins and the showers are 
cold, while the demolition of the 
main stand means there are 
spectators on only three sides 
-not unlike Molineux before its 
magnificent facelift 

Any complaints Port Vale 
have after taking on Arsenal are 
unlikely to concern the facilities. 
\hle, who list Spurs, Southamp- 
ton. Derby and Everton among 
their Cup victims over the past 
decade, go to Highbury on the 
back of six consecutive Fust Di- 
vision defeats and with a solitary 
goal to show for 672 minutes' play. 

"I’ve also had a lot of in- 


juries," said their manager, 
John Rudge, “but somehow I 
think they’ll all declare them- 
selves fit for this one." 

Premiership outfits at 
greater risk may include Aston 
Villa at Portsmouth, whose 
Cup-fighting tradition belies 
their current parlous position, 
and Sheffield Wednesday at 
Watford. Graham Taylor and 
Ron Atkinson, with half a cen- 
tury Of accumulated experi- 
ence in management between 
them , ought to know how to put 
on a cracking tie. 

Nor can Leeds, having suc- 
cumbed at Elland Road to both 
Portsmouth and Reading in 
knock-out football last year, 
feel entirely confident of over- 
coming Oxford, who won a re- 
play there four years ago. 
Crystal Palace's wretched home 
record should also give Scun- 


thorpe hope, while the derby at- 
mosphere could inspire 
Northampton at Leicester. 

Meanwhile, Newcastle face 
the first of two games in four 
days which could make or break 
their season - and with it Ken- 
ny Dalglish’s reputation on Ty- 
neside. After five defeats and no 
wins in their last seven Pre- 
miership fixtures— and II of the 
remaining 1 8 away - their visit 
to Goodison and the 1 ensuing 
Coca-Cola Cup quarter-final 
against Liverpool cOiild be the 
prelude to an unthinkable rel- 
egation fight. 

Manchester City, too, may 
be playing for more than sim- 
ply a place in tomorrow’s 
fourth-round draw. They take 
on Bradford with pressure 
mounting on the manager, 
Frank Clark. 

Finally, something has to give 


between five-times Cup-winners 
WestBrom and Stoke. Not only 
have the sides drawn twice this 
season — extending Albion's run 
without a victory against their 
Staffordshire rivals to 17 matefa- 
es-but Albion have failed to win 

in the Cup for five years. Stoke, 
moreover, have not knocked 
out League opposition since 
1989 and have beaten only Bath 
away since reaching the semi- 
finals in 1572. ’ . 

Adding spice to the occasion^ 
the 1 new manager at The % 
Hawthorns, Denis Smith, is 
more Potteries than Wedge-- 
wood and proved it by fractnr- < ; . 
ing no fewer than 18 bones in 
Stoke’s service. 


The breakages this weetoad .. 


are, one suspects, morefikpjjT 
to involve hearts and drejjifis. 

Fair times and fed for 
Steven age,, page 23 


Crisis, what crisis, as Gullit rules out return to playing arena 


Ruud Gullit yesterday ruled out 
FA Cup transplant surgery which 
would put himself back in the 
heart of the Chelsea team. 

"I wouldn't bring myself into 
the starting side unless it was an 
emergency - and at the moment 
it’s not an emergency," he said. 
"Of course I’d like to play. It’s a 
big game, but fve only been 


training for four days. 1 still 
have the vision, but not the pace 
or the physical condition." 

Chelsea will be feting a Unit- 
ed side oo the rebound from los- 
ing to Coventry, and Gullit feels 
they might be distracted by oth- 
er commitments. 

"They’ve got a lot of priori- 
ties, but the Champions’ League 


is the main one," he said. "At Mi- 
lan that we did that after we won 
the tide for the second time. We 
focused on the European Cup, 
left the league for what it was, and 
won the Cup. I think that's nor- 
mal and I can understand it. You 
can see they’re more focused on 
those [Champions' League] oc- 
casions. Thar’s OK.” 


The Arsenal manager, AisEne 
Wenger, rallied behind David 
Seaman yesterday as his side pre- 
pared to take on Port Vale. The 
England goalkeeper has come 
under fire for a series of be low- 
par performances, but Wenger 
believes Seaman will use today's 
game to confirm his reputation. 

"The critics have been too 


harsh," he said. "People do not 
expect him to make mistakes. 
When he does they stand out 
He’s feeling unlucky at the mo- 
ment but I've told him to be less 
cautious and that means ac- 
cepting the odd error." 

Wenger was also keen to put 
some off-lhe-fiekl distractions be- 
hind the Gunners after Dutch 


striker Dennis Be r^camp was re- 
ported as saying he could smell 
drink on team-mates before 
training. 

“There is no problem with 
professional behaviour at my 
dub, and that indudes drinking,” 
Wenger said. “There might have 
been a problem when Dennis ar- 
rived. However, hK comments do 


not reflect the way I run my club. 
It was on the players’ initiative 
that alcohol was banned when- 
ever we are together as a team, 
even if we’ve won. However, we 
should not get carried away. 
The Germans drink, a lot of 
beer and they won the Worid 
Cup. It’s all about moderation." 

-Martin Upton 
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I Pacifist acquires medal 
and order for army unit 
( 8 ) 

5 Decline, in a state, sec- 
ond drink (4,2) 

9 Curb tots running wild, 
restrict movement (8) 

10 Poorly housed in exten- 
sive unfinished dwellings 

(6) . f c . 

II A setting for Egyptian 
customs? (4,4) 

12 Trifle from page to 

amend (6) 

14 Like a player on song? 
Tell us about the penal- 
ty] (2,4,4) 

18 Affluence? Eyes treats 
suspiciously (4,6) 

22 Audibly chatter in plane 

(6) . ■ , w 

23 Home s given detach- 
ment comprehensively 
( 2 , 6 ) 

24 A swell drum (6) 

25 Dog’s paraded, then giv- 
en drink (8) 

26 Pass by the Spanish 
church recess (6) 

27 Briefly remove access in 
mission (8) 


1 Cuts round chunk of 
meat and chews (6) 

2 Malcontent's for trial 

(6) 

3 Check with a Rook at 
leisure (6) 

4 Record's without effect 
lacking a detailed refer- 
ence (10) 

6 Highly active, Etna, 
amid fumes (8) 

7 Key for compound (8) 

8 Seasoned meat's done 
with last of chilli, about 
pound (8) 

13 Vehicle has English 
drink, round measure, 
in boot (4,6) 

15 Odd repartee, fruity sort 
of thing (4-4) 

16 Is one to ring a girl? (8) 

17 American heiress I 
abandoned as escort (8) 

19 Serious cut on middle of 
cheek (6) 

20 Periodical carrying 
french article on a 
Spanish province (6) 

21 Fly, this Parisian cheat 
( 6 ) 


The first IWe correct solutions to this week’s puzzle opened nest Thnrs- 
day receive bardbacked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. An- 
swers and winners' names will be published next Saturday; Send solutions 

QinaryWbarfc London E145BL- Please usemeb&zpuniber and pastcmle 
and give your own postcode. Last week’s winners: V Dsrvey, Newton Abbot: 
J Tbyloj; Rotherham; T JoHy-Sailoc, HenUngtoo; M Montagoe-Snrith, Ash- 
ton; P Mnrdln, Cambridge. 
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Helen Wills Moody, who won 
eight Wimbledon titles, died 
yesterday in Carmel California, 
at rhe age of 92. 

Moody was known for hitting 
the ball harder than any woman, 
and ruled tennis in the 1920s 
and '30s. 

Nicknamed "Little Miss 
Poker Face” and "Queen 
Helen," she won 31 major titles 
including Wimbledon eight 
times, seven US Open titles and 
four French Opens. She won her 
first US championship in 1923 
and retired after winning 
Wimbledon in 1938. 

Moody, whose trademark 
white eyeshade became an 
enduring tennis fed, learned the 
game without ever taking a les- 
son - picking it up from watch- 
ing players at the Berkeley 
Tennis Cub. 

A year after she started 
playing at age 14, she won the 
first of her two girls national 
titles. She was just 17 when, in 
1923, she won the US women's 
singles championship - the 
youngest champion at the time. 

She won an Olympic gold 
medal in Paris in 1924, the last 
time tennis was an Olympic 
sport until 1988. She was in- 
ducted into the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame in 1969. 
Obituary, first section, page 16 


Darren Gough may still 
play in the West Indies 
this winter. As 
Derek Pringte reports, 
Michael Atherton was 
yesterday still holding 
out hope for England’s 
best fast bowler. 


England's cricketers left holly 
and hurricanes behind to jet off 
to the Caribbean this morning. 
Unfortunately they also left 
behind tbeir best bowler, which 
on the face of it is a bit like be- 
ing invited to a barbecue and 
then having your incisors re- 
moved 

Darren Gough’s late with- 
drawal on New Year’s Eve came 
as a surprise to Michael Ather- 
ton. though the England captain 
hinted that the fast bowler 
could well rejoin the tour at a 
later date should his hamstring 
problems clear up. 

Speaking at the team's 
Gatwick hotel last night, a fit 
and relaxed-looking Atherton 
said: "Goughie's withdrawal is 
disappointing for us and him. 
Since the South African tour, 
he’s been back to his best. But 
injury is part and parcel of the 
game. You've just got to learn 
to get on with it Although 
Goughie would definitely be 
one of the first-choice bowlers, 
it gives opportunities to others 


like Angus Fraser who might 
not have been." 

With the first Test not start- 
ing until 29 January, it will give 
ample time for the other 
bowlers to work out ways of do- 
ing without him. Indeed wirh 
Gough’s injury not apparently 
structural, it is not out of the 
question that he could be de- 
clared fit during the tour. 

"I spoke to him not long 
ago," Atherton said "He’s got 
hope in the back of his mind and 
he sees a specialist in about 


IN MONDAY'S 
20-PAGE 

SPORTS SECTION 


Angus Fraser talks to Ian 
Stafford about the task facing 
England m the West Indies 


three or four weeks’ time. If he 
gets the all-clear. I don’t see why 
he can't be available for the back 
end of the tour. The first Test 
isn’t for another month." 

Atherton, who has spent the 
last three weeks holidaying in 
Jamaica, is adamant that Eng- 
land have their best chance in 
30 years of beating the West In- 
dies on home soil. 

“The Pakistan result has 
certainly hit everyone pretty 
hard out there, but as ever, they 
are looking forward to England 
coming,” he said “We have an 
excellent chance of doing well. 


and while it is difficult to pie-, 
diet results, recent contests be- 
tween the two sides have been 
close and hard fought AJ-.'j 
though they are not as strong as 
the sides of the Eighties, they 
shouldn’t be underestimated • 
at borne. . . 

"Playing at out best, as we 
did against Australia at Edg 1 
bast on and The Oval we can 
beat anyone. However, consb*- 
tency is the key, and if we play 
like we did in the middle of last 
summer, we won’t beat any: 
one." 

According to Atherton and ■ . 
those of his team whio ba?e ; 
played there before, the 
Caribbean is probably the b®? 1 .- 
tour of all. But while their" pre- 
decessors bad bits chipped off 

them by an unrelenting p^ceat- 
tack. the current generation 
has grown up with, an admira- - 
tion and respect for the\*?y 
West Indies cricket is played _ 

watched. 

It should make for a happy 
side and a happy captain, a con?., 
sideration the selectors d«$y 
had in mind when they; 
firmed Atherton as one-day. 
captain as well. They knew.i^t 
had they appointed Adam 
lioake instead that it might 
niggle away at him, distracting. 
him from die mam task of W?*; 
ning the Test series. Without 
fast bowling of Darren Gougpjf- 
that objective has become J^_. ■ 
a tittle more distant . 
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